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History of Legislation 
Concerning the 

Agricultural Land Reserve 

AQricultural Land Commission Act 

2 April 1971 Environment and Land Use 
Act S.B.C. 1971, Chapter 
17 

21 December 1972 Order-in Council #4483/72 Freeze on subdivision of 
land 

18 January 1973 Order-in-Council #157/73 Defined and clarified 
Order-in-Council 4483/72 

22 June 1973 Order-in-Council #2116/73 Amendment to Order-in-
Council 157/73 

17 April 1973 Bill 42 (Land Commission 
Act) 

Certified correct and 
passed third reading 

18 April 1973 Royal Assent given for the 
Land Commission Act 
S.B.C. 1973, Chapter 46 

18 May 1973 Proclamation Sections 1-7, 13-15, 17*21 
of the Act were proclaimed 
by the Lieutenant-Governor 

31 May 1973 Order-in-Council #1891/73 Further definition to Order-
in-Council 157/73 

3 July 1973 Order-in-Council #2257/73 Sections 8-12 and 16 were 
proclaimed by the 
Lieutenant-Governor 

25 October 1973 Order-in-Council #3539/73 Further amendment to 
Order-in-Council #157/73 
permitting appeals to the 
Commission 

29 November 1973 Order-in-Council #3919/73 Instructions for the 
preparation of Agricultural 
Land Reserve Plans 

8 September 1977 Bill 88 (Land Commission 
Amendment Act, 1977) 
(certified correct and 
passed third reading) 

First major amendments 
and revisions to the Act 

20 January 1978 Agricultural Land 
Commission Act 

Consolidated for 
convenience 

29 July 1980 Bill 33 Revised Statutes 
Corrections Act, 
1980(certified correct and 
passed third reading) 

Amendments to sections 4, 
13, 17, 18 and 28 of 
Agricultural Land 
Commission Act 



History of Legislation 
Concerning the 

Agricultural Land Reserve 

Apricultural Land Commission Act 

22 August 1980 Bill 60, Miscellaneous 
Statutes Amended Act (No. 
2) 1980 (certified correct 
and passed third reading) 

Amendments to Sections 8, 
10, 11, 18, 20 and 32 of the 
Agricultural Land 
Commission Act 

22 December 1980 Agricultural Land 
Commission Act, Chapter 9 

Consolidated 

20 January 1984 Agricultural Land 
Commission Act 1979 
Revised Statutes 

Consolidated 

3 November 1989 Agricultural Land 
Commission Act 1979 
Revised Statutes 

Consolidated 

10 November 1992 Agricultural Land 
Commission Act 1979 
Revised Statutes 

Consolidated - Bill "42" 
Amendment - Application 
Fees 

18 August 1993 Cabinet Appeals Abolition 
A c t S . B . C . 1993, c38, 
Order-in-Council #1069 

Bill 42 effective date 
September 1, 1993 
sections 1 to 5, 8 to 11, 23 
to 28, 30, 32 are brought 
into force 

25 November 1993 Agricultural Land 
Commission Act 1979 
Revised Statutes 

Consolidated 

25 August 1994 Agricultural Land 
Commission Act 
Amendment Act 1994 

Bill "30" Order-in-Council 
#1037 
B C Regulation 278/94 

5 December 1994 Agricultural Land 
Commission Act 1979 
Revised Statutes 

Consolidated 

8 June 1995 Bill "11" Consequential Amendment 
1996 Agricultural Land 

Commission Act 
Revised Statues 1996 

28 June 1999 Agricultural Land 
Commission Act 1996 

Agricultural Land 
Commission Act titled 
changed to Agricultural 
Land Reserve Act by the 
Land Reserve Commission 
Act S B C 1999, 
c. 14,s10,effective April 1, 
2000 (BC Regulation 
70/2000 



History of Legislation 
Concerning the 

Agricultural Land Reserve 

Agricultural Land Commission Act 

21 February 2000 Agricultural Land 
Commission Amendment 
Act 1999, S.B.C. 1999, c5, 
is brought into force 

Order-in-Council #228 

21 February 2000 Land Reserve Commission 
Act, S .B.C. 1999, c14, 
Order-in-Council #232 -
effective date April 1, 2000 

Brought into force 



Process leading to adoption of the Land Commission Act 

April 1971 - Environment and Land Use Act (establishes Environment and Land Use 
Committee of Cabinet (ELUC) and enables action to protect farmland) 
E L U C Secretariat established (coordinates action, produces Reasons for 
Concern about Loss of Agricultural Land and map of Areas 
Topographically Suited to Agriculture in British Columbia) 

1972 election of NDP government results in policy announcement on the preservation of farm 
and other rural lands from urban land use and further subdivision of land. 

11 December 1972 - Minister of Municipal Affairs writes to all local governments advising that 
planning bylaws which have the effect of breaking up farmland will be 
examined closely in the light of the foregoing policy. 

moratorium on subdivision of farmland 

moratorium on non-farm use and provision of an E L U C appeal process 

explanatory note to all local governments 

Land Commission Act adopted but not yet in effect 

basic sections of Act proclaimed and Land Commission appointed 

E L U C letter to regional districts regarding interim processes 

order in council allows building permits for agricultural purposes, and 
for construction of one single family dwelling per lot provided that the 
dwelling is eligible for the homeowner grant 

balance of Act proclaimed, enabling work on A L R plans 

appeal process modified to involve Land Commission 
*For those parts of the Regional District of Kitimat-Stikine where 
the ALR was never designated, the provisions of these four Orders 
in Council are still in effect except as may otherwise be provided 
for areas subject to the Nis^a'a Treaty 

Subsequent actions focus on preparation and designation of A L R plans and their use. 

ALC General\Acts\Archive 

*21 December 1 9 7 2 -

*18 January 1 9 7 3 -

16 February 1 9 7 3 -

April 1 9 7 3 -

18 May 1 9 7 3 -

29 May 1 9 7 3 -

*31 May 1 9 7 3 -

03 July 1 9 7 3 -

*25 October 1 9 7 3 -



HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF LEGISLATIVE 
CHANGES/PROPOSALS 

1973 
1976/77 

major changes 

- o r i g i n a l Act passed 

-amendments to Act passed - input d i r e c t l y from Minister 
-focus of Act oh a g r i c u l t u r e 
-11(2) power of Lieutenant-
Governor i n Council to allow Uses 
without exclusion 
-13(2) appeal to Minister 
- r e s t r i c t i v e covenants 
-Section 34 enforcement measures 

1979 
/ 

1981-84 

F a l l 
1984 

Spring 
1985 

-standard 10 year statute revisions - no l e g i s l a t i v e change 

-discussions with Minister regarding changes 
-various proposals 
- f i n a l cabinet submission and d r a f t l e g i s l a t i o n prepared 

-Cabinet decided not"*to proceed with any p o l i c y changes 
-Regulatory Reform Committee established and 
prepared to consider minor housekeeping changes 

- f i n a l i z a t i o n of d e t a i l s on housekeeping changes 
Summer or 
F a l l 1985 -no action - Regulatory Reform Committee der a i l e d -

nothing was going 
F a l l of 
1986 -Ministry makes suggestion f o r minor changes 

regarding fees and revenue as part of regular 
l e g i s l a t i v e review process 

-Committee says OK but asks f o r a f u l l review of l e g i s l a t i o n 
Winter/Spring 
1987 -Premier proposes "Decentralization theme" 

January conference / June 18 meeting 
-review of l e g i s l a t i o n targeted for f a l l 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Pellett, Tony ALC: EX 
Wed, October 25, 2006 1:43 PM 
ALC - All 
HIstotY of Golf Course Approval Procedures 

'rem time to time, I get enquiries about how golf courses have been approved in the ALR. Just in case others are getting 
inese enquiries and want something to paste into an email response, here is how I have been responding: 

• From ALR designation through 15 January 1975, golf courses were allowed in the ALR only after approval by the 
Commission following an application submitted through the local regional district. 

• From 16 January 1975 through 14 January 1981, golf courses were allowed as an outright use in the ALR. 

• From 15 January 1981 through 15 June 1988, golf courses were allowed in the ALR only after approval by the 
Commission following an application submitted directly to the Commission. 

• From 16 June 1988 through 17 November 1991, golf courses were allowed as an outright use in the ALR, but only 
in accordance with specific terms and conditions set by the Commission, aimed at ensuring that the land could be 
readied for agricultural use in the event the golf use ceased. 

• From 18 November 1991 through 06 April 1992, there was a moratorium on new golf course applications, and 
procedures were established to review existing applications through to 1994. 

• Since then, golf courses have been and are allowed in the ALR only after approval by the Commission following an 
application submitted through the local government. 

3ny Pellett, Registered Planner 
Provincial Agricultural Land Commission 
133-4940 Canada Way 
BURNABY BC V5G 4K6 
604 660-7019 FAX 660-7033 
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C H A P T E R 46 

Land Commiss ion A c t 

[Assented to 18th April, 1973.] 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Province of British Columbia, enacts as follows: 

\ . In this Act, unless the context otherwise re îquires, 
"agricultural land" means land designated under section 8; 
"commission" means the commission established under section 2; 
"commission land" means land acquired by the commission for the purposes 

of this Act; 
"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for bona fide farm purposes, 

including, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, husbandry"^; 
of the land and the plants, and animals thereon, and any other similar ! 
activity designated as farm use by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council; ; 

^"greep belt land" means land referred to in section 7; " " " ^ 
"land" includes any estate or interest in land; 
"land bank land" means land referred to in section 7; 
"land reserve plan" means a plan prepared pursuant to this Act in the manner 

prescribed by the regulations, which sets out clearly the areas within a 
municipality or regional district that, suJDJect to the approval of the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, may be designated by the commission 
as an agricultural land reserve; ^ 

"minister" means that member of the Executiv^e Council charged by Order of 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council with the administration of this Act; 

. "park land '̂̂ means land referred to in section 7; 
"regulation" means a regulation or order of the Lieutenant-Governor in 

Council made under this Act; . ,̂ " , 
"reserve" means a reserve of land established under section 8 of this Act. 

2. (1) There is hereby established a commission to be known as the 
Provincial Land Commission (hereafter referred to as the "commission") 
consisting of not less than five members appointed by jhe Lieutenant-
Governor in Councilr~to—hoJd__office^ dunng pleasure, ^nd .upon their 
appointment the" members constitute a~corporatio?an'd"sha'll be the directors 
thereof. 

(2) Each member shall be reimbursed for any reasonable travelling or 
out-of-pocket expenses necessarily incurred by him in discharging his duties, 
and in addition may be paid such remuneration for his services as a member 
of the commission as the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may determine. 

(3) Except as provided ,in sections' 8 and 9, at any meeting of the 
commission, a^majority of the members constitutes a quorum. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council shall., designate one of the 
members as chairman and one other member as vice-chairman. 



Agent of 
Crown, 

Staff. 

By-laws, 
etc. 

Objects 
and 
powers. 

4. (1) The commission is for all purposes an agent of the Crown. 
(2) The commission may, on behalf of the Crown, carry out its powers 

and duties under this Act in its own name without specific reference to Her 
Majesty and may hold in its own name any land or other real or personal 
property, and likewise may dispose of, mortgage, hypothecate, pledge, and 
assign any such property. 

5. (1) The commission may, pursuant to the Civil Service Act, appoint 
such officers and employees as it considers necessary for the purpose of this 
Act, and may determine their duties. 

(2) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint a general manager of 
the commission, to be appointed during pleasure, and may fix his 
remuneration and may declare that the Civil Service Act applies to him. 

(3) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may declare that the Civil Service 
Superannuation Act applies to the members of the commission and to the 
general manager. 

(4) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, engage and; 
retain such experts, consultants, or specialists as it considers advisable and fix 
their remuneration. 

6. The commission may make such by-laws and pass such resolutions, noti? 
contrary to law or this Act, as it considers necessary or advisable for thei 
conduct of the affairs of the commission and, without limiting the generality! 
of the foregoing, may make by-laws and pass resolutions with respect to the I 
time and place of calling and holding meetings, the procedure to be followed i^^'i 
at the meetings, and generally with respect to the conduct, in all respects, of 
the affairs of the commission; and may repeal, amend, or re-enact them. '^v 

&: 
7. (1) It is the object of the commission to | ^ 

(a) preserve agricultural land for farm use; 
(b) encourage the establishment and maintenance of family farms, 

/ and land in an agricultural land reserve, for a use compatible with 
the preservation of family farms and farm use of the land; 

(c) preserve green belt land in and around urban areas; 
(d) " encourage the establishment and maintenance of land in a green, 

belt land reserve for a use compatible with the preservation of-a 
green belt; • ' ^ • 

(e) preserve land bank land having desirable qualities for urban or! 
industrial development and restrict subdivision or use of the land 
for other purposes; ' 

(f) encourage the establishment and maintenance of land in a land 
bank land reserve for a use compatible with an ultimate use for -
industrial and urban development; 

(g) ~ preserve park land for recreational use; i 
(h) encourage the estat51ishment and maintenance'of land in a park 

land reserve for a use compatible with an ultimate use for 
recreation; and 



Agricultural 
land reserves. 

(hi) advise and assist municipaUties and regional districts in the 
preparation and production of the land reserve plans required for 
the purpose of this Act; 

and, for these objects, it has the power and capacity, by itself, or in 
co-operation with the Government of Canada, or any of its agencies or 
corporations, or with any department of Government, o'r with a itiunicipality 
or regional district to 

^ (i) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, on such terms 
and conditions as may be negotiated, and hold such land for the 
purposes of this Act; 

0) dispose of, by sale, lease, or otherwise, commission land and 
Crown land that is in an agricultural land reserve, a green belt 
land reserve, a land bank land reserve, or a park land reserve, 
subject to such terms and conditions as the commission may 
determine; 

(k) accept gifts of land subject to such terms and conditions as the 
commission may determine; 

(1) acquire and hold personal property and dispose of personal 
property so acquired by sale, lease, or otherwise; and 
if authorized by any other Act, purchase or otherwise_acquire.., 
hold7-adi5.inister,.and-dispose.of lan(r,_including.Crown_land, for^ 
the purposes^of that other.Act. 

\ | l ^ ) ^ b r the purposes of this section, the commission may 
\̂  (a) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, including 

Crown land, the present condition or future potential of which 
merits preservation by reason of its aesthetic quality or its 
location in or around urban areas, as green belt land; 

(b) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, including 
Crown land, having desirable quahties for urban or industrial 
development or redevelopment, as land bank land;,and 

(c) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, including 
Crown land, having desirable qualities for, or future potential for, 
recreational use, a s ^ k land; 

and, upon being so purchased or acquired, the green belt land, land bank 
land, or park land is established as 

(d) a green belt land reserve; or 
(e) a land bank land reserve; or 
(f) a park land reserve, 

as the case may be, and shall be subject to this Act and the regulations. 

8. (1) For the purposes of section 7, the commission may,jubject to this 
with the prior approval of the Lieutenant-Governor irTCouncil, 

designate land, including Crown land, that is^uitable for farm use, as 
agricultural land, - and, upon being so designated, the' 'agricultural land is 

^ • f e ^ i o n . 



established as an agricultural land reserve and shall be subject to this Act and 
the regulations. 

(2) The regional board of every regional district, either alone, or in 
co-operation with its member municipaUties, shall, with the advice and 
assistance of the commission if required, including such financial assistance as 
may be determined by the commission, within ninety days after the coming' 
into force of this Act or within such further time as the commission may 
allow, by by-law, adopt a land reserve plan prepared in accordance with the 
regulations and file the by-law and land reserve plan with the commission. 

(3) The council or regional board, as the case may be, shall not adopt a 
by-law for the purpose of this section until it has held a public hearing, notice 
of which has been published in the manner prescribed in section 703 of the 
Municipal Act, and except upon the affirmative vote of a majority of all the 
members of council or of all the directors of a regional board. 

(4) The provisions of section 703 of the Municipal Act apply, with the 
necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to a hearing under subsection 
(3). • 

(5) Where the commission considers that the land reserve plan filed under 
subsection (2) carries out the intent and purpose of this Act, it shall, after 
approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, designate the agricultural 
land shown therein as an agricultural land reserve. 

(6) Where the commission considers it necessary or advisable to amend the 
land reserve plan filed under subsection (2) to better carry out the intent and 
purpose of this Act, it may recommend to the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council amendments to the land reserve plan, and shall, after approval by the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council of the land reserve plan or the land reserve 
plan as amended, designate the agricultural land therein as an agricultural land 

^reserve. 
(7) Where the council or regional board of a municipality or regional 

district, as the case may be, fails or refuses to prepare and file a land reserve 
plan with the commission in accordance with subsection (2), the commission 
shall, subject to subsections (8), (9), and (10), prepare a land reserve plan and 
submit the land reserve plan to the Lieutenant-Governor in Council for 
approval. 

(8) The commission shall not submit the land reserve plan prepared under 
subsection (7) to the Lieutenant-Governor in Council until it has held a 
public hearing, notice of which has been published in the manner prescribed 
in subsection (1) of section 703 of \h.e Municipal Act, and the provisions of 
subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section 703 of ihs Municipal Act apply, with 
the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to a hearing under this 
subsection. 

(9) For the purpose of a hearing under subsection (8), 
(a) the commission has and may exercise all the powers of a 

Commissioner under sections 7, 10, and 11 of the Public Inquiries 
Act; 



(b) the commission may accept written submissions or any other 
form of evidence; and 

(c) notwithstanding subsection (3) of section 2, three members of 
the commission have and may exercise all the powers of the 
commission. 

(10) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may approve a land reserve plan 
as submitted by the commission under subsection (7), or with such 
alterations or variations as he may consider necessary or advisable to carry 
out the intent and purpose of this Act, and the commission may thereupon, 
pursuant to subsection (1), designate the agricultural land shown therein as an 
agricultural land reserve. 

(11) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section, pending the 
establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipality or regional 
district under this section, all land that is zoned for agricultural or farm use 
under a by-law of the municipality or regional district subsisting immediately 
pHor to the twenty-first day pLD.ecemberr:! 972, shall be deemed to be an 
agricultural land reserve and subject toThIs~Act and the regulations, unless 
excepted by the commission. 

9. (1) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, upon the application of a 
municipahty, regional district, or the commission, or on his own, by order, 
exclude any land, whether Crown land or private land, from the reserve 
established under subsection (1) of section 8. 

(2) Subject to subsection (5), an owner of land aggrieved by a designation 
by the commission of his land as part of an agricultural land reserve under 
section 8 may, notwithstanding that he appeared before, or made representa­
tions to, the municipality, or regional district, or the commission under 
subsection (3) or (8) of section 8, apply to the commission in the manner 

yprescribed by the regulations to have his land excluded from the agricultural 
land reserve. 
- (3) The commission, ^^tej_a hearing held in suchfmanner and after such 
noticejas is prescribed by the regulations, may allovv the application upon 
such-terrns,and conditions as it considers advisable, or may refuse the 
application. " " ^ ~" 

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (3) of section 2, for the purpose of the 
hearing, three members of the commission have and may exercise all the 
powers of the commission. ^ ' 

(5) Where land of an owner was, immediately prior to the twenty-first day 
of December, 1972, zoned for agricultural or farm use under a by-law of a 
municipality or regional district subsisting on that date, the owner is not 
entitled to apply to the commission under subsection (2) unless'so authorized 
by a resolution of a municipality or a regional district, as the case may be. 

(6) The commission shall, at the request of the owner, 
(a) deliver to him its decision in writing; and 
(b) allow him to examine and make available to him copies of all 

relevant documents in the custody of the commission pertaining 
to his application. 



(7) A person who is dissatisfied with the decision of the commission, 
(a) upon being authorized to appeal by a resolution-^of the 

municipality or regional district, as the case may'be; and 
(b) upon being granted leave to appeal by any two members of the 

commission, 
may appeal, in the manner prescribed in the regulations to the Environment 
and Land Use Committee established under the Environment and Land Use 
Act 

(8) Subject to the procedure prescribed by the regulations, an appeal 
under this section shall be a hearing and review, but the Environment and 
Land Use Committee may accept written-submissions or any other form of 
evidence, provided any such submission or other form of evidence is made 
available to the appellant. 

(9) The Environment and Land Use Committee may, after a hearing, allow 
the appeal, subject to such terms and conditions as it may consider advisable, 
or refuse the appeal; and, in the event the appeal is,refused, may order that 
any costs of the hearing be paid by the appellant,.and, in the event the appeal 
is allowed, shall order that the reasonable costs incurred by the appellant be 
paid by the commission. 

(10) The commission is entitled to be a party on the^hearing of the appeal 
and may take part in the proceedings. 

(11) Where land is excluded from a land reserve plan by order of the 
commission or the Environment and Land Use Committee under this section, 
the commission shall amend-thB~lan3'reserve plan accordingly and notify the 
municipality or regional district, as the case may ^be, and the appropriate 
Registrar of Titles. 

^ (1) No person shall occupy or use agricultural land designated as an 
agricultural land reserve pufsuant to section 8 for any purpose other than 
farm use, except as permitted by^this. Act o'̂ r the regulatiomiu^byj)r,der_^f 
thecomiTiission upon such t e rm^nd condi t ions^ the commission may 
impose. ^ \ 

(2) In addition to the exceptions, reservations, or limitations set out in 
subsection (1) of section 38 of the Land Registry Act, a certificate of title 
heretofore issued under that Act in respect of agricultural land that is 
designated as an agricultural land reserve shall be subject, by implication and 
without special endorsement on the certificate of title, to this Act and the 
regulations respecting the reserve and farm use of the land contained therein; 
and the Registrar under the Land Registry Act shall note on every certificate 
of title of agricultural land hereafter issued that is designated as an 
agricultural land reserve an endorsement that the certificate of title may be 
affected by this Act. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), the commission may, in respect of 
any agricultural land that is an agricultural land reserve, register a caveat in 
the appropriate Land Registry Office restricting the agricultural land 
described therein to farm use. 



(4) On, from, and after the twenty-first day of December, 1972, except as 
permitted by tfe^Act, or the regulations, or by an order of the c^miss ion 
upon'sOclTtermrand conditions ^^lecommission may impose, 

(a) no municipality, or regional district, ox_any_authority, board, Qr^-'l L© -̂. 
,C fjj*^ other agency established b y s h a l l authorize or permit agri-

f'^'- cultural land in an agricultural land reserve to bejised for a 
^ f^^TW "P^^P"^^ than farm use, or authorize or permit a buUding-tfi. 

A n >or be^erectedjherepn except " 

/ 

for residences necessary for farm use; or 
such residences for an owner of the agricultural land as may 

— be permitted to be erected by the regulations; 
(b) no person, designated or appointed under the Local Services Act, 

shall authorize or permit agricultural land in an agriculturaFland 
reserve to be used for a purpose other than farm use, or authorize 
or permit a building to be erected thereon except 
(i) for farm use; or 
(ii) for residences necessary for farm use; or 
(iii) such residences for an owner of the agricultural land as may 

. be permitted to be erected by the regulations; 
AvJ-^vi^^^/?) —"^ approving officer under the Land Registry Act and no 

" i ^ . otM^H^'^^l'e^ approving officer or Board of Variance under the Municipal Act 
^ ^o^ff^ * - ' authorize or permit agricultural land in an agricultural land 

1' 

Exemption. 

reser 

' 'reserve to be used for a purpose other than_farm-use;-and 
^rio Registrar of Titles under the Land Registry Act shall accept an 
applicatioriJor_dep.osit_of-a plan of subdivision under the Land 
Registry Act, or under the Strata Titles Act, or under the Real 
\Estate Act, ,all or part of Wjhich consists of agrjcultural land in an 
agricultural la!id^res#fv5r^ 
V _ • ' 

11. (1) Section 10 does not apply in respect of agricultural land in an 
agricultural land reserve that, on the twenty-first day of December, 1972, 
was, byjeparate certificate oi title issued under the Land Registry Act, less 
than two acres in area. ~ 
. (2) Where a*juse of agricultural land that is within an agricultural land 

reserve y 
(a) is a use other than farm use; and 
(b) was established and carried on continously for a period of at least 

six months immediately prior to the twenty-first day of Dec­
ember, 1972; and 

(c) is permitted by, or is not in contravention of, any other Act, 
regulation, by-law, order, or any other law respecting land use, 

that agricultural land is exempted from section 10 unless and until 
(d) the use of that agricultural land is changed to a use other than 

farm use without the permission of the commission; or 

'if.' 

file:///Estate


(e) any other Act, regulation, by-law, order, or any other law made 
after the twenty-first day of December, 1972, prohibits such use; 
or 

(f) permission for affy other use granted under any other Act, 
— regulation, by-law, or order is withdrawn or expires. 

0 Q O f t ^ - X ^ - ^ ) Where agricultural land, exempted under subsection (2), is sold, leased, 
^^'^-——fTy—^•^"tf^nsferred, transmitted, or otherwise disposed of, this Act and the 

'Hm regulations thereupon apply to that land, except as otherwise permitted by 
-f) - the commission. 

fi.rY^'Ce,i^t»^ (4) xhe commission may, in accordance with the regulations.'i^ear^and 
';""* determine applications for permission under subsections (2)- and (3), and 
s' under subsections (1) and (4) of section 10, and may grant or refuse 
| i permission for a use of fhe land for other than farm use, and may impose 
I' whatever terms and conditions it considers advisable, and, except as provided 

in subsection (5), the decisiort of the comr^ission is final andjio appealjies^ 
fiorqjhat decision. 

' (4a)^Where land of an owner was, immediately prior to the twenty-first 
day of December, 1972, zoned for agricultural or farm use under a by-law of 
a municipality or regional district subsisting on that date, the owner is not 
entitled to apply to the commission for permission for any other use under 
section 10 or 11, unless so authorized by a resolution of a municipality or a 
regional district, as the case may be. 

S) An owner of land aggrieved 
(a) by an order or decision of the commission refusing permission 

under subsection (1) or (4) of section 10 or under this section; or 
(b) by the terms and conditions imposed by the commission in an 

order made under subsection (1) or (4) of section 10, or a 
. permission granted under this section, 

may appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only., by way of 
stated case to the Supreme Court, and the provisions of the Summary 
Convictions Act respecting appeals by way of stated case apply, with the 
necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the appeal, and to any 
further appeal therefrom, and a reference in that Act to a Justice shall be 
deemed to be a reference to the commission. 

Additional 
powers re 
agricultural 
land. 

12. With respect to agricultural land designated as an agricultural land 
reserve, the commission may 

(a) make agreements with the owners of agricultural land respecting 
continued farm use of the agricultural land upon such terms and 
conditions as may be agreed; 

(b) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with 
other persons to do so; 

^ (c) withdraw from an agricultural land reserve agricultural land' 
owned by the commission and, with the prior approval of the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, dispose of such land to the 
Crown to be dealt with under the Land Act; 
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(d) 

•(e) 

dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with the 
prior approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, to private 
ownership for permanent farm use, or any other use considered 
by the commission to be in the public interest, subject to such 
terms and conditions as the commission may determine; and 
subject to the approval of the Minister of Finance, or of the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs, as the case may be, establish a 
system of tax incentives to encourage the dedication of privately 
owned agricultural land to permanent farm use, and to increase 
the agricultural productivity thereof. 

13. The commission may make, place, or construct on or brifig_ontor6r 
cause to be made, placed, or constructed on or brought onto, any commission 
land such capital improvements as it considers necessary or desirable for the 
efficient development or use of the commission land or other land in the 
vicinity, and pay for or purchase any capital improvements made, placed, or 
constructed on or brought onto any commission land by any person. 

14. Where commission lands are unoccupied or a lease of commission land 
does not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the commission may 
pay to the municipality or regional district a grant in lieu of taxes. 

15. The commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council, a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission for the 
preparation of leases and other documents, for appraisals and evaluations of 
land, and for copies of documents of the commission. 

y 
16. Land shall be deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by reason 

of the designation by the commission of that land as an agricultural land 
reserve. ' 

Agreements. 17. For the purposcs of this Act, the minister may, subject to the approval 
of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, enter into such agreements as the 
minister considers advisable with 

(a) the Government of Canada; 
(b) a municipality; 
(c) a regional district; 
(d) an agent of the Crown; or 
(e) any other department of Government. 

Reports. 18. (1) The commission shall submit annually to the Lieutenant-Governor 
in Council 

(a) a report respecting- the operations of the commission fpr'^lhe 
immediately preceding fiscal year; / 



(b) a financial statement showing the business of the commission for 
that fiscal year, in such form as may be required by the 
Comptroller-General. 

(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly within fifteen 
sitting days from the commencement of the session next following the end of 
the fiscal year for which the report is made; but the commission is not 
required to submit its annual report less than ninety days after tlic end of its 
fiscal year. 

Regulations. 19. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act according to 
their intent, the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may make such regulations 
and orders as are ancillary thereto and not inconsistent therewith; and every 
regulation shall be deemed to be part of this Act and has the force of law; 
and, without restricting the generality of the foregoing, the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council may make regulations and orders 

(a) respecting land reserve plans for, and the designation, establish­
ment, and approval of, agricultural land reserves, and the 
designation of farm use; 

(b) respecting applications to the commission for permission under 
section 10 and section 11, and the practice and procedure for 
hearing the application, and for applications, hearings, and 
appeals under sections 8 and 9; -

(c) respecting residences for owners under subsection (4) of section 
10; 

(d) respecting the appraisal of land and the acquisition, by purchase 
or lease, of land; 

(e) respecting applications for sale or lease of commission land or 
personal property, or Crown land that is in a reserve, and the 
terms and conditions of sale or lease; 

(f) respecting the management and control of commission land; 
(g) prescribing the method of determining the eligibility of applicants 

to lease or purchase commission land; 
t.(h) prescribing the interest payable in respect of purchases from the, 

•̂ '̂  commission or arrears of rents; 
(i) providing for varying, waiving, postponing, or rescheduling of 

. interest or rent or the payment of interest or rent; and 
(j) respecting any other matter required for carrying out the purpose 

of this Act. 

Application ' . 20. (1) This Act is subject to the Environment and Land Use Act, and the 
Acts. Pollution Control Act, 1967, but otherwise, except as provided in this Act or 

in the regulations, this Act and the regulations are not subject to any oilier 
Act or regulations, whenever enacted or made, and no Minister, department 
of Government, or agent of the Crown shall exercise any power granted uiidor 
any other Act or regulation except in accordance with this Act and the. 
regulations. 



r 
(2) Notwithstanding the Land Act or any other Act or law, the 

commission, as agent of Her Majesty in right of the Province, shall administer 
as commission land all Crown land that is established under section 7 or 8 as 
reserve land, and may sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any portion of such 
land in accordance with this Act upon such terms and conditions as the 
commission may determine. 
—('3) Notwithstanding subsection (1), where Crown land that is established 
as an agricultural land reserve under section 8 has been leased by the Crown, 
or sold by agreement for sale by the Crown" and .not transferred to the 
purchaser before the twenty-first day of December, 1972, and on that date 
was-being used for a purpose other than farm use, but as permitted by, or not 
in contravention of, the terms and conditions of the lease or agreement for 
sale, that use may continue until the termination of the lease or the issue of 
title to the purchaser under the agreement for sale. 

(4) Subject to subsection (5), nothing in this Act or the regulations affects 
or impairs the validity of a by-law of a municipality or regional district 
relating to the use of agricultural land in an agricultural land reserve except in 
so far as the by-law is contrary to, or is in conflict with, inconsistent with, or 
repugnant to, this Act, or the regulations, or an order of the commission; and 
in case of any conflict, inconsistency, or repugnancy between the by-law and 
this Act, or the regulations, or order of the commission, this Act or the 
regulations or the order of the commission prevails. 

(5) A by-law or regulation of a municipality or regional district, or any 
provision thereof, that is, in any manner, in conflict with, inconsistent with, 
or repugnant to this Act, or the regulations, or order of the commission is 
suspended and of no effect to the extent of such conflict, inconsistency, or 
repugnancy. 
— (6) A by-law or regulation of a municipality or regional district that 
provides for further or additional restrictions or conditions respecting farrn 
use(of)agriculturariand than those provided by this Act and the regulations is 
not, for that reason alone in conflict with, inconsistent with, or repugnant to 

l_this Act and the regulations. -
(7) Subject to subsection (8), the Companies Act does not apply to the 

commission. 
(8) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, by order, declare that any 

of the provisions of the Companies Act apply to the commission, and those 
provisions thereupon apply to the commission. 

Appropriation. 21. (1) For the purposes of this Act and the establishment of an 
agricultural land reserve under section 8, the Minister of Finance shall, from 
time to time as required by the commission, pay out of the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund, or the Revenue Surplus Appropriation Account of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund, or partly from the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
and partly from the Revenue Surplus Appropriation Account, to the 

\ 
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ment. 

commission, an amount not exceeding in the aggregate twenty-five miihon 
dollars. 

(2) For thcx^purposes of this Act and the establishment of green belt land 
reserves, land bank; land reserves, or park land reserves, the Minister of 
Finance, may pay under the Green Belt Protection Fund Act or the 
Accelerated Parki Development Fund Act, or any other Act that authorizes 
moneys to be paid for such purposes, such amounts as he may consider 
necessary for the purpose of this Act. 

(3) Further moneys required for the purposes of this Act shall be paid out 
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund with moneys authorized by an Act of the 
Legislature to be paid and applied for such purposes. ^ 

22. (I) This Act, excepting this section, comes into force on a date to be 
fixed by the Lieutenant-Governor by his Proclamation and he may fix 
different dates for the coming into force of the several provisions of this Act; 
and the date of the coming into force of any of the provisions of this Act 
may be declared to be before or after the enactment of this Act. 

(2) Where the date of the coming into force of any of the provisions of 
this Act is prior to the enactment of this Act, that provision of the Act is 
retroactive to the extent necessary to give full force and effect to that 
provision on, from, and after that date. 

(3) This section comes into force on Royal Assent. 

Pi-intcU by K . M . M A C D O N A L D , Primer lo llic Queen's Most IIM-CHCIU MajeMv 
in rijjlu ol tlic Province of Briiisli Columbia. • 
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Land Commiss ion A c t 

[Assented to 18th April'; 1973.] 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Province of British Columbia, enacts as follows: 

L In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, 
"agricultural land" means land designated under section 8; 
"commission" means the commission established under section 2; 
"commission land" means land acquired by the commission for the purposes 
_ of this Act; 

"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for bona fide farrn purposes, 
including, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, husbandry 
of the land and the plants, and animals thereon, and any other similar 
activity designated as farm use by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council; 

""green belt land" means land referred to in section 7; 
"land" includes any estate or interest in land;' 
"land bank land" means land referred to in section 7; 
"land reserve plan" means a plan prepared pursuant to this Act in the manner 

prescribed by the regulations, which sets out clearly the areas within a 
municipality or regional district that, subject to the approval of the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, may be designated by the commission 
as an agricultural land reserve; 

"minister" means that member of the Executive Council charged by Order of 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council with the administration of this Act; 

"park land" means land referred to in section 7; 
"regulation" means a regulation or order of the Lieutenant-Governor in 

Council made under this Act; 
"reserve" means a reserve of land established under section 8 of this Act. 

2. (1) There is hereby established a commission to be known as the 
Provincial Land Commission (hereafter referred to as the "commission") / 
consisting of not less than five members appointed by the Lieutenant- j 
Governor in Council, to hold office during pleasure, and upon their j 
appointment the members constitute a corporation and shall be the directors^ 
thereof. \^ ^ 

(2) Each member shall be reimbursed for any reasonable travelling or 
out-of-pocket expenses necessarily incurred by him in discharging his duties, 
and in addition may be paid such remuneration for his services as a member 

_o£the commission as the Lieutenant-Governor in Council'may determine. 
(3) Except as provided in sections 8 and 9, at any meeting of the 

commission, a majority of the members constitutes a quorum. 

Chairman. 3. The Lieiitenant-Govemor in Council shall designate one of the 
members as chairman and one other member as vice-chairman. 
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4. (1) The commission is for all purposes an agent of the Crown. 
(2) The commission may, on behalf of the Crown, carry out its powers 

and duties under this Act in its own name without specific reference to Her 
Majesty and may hold in its own name any land or other real or personal 
property, and likewise may dispose of, mortgage, hypothecate, pledge, and 
assign any such property. 

5. (1) The commission may, pursuant to the Civil Service Act, appoint 
such officers and employees as it considers necessary for the purpose of this 
Act, and may determine their duties. 

(2) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint a general manager of 
the commission, to be appointed during pleasure, and may fix his 
remuneration and may declare that the Civil Service Act applies to him. 

(3) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may declare that the Civil Service 
Superannuation Act applies to the members of the commission and to the 
general manager. 

(4) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, engage and 
retain such experts, consultants, or specialists as it considers advisable and fix 
their remuneration. 

By-laws, 
etc. 

Objects 
and 
powers. 

6. The commission may make such by-laws and pass such resolutions, not 
contrary to law or this Act, as it considers necessary or advisable for the 
conduct of the affairs of the commission and, without limiting the generality 
of the foregoing, may make by-laws and pass resolutions with respect to the 
time and place of calling and holding meetings, the procedure to be followed 
at the meetings, and generally with respect to the conduct, in all respects, of 
the affairs of the commission; and may repeal, amend, or re-enact them. 

7. (1) It is the object of the commission to 
(a) preserve agricultural land for farm use; 

encourage the establishment and maintenance of family farms, 
and land in an agricultural land reserve, for a use compatible with 
the preservation of family farms and farm use of the land; 
preserve green belt land in and around urban areas; 
encourage the establishment and maintenance of land in a green 
belt land reserve for a use compatible with the preservation of a 
green belt; 
preserve land bank land having desirable qualities for urban or 
industrial development and restrict subdivision or use of the land 
for other purposes; 
encourage the establishment and maintenance of land in a land 
bank land reserve for a use compatible with an ultimate use for 
industrial and urban development; 
preserve park land for recreational use; 
encourage the establishment and maintenance of land in a park 
land reserve for a use compatible with an ultimate use for 
recreation; and 

(b) 

(c) 
(d) 

(e) 

(0 

(g) 
(h) 



(hi) advise and assist municipalities and regional districts in the 
preparation and production of the land reserve plans required for 
the purpose of this Act; 

and, for these objects, it has the power and capacity, by itself, or in 
co-operation with the Government of Canada, or any of its agencies or 
corporations, or with any department of Government, or with a municipality 
or regional district to 

(i) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, on such terms 
and conditions as may be negotiated, and hold such land for the 
purposes of this Act; 

(j) dispose of, by sale, lease, or otherwise, commission land and 
Crown land that is in an agricultural land reserve, a green belt 
land reserve, a land bank land reserve, or a park land reserve, 
subject to such terms and conditions as the commission may 
determine; 

(k) accept gifts of land subject to such terms and conditions as the 
commission may determine; 

(1) acquire and hold personal property and dispose of personal 
property so acquired by sale, lease, or otherwise; and 

(m) if authorized by any other Act, purchase or otherwise acquire, 
hold, administer, and dispose of land, including Crown land, for 
the purposes of that other Act. 

(2)"̂  For the purposes of this section, the Commission may 
(a) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, including 

Crown land, the present condition or future potential of which 
merits preservation by reason of its aesthetic quality or its 

, - ^location in or around urban areas, as green belt land; 
/(b)~^^ purchase or acquire land, except ,by expropriation, including 
~ ' Crown land, having desirable qualities for urban or industrial 

development or redevelopment, as land bank land; and 
(c) . purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, including 

Crown land, having desirable qualities for, or future potential for, 
recreational use, as park land; 

and,_upon-being so-purchased or acquired, the green belt land, land bank 
land, or park land is establishe.d as 

(d) a green belt land reserve; or 
(e) a land bank land reserve; or 
(0 ' a parkjand reseryg, 

as the case may be, and shall be subject to this Act and the regulations. 

Agricultural 8. (1) For the purposcs of section 7, the commission may, subjcct to this 
an reserves. section, with the prior approval of the Lieutenant::Governor in Council, 

designate l a ^ including Crown land.AhaLis (suitable) for farm -use,t as 
agriculturaT"knd, and, upon being so dest^aTed^^j^he^pimtefFai--land is 



established as an agricultural land reserve and shall be subject to this Act and 
thejfigulations. 
((^j The regional board of every regional district, either alone, or in 
cooperation with its member municipalities, shall, with the advice and 
assistance of the commission if required, including such financial assistance as 
may be determined by the commission, within ninety days after the coming' 
into force of this Act or/jvithin such further time as the commission may 
allow, by by-law,'adopt ,a'land"reserve, plan prepared in accordance with the 
regulations and file the by-law aricl'land reserve plan with the commission. 

(3) The council or regional board, as the case may be, shall not adopt a 
by-law for the purpose of this section until it has held a public hearing, notice 
of which has been published in the manner prescribed in section 703 of the 
Municipal Act, and except upon the affirmative vote of a majority 9f all the 
members of council or of all the directors of a regional board. 

(4) The provisions of section 703 of the Municipal Act apply, with the 
necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to a hearing under subsection 
(3). 

(5) Where the commission considers that the land reserve plan filed under 
subsection (2) carries out the intent and purpose of this Act, it shall, after 
approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, designate the agricultural 
land shown therein as an agricultural land reserve. 

(6) Where the commission considers it necessary or advisable to amend the 
land reserve plan filed under subsection (2) to better carry out the intent and 
purpose of this Act, it may recommend to the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council amendments to the land reserve plan, and shall, after approval by the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council of the land reserve plan or the land reserve 
plan as amended, designate the agricultural land therein as an agricultural land 
reserve. 

(7) Where the council or regional board of a municipality or regional 
district, as the case may be, fails or refuses to prepare and file a land reserve 
plan with the commission in accordance with subsection (2), the commission 
shall, subject to subsections (8), (9), and (10), prepare a land reserve plan and 
submit the land reserve plan to the Lieutenant-Governor in Council for 
approval. 

(8) The commission shall not submit the land reserve plan prepared under 
subsection (7) to the Lieutenant-Governor in Council until it has held a 
public hearing, notice of which has been published in the manner prescribed 
in subsection (1) of section 703 of the Municipal Act, and the provisions of 
subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section 703 of the Municipal Act apply, with 
the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to a hearing under this 
subsection. 

(9) For the purpose of a hearing under subsection (8), 
(a) the -commission has and may exercise all the powers of a 

Commissioner under sections 7, 10, and 11 of the Public Inquiries 
Act; 



(b) 

(c) 

the commission may accept written submissions or any other 
form of evidence; and 

Exclusion 
from agri­
cultural land 
reserve. 

notwithstanding subsection (3) of section 2, ,three members_of 
the commission have and may exercise all the powers of the,. 
comniission.._: 

(10) ThTLieutenant-Governor in Council may approve a land reserve plan 
as submitted by the commission under subsection (7), or with such 
alterations or variations as he may consider necessary or advisable to carry 
out the intent and purpose of this Act, and the commission may thereupon, 
pursuant to subsection (1), designate the agricultural land shown therein as an 
agricultural land reserve. 

(11) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section, pending the 
establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipality or regional 
district under this section, all land that is zoned for agricultural or farm use 
under a by-law of the municipality or regional district subsisting immediately 
prior to the twenty-firsf day of December, 1972, shall be deemed to be an -
agricultural land reserve and subject to this Act and the regulations, unless 
excepted by the commission. 

9. (1) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, upon the application of a 
municipality regional district, or the commission, or on his own, by order, 
exclude any land, whether Crown land or private land, from the reserve 
established under subsection (1) of section 8. 

(2) Subject to subsection,(5), an owner of land aggrieved by a designation 
by the commission of his land as part of an agricultural land reserve under 
section 8 may, notwithstanding that he appeared before, or made representa­
tions to, the municipality, or regional district, or the commission under 
subsection (3) or (8) of section 8, apply to the commission in the manner 
prescribed by the regulations to have his land excluded from the agricultural 
land-reserve. 

(3) The commission, after a hearing held in such manner and after such 
notice as is prescribed by the regulations, may allow the application upon 
such terms and conditions as it considers advisable, or rnay refuse the 
application. 

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (3) of section 2, for the purpose of the^ 
hearing, three members of the commission have and may exercise all the^ 
powers of the commission. 

(5) "~'Where land of an owner was, immediately prior to the twenty-firsTBay" 
of December, 1972, zoned for agricultural or farm use under a by-law of a?̂  
municipality or regional district subsisting on that date, the owner is not^j 
entitled to apply to the commission under subsection (2) unless so authorized^ 
by a resolution of a municipahty or a regional district, as the case may be. 

"(6) The commission shall, at the request of the owner, 
(a) deliver to him its decision in writing; and 
(b) allow him to examine and make available to him copies of all 

relevant documents in the custody of the commission pertaining 
to his application. — -
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(7) A person who is dissatisfied with the decision of the commission, 
(a) upon-being^authotizqd^ ^to^appeal-by,-a-resolution of the 

•^unicipality^rregional district, as the case may be; and-
(b) upon being 'granted leave to appeal by any two members of the 

commission, 
may appeal, in the manner prescribed in the regulations to the Environment 
and Land Use Committee established under the Environment and Land Use 
Act 

(8) Subject to the procedure prescribed by the regulations, an appeal 
under this section shall be a hearing and review, but the Environment and 
Land Use Committee may accept written submissions or any other form of 
evidence, provided any such submission or other form of evidence is made 
available to the appellant. 

(9) The Environment and Land Use Committee may, after a hearing, allow 
the appeal, subject to such terms and conditions as it may consider advisable, 
or refuse the appeal; and, in the event the appeal is refused, may order that 
any costs of the hearing be paid by the appellant, and, in the event the appeal 
is allowed, shall order that the reasonable costs incurred by the appellant be 
paid by the commission. 

(10) The commission is entitled to be a party on the hearing of the appeal 
and may take part in the proceedings. 

(11) Where land is excluded from a land reserve plan by order of the 
commission or the Environment and Land Use Committee under this section, 
the. commission amend the land reserve plan accordingly and notify the 
municipality or regional district, as the case may be, and the appropriate 
Registrar of Titles. 

•• ; 

10. (1) No person^^-shall^occupy or use agricultural land, designated as an 
agricultural land reserve pursuant'to section 8 for. any purpose other than 
farm use, ~^cept as permitted'by this Act or the regulations or by order of 

^the commission upon such terms "'afid'^nditions ai~Tlie~commission may 
impose. 

(2) In addition to the exceptions, reservations, or limitations set out in 
subsection (1) of section 38 of the Land Registry Act, a certificate of title 
heretofore issued under that Act in respect of agricultural land that is 
designated as an agricultural land reserve shall be subject, by implication and 
without special endorsement on the certificate of title, to this Act and the 
regulations respecting the reserve and farm use of the land contained therein; 
and the Registrar under the Land Registry Act shall note on every certificate 
of title of agricultural land hereafter issued that is designated as an 
agricultural land reserve an endorsement that the certificate of title niay be 
affected by this Act. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), the commission may, in respect of 
any agricultural land that is an agricultural land reserve, register a caveat in 
the appropriate Land Registry Office restricting the agricultural land 
described therein to farm use. 



/^^^)0n, from, and after the twenty-first day of D 
permitted by this_Act, or the regulations, or by a 

r, 1972, except'as 
f the cdmmissiori 

upon such terms and conditions as the commission may~impose, 
(a) no municipaility, or regional district, or any authodtyTbljard, or 

/ other-.agency established by it shall authorize" or permit agri-
j cultural land^lrTairTgricliltural land^reserve to be usedjlor a~ 
, purpose other than farm use, or authorize-or,permit a"Building to 
V^^be erected thereon.except ^ \ 

(i)^ for farm use; or \ 
j(ii) for residences'necessary for farm use; or 
%m)\ such,̂ es.idence_s for an owner of the agricultural land as may 

be perrhitted to be erected by the'regulttiOnsl 
(b) no person, designated or appointed under the Local Services Act,''^ 

shall authorize or permit agricultural land in an agricultural land 
reserve to be used for a purpose other than farm use, or authorize 
or permit a building to be erected thereon except 
(0 

S(ii) 
(iii) 

for farm use; or 
for residences necessary for farm use; or 
such residences for an owner of the agricultural land as may 
be permitted to be erected by the regulati(fns; 

Exemption. 

no approving officer under the Land Registry Act and no' 
approving officer or ^oard of Variance under the Municipal Act 
shall authorize or permit agricultural.land in an agricultural land 
reserve to be used for a purpose other than farm use; and 
no Registrar of Titles under the Land Registry Act ^^11 accept an 
application for deposit hf a plan of subdiyision^under the Land 
Registry Act or \jnder the Strata Titles Act, or under the Real 
Estate Aet,\al\ or part of which cpnsists of agricultural land in an 
agricultural-land reserve.'^'^^N^' - -/^•^^•asjP 

lln^ 1-1—(-1-)- Section 10 does not apply in respect of aericultura'Lland in an> 
agricultural land reserve that, on the twenty-first day of December, 1972,"^ 

l3y separate certificate'or'title issued under the Land Registry Act, (ess 
>ih than~two acres in area. ' 

Where a use of̂  agricultural land that is within an agricultural land^ 
reserve 

(b) 

is a Use other than farm use; and 
was established and carried on continously for a period of at least 
six months immediately prior to the twenty-first day of Dec-
ember, 1972; and 

(c) is permitted by, or is not,in contravention of, any other Act, 
regulation, by-law, order, or any other law respecting land use, 

that agricultural land is exempted from section 10 unless and until 
(d) the use of that agricultural land is changed to a use other than 

farm use without the permission of̂  the commission; or 
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any other Act, r e g u l a t i o n ^ p i l ^ order, or any other law made 
afterthe twenty-first day of^cember,-lg72, prohibits such use; 
or 
permission for any other use granted under any other Act, 
regulation, by-law, or order is withdrawn or expires. 

(3) Where agricultural land, exempted under subsection (2), is sold, leased, 
transferred, transmitted, or otherwise disposed of, this Act and the 
regulations thereupon apply to that land, except as otherwise permitted by 
the commission." 

(4) The commission may, in accordance with the regulations, hear and 
determine applications for permission under subsections (2) and (3), and 
under subsections (1) and (4) of section To,_and may grant or refuse 
permission for a use of the land for other than farm use, and may impose 
whatever terms and conditions it considers advisable, and, except as provided 
in siibsection (5]g>the decision of the commission is final and no appeal lies 
from that decision^ 

(4a) Where land of an owner was, immediately prior to the twenty-first 
day of December, 1972, zoned for agricultural or farm use under a by-law of 
a municipality or regional district subsisting on that date, the owner is not 
entitled to apply to the commission for permission for any other use under 
section 10 or 11, unless so authorized by a resolution of a municipality or a 
regional district, as the case may be. 

(5) An owner of land aggrieved 
\ (a) by an order or decision of the commission refusing permission 

under subsection (1) or (4) of section 10 or under this section; or 
by the terms and conditions imposed by the commission in an 
order made under subsection (1) or (4) of section 10, or a 

. permission granted under this section, 
may appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only, by way of 
stated case to the Supreme Court, and the provisions of the Summary 
Convictions Act respecting appeals by way of stated case apply, with the 
necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the appeal, and to any 
further appeal therefrom, and a reference in that Act to a Justice shall be 
deemed to be a reference to the commission. ' 

Additional 
powers re 
agricultural 
land. 

12. With respect to agricultural land designated as an agricultural land 
reserve, the commission may 

(a) make agreements with the owners of agricultural land respecting 
continued farm use of the agricultural land.upon such terms and 
conditions as may be agreed; 

(b) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with 
other persons to do so; 

(c) withdraw from an agricultural land reserve agricultural land 
owned by the commission and, with the prior approval of the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, dispose of such land^ to the 
Crown to be dealt with under the Land Act; 



(d) dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with the 
prior approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, to private 
ownership for permanent farm use, or any other use considered 
by the commission to be in the public interest, subject to such 
terms and conditions as the commission may determine; and 

(e) subject to the approval of the Minister of Finance, or of the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs, as the case may be, establish a 
system of tax incentives to encourage the dedication of privately 
owned agricultural land to permanent farm use, and to increase 
the agricultural productivity thereof. 

13. The commission may make, place, or construct on or bring onto, or 
cause to be made, placed, or constructed on or brought onto, any commission 
land such capital improvements as it considers necessary or desirable for the 
efficient development or use of the commission land or other land in the 
vicinity, and pay for or purchase any capital improvements made, placed, or 
constructed on or brought onto any commission land by any person.-

14. Where commission lands are unoccupied or a lease of commission land 
does not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the commission may 
pay to the municipality or regional district a grant in lieu of taxes. 

15. The commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council, a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission for the 
preparation of leases and other documents, for appraisals and evaluations of 
land, and for copies of documents of the commission. 

16. Land shall be deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by reason 
of the designation by the commission of that land as an agricultural land 
reserve. 

17. For the purposes of this Act, the minister may, subject to the approval 
of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, enter into such agreements as the 
minister considers advisable with 

(a) the Government of Canada; 
(b) a municipality; 
(c) a regional district; 
(d) an agent of the Crown; or 
(e) any other department of Government. 

18. (1) The commission shall submit annually to the Lieutenant-Governor 
m Council 

(a) a report respecting the operations of the commission for the 
immediately preceding fiscal year; 



(b) a financial statement showing the business of the commission for 
that fiscal year, in such form as may be required by the 
Comptroller-General. 

(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly within fifteen 
sitting days from the commencement of the session next following the end of 
the fiscal year for which the report is made; but the commission is not 
required to submit its annual report less than ninety days after the end of its 
fiscal year. 

19. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act according to 
their intent, the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may make such regulations 
and orders as are ancillary thereto and not inconsistent therewith; and every 
regulation shall be deemed to be part of this Act and has the force of law; 
and, without restricting the generality of the foregoing, the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council may make regulations and order/^ 

(a) respecting land reserve plans for, and the designation, establish­
ment, and approval of, agricultural land reserves, and the 
designation of farm use; 

(b) respecting applications to the commission for permission under 
section 10 and section 11, and the practice and procedure for 
hearing the application, and for applications, hearings, and 
appeals under sectiohs 8 and 9; 

(c) respecting residences for owners under subsection (4) of section 
10; 

(d) respecting the appraisal of land and the acquisition, by purchase 
or lease, of land; 

(e) respecting applications for sale'or lease of commission land or 
personal property, or Crown land that is in a reserve, and the 
terms and conditions of sale or lease; 

(f) respecting the management and control of commission land; 
(g) prescribing the method of determining the eligibility of applicants 

to lease or purchase commission land; 
(h) prescribing the interest payable in respect of purchases from the 

commission or arrears of rents; 
(i) providing for varying, waiving, postponing, or rescheduling of 

. interest or rent or the payment of interest or rent; and 
(j) respecting any other matter required for carrying out the purpose 

of this Act. 

20. (1) This Act is subject to the Environment and Land Use Aa. and the 
Pollution Control Act, 1967. but otherwise, except as provided in this Act or 
in the regulations, this Act and the regulations are not subject to any other 
Act or regulations, whenever enacted or made, and no Minister, dcpiutment 
of Government, or agent of the Crown shall exercise any power granted under 
any other Act or regulation except in accordance with this Act and the 
regulations. 



(2) Notwithstanding the Land Act or any other Act or law, the 
commission, as agent of Her Majesty in right of the Province, shall administer 
as commission land all Crown land that is established under section 7 or 8 as 
reserve land, and may sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any portion of such 
land in accordance with this Act upon such terms and conditions as the 
commission may determine. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1), where Crown land that is established 
as an agricultural land reserve under section 8 has been leased by the Crown, 
or sold by agreement for sale by the Crown and not transferred to the 
purchaser before the twenty-first day of December, 1972, and on that date 
was being used for a purpose other than farm use, but as permitted by, or not 
in contravention of, the terms and conditions of the lease or agreement for 
sale, that use may continue until the termination of the lease or the issue of 
title to the purchaser under the agreement for sale. 

(4) Subject to subsection (5), nothing in this Act or the regulations affects 
or impairs the validity of a by-law of a municipahty or regional district 
relating to the use of agricultural land in an agricultural land reserve except in 
so far as the by-law is contrary to, or is in conflict with, inconsistent with, or 
repugnant to, this Act, or the regulations, or an order of the commission; and 
in case of any conflict, inconsistency, or repugnancy between the by-law and 
this Act, or the regulations, or order of the commission, this Act or the 
regulations or the order of the commission prevails. 

(5) A by-law or regulation of a municipality or regional district, or any 
provision' thereof, that is, in any manner, in conflict with, inconsistent with, 
or repugnant to this Act, or the regulations, or order of the commission is 
suspended and of no effect to the extent of such conflict, inconsistency, or 
repugnancy. 

'• (6) A by-law or regulation of a municipality or regional district that 
provides for further or additional restrictions or conditions respecting farm 
use of agricultural land than those provided by this Act and the regulations is 
not, for that reason alone in conflict with, inconsistent with, or repugnant to 
this Act and the regulations. -
I (7) Subject to subsection (8), the Companies Act does not apply 
commission. ^ 

I ' (8) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, by order, declare that any 
>of the provisions of the Companies Act apply to the commission, and those 
provisions thereupon apply to the commission. 

21. (1) For the purposes of this Act and the establishment of an 
agricultural land reserve under section 8, the Minister of Finance shall, from 
time to time as required by the commission, pay out of the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund, or the Revenue Surplus Appropnation Account of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund, or partly from the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
and partly from the Revenue Surplus Appropriation Account, to the 



commission, an amount not exceeding in the aggregate twenty-five million 
dollars. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act and the establishment of green belt land 
reserves, land bank land reserves, or park land reserves, the Minister of 
Finance, may pay under the Green Belt. Protection Fund Act ox the 
Accelerated Park Development Fund Act, or any other Act that authorizes 
moneys to be paid for such purposes, such atnounts as he may consider 
necessary for the purpose of this Act. \ ^ 

(3) Further moneys required for the purposes of this Act shall be paid out 
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund with moneys authorized by an Act of the 
Legislature to be paid and applied for such purposes. 

Commence- 22. (1) This Act, excepting this section, comes into force on a date to be 
" ' fixed by the Lieutenant-Governor by his Proclamation and he, may fix 

different dates for the coming into force of the several provisions of this Act; 
and the date of the coming into force of any of the provisions of this Act 
may be declared to be before or after the enactment of this Act. 

(2) Where the date of the coming into force of any of the provisions of 
this Act is prior to the enactment of this Act, that provision of the Act is 
retroactive to the extent necessary to give full force and effect to that 
provision on, from, and after that date. 

(3) This section comes into force on Royal Assent. 

Printed by K . M . M A C D O N A L D , Printer to tlie Queen's Most txeclleni .Majesiv 
in riglu ol the Province of British Columbia. 
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Interpreta­
tion. 

Commission 
estabUshed. 

Land Commission Act \J^<,<im^^ 

1. In this Act , unless the context otherwise requires, 
"agricultural land" means land designated under section 8; 
"commission" means the commission established under section 2; 
"commission land" means land acquired by the commission for the 

purposes of this Ac t ; 
"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for bona fide farm 

purposes, including, without limiting the generality of the fore­
going, husbandry of the land and the plants, and animals 
thereon, and any other similar activity designated as farm use 
by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council; 

"green belt land" means land referred to in section 7; 
"land" includes any estate or interest in land; 
"land bank land" means land referred to in section 7; 
"land reserve plan" means a plan prepared pursuant to this Act 

in the manner prescribed by the regulations, which sets out 
clearly the areas within a mimicipality or regional district 
that, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council, may be designated by the commission as an agri­
cultural land reserve; ^ 

"minister" means that member of the Executive Council charged by 
Order of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council with the admin­
istration of this Act ; 

"park land" means land referred to in section 7; 
"regulation" means a regulation or order of the Lieutenant-Gover­

nor i n Council made under this Ac t ; 

"reserve" means a reserve of land established under section 8 of 
this Act . 1973, c. 46, s. 1. 

2 . (1) There is hereby established a commission to be known as the 
Provincial Land Commission (hereafter referred to as the "commission") 
consisting of not less than five members appointed by the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council, to hold office during pleasure, and upon their 
appointment the members constitute a corporation and shall be the 
directors thereof. 

(2) Each member shall be reimbursed for any reasonable travelling 
or out-of-pocket expenses necessarily incurred by him in discharging 
his duties, and in addition may be paid such remuneration for his ser­
vices as a member of the commission as the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council may determine. 

(3) Except as provided in sections 8 and 9, at any meeting of the 
commission, a majority of the members constitutes a quorum. 1973, 
c. 46, s. 2. 





Chairman. 

Agent of 
Crown. 

StaS. 

By-laws, etc. 

3 . The Lieutenant-Governor in Council shall designate one of the 
members as chairman and one other member as vice-chairman. 1973, 
c. 46, s. 3. 

4 . (1 ) The commission is for all purposes an agent of the Crown. 
(2 ) The commission may, on behalf of the Crown, carry out its 

powers and duties under this Act in its own name without specific refer­
ence to Her Majesty and may hold in its own name any land or other 
real or personal property, and likewise may dispose of, mortgage, hy­
pothecate, pledge, and assign any such property. 1973, c. 46, s. 4. 

5. (1) The commission may, pursuant to the Civil Service Act, ap­
point such officers and employees as it considers necessary for the pur­
pose of this Act, and may determine their duties. 

(2 ) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint a general 
manager of the commission, to be appointed during pleasure, and may 
fix his renmneration and may declare that the Civil Service Act applies to 
him. 

(3) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may declare that the Civil 
Service Superannuation Act applies to the members of the commission 
and to the general manager. 

( 4 ) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, engage 
and retain such experts, consultants, or specialists as it considers advis­
able and fix their remuneration. 1973, c. 46, s. 5. 

6. The commission may make such by-laws and pass such resolutions, 
not contrary to law or this Act, as it considers necessary or advisable 
for the conduct of the affairs of the commission and, without limiting 
the generality of the foregoing, may make by-laws and pass resolutions 
with respect to the time and place of calling and holding meetings, the 
procedure to be followed at the meetings, and generally with respect to 
the conduct, in all respects, of the affairs of the commission; and may 
repeal, amend, or re-enact them. 1973, c. 46, s. 6. 

Objects and 
powers. 7 . (1) It is the object of the commission to 

(a) preserve agricultural land for farm use; 
(b) encourage the establishment and maintenance of family farms, 

and land in an agricultural land reserve, and a use compatible 
with the preservation of family farms and farm use of the 
land; 

(c) preserve green belt land in and around urban areas; 
(d) encourage the establishment and maintenance of land in a 

green belt land reserve for a use compatible with the preser­
vation of a green belt; 

(e) preserve land bank land having desirable qualities for urban or 
industrial development and restrict subdivision or use of the 
land for other purposes; 



( /) encourage the establishment and maintenance of land in a 
land bank land reserve for a use compatible with an ultimate 
use for industrial and urban development; 

(g) preserve park land for recreational use; 
(/i) encourage the establishment and maintenance of land in a 

park land reserve for a use compatible with an ultimate use for 
recreation; and 

ihl) advise and assist municipalities and regional districts in the 
preparation and production of the land reserve plans required 
for the purpose of this Ac t ; 

and, for these objects, it has the power and capacity, by itself, or in 
co-operation with the Government of Canada, or any of its agencies or 
corporations, or with any department of Government, or with a munici­
pality or regional district to 

( j ) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, on such 
terms and conditions as may be negotiated, and hold such 
land for the purposes of this Ac t ; 

( / ) dispose of, by sale, lease, or otherwise, commission land and 
Crown land that is in an agricultural land reserve, a green belt 
land reserve, a land bank land reserve, or a park land reserve, 
subject to such terms and conditions as the commission may 

• determine; 
(k) accept gifts of land subject to such terms and conditions as the 

conmiission may determine; 
( / ) acquire and hold personal property and dispose of personal 

property so acquired by sale, lease, or otherwise; and 
(TTJ) if authorized by any other Act , purchase or otherwise acquire, 

hold, administer, and dispose of land, including Crown land, 
for the purposes of that other Act . 

(2) For the purposes of this section, the commission may 
(a) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, including 

Crown land, the present condition or future potential of which 
merits preservation by reason of its aesthetic quality or its 
location in or around urban areas, as green belt land; 

(ft) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, including 
Crown land, having desirable qualities for urban or industrial 
development or redevelopment, as land bank land; and 

(c) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, including 
Crown land, having desirable qualities for, or future potential 
for, recreational use as park land; 

and, upon being so purchased or acquired, the green belt land, land 
bank land, or park land is established as 

(d) a green belt land reserve; or 
(c) a land bank land reserve; or 
( /) a park land reserve, 

as the case may be, and shall be subject to this Act and the regulations. 
1973, c. 46, s. 7. 2181 



uS«MrvM. ^ - (^) purposes of section 7, the commission may, subject 
to this section, with the prior approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council, designate land, including Crown land, that is suitable for farm 
use, as agricultural land, and, upon being so designated, the agricultural 
land is established as an agricultiu-al land reserve and shall be subject 
to this Act and the regulations. 

(2 ) The regional board of every regional district, either alone, or in 
co-operation with its member municipalities, shall, with the advice and 
assistance of the commission if required, including such financial assis­
tance as may be determined by the commission, within ninety days after 
the coming into force of this Act or within such further time as the com­
mission may allow, by by-law, adopt a land reserve plan prepared in 
accordance with the regulations and file the by-law and land reserve plan 
with the commission. 

(3) The council or regional board, as the case may be, shall not adopt 
a by-law for the purpose of this section until it has held a public hear­
ing, notice of which has been pubUshed in the manner prescribed in sec­
tion 703 of the Municipal Act, and except upon the affirmative vote of 
a majority of all members of council or of all the directors of a regional 
board. 

(4) The provisions of section 703 of the Municipal Act apply, with 
the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to a hearing under 
subsection ( 3 ) . 

(5) Where the commission considers that the land reserve plan filed 
under subsection (2 ) carries out the intent and purpose of this Act , it 
shall, after approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, designate 
the agricultural land shown therein as an agricultural land reserve. 

(6) Where the commission considers it necessary or advisable to 
amend the land reserve plan filed under subsection (2) to better carry 
out the intent and purpose of this Act , it may reconunend to the Lieuten­
ant-Governor in Council amendments to the land reserve plan, and shall, 
after approval by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council of the land re­
serve plan or the land reserve plan as amended, designate the agricul­
tural land therein as an agricultural land reserve. 

(7) Where the council or regional board of a municipality or re­
gional district, as the case may be, fails or refuses to prepare and file 
a land reserve plan with the commission in accordance with subsection 
(2) , the commission shall, subject to subsections (8) , (9) , and (10) , 
prepare a land reserve plan and submit the land reserve plan to the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council for approval. 

(8) The commission shall not submit the land reserve plan prepared 
under subsection (7) to the Lieutenant-Governor in Council until it has 
held a public hearing, notice of which has been published in the manner 
prescribed in subsection (1) of section 703 of the Municipal Act, and 
the provisions of subsections (2) , (3) , and (4) of section 703 of the 



Municipal Act apply, with the necessary changes and so far as are ap­
plicable, to a hearing under this subsection. 

(9) For the purpose of a hearing under subsection (8) , 
(a) the commission has and may exercise all the powers of a 

Commissioner under sections 7, 10, and 11 of the Public In­
quiries Act; 

(b) the commission may accept written submissions or any other 
form of evidence; and 

(c) notwithstanding subsection (3) of section 2, three members of 
the commission have and may exercise £ill the powers of the 
commission. 

(10) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may approve a land re­
serve plan as submitted by the commission under subsection (7) , or with 
such alterations or variations as he may consider necessary or advisable 
to carry out the intent and purpose of this Act , and the commission 
may thereupon, pursuant to subsection (1 ) , designate the agricultural 
land shown therein as an agricultural land reserve. 

(11) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section, pending 
the establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipality or 
regional district under this section, all land that is zoned for agricul­
tural or farm use under a by-law of the municipality or regional district 
subsisting immediately prior to the twenty-first day of December, 1972, 
shall be deemed to be an agricultural land reserve and subject to this 
Ac t and the regulations, unless excepted by the commission. 1973, c. 46, 
s. 8. 

9 . (1) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, upon the appli­
cation of a municipality, regional district, or the commission or on his 
own, by order, exclude any land, whether Crown land or private land, 
from the reserve established mider subsection (1) of section 8. 

(2) Subject to subsection (5) , an owner of land aggrieved by a desig­
nation by the commission of his land as part of an agricultural land 
reserve under section 8 may, notwithstanding that he appeared before, 
or made representations to, the municipality, or regional district, or the 
commission under subsection (3) or (8) of section 8, apply to the com­
mission in the maimer prescribed by the regulations to have his land 
excluded from the agricultural land reserve. 

(3) The commission, after a hearing held in such manner and after 
such notice as is prescribed by the regulations, may allow the application 
upon such terms and conditions as it considers advisable, or may refuse 
the application. 

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (3) of section 2, for the purpose of 
the hearing, three members of the commission have and may exercise 
all the powers of the commission. 

(5) Where land of an ovraer was, immediately prior to the twenty-
first day of December, 1972, zoned for agricultural or farm use under a 

Exclusion 
from agri­
cultural land 
reserve. 



by-law of a municipality or regional district subsisting on that date, the 
owner is not entitled to apply to the commission under subsection (2) 
unless so authorized by a resolution of a municipality or a regional 
district, as the case may be. 

(6) The commission shall, at the request of the owner, 
(a) deliver to him its decision in writing; and 
(b) allow him to examine and make available to him copies of all 

relevant documents in the custody of the commission per-
tainmg to his application. 

(7) A person who is dissatisfied with the decision of the commission, 
(a) upon bemg authorized to appeal by a resolution of the munici­

pality or regional district, as the case may be; and 
(b) upon being granted leave to appeal by any two members of 

the commission, 
may appeal, in the manner prescribed in the regulations to the Envkon-
ment and Land Use Committee established under the Environment and 
Land Use Act. 

(8) Subject to the procedure prescribed by the regulations, an appeal 
under this section shall be a hearing and review, but the Enviroimient 
and Land Use Committee may accept written submissions or any other 
form of evidence, provided any such submission or other form of evi­
dence is made available to the appellant. 

(9) The Environment and Land Use Committee may, after a hear­
ing, allow the appeal, subject to such terms and conditions as it may 
consider advisable, or refuse the appeal; and, in the event the appeal is 
refused, may order that any costs of the hearing be paid by the appellant, 
and, in the event the appeal is allowed, shall order that the reasonable 
costs incurred by the appellant be paid by the commission. 

(10) The commission is entitled to be a party on the hearing of the 
appeal and may take part in the proceedings. 

(11) Where land is excluded from a land reserve plan by order of 
the commission or the Environment and Land Use Committee under 
this section, the commission shaU amend the land reserve plan accord­
ingly and notify the municipality or regional district, as the case may be, 
and the appropriate Registrar of Titles. 1973, c. 46, s. 9. 

tadre«Ae. person shall occupy or use agricultural land designated 
as an agricultural land reserve pursuant to section 8 for any purpose 
other than farm use, except as permitted by this Ac t or the regulations 
or by order of the commission upon such terms and conditions as the 
commission may impose. 

(2) In addition to the exceptions, reservations, or limitations set out 
in subsection (1) of section 38 of the Land Registry Act, a certificate 
of title heretofore issued under that Ac t in respect of agricultural land 
that is designated as an agricultural land reserve shall be subject, by 
implication and without special endorsement on the certificate of title. 



to this Act and the regulations respecting the reserve and farm use of the 
land contained therein; and the Registrar under the Land Registry Act 
shall note on every certificate of title of agricultinal land hereafter issued 
that is designated as an agricultural land reserve an endorsement that 
the certificate of title may be affected by this Act . 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2 ) , the coimnission may, in re­
spect of any agricultural land that is an agricultural land reserve, register 
a caveat in the appropriate Land Registry Office restricting the agricul­
tural land described therein to farm use. 

(4) On, from, and after the twenty-first day of December, 1972, 
except as permitted by this Act , or the regulations, or by an order of the 
commission upon such terms and conditions as the commission may 
impose, 

(a) no municipality, or regional district, or any authority, board, 
or other agency established by it shall authorize or permit agri­
cultural land in an agricultvural land reserve to be used for a 
purpose other than farm use, or authorize or permit a build­
ing to be erected thereon, except 

(i) for farm use; or 
(i i) for residences necessary for farm use; or 
(i i i) such residences for an owner of the agricultural 

land as may be permitted to be erected by the regulations; 
(6) no person, designated or appointed under the Local Services 

Act, shall authorize or permit agricultural land in an agricul­
tural land reserve to be used for a purpose other than farm 
use, or authorize or permit a building to be erected thereon, 
except 

(i) for farm use; or 
(ii) for residences necessary for farm use; or 
(ii i) such residences for an owner of the agricultural 

land as may be permitted to be erected by the regulations; 
(c) no approving officer under the Land Registry Act and no 

approving officer or Board of Variance under the Municipal 
Act shall authorize or permit agricultural land in an agricul­
tural land reserve to be used for a purpose other than farm 
use; and 

{d) no Registrar of Titles under the Land Registry Act shall accept 
an application for deposit of a plan of subdivision under the 
Land Registry Act, or under the Strata Titles Act, or under 
the Real Estate Act, all or part of which consists of agricul­
tural land in an agricultural land reserve. 1973, c. 46, s. 10. 

Exemption. XI. (1) Scction 10 docs not apply in respect of agricultural land in 
an agricultural land reserve that, on the twenty-first day of December, 
1972, was, by separate certificate of title issued under the Land Registry 
Act, less than two acres in area. 



(2) Where a use of agricultural land that is within an agricultural 
land reserve 

(a) is a use other than farm use; and 
(b) was established and carried on continuously for a period of at 

least six months immediately prior to the twenty-first day of 
December, 1972; and 

(c) is permitted by, or is not in contravention of, any other Act, 
regulation, by-law, order, or any other law respecting land 
use, 

that agricultural land is exempted from section 10 unless and imtil 
(d) the use of that agricultural land is changed to a use other than 

farm use without the permission of the commission; or 
(e) any other Act , regulation, by-law, order, or any other law 

made after the twenty-first day of December, 1972, prohibits 
such use; or 

( /) permission for any other use granted under any other Act, 
regulation, by-law, or order is withdrawn or expires. 

(3) Where agricultural land, exempted under subsection (2) , is sold, 
leased, transferred, transmitted, or otherwise disposed of, this Act and 
the regulations thereupon apply to that land, except as otherwise per­
mitted by the commission. 

(4) The commission may, in accordance with the regulations, hear 
and determine applications for permission under subsections (2) and 
(3 ) , and under subsections (1) and (4) of section 10, and may grant 
or refuse permission for a use of the land for other than farm use, and 
may impose whatever terms and conditions it considers advisable, and, 
except as provided in subsection (5) , the decision of the commission is 
final and no appeal lies from that decision. 

(4a) Where land of an owner was, immediately prior to the twenty-
first day of December, 1972, zoned for agricultural or farm use under 
a by-law of a municipality or regional district subsisting on that date, the 
owner is not entitled to apply to the commission for permission for any 
other use under section 10 or 11, unless so authorized by a resolution 
of a municipality or a regional district, as the case may be. 

(5) A n owner of land aggrieved 

(a) by an order or decision of the commission refusing permission 
under subsection (1) or (4) of section 10 or under this sec­
tion; or 

(ft) by the terms and conditions imposed by the commission in an 
order made under subsection (1) or (4) of section 10, or a 
permission granted under this section, 

may appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only, by way 
of stated case to the Supreme Court, and the provisions of the Summary 
Convictions Act respecting appeals by way of stated case apply, with the 



Additional 
powers re 
agricultural 
land. 

necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the appeal, and to 
any further appeal therefrom, and a reference in that Ac t to a Jusdce 
shall be deemed to be a reference to the commission. 1973, c. 46, s. 11. 

1 2 . With respect to agricultural land designated as an agricultural 
land reserve, the commission may 

(a) make agreements with the owners of agricultural land respect­
ing continued farm use of the agricultural land upon such 
terms and conditions as may be agreed; 

(fe) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with 
other persons to do so; 

(c) withdraw from an agricultural land reserve, agricultural land 
owned by the commission and, with the prior approval of the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, dispose of such land to the 
Crown to be dealt with under the Land Act; 

(d) dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with 
the prior approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Coimcil , to 
private ownership for permanent farm use, or any other use 
considered by the commission to be in the public interest, sub­
ject to such terms and conditions as the commission may deter­
mine; and 

(e) subject to the approval of the Minister of Fmance, or of the 
Minister of Mimicipal Affairs, as the case may be, establish 
a system of tax incentives to encourage the dedication of pri­
vately ovraed agricultural land to permanent farm use, and to 
increase the agricultural productivity thereof. 1973, c. 46, 
s. 12. 

1 3 . The commission may make, place, or construct on or bring onto, 
or cause to be made, placed, or constructed on or brought onto, any com­
mission land such capital improvements as it considers necessary or 
desirable for the efficient development or use of the commission land or 
other land m the vicmity, and pay for or purchase any capital improve­
ments made, placed, or constructed on or brought onto any commission 
land by any person. 1973, c. 46, s. 13. 

1 4 . Where commission lands are unoccupied or a lease of commis­
sion land does not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the 
commission may pay to the municipality or regional district a grant in 
lieu of taxes. 1973, c. 46, s. 14. 

1 5 . The commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieuten­
ant-Governor in Council, a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission 
for the preparation of leases and other documents, for appraisals and 
evaluations of land, and for copies of documents of the commission. 
1973, c. 46, s. 15. 

Mm^saSon Land shall be deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by 
resenr^iand ^^^^^'^ of the designation by the commission of that land as an agricul-

Capitallm-
provements. 

Taxes. 

Fees. 

tural land reserve. 1973, c. 46, s. 16. 



Agreements. 17 pgr the purposes of this Act , the minister may, subject to the 
approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, enter into such agree­
ments as the minister considers advisable with 

(a) the Government of Canada; 
(b) a municipality; 
(c) a regional district; 
(d) an agent of the Crown; or 
(e) any other department of Government. 1973, c. 46, s. 17. 

Reports. (1) Xhe Commission shall submit annually to the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council 

(fl) a report respecting the operations of the commission for the 
immediately preceding fiscal year; 

(b) a financial statement showing the business of the commission 
for that fiscal year, in such form as may be required by the 
Comptroller-General. 

(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly within 
fifteen sitting days from the commencement of the session next following 
the end of the fiscal year for which the report is made; but the commis­
sion is not requked to submit its annual report less than ninety days after 
the end of its fiscal year. 1973, c. 46, s. 18. 

Reguiauona Por the purposc of Carrying out the provisions of this Act accord­
ing to their intent, the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may make such 
regulations and orders as are ancillary thereto and not inconsistent there­
with; and every regulation shall be deemed to be part of this Act and has 
the force of law; and, without restricting the generality of the foregoing, 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may make regulations and orders 

(a) respecting land reserve plans for, and the designation, estab­
lishment, and approval of, agricultural land reserves, and the 
designation of farm use; 

(b) respecting applications to the commission for permission un­
der section 10 and section 11, and the practice and procedure 
for hearing the application, and for applications, hearings, and 
appeals imder sections 8 and 9; 

(c) respecting residences for owners under subsection (4) of sec­
tion 10; 

(d) respecting the appraisal of land and the acquisition, by pur­
chase or lease, of land; 

(e) respecting applications for sale or lease of commission land or 
personal property, or Crown land that is in a reserve, and the 
terms and conditions of sale or lease; 

( / ) respecting the management and control of conmiission land; 
(g) prescribing the method of determining the eligibility of appli­

cants to lease or purchase commission land; 
(h) prescribing the mterest payable in respect of purchases from 

the commission or arrears of rents; 



( / ) providing for varying, waiving, postponing, or rescheduling of 
interest or rent or the payment of interest or rent; and 

(j) respecting any other matter required for carrying out the pur­
pose of this Act . 1973, c. 46, s. 19. 

ot'ottier""" subject to the Environment and Land Use Act. 
Acta. and the Pollution Control Act, 1967, but otherwise, except as provided 

in this A c t or i n the regulations, this A c t and the regulations are not 
subject to any other Ac t or regulations, whenever enacted or made, and 
no Minister, department of Government, or agent of the Crown shall 
exercise any power granted under any other Act or regulation except 
in accordance with this Act and the regulations. 

(2) Notwithstanding the Land Act or any other Ac t or law, the com­
mission, as agent of Her Majesty in right of the Province, shall adminis­
ter as commission land all Crown land that is estabhshed under section 
7 or 8, as reserve land and may sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any 
portion of such land in accordance with this Act upon such terms and 
conditions as the commission may determine. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1) , where Crown land that is estab­
hshed as an agricultural land reserve under section 8 has been leased by 
the Crown, or sold by agreement for sale by the Crown and not trans­
ferred to the purchaser before the twenty-first day of December, 1972, 
and on that date was being used for a purpose other than farm use, but 
as permitted by, or not in contravention of, the terms and conditions of 
the lease or agreement for sale, that use may continue until the termin­
ation of the lease or the issue of title to the purchaser under the agree­
ment for sale. 

(4) Subject to subsection (5 ) , nothing in this Act or the regulations 
affects or impairs the vahdity of a by-law of a municipality or regional 
distirict relating to the use of agricultural land in an agricultural land 
reserve except in so far as the by-law is contrary to, or is in conflict 
with, inconsistent with, or repugnant to, this Act , or the regulations, or 
an order of the commission; and in case of any conflict, inconsistency, or 
repugnancy between the by-law and this Act , or the regulations, or order 
of the commission, this A c t or the regulations or the order of the com­
mission prevails. 

(5) A by-law or regulation of a municipaUty or regional district, or 
any provision thereof, that is, in any manner, m conflict with, incon­
sistent witii, or repugnant to this Act , or the regulations, or order of the 
commission is suspended and of no effect to the extent of such conflict, 
inconsistency, or repugnancy. 

(6) A by-law or regulation of a municipality or regional district that 
provides for further or <additional restrictions or conditions respecting 
farm use or agricultural land than those provided by this Act and the 
regulations is not, for that reason alone in conflict with, inconsistent 
with, or repugnant to this Act and the regulations. 
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(7) Subject to subsection ( 8 ) , the Companies Act does not apply to 
the commission. 

( 8 ) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, by order, declare that 
any of the provisions of the Companies Act apply to the commission, and 
those provisions thereupon apply to the commission. 1973, c. 46, s. 20. _ 

d o n ™ ' " ' ^ ' piurposes of this Ac t and the estabhshment of an 
agricultural land reserve under section 8, the Minister of Finance shall, 
from time to time as required by the commission, pay out of the Consoli­
dated Revenue Fund, or the Revenue Surplus Appropriation Account 
of the Consolidated Revenue Fimd, or partly from the ConsoUdated 
Revenue Fund and partly from the Revenue Surplus Appropriation 
Account, to the commission, an amount not exceeding in the aggregate 
twenty-five miUion dollars. 

(2 ) For the purposes of this Ac t and the establishment of green belt 
land reserves, land bank land reserves, or park land reserves, the Minister 
of Finance may pay under the Green Belt Protection Fund Act or the 
Accelerated Park Development Fund Act, or any other Ac t that author­
izes moneys to be paid for such purposes, such amounts as he may con­
sider necessary for the purpose of this Act . 

( 3 ) Further moneys required for the purposes of this Ac t shall be 
paid out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund with moneys authorized by 
an A c t of the Legislature to be paid and apphed for such purposes. 
1973, c. 46, s. 21. 

2 3 . ( 1 ) This Act , exceptmg this section, comes into force on a date 
to be fixed by the Lieutenant-Governor by his Proclamation and he may 
fix different dates for the commg into force of the several provisions of 
this Ac t ; and the date of the coming into force of any of the provisions 
of this Ac t may be declared to be before or after the enactment of this 
Act . 

(2) Where the date of the coming into force of any of the provisions 
of this Ac t is prior to the enactment of this Act , that provision of the Act 
is retroactive to the extent necessary to give full force and effect to that 
provision on, from, and after that date. 

(3 ) This section comes into force on Royal Assent. 1973, c. 46, 
s. 22. 

[NOTE—Sections 1 to 7, inclusive, sections 13 to 15, inclusive, and 
section 17 to 21, inclusive, proclauned in force May 18, 1973, Part II 
Gazette V o l . 16, p. 211; Sections 8 to 12, inclusive, and 16, proclaimed 
in force July 3, 1973, Part II Gazette V o l . 16, p. 359.] 

Printed by K . M . M A C D O N A L D , Printer to the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty 
in right ot the Province of British Columbia. 
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MINISTER OF THE ENVIRONMENT. 

B I L L 

No. 8 8 J [1977 

Land Curnniission Amendment A c t , 1977 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Province of British Columbia, enacts as follows: 

The title of the Land Conimissicii Act is repealed and the following 
substituted: 

"Agricultural Land Commission Act". 

Section I is amended by repealing lire definitions of 
(a) "green belt land", 
(b) "land bank land", and 
(c) "park land". 

Section 2 is repealed and the following substituted: 
2. (1) The Provincial Land Commission established under the Land 

Commission Act is continued as a corporation under the name "Provincial 
Agricultural Land Commission", consisting of not less than 5 members 
appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, and, on their appointment, 
the members constitute the corporation and are its directors. 

(2) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council shall designate one of the 
members as chairman and may designate one other member as vice-chairman. 

(3) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint such persons as he 
considers advisable as regional advisers to the commission, and the commis­
sion may designate one or more of the regional advisers so appointed to assist 
and advise the commission in respect of a matter pertaining to a resource 
management region established by the Environment and Land Use Committee 
under the Environment and Land Use Act. 

(4) Each member of die commission and each regional adviser shall be 
reimbursed for reasonable travelling and out-of-pocket expenses necessarily 
incurred by him in discharging his duties, and in addition may be paid such 
remuneration for his services as a member of the commission or as a regional 
adviser as the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may determine. 

(5) At any meeting of the commission a majority of the members 
constitutes a quorum. 

Section 3 is repealed and the following substituted: 
3. (1) The term of office of the chairman is during the Lieutenant-

Governor in Council's pleasure. 



(2) 'liic term of office o!" tlie other members is during the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council's pleasure, but not exceeding 4 years after their 
respective appointments. 

(3) The term of office of a regional adviser is during the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council's pleasure, but not exceeding 2 years after his 
appointment. 

s. 7. 5. Section 7 is repealed and the following substituted: 
Objects and I' !s die object of the Commission to 

(a) preserve agricultural land, 
(b) encourage the establishment, maintenance and preservation of 

farms, and encourage uses of land in an agricultural land reserve 
compatible with agricultural purposes, and 

(c) advise and assist municipalities and regional districts in the 
preparation and production of the land reserve plans required for 
the purpose of this Act; 

and, for these objects, it has the power and capacity, by itself, or in 
co-operation with the Government of Canada, or any of its agencies or 
corporations, or with a ministry of the Government, or with a municipality or 
regional district, to 

(d) acquire and dispose of land and personal property, and 
(e) if authorized by any other Act, acquire and dispose of land, 

including Crown land, for the purposes of that other Act. 

s. 8. 6. Section 8 is amended 
(a) in subsection (9) (c) by striking out "subsection (3) of section 2," and 

substituting "section 2 (5)," and 
(b) by adding the following after subsection (11): 

(12) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, on his own, or on the 
application in the prescribed manner of a municipality or regional district in 
respect of land within its jurisdiction, or on the application of the 
commission, by order, approve land for addition to a designated land reserve 
plan, and the commission may, pursuant to subsection (1), designate the land 
as or as part of the designated agricultural land reserve. 

(13) Before an application is made under subsection (12), the munici­
pality, regional district, or commission, as the case may be, shall hold a public 
hearing respecting the application in such manner and after such notice as is 
prescribed, and a report of the meeting shall accompany the application. 

(14) The commission, on the appliciiion in the prescribed manner of an 
owner of i.snd, may, pursuant to subsection (I), 
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(a) if it considers that the application carries out the intent and 
purpose of this Act, and 

(b) on approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, 
dcsigiuitc all or part of the land described in the application as or as part of a 
designated land reserve plan. 

Scction 9 is repealed and the following substituted: 
9. (1) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, 

(a) on his own, or on the application in the prescribed manner of a 
municipality or regional district in respect of land within its 
jurisdiction, or on the application of the commission, by order, 
exclude land from a reserve, on such terms and conditions as he 
considers advisable, or 

(b) on the application in the prescribed manner of a municipality or 
regional district in respect of land within its jurisdiction, or on 
the application of the commission, by order, without excluding 
the land from a reserve, grant permission under section 10 (1) or 
(4) or section 11 (2), on such terms and conditions as he 
considers advisable 

subject to compliance by the owner or occupier with the Acts and regulations 
and 

(c) the by-laws of the municipality or regional district, and 
(d) the decisions and orders of any person or body having jurisdiction 

over the land under an enactment 
that apply to the land; but before an application is made under this 
subsection, the municipality, regional district, or commission, as the case may 
be, shall hold a public hearing respecting the application in such manner and 
after such notice as is prescribed, and a report of the public hearing shall 
accompany the application. 

(2) Subject to subsection (5), an owner of land aggrieved by a designation 
by the commission of his land as part of a reserve may, notwithstanding that 
he appeared before or made representations to the municipality, or regional 
district, or the commission under section 8 (3) or (8), apply to the 
commission in the prescribed manner to have his land excluded from the 
agricultural land reserve. 

(3) The commission may, after a hearing held in such manner and after 
such notice as is prescribed, 

(a) allow the application on such terms and conditions as it considers 
advisable, or 

(b) refuse the application. 
(4) The commission may, in its discretion, prior to or subsequent to a 

hearing held under subsection with the consent of the applicant, grant 
relief to the applicant as if the ajiplication had been rnaile pursuant to section 
11 (4). 



(5) Where land of an owner was, immediately prior to December 21, 1972, 
zoned for agricultural or farm use under a by-law of a municipality or a 
regional district subsisting on that date, the owner is not entitled to apply to 
the commission under subsection (2) unless so authorized by a resolution of 
the municipality or regional district, as the case may be. 

(6) The commission shall, at the request of the owner, 
(a) deliver to him its decision in writing, and 
(b) allow him to examine and make available to him copies of all 

relevant documents in the custody of the commission pertaining 
to his application. 

(7) A person who is dissatisfied with the decision of the commission on an 
application under subsection (2), or under section 5 of the Soil Consenrntion 
Act, on being granted leave to appeal by any 2 members of the commission, 
may appeal in the prescribed manner to the Environment and Land Use 
Committee established under the Environment and Land Use Act. 

(8) Where 
(a) an application under this section is received by the commission 

after this subsection comes into force, and 
(b) a person is refused leave to appeal under subsection (7), 

the person may, not later than 30 days after he is refused leave to appeal, 
apply in the prescribed manner to the minister for leave to appeal, and, if 
granted, he may appeal in the prescribed manner to the Environment and 
Land Use Committee. 

(9) The Environment and Land Use Committee may, after a hearing, 
allow the appeal subject to such terms and conditions as it may consider 
advisable, or refuse the appeal, and, in the event the appeal is refused may 
order that costs of the hearing, as determined by the Environment and Land 
Use Committee, be paid by the appellant, and, in the event the appeal is 
allowed may order that reasonable costs incurred by the appellant, as 
determined by the Environment and Land Use Committee, be paid by the 
commission. 

(10) The commission is entitled to be a party on the hearing of the appeal 
and may take part in the proceedings. 

(11) Where land is excluded from a land reserve plan by order of 
(a) the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, or 
(b) the commission, or 
(c) the Environment and Land Use Committee 

under this section, the commission shall amend the land reserve plan 
accordingly and notify the municipality or regional district, as the case may 
be, and the appropriate Registrar of Titles. 

8. Section 10 is amended 
(a) by repealing subsection (3) and substituting the following: 



(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), a covenant, whether ol" a negative or 
positive nature, 

(a) in respect of 
(i) the use of land, or 
(ii) the use of a building on or to be erected on land, or 
(iii) the subdivision of land, or 

(b) that land is or is not to be built on, or 
(c) that several parcels of land designated in the covenant and 

registered under one or more certificates of title are not to be 
sold or transferred separately 

in favour of the commission in this section referred to as the "covenantee", 
may, with the consent of the covenantor, be registered as a charge against the 
title to that land and is enforceable against the covenantor and his successors 
in title, even if the covenant is not annexed to land owned by the covenantee. 

(3a) A charge registered under subsection (3) may be 

(a) modified by the commission and the owner of the land charged, 
or 

(b) discharged by the commission 
by an agreement or instrument in writing the execution of which is proved in 
accordance with the Land Registry Act. , and 
(b) in subsection (4) by repealing paragraph (d) and substituting the 

following: 
(d) no Registrar of Titles shall 

(i) accept an application for deposit of a subdivision plan, 
reference plan, explanatory plan, or other plan evidencing 
the subdivision of land, or 

(ii) permit a new parcel of land to be created by a metes and 
bounds description, or an abbreviated description, 

under the Land Registry Act. Strata Titles Act, or Real Estate 
Act, all or part of which consists of land in an agricultural land 
reserve. 

Section 11 is amended 
(a) by repealing subsection (3), 
(b) in subsection (4) 

(i) by striking out "subsections (2) and (3)," and substituting 
"subsection (2)," and 

(ii) by inserting "or in section 9 (I) (b)" after "subsection (5)", and 
(c) in subsection (4a) by striking out "for permission for any other use 

under section 10 or 11," and substituting "under subsection (4),". 

Section 12 is amended 
(a) by repealing paragraph (a), and 
(b) by adding "and" at the end of paragraph (c), by striking out "and" at 

the end of paragraph (d) and by repealing paragraph (e). 



s. 19. n . 

Regulations. 

Section 19 is repealed and the following substituted: 
19. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may make regulations. 

S. 20. 

S. 21. 

S. 22. 

Ss. 22 
to 24. 
Enforcement 
measures. 

12. Section 20 (2) is repealed. 

13. Section 21 is amended 
(a) in subsection (1) by striking out "not exceeding in the aggregate 

Iwenty-five million dollars." and substituting "approved by the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council.", and 

(b) by repealing subsection (2). 

14. Section 22 is repealed. 

15 

Determination 
and order. 

The Act is further amended by adding the following as sections 22 to 24: 
22. (1) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council or the commission may 

require an applicant under this Act, whose application has been allowed or 
granted on certain terms and conditions, to post a bond pursuant to the 
Security Bonding Act and the regulations to ensure compliance with those 
terms and conditions. 

(2) Where the commission has reason to believe that an activity, or use of 
land, in an agricultural land reserve is reasonably likely to be or is being 
carried on in a manner that may or does contravene this Act, the regulations, 
or an order of the commission, the commission 

(a) may order the owner or occupant 
(i) to refrain from commencing or continuing the activity, or 

use of land, for a period not exceeding 60 days, and 
(ii) to make such written or oral submissions to the commission 

as it may require to determine whether or not the activity, 
or use of land, would be likely to impair or reduce the 
agricultural capability of the land, 

(b) may apply to the Supreme Court for an order restraining or 
preventing the owner or occupant from commencing or con­
tinuing the activity, or use of land, in contravention of this Act, 
the regulations, or an order of the commission. 

23. Where 
(a) a submission has been made under section 22 (2) (a) (ii), and the 

commission determines that the activity, or use of land, would be 
reasonably likely to impair or reduce the agricultural capability of 
the land, or 

(b) no submission is made under section 22 (2) (a) (ii), 
the commission may, by order, 

(c) impose on the owner or occupant such terms and conditions of 
activity, or use of land, as it considers advisable, or 
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Service. 

(d) require that the land be restored to its former condition as 
agricultural land, to the satisfaction of the commission, or 

(e) require a bond pursuant to section 22 (1) to ensure compliance 
with paragraph (c) or (d), 

and, in case of default under paragraph (d), the commission may perform the 
work, and the cost of it is a debt due to the commission by the owner or 
occupant, as the case may be. 

24. Service of an order of the commission may be made 
(a) by personal service, or 
(b) by registered mail, in which case service shall be deemed to be 

made 7 days after mailing. 

I'rintcir hy K. M . MA(DONAII). 
i n I i^hl <il Che I 

rincer c, Che Oueen> MOM l;̂ eellenc M;,jescy 
covince of Brilish C(ilicinhi;i 
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' • / .̂  .. • •' r : ^Agricultural I^nd Coiiimissioil Act 
;'" \ J ' iConsolidated for convenience only, Jahuary'2d, 1978.] 

faterpret»-f c 1.rin.this 'Act, ' unliBss.!theacontext otherwise.fequires;:r.i 
. •• 'aj^cMtur^ laiid'-^me^s'liand designated under seadoh 8; 

"commission" means the conimissipn'ekabUshed'under section 2; 
' ' "cdniniission land" means land acquired by the Vommission for the 

purposes of this Ac t ; , V, ' 
"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for bona fide farm 

•• •; .1 !.<:." puiposes, including,' without liihitmg the geiieraiity of the fqrê ^ 
going, husbandry of the land and' the plants,^ and animals 

. J : i s i j a i j -thereon-,'and any other suriilai?acti^aty designated as farm use 
•<''••) ••'i ; c , '>by the Eieiiteriant-Gbvenior'in Council; ' 

"land" includes any estate or interest in l & d ; ^̂ 'V̂  
"",77 . Vl^d^reserye plai i" meam this Ac t 

i l l the "manner prescribed by the regulations, which sets out 
clearly the areas within. a municipaUty or regional district 
that, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in 

7 _ ',1 . Council, may be^ designated by the commission as aii=agri--
;.; cultiiraljland reserve;'?-: ; - :; 

u "miiiister" means that member of the Executive Council charged by 
- - • . Order of tiie Lieutenant-Governor in Council with the admin-

: - • istration of this Ac t ; ; . ' , 
"regulation" means a regulation or order of the Lieutenant-Gover­

nor in Council made under this Ac t ; 
• J , , ""reserve" means a reserve of land established under section 8 of 
• 7 ' • t' this Act.- - . . . - .; ^ 

1973, c. 46, s. 1; 1977, c. 73, s. 2. 

ASSitoai 2 . (1)71^6 Provmcial Land Commission estabhshed imder the Lawd 
^mnission. Commission Act is continued as a corporation under the name "Provin­

cial Agricultural Land Commission", consisting of not less than 5 mem-
. bers appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor in Coimcil,'^ and, on then: 

appointment, the members constitute the corporation aiid are its durec-
tors. 

, (2) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council shall designate one of the 
members as chairman and may designate one other member as vice-
chairman. 

( 3 ) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint such persons 
as he considers advisable as regional advisers to the commission, and the 

/ vTcommissipnmay designate one or more of the regional advisers so 
appointed to assist and advise the commission in respect of a matter 
pertaining to a resource managerhent region estabhshed by the Environ-

..ment and Land, Use Committee under the Environment and Land Use 
1 Act. . " , • " ••. • . 7- • 



(4 ) Each member of the commission and each regional adviser shall 
be reinibursed for reasonable travelling and out-of-pocket expenses 
necessarily iiicurred by him in discharging his duties, and in addition 
may be-paid such remimeration'for his services as a member of the 
commission or as •. a regional adviser as the Lieutenant-Governor i n 
Council may determine. . . ,. 

, (5) A t . any meeting of the commission a majority of the members 
constitutes a quorum. • 

1977, c. 73, s. 3. 

, 3 ; ( 1 ) The term of office of the chairman is during the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council's pleasure. :. 

(2) . The term;of office of the other members is during the Lieutenant-
Governor in; Council's- pleasure, but not exceedling 4 years after their 
respective appointments. ; 

(3 ) The term of office of a regional adviser is duriiig the Lieutenant-
Governor in Cbimcil 's pleasure, but not exceeding 2 years after his 
appointment. , ^ ! 

^ — . 1977;c.73,s.4.' 

4: ( 1 ) The commission is' for. all, purposes ah agent of the Crown. 
(2 ) The conmiission may, on behalf of the. Crown, carry out its 

powers and duties under this Ac t in its own name without specific refer­
ence to Her Majesty and may hold i n its own name any land or other 
real or personal property, and likewise may;^spose of, mortgage, hy-

; pothecate, pledge, and assign any such property. 
1973, c-46, s. 4. " ,- . 

Staff. 5 . ( 1 ) The commission may, pursuant to fbe Civil Service Act, ap­
point such officers and employees as it considers necessary for the pur­
pose of this Act , and may determine their duties. 
. . ( 2 ) J h e Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint a general 

, manager of the commission, to'be appointed during pleiasure, and rnay 
- .fix^his remuneriation and may declare that the CIVJ7 Service, Act applies to 

. . ' , ' . V t i n i . t " - • ^ 

' (3). The. Lieutenant-Gpyerhor in Council inay declare that the Civil 
Service Su'pefdhnuation Act appUes to the members of the commission 
and to the, general manager. 

' . (4 ) ' The coinmission, inay, with the approval of the minister, engage 
and retain such experts, consultants, or sjpecialists as it considers advis­
able and fix their remuneration. ' * ' 

' ;i973,c. 46, s. 5.'" • "; 
• :. - . i . : : - ' ' '-2. • 
By-iawB,etc.- - ; 6 . ; T h e commission may make such by-laws and pass such resolutions, 

• • not contrary :to law or this 'Act, as it considers necessary or advisable 
for the.conduct of the affaks of.the conmiission and, without limiting 
the generality of-the foregoing, may make byJaws and pass resolutions 
with respect to the tune and place of calling and holding meetings, the 

Term of 
office. 

Agent of 
Crown. 
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o 

o 

,j ; .procedure'to be followed at the'meetings,' and generally with respect to 
.- • the conduct, in all respects, of the affairs of the commission; and may 

' repeal, amend, or re-enact them. \ ' . r . • 
•:• • ~ , , . • •'•;i973,.c.46,s.,6; i- „ i - ;. r ' v . . 

ob^ecteand- ' 7, jt js the objcct 6f the commission tb . * ' 

(a) preserve agricultural land,' ' -
" ' (&) encourage the estabUshment, mamtenance and preservation of 

farms, and'encourage uses of land in an" agricultiural land re­
serve compatible with agricultural purposes, and 

7" ' (c) advise and assist'mimicipalities and regional districts in the 
preparation and production of the laiid reserve plans required 

' ' for the purpose of this 'Act; « 
, 'and, for these objects, it has the power and capacity, by itself, or i n 

co-operation with the Government of Canada; or any of its agencies or 
corporations, or with a ministry of the Government, or^with a mimici-
pahty oi: regional district, to ' .' 

* • ' (U) acquire and dispose of land and personal property, and 
(e) if authorized by any other Act, acquire and dispose of land, 

including Crown land, for the ptiifposes of that other Act . 
1977, c. 73.''s. 5. ' • ' '' ' 

rel^M. ^ - ^ ^ ^ purposes, of section 7, the commission may, subject 
to this section, with the prior approval pfjtiie.Lieuteriant-Govemor in 
Council ; designate land, including Crown land, that is suitable for farm 
use, as agricultural land, and, upon beingsOjdesignated, the agricultural 
land is estabhshed as an agricultural land reserve and shall be subject 

, . , to this Act and the regulations. . . . . . . . . 
(2) The regioiial board of every regional district, either alone, or in 

• . , „ co-operation with its member, municipalities,'shall; with the advice and 
assistance of the commission if required-, including such financial assis-

; tance as may be determined by the commission^ withm ninety days after 
the commg into force of this Ac t or within such further time as the com­
mission may allow, by by-law, adopt a land .reserve plan prepared in 
accordance with the regulations and file th? by-law and land reserve plan 

' with the commission. • , - . 

( 3 ) The cotmcil or regional iboard, as the case may be, shall not adopt 
aby-law for the purpose of this section until it^has held a public hear-

- ing, notice of which has been pubhshed in the manner prescribed in sec­
tion 703 of the Municipal Act, &nd except upon the affirmative vote of 

' . ' a majority of all members of council or of all^ the directors of a regional 
board. , • " 

(4) The provisions of section 703 of the Municipal Act apply, with 
the necessary changes and so far as are apipUcable,' to a.hearing under 
subsection (3)'. : . ' _ . ' ' • 

' (5) Where the commission considers that the land reserve plan filed 
•'under subsection (2) carries'but the intent and purpose of this Act , it 

3 



" ' . shall,':after approval of the Lieutenant-Govemor^in Council, designate 
... • , ;the agricultural land shown therein as an agriciiltural land reserve. 

(6) Where the commission considers, it necessary or advisable to 
amend the land reserve plan filed under subsection (2) to better carry 
out the intent and purppse^of this Act , ̂  niay recommend to the Liputen-. 
ant-Governor i n CoimcU amendment to the liand reserve plan, and sii'aill,' 

, ; after;approval by-tbe Ueute^ant-Gbvemor m Counc of the land re-
, r serye jjlan'orjthe^land^^re the agricul­

tural land therein as.an agnciiltiiraifland j^esdrye., 
; V (7) J\^ere the counciltpf region^^ municipaUty or re-

: , , .^onal disdict,Ias,,the,case may bp, fails or refuses to prepare and file 
a land reserve plan with the commission in accordance with subsection 

. (2 ) , thevCpmmissi9n,shaU,^su^bject to subsections (8 (10) , 
. ^^ , ;7 , . prepare a land resewe-plaUjand^subnut the land-rese^ to the 
_ r. ^ Lieutenant-Governor m , J \ ,. 

(8) The commission shall not submit the land reserve'plan prepared 
. under subsection (7.) to .the Lieutenant-Governor in Council until it has 

; -,. • , . held-a public:hearing,notice,pf,which has been pubUshed m the manner 
... : .prescribed^ in^siibsecti^ (1) of,section 703 ,of the Municipal Act, and 

the provisions of subsections (2 ) , (3,),2and (4) of section 703 of the 
Municipal Act apply, with the necessary changes and so far as are ap-
pUc'able, to a M a r b g under this sub̂ ^̂  ' ' ,' 

(9) For the p ^ 
(a) the coimnission has and may exercise all the powers of a 

Commissioner tmder sections 7, 10, and 11 oiiht Public In­
quiries Act; - " ' 

(6) the commission may accept written submissions or any other 
' ' -fbrm of evidence; and ... ' 

(c) notwithstanding section 2 (5) , three members of the commis-
' sion have arid'may exercise all the powers of the commission. 
• ' (10) The Lieutenant-Governor in Coimcil may approve-a land re­

serve plan as submitted by the commission under subsection (7 ) , or with 
such alterations or variations as he may consider necessary or advisable 
to carry out the-intent and purpose of this "Act, and the commission 
may thereupon, pursuant to subsection ( l ) . designate the agricultural 

• _ land shown therein as an agricultural land reserve. 
(11) Notwithstandmg the other provisions of this section, pending 

the estabUshment- of ah agricultural land reserve in a municipaUty or 
regional district under this section, aU land that is zoned for agricul­
tural or farm use under a by-law of-the municipaUty or regional district 
subsisting immediately prior to the twenty-first day of December, 1972, 
shaU.be deerhed to be an agricultural land reserve and subject to this 
A c t and the'regulations, unless excepted by the commission. 

(12) The Lieutenant-Governor in Coimci l may, on his own, or on 
the appUcatiotf in the prescribed manner of a municipality or regional 
district i n respect of land within its jurisdiction, or on the" appUcation of 

4, " ' 
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- the'cbmmission, by order, approye land for addition to aCdesignated land 
reserve plan, and the commission may, pursuant'to; subsection (1 ) , 
designate the land-as or as part'of the designated agricultural land re­
serve. 

(13) Before an application is made under-subsection (12) , the 
• - • -mrmicipality,.regional district, or conunis'sion/as the case may be, shall 

' -hold a public hearing respectiiig the application in such manner and 
after such notice as is prescribed, and a report of-the meeting shall 
accompany the application. •' • " ' ^ • 

' . ^ ' „(14) The comniission, on the appUcation m the prescriWd m a m 
" ' an owner of land, may, pursuant to subsection (1) , " 
:.' V , ' ' (a) if it considers that the'application carries put the intent and 

' ' purpose of this Ac t , arid ' 
' (6) on approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council , 

designate all or part of the land described in the application as or as 
part of a designated land reserve plan. 

• i973, c. 46, s. 8; 1977, c. 73, s. 6. 

fc5m"lSfc'ui- ® - (1) The Lieutenant-Governor in 'Coimci l may, 
tur^iand (A) QU his own, OT oh the"application in'the prescribed maimer 
» of a raunicipality or'regional district in respect .of land within 
' its jurisdiction. Or on the application of the commission, by 

^ order, exclude land froiri a reserve, on'such terms and con-
1 ' ' ditions as he considers advisable, of • -

1 •' {b) on the application i n the prfescribed'manner of a municipality 
or regional district in respect of land within its jurisdiction, or 
on the application of the commission, by order, without ex-

- eluding the land from a reserve, grant permission under sec-
' t i o n - l O ( l ) or (4) or section 11(2)-, bnsuch terms and con-

: • . ' . ditions as he considers advisable ' 
.1 - subject=to compliance by the owner or occupier; with the Acts and 

\ - --regulations and ' : - ^ - - • 
• " " (c) the by-laws of the municipality or regional district, and 

(d) the decisions and orders of any person or body having juris­
diction over the land under an ehactinent ' 

that apply to the land; but before an. application is made under this 
.subsection, the municipality, regional district, or Tcohimissioh, as the case 

'"may be, shall hold a public hearing respecting the.application in such 
manner and after such npticeiasis prescribed, and a report "of the public 
hearingshallaccompany the aipplicatioii; - : r . • . >:; 

(2) Subject to subsection (5), an owner bf land aggrieved by a desig­
nation by the commission of hislanci as part of 'a reserve riiay, notwith-

: Standing that he appeared before br:made representations,to th& mimici-
pality, or regional district, or:the cpmmission under section 8 (3) or 

, (8) , apply to the commission in the prescribed manner to have his land 
excluded from the agricultural-land.reser>5e. : <• r (-y-

<" ; 



(3) The commission may, after a hearing held in such manner and 
. after such notice as is prescribed, . , - ; , 

. • • (a) allow the apphcation on such terms and conditions as it con­
siders advisable, or 

(6) refuse the.appHcation. ' - i 
, (4) . The commission may, in its discretion, prior to or subsequent to 

a hearing held under subsection (3) , with the consent-of the appUcant, 
grant rehef to the applicant as if the apphcation had been made pursuant 
to section 11 (4 ) . 

(5) Where land of an owner was, immediately prior to December 21, 
1972, zoned.for agricultural or farm use under a by-law of a municipal­
ity or a regional district subsisting on that date, the owner is not entitled 
to apply to the commission under subsection (2) unless so authorized 
by a resolution of the municipality or regional district, as the case 

- . .. may be. , , 
(6) The commission shall, at the request of the owner,. 

(a) deliver to him its decision in writing, and 
(6) allow him to examine and make available to him copies of all 

relevant documents in the custody of the commission per-
. taining to his application. > 

(7) A person who is dissatisfied with the decision of the commission 
on an application under subsection (2) , or under section 5 of the Soil 
Conservflrion/4cf, on being granted leave,to appeal by any 2 members 
of the commission, may appeal in the prescribed manner to the Environ­
ment and Land Use Committee established under the Environment and 
Land Use Act. . '• • 

(8) Where , • 
(a) an application under this section is received by the commission 

after this subsection comes into force, and 
(6) a person is refused leave to appeal under subsection (7) , 

the person may, not later than 30 days after he is refused leave to appeal, 
apply in the prescribed manner to the minister.for leave to appeal, and, 
if granted, he may.appeal in the prescribed manner to the Environment 
and Land Use Committee. ^ < .A 

(9) The Environment and Land Use Committee may, after a hear-
• ing, allow the appeal subject to such terms and conditions as it may con­

sider "advisable, or refuse the appeal, and, in the event the appeal is 
• • refused-may order that costs of the hearing, as determined by the E n -

• vironment and Land Use Committee, be paid by the appellant, and, in 
the event the appeal is allowed may order that reasonable costs incurred 

- • . ; , by the appellant, as detennined by the Environment.and Land Use 
' Committee, be paid by the c o m m i s s i o n . . . ^ , v , . 

' • f - (;10) The commission is entitled to be a party on,the hearing of the 
..̂  i r- appeal and may take part in'the proceedings, j '. v 

(11) Where land is excluded from a land'reserve plan by order of 
(a) the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, or • ' -



(b) the commission, or 
(c) the Environment and Land Use Committee 

under this section, the commission shall amend the land reserve plan 
accordingly and notify the municipahty or regional district, as the case 
may be, and the appropriate Registrar of Titles. 

1977, c. 73, s. 7. , 

itrndreJew " pcTsou shall occupy or use agricultural land designated 
- , as an agricultural land reserve pursuant to section 8 for any purpose 

-other than farm use, except as permitted by this Act or the regulations 
or,by order of the commission upon such terms and conditions as the 
commission may impose. , ^ 

(2 ) In addition to the exceptions, reservations, or limitations set out 
in subsection ( 1 ) of section 38 of the Land Registry Act, a certificate 
of title heretofore issued under that Act in respect of agricultural land 
that is designated as an agricultural land reserve shall be subject, by 
implication,and without special endorsement on the certificate of title, 
to this A c t and the regulations respecting the reserve and farm use of the 
land contained therein; and the Registrar imder the Land Registry Act 
shall note on every certificate of title of agricultural land hereafter issued 
that is designated as an agricultural land reserve an endorsement that 
the certificate of title maybe affected by this Act . 
- (3) Notwithstanding subsection ( 2 ) , a covenant, whether of a nega­

tive or positive nature, 
(fl) i n respect of 

( i) the use'of la i id ,or -
• . ( i i ) the use of a building, on or to be erected on land, or 

(i i i) the subdivision, of land, or 
(b) that land is or is not to be built on, OT 
(c) that several parcels of land designated in the covenant and 

- registered under one or more certificates of title are not to be 
„ • " sold or transferred separately 

' i n favour of the comihission in this.section referred to as the "covenan­
tee", may, with the consent of the covenantor, be registered as a charge 
against the title to that land and is enforceable against the covenantor 
and his successors in title, even if the covenant is not aimexed to land 

,. owned by the covenantee. , 
(3a) Acharge.registered under subsection (3) may.be 

" ., (a) modified by the commission and the pwneTof the,land charged, 
or - . ^ 

(b) discharged by the commission. , , 
by an agreement or instrument in writing the "execution of which is 
proved in accordance with the La«rf iJe^wfry/I c^. ^ 

(4) On, from, arid after the twenty-first day' of'December, 1972, 
V. j ? i except as permitted by this Act , or the regulatidiis, of by an order of the 

commission upon such terins and conditibiis-as the commission may 
impose, -•'•^ 
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(fl) no municipality, or regional district,! or :any authority, board, 
-?. 6r:other agency estabUshed by itshaU authorize or permit agri-

' - : ; "cultural land in aii agricultural landjreserve to'be used for a 
Irfj ; purpose-othei: than farm use, or authorize (br permit a build-

i n g t d be erectedvthereon",i;except ~ • 
( i ) for farm use; or -

^ ,(U) for residences necessary for farm use; or ; -

^ - . (Ui) such residences for an owner of-the agricultural 
land as niay be permitted to be erected by the regulations; 

(6) no person, designated or appointed under the Local Services 
Act, shall authorize or permit agricultural land in an agricul-

• tural land reserve to be used for a purpose other than farm 
use, or authorize or permit a buUding to be erected thereon, 

• except " •" ; • ; 
( i ) for farm use; or 
(u) for residences necessary for farm use; or 
(ui) such residences for. an owner of. the agricultural 

land as may be permitted to be erected by the regulations; 
(c) no approving officer under the Land Registry Act and no 

approvmg officer or Board of "Variance under the Municipal 
Act shaU authorize or permit agricultural land, in an agricul­
tural land reserve to be used for a puipose other than farm 
use; and r • 

(d) no Registrar of Titles shall 
• ' ( i ) accept an appUcation 'for deposit of a subdivision 

plan, reference plan; explanatory plan, or other plan evi­
dencing the subdivision of land; or ' • 

, ' ' (u) permit a new parcel of lai id to be created by a metes 
'and boimds description, or an abbreviated description, 

. , ^ under the Land Registry Act, Strata Titles Act, OT-Real Estate 
Act, all or part of which consists of. land, ̂ in an agricultural 

7 land reserve. . . . .[ 
''•-'] 1973, c. 46, 8.10;,1977, c. 73, s. 8. " \ .": 

Exemption. (1) Section 10 does not apply in respect of'agribultural land in 
an agricultural land reserve that, on the twenty-first, day of December, 

• ' ' 1972; was, by "separate certificate of title issued under the Land Registry 
Act, less than two acres in area. 

. . . . (2) Where a use of agricultural land that is within an_,agricultural 
' ' land reserve, ' ' . - ' 

„ (a) J s a use other than farm use; and 

; , , • (ft) was estabUshed and carried on continuously for .a period of at 
" least six months immediately, prior to the, twenty-first day of 

December, 1972; and . , j? 

20/fl/.78 
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c- 'j. :'• (c) is'permitted by, or is not incbntraventibn of, any other Act , 
I ' . regulatibn,by-laW,l order, or aidy" other law respecting land 

1'V • •' - ^. use, .'• ' ' : • ' 
0 . ; f ? ^ t h a t agricultural land is exempted from section 10 unless and until 

- ' (d) the use of that agricultural land is changed to a use other than 
.. farm use without the permission of the commission; or 

• (e) any other Act , regulation, by-law, order, or any other law 
made after the twenty-first day of December, 1972, prohibits 
such use;"; or • t ' • • . " • ) 

if) permission for any'other use'granted imder any other Act , 
J • . , , ; , regulation, by-law, or order is withdrawn or expires. 

(3) [Repealed.t 1917,0. 73, s. 9.] 
• • (4) The commission may, in accordance with the regulations, hear 

and determine applications for permission under subsection (2) , and 
. . under subsections (I-) and (4) of section 10, and may grant or refuse 

-..permission for a use of the land for other than farm use, and may im­
pose whatever terms and conditions it considers advisable, and, except 
as provided in subsection (5) or in section 9 (1) (6) , the decision of 

_ : r the commission is final and no appeal lies from that decision. 
, ~, (4a) .Where land of ah owner was, immediately prior to the twenty-

' ' . ! first day of December, 1972, zoned for agricultural or farm use under 
a by-law of a municipality or regional district subsisting on that date, the 
owner is not entitled to apply to the conmiission under subsection (4) , 
unless so authorized by a resolution of a municipality or a regional dis-

' trict, as the case inay be. 
) -. ( 5 ) - A n owner of land aggrieved 

(a) by an oi-der or decision of the commission refusing permission 
' - under subsection (1) or (4) of section 10 or under this sec­

tion; or 
' (6) by the terms and conditions imposed by the commission i n an 

order made under subsection (1) or (4) of section 10, or a 
permission granted under this section, . i 

may appeal, on a question of law br iexcess of-jurisdiction only, by way 
" I : of stated case to the Supreme Court, and the provisions of the Summary 

., , - Convictions A ct respecting appeals by way of stated case apply, with the 
necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the appeal, and to 
any further appeal therefrom, and a reference in-that Ac t to a Justice 
shall be deemed to be a reference to the commission-. -

1973, c. 46, s. 11; 1977, c. 73, 8. 9. . . A 

^vanri^ 12. With respcct to agricultural land designated as an agricultural 
•picuiturai laiid fieservei, the c b f n m i s s i o n ' • • . ) 

' la) [Repealed- 1977, d. 73; s. 10.] " ' 
t j - i ' .: • (b), carry on farming operations oncommissibh land or agree with 

other persons to do so; ; - : ^ 
o:V '-.'z'*. " (c) -withdraw from-an agricultural land reserve, agricultural land 

owned.by the commission and, withthe'prior approval of the 



Taxes. 

• Lieutenant-Governor in Council, dispose of such land to the 
Crown to be dealt with under the Land .<4rt; and 

(d) dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with 
the prior approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, to 

: private.ownership for permanent farm use, or any other use 
considered by the commission to be in the public mterest, sub­
ject to such terms and conditions as the commission may deter-
mine. 

(e) [Repealed. 1977, c. 73, s. 10.] 
-. 1973, c. 46, s. 12; 1977. c. 73, s. 10. 

^v'^iSTs. The commission may make,'place, or construct on or bring onto, 
or cause to be made, placed; or constructed on or brought onto, any com-
mission land such capital'improvements as it considers necessary or 
desirable for the eflScient development o r use of the commission land or 
other land in the' vicmity, and pay for or purchase any capital improve­
ments made, placed, or constructed on or brought onto any commission 
land by aiiy person. -

; • .• ., a973,c.46,s. 13. ' 

• 1 4 . \Vhere comnussion lands are unoccupied or a lease of commis­
sion land does not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the 
commission may pay to the municipaUty or regional district a grant in 
lieu of taxes. " 

1973,c.46,s. 14. ; ' . 

1 5 . The commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieuten­
ant-Governor in Council, a schedule of fees to be.paid to the commission 
for the preparation of leases and other documents, for appraisals and 
evaluations, of ]_and, and for copies of documents of the commission. 

1973,c.46,s. 15; 

rom^sauon X a n d shaU be deemed not to be taken or injuriously aflfected by 
reMTv^iMd '^^ason of the designation by the commission of that land as an agricul­

tural land reserve. • " 
V. . . , ; . 1973,c.46,s. 16. . -- • • • . _ 

Agreements, 17. Por the purposcs of tMs Act , the minister may; subject to the 
• • '.'apprbval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Counti l , enter'mto such agree-

' inents ais the minister considers advisable-with * 
(d) the Government of Canada; -
(6) a municipality; ' 
(c) a regional district; 
,(d) an agent of the Crown; or - ^-^ . , c 
(e) any other nunistry or department of Goverament. — 7 

1973, c. 46,- s. 17; 1977, c.,;75, s. i (Proc. eflf.yOct. 21, 1977). 

Reports., 1 8 . .(1) The commission.shaU submitaunuaUy to the Lieutenant-
Governor in Coimci l i 

. . ' • • r(a) a report respectmg the operations ofithe commission for the 
~1 ' :qinunediately preceding fiscal'year; 
10 

Fees. 

file:///Vhere


(6)- a financial statement showing the business of the commission 
for that fiscal year, in such form as may be required by the 
Comptroller-General. 

(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly within 
fifteen sittmg days from the commencement of the session next following 
the end of the fiscal year for which the report is made; but the commis­
sion is not requured to submit its armual report less than ninety days after 

. • the end of its fiscal year.. .v'^ 
1973, c. 46, s. 18. 

Regulations. The Lieutenant-Govefnor in Coimcil may make regulations. 
1977, c. 73, s. 11. 

o/'otbS'*'"' 20. (1) This Ac t is subject to the Environment and Land Use Act, 
Acts. and the Pollution Control Act, 1967, hut otherwise, except as provided 

in this A c t or in the regulations, this Act and the regulations are not 
subject to any other A c t or regulations, whenever enacted of made, and 
no Minister, ministry of Government, or agent of the Crown shall 
exercise any power granted under any other Act or regulation except 
in accordance with this Ac t and the regulations. ^ ' 

(2) [Repealed. 1977, c. 73, s. 12.] / ' ' ' 
(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1) , where Crown land that is estab-

Ushed as an agricultural land reserve under section 8 has been leased by 
the Crown, or sold by agreement for sale by the Crown and nottrans-

- " ferred to the purchaser before the twenty-first day of December, 1972, 
and on that date was bemg used for a purpose other thatf farm use, but 

• s - as permitted by, or not in contravention of, the terms and conditions of 
the lease or agreement for sale, that use may continue until: the termin­
ation of the" lease or the issue of title to the purchaser under the agree-

' • ment for sale. -
. ' i i ; (4) Subject to subsection (5) , nothing in this A c t o r the regulations 

' affects or impairs the validity of a by-law of a municipality or regional 
district relating to the use of agricultural land in an agricultural land 

• ' , reserve except in so far as the by-law' is contrary to, or is in conflict 
- with, uiconsistent with, or repugnant to, this Act , or the regulations, or 

ian order of the commission; and in case' of any conflict, inconsistency, or 
repugnancy between the by-law and this Ac t , or the regulations, or order 
of the commission, this Ac t or the regulations or the order of the com­
mission prevails. 

(5) A by-law or regulation of a municipality or regional district, or 
- ' any provision thereof, that is, in any manner, in conflict with, incon-

-' sistent with, br repugnant to this Act , of the regulations, or order of the 
commission is suspended and of no effect to the extent of such conflict, 
inconsistency, or repugnancy. • • • " 

(6) A by-law or regulation of a municipality/or regional district that 
: provides for further or additional festrictions'or conditions respecting 

farm use or agricultural land than those provided by this Act and the 
11 



" 'regulations is not, 'for that reason alone in conflict with, inconsistent 
with, or repugnant to this Ac t and the regulations. 

(7) Subject to subsection (8) , the Companies Act does not apply to 
, the cominission. -

(8) " The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, by ordei:, declare that 
' ' - ariyoftheprovisionsof the Co>Mpa«/g5/4rt apply-to the coininission, and 

those provisions thereupon apply to the commission. 
1973, c. 46, s. 20; 1977, c. 73, s.' l2;M977;'c. 75, s. 1: (proc. eflf. Oct. 

21,1977). .ti.-. : 

a^™**'**"- r 21. X I ) For,the purposes of tUs .Ac t smd the estabUshment of an 
• ' "agnciiitural land reserve under section 8, the Minister of Fmance shaU, 

from time to time as required by the commission, pay out of the ConsoU-
, • dated.Revenue Fund, or the Revenue Surplus Appropriation Account 

of, the ConsoUdated Revenue Fund, or partly from the ConsoUdated 
Revenue Fund aiid partly from the Revenue Surplus Appropriation 
Account, to the commission, an amount approved by the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council . .. ^ . -

(2) [Repealed.' 1977, c. 73, s. 13.] ^ 
(3) Further moneys required for the purposes of this Act shaU be 

paid out of the ConsoUdated Revenue Fimd with moneys authorized by 
an-Act of the Legislature to be paid and appUed for such purposes. 

; 1973,c.46,8.21;,1977,c.73,s.l3. 

m ^ S ^ — ' 3 3 , , (1) The Lieutenant:Govemor in Council or the commission 
may require an appUcant under this Ac t , whose appUcation has been 
allowed or granted on certain terms and conditions, to post a bond pur-

,,suant to the Security Bonding Act and the regulations to ensure com-
pUance with those terms and conditions. 

, (2) Where the commission has reason to beUeye that an activity, or 
use of land, in an agricultural land reserve is reasonably Ukely to be or 
is being carried on in a manner that may or does contravene this Ac t , 

- the regulations, or an order of the cotnmissipn, the commission 
: J (a) may order the owner or occupant,, ; 

- , _ . ( i) to refrain froni commencing or continuing the ac­
tivity, or use of land, for a period not exceeding 60 days, and 

(u) to make such written or oral submissions to the 
i .- .,- commission as it may require to determine whether or not the 

: . . activity, or use of land, would be likely to impair or reduce 
the agricultural capabiUty of the land, , 

. , (6) may apply to the Supreme Court for.an order restraining or 
; ; ; preventing the owner or occupant from commencing or con-

; r , . : ; -, tinning the activity, or use of land, i n contravention of this 
. - . 3 . ; i f Ac t , the regulations, or an order of the commission. 

1977,0.73,5. 15. 
. 3 3 , Where . ' • • 

•-. ' ( a ) ' a submission has been made under section 22 (2) (a) (u ) , 
ij i ^ ' / ••\'h - • and the, cominission determines that the activity, or use of 

12 
•20/r/.78 



land, would be reasonably likely to impair or reduce the 
agricultural capabiUty of the land, or 

(6) no submission is made under section 22 (2) (c) ( i i ) , 
the commission may, by order, 

(c) impose on the owner or occupant such terms and conditions 
of activity, or use of land, as it considers advisable, or 

(d) require that the land be restored to its former condition as 
agricultural land, to the satisfaction of the commission, or 

(e) require a bond pursuant to section 22 (1) to ensure compli­
ance with paragraph (c) or id), 

and, in case of default under paragraph id), the commission may per­
form the work, and the cost of it is a debt due to the commission by the 
owner or occupant, as the case may be. 

1977, c. 73, s. 15. 

Service. 2 4 . Service of an order of the commission may be made 
id) by personal service, or 
(6) by registered mail, in which case service shall be deemed to 

be made 7 days after mailmg. 
1977, c. 73. s. 15. 

[NOTE—Sections 1 to 7, inclusive, sections 13 to 15, mclusive, and 
section 17 to 21, inclusive, proclaimed in force M a y 18, 1973, Part n 
Gazette V o l . 16, p. 211; sections 8 to 12, inclusive, and 16, proclaimed 
in force July 3, 1973, Part II Gazette V o l . 16, p. 359.] 

Printed by K. M. MACDOKALD, Printer to the Queen's Most ExceUent Majesty 
in right of the Province of British Columbia. 
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InterpreU-
tioa. 

Provincial 
Agricultural 
Land 
Commission. 

Agricultural Land Coinmission Act 
[Consolidated for convenience only, January 20, 1978.] 

1. In this Act , unless the context otherwise requires, 
"agricultural land" means land designated under section 8; 
"commission" means the commission estabUshed under section 2; 
"commission land" means land acquired by the commission for the 

purposes of this Act ; 
"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for bona fide farm 

purposes, mcluding, without limiting the generality of the fore­
going, husbandry of the land and the plants, and animals 
thereon, and any other similar activity designated as farm use 
by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council ; 

"land" includes any estate or interest in land; 
"land reserve plan" means a plan prepared pursuant to this Act 

in the manner prescribed by the regulations, which sets out 
clearly the areas withm a municipahty or re^onal district 
that, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council, may be designated by the commission as an agri­
cultural land reserve; 

"minister" means that member of the Executive Council charged by 
Order of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council with the admin­
istration of this Ac t ; 

"regulation" means a regulation or order of the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor in Council made under this Ac t ; 

"reserve" means a reserve of land estabUshed under section 8 of 
this Act . 

1973, c. 46, s. 1; 1977, c. 73, s. 2. 

2. (1) The Provincial Land Commission established under the Land 
Commission Act is continued as a corporation under the name "Provm-
cial Agricultural Land Commission", consisting of not less than 5 mem­
bers appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, and, on their 
appointment, the members constitute the corporation and are its direc­
tors. 

(2) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council shall designate one of the 
members as chairman and may designate one other member as vice-
chairman. 

(3) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint such persons 
as he considers advisable as regional advisers to the commission, and the 
commission may designate one or more of the regional advisers so 
appointed to assist and advise the commission in respect of a matter 
pertaining to a resource management region estabUshed by the Environ­
ment and Land Use Committee under the Environment and Land Use 
Act. 



Term of 
office. 

Agent of 
Crown. 

Staff. 

By-laws, etc. 

(4 ) Each member of the commission and each regional adviser shall 
be reimbursed for reasonable travelling and out-of-pocket expenses 
necessarily incurred by him in discharging his duties, and in addition 
may be paid such remuneration for his services as a member of the 
commission or as a regional adviser as the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council may determine. 

(5) A t any meeting of the commission a majority of the members 
constitutes a quorum. 

1977, c. 73, s. 3. 

3 . ( 1 ) The term of oflSce of the chairman is during the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council's pleasure. 

(2 ) The term of office of the other members is during the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council's pleasure, but not exceeding 4 years after their 
respective appomtments. 

(3) The term of office of a regional adviser is during the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council's pleasure, but not exceeding 2 years after his 
appointment. 

1977, c. 73, s. 4. 

4 . ( 1 ) The commission is for all purposes an agent of the Crown. 
( 2 ) The commission may, on behalf of the Crown, carry out its 

powers and duties under this Act in its own name without specific refer­
ence to Her Majesty and may hold in its own name any land or other 
real or personal property, and likewise may dispose of, mortgage, hy­
pothecate, pledge, and assign any such property. 

1973, c. 46, s. 4. 

5 . ( 1 ) The commission may, pursuant to the C/v/7 Service Act, ap­
point such officers and employees as it considers necessary for the pur­
pose of this Act, and may determine their duties. 

(2 ) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint a general 
manager of the commission, to be appomted during pleasure, and may 
fix his remuneration and may declare that the CJV:7 Service Act appUes to 
hun. 

(3) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may declare that the Civil 
Service Superannuation Act applies to the members of the commission 
and to the general manager. 

( 4 ) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, engage 
and retain such experts, consultants, or specialists as it considers advis­
able and fix their remuneration. 

1973, c. 46, s. 5. 

6 . The commission may make such by-laws and pass such resolutions, 
not contrary to law or this Act, as it considers necessary or advisable 
for the conduct of the affairs of the commission and, without limiting 
the generaUty of the foregoing, may make by-laws and pass resolutions 
with respect to the time and place of caUing and holding meetings, the 



procedure to be followed at the meetings, and generally with respect to 
the conduct, in all respects, of the affairs of the commission; and may 
repeal, amend, or re-enact them. 

1973, c. 46, s. 6. 

power? 7. It is the object of the commission to 
(a) preserve agricultural land, 
(b) encourage the establishment, maintenance and preservation of 

farms, and encourage uses of land in an agricultural land re­
serve compatible with agricultural purposes, and 

(c) advise and assist municipaUties and regional districts in the 
preparation and production of the land reserve plans required 
for the purpose of this Ac t ; 

and, for these objects, it has the power and capacity, by itself, or in 
co-operation with the Government of Canada, or any of its agencies or 
corporations, or with a ministry of the Government, or with a mxmici-
pality or regional district, to 

(d) acquire and dispose of land and personal property, and 
(e) if authorized by any other Act , acquire and dispose of land, 

including Crown land, for the purposes of that other Ac t . 
1977, c. 73, s. 5. 

iandresCTves ^ - puTposcs of section 7, the commission may, subject 
to this section, with the prior approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council, designate land, including Crown land, that is suitable for farm 
use, as agricultural land, and, upon being so designated, the agricultural 
land is established as an agricultural land reserve and shaU be subject 
to this Act and the regulations. 

(2) The regional board of every regional district, either alone, or in 
co-operation with its member municipalities, shall, with the advice and 
assistance of the commission if required, including such financial assis­
tance as may be determined by the commission, within ninety days after 
the coming into force of this Act or within such further time as the com­
mission may allow, by by-law, adopt a land reserve plan prepared in 
accordance with the regulations and file the by-law and land reserve plan 
with the commission. 

(3) The council or regional board, as the case may be, shaU not adopt 
a by-law for the purpose of this section until it has held a pubUc hear­
ing, notice of which has been pubUshed in the manner prescribed in sec­
tion 703 of the Municipal Act, and except upon the affirmative vote of 
a majority of aU members of council or of all the directors of a regional 
board. 

(4) The provisions of section 703 of the Municipal Act apply, with 
the necessary changes and so far as are appUcable, to a hearing under 
subsection (3 ) . 

(5) Where the commission considers that the land reserve plan filed 
under subsection (2) carries out the intent and purpose of this Act, it 



shall, after approval of the Lieutenant-Governor m Council, designate 
the agricultural land shown therein as an agricultural land reserve. 

(6) Where the cominission considers it necessary or advisable to 
amend the land reserve plan filed under subsection (2) to better carry 
out the intent and purpose of this Act, it may recommend to the Lieuten­
ant-Governor in Council amendments to the land reserve plan, and shall, 
after approval by the Lieutenant-Governor in Coimcil of the land re­
serve plan or the land reserve plan as amended, designate the agricul­
tural land therein as an agricultural land reserve. 

(7) Where the council or regional board of a municipaUty or re­
gional district, as the case may be, fails or refuses to prepare and file 
a land reserve plan with the commission in accordance with subsection 
(2), the commission shaU, subject to subsections (8), (9), and (10), 
prepare a land reserve plan and submit the land reserve plan to the 
Lieutenant-Governor in CouncU for approval. 

(8) The commission shaU not submit the land reserve plan prepared 
imder subsection (7) to the Lieutenant-Governor in CouncU untU it has 
held a pubUc hearing, notice of which has been pubUshed in the manner 
prescribed in subsection (1) of section 703 of the Municipal Act, and 
the provisions of subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section 703 of the 
Municipal Act apply, with the necessary changes and so far as are ap-
pUcable, to a hearing under this subsection. 

(9) For the purpose of a hearing under subsection (8), 
(a) the commission has and may exercise aU the powers of a 

Commissioner under sections 7, 10, and 11 of the Public In­
quiries Act; 

(6) the commission may accept written submissions or any other -
form of evidence; and 

(c) notwithstanding section 2 (5), three members of the commis­
sion have and may exercise all the powers of the commission. 

(10) The Lieutenant-Governor in CouncU may approve a land re­
serve plan as submitted by the comnussion under subsection (7), or wth 
such alterations or variations as he may consider necessary or advisable 
to carry out the intent and purpose of this Act, and the commission 
may thereupon, pursuant to subsection (1), designate the agricultural 
land shown therem as an agricultural land reserve. 

(11) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section, pending 
the establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipaUty or 
regional district under this section, all land that is zoned for agricul­
tural or farm use under a by-law of the municipaUty or regional district 
subsistmg immediately prior to the twenty-first day of December, 1972, 
shaU be deemed to be an agricultural land reserve and subject to this 
Act and the regulations, unless excepted by the commission. 

(12) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, on his own, or on 
the application in the prescribed manner of a municipality or regional 
district in respect of land within its jurisdiction, or on the appUcation of 



the commission, by order, approve land for addition to a designated land 
reserve plan, and the commission may, pursuant to subsection (1) , 
designate the land as or as part of the designated agricultural land re­
serve. 

(13) Before an appUcation is made under subsection (12) , the 
municipality, regional district, or commission, as the case may be, shaU 
hold a public hearing respecting the appUcation i n such manner and 
after such notice as is prescribed, and a report of the meeting shall 
accompany the appUcation. 

(14) The commission, on the application in the prescribed manner of 
an owner of land, may, pursuant to subsection (1 ) , 

(a) if it considers that the appUcation carries out the intent and 
purpose of this Act , and 

(6) on approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council , 
designate aU or part of the land described in the appUcation as or as 
part of a designated land reserve plan. 

1973, c. 46, s. 8; 1977, c. 73, s. 6. 

from"!'^™!- ®- The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, 
resl^'lf* ° " ° " application i n the prescribed manner 

of a municipality or regional district i n respect of land within 
its jurisdiction, or on the application of the commission, by 
order, exclude land from a reserve, on such terms and con­
ditions as he considers advisable, or 

( t ) on the application in the prescribed manner of a municipality 
or regional district in respect of land within its jurisdiction, or 
on the appUcation of the commission, by order, without ex­
cluding the land from a reserve, grant permission under sec-" 
tion 10 (1) or (4) or section 11 (2) , on such terms and con­
ditions as he considers advisable 

subject to compUance by the owner or occupier with the Acts and 
regulations and 

(c) the by-laws of the municipality or regional district, and 
(d) the decisions and orders of any person or body having juris­

diction over the land under an enactment 
that apply to the land; but before an appUcation is made under this 
subsection, the municipality, regional district, or commission, as the case 
may be, shaU hold a public hearing respecting the appUcation in such 
manner and after such notice as is prescribed, and a report of the public 
hearing shaU accompany the appUcation. 

(2) Subject to subsection (5) , an owner of land aggrieved by a desig­
nation by the commission of his land as part of a reserve may, notwith­
standing that he appeared before or made representations to the munici­
pality, or regional district, or the commission under section 8 (3) or 
(8) , apply to the commission in the prescribed manner to have his land 
excluded from the agricultural land reserve. 



(3) The commission may, after a hearing held i n such manner and 
after such notice as is prescribed, 

(a) allow the application on such terms and conditions as it con­
siders advisable, or 

(6) refuse the application. 
(4) The commission may, in its discretion, prior to or subsequent to 

a hearing held under subsection (3) , with the consent of the apphcant, 
grant rehef to the apphcant as i f the apphcation had been made pursuant 
to section 11 (4 ) . 

(5 ) Where land of an owner was, immediately prior to December 21, 
1972, zoned for agricultural or farm use under a by-law of a municipal­
ity or a regional district subsisting on that date, the owner is not entitled 
to apply to the commission under subsection (2) unless so authorized 
by a resolution of the municipality or regional district, as the case 
may be. 

(6) The commission shall, at the request of the owner, 
(a) deliver to him its decision in writing, and 
(ft) allow him to examine and make available to him copies of all 

relevant documents in the custody of the commission per­
taining to his apphcation. 

(7) A person who is dissatisfied with the decision of the commission 
on an apphcation under subsection (2 ) , or under section 5 of the Soil 
Conservation Act, on being granted leave to appeal by any 2 members 
of the commission, may appeal in the prescribed manner to the Environ­
ment and Land Use Committee established vmder the Environment and 
Land Use Act. 

(8) Where 
(a) an application under this section is received by the commission 

after this subsection comes into force, and 
(b) a person is refused leave to appeal under subsection (7) , 

the person may, not later than 30 days after he is refused leave to appeal, 
apply in the prescribed manner to the minister for leave to appeal, and, 
if granted, he may appeal i n the prescribed manner to the Environment 
and Land Use Committee. 

(9) The Environment and Land Use Committee may, after a hear­
ing, allow the appeal subject to such terms and conditions as it may con­
sider advisable, or refuse the appeal, and, i n the event the appeal is 
refused may order that costs of the hearing, as determined by the E n ­
vironment and Land Use Committee, be paid by the appellant, and, in 
the event the appeal is allowed may order that reasonable costs incurred 
by the appellant, as determined by the Environment and Land Use 
Committee, be paid by the commission. 

(10) The commission is entitied to be a party on the hearing of the 
appeal and may take part in the proceedings. 

(11) Where land is excluded from a land reserve plan by order of 
(a) the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, or 



(b) the commission, or 
(c) the Environment and Land Use Committee 

under this section, the commission shall amend the land reserve plan 
accordingly and notify the mimicipaUty or regional district, as the case 
may be, and the appropriate Registrar of Titles. 

1977, c. 73, s. 7. 

undT^i"^ 1 0 . (1) N o person shall occupy or use agricultural land designated 
as an agricultural land reserve pursuant to section 8 for any purpose 
other than farm use, except as permitted by this Ac t or the regulations 
or by order of the commission upon such terms and conditions as the 
commission may impose. 

(2) In addition to the exceptions, reservations, or limitations set out 
in subsection (1) of section 38 of the Land Registry Act, a certificate 
of title heretofore issued under that Ac t m respect of agricultural land 
that is designated as an agricultiu-al land reserve shall be subject, by 
implication and without special endorsement on the certificate of title, 
to this A c t and the regulations respecting the reserve and farm use of the 
land contained therein; and the Registrar vmder the Land Registry Act 
shall note on every certificate of title of agricultural land hereafter issued 
that is designated as an agricultural land reserve an endorsement that 
the certificate of title may be affected by this Act . 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2) , a covenant, whether of a nega­
tive or positive nature, 

(a) in respect of 
( i ) the use of land, or 
( i i ) the use of a building on or to be erected on land, or 
(ii i) the subdivision of land, or 

(b) that land is or is not to be built on, or 
(c) that several parcels of land designated in the covenant and 

registered under one or more certificates of title are not to be 
sold or transferred separately 

in favour of the commission in this section referred to as the "covenan­
tee", may, with the consent of the covenantor, be registered as a charge 
against the title to that land and is enforceable against the covenantor 
and his successors in title, even if the covenant is not annexed to land 
owned by the covenantee. 

(3a) A charge registered under subsection (3) may be 
(a) modified by the commission and the owner of the land charged, 

or 
(b) discharged by the commission 

by an agreement or instrument in writing the execution of which is 
proved in accordance with the Land Registry Act. 

(4) On, from, and after the twenty-first day of December, 1972, 
except as permitted by this Act, or the regulations, or by an order of the 
commission upon such terms and conditions as the commission may 
impose, 



(a) no municipality, or regional district, or any authority, board, 
or other agency established by it shall authorize or permit agri­
cultural land in an agricultural land reserve to be used for a 
purpose other than farm use, or authorize or permit a build­
ing to be erected thereon, except 

(i) for farm use; or 
(u) for residences necessary for farm use; or 
(iii) such residences for an owner of the agricultural 

land as may be permitted to be erected by the regulations; 
(b) no person, designated or appointed under the Local Services 

Act, shall authorize or permit agricultiural land in an agricul­
tural land reserve to be used for a purpose other than farm 
use, or authorize or permit a buildmg to be erected thereon, 
except 

(i) for farm use; or 
(ii) for residences necessary for farm use; or 
(ui) such residences for an owner of the agricultural 

land as may be permitted to be erected by the regulations; 
(c) no approving officer under the Land Registry Act and no 

approving officer or Board of Variance under the Municipal 
Act shall authorize or permit agricultural land in an agricul­
tural land reserve to be used for a purpose other than farm 
use; and 

(d) no Registrar of Titles shall 
(i) accept an appUcation for deposit of a subdivision 

plan, reference plan, explanatory plan, or other plan evi­
dencing the subdivision of land, or 

(u) permit a new parcel of land to be created by a metes 
and boimds description, or an abbreviated description, 

under the Land Registry Act, Strata Titles Act, or Real Estate 
Act, aU or part of which consists of land in an agricultural 
land reserve. 

1973, c. 46, s. 10; 1977. c. 73. s. 8. 

Exempuon. IX . (1) Scctiou 10 does not apply in respect of agricultural land in 
an agricultural land reserve that, on the twenty-first day of December, 
1972, was, by separate certificate of title issued under the Land Registry 
Act, less than two acres in area. 

(2) Where a use of agricultural land that is within an agricultural 
land reserve 

(a) is a use other than farm use; and 
(6) was estabUshed and carried on continuously for a period of at 

least six months immediately prior to the twenty-first day of 
December, 1972; and 



(c) is permitted by, or is not in contravention of, any other Act, 
regulation, by-law, order, or any other law respecting land 
use, 

that agricultural land is exempted from section 10 unless and until 
(d) the use of that agricultural land is changed to a use other than 

farm use without the permission of the commission; or 
(e) any other Act, regulation, by-law, order, or any other law 

made after the twenty-first day of December, 1972, prohibits 
such use; or 

(/) permission for any other use granted under any other Act, 
regulation, by-law, or order is withdrawn or expires. 

(3) [Repealed. 1977, c. 73, s. 9.] 
(4) The commission may, in accordance with the regulations, hear 

and determine apphcations for permission imder subsection (2), and 
under subsections (1) and (4) of section 10, and may grant or refuse 
permission for a use of the land for other than farm use, and may im­
pose whatever terms and conditions it considers advisable, and, except 
as provided in subsection (5) or m section 9 (1) (6), the decision of 
the commission is final and no appeal Ues from that decision. 

(4a) Where land of an owner was, immediately prior to the twenty-
first day of December, 1972, zoned for agricultural or farm use under 
a by-law of a municipality or regional district subsisting on that date, the 
owner is not entitled to apply to the commission under subsection (4), 
unless so authorized by a resolution of a municipaUty or a regional dis­
trict, as the case may be. 

(5) An owner of land aggrieved 
(a) by an order or decision of the commission refusmg permission 

tmder subsection (1) or (4) of section 10 or imder this sec­
tion; or 

(ft) by the terms and condhions imposed by the commission in an 
order made under subsection (1) or (4) of section 10, or a 
permission granted under this section, 

may appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only, by way 
of stated case to the Supreme Court, and the provisions of the Summary 
Convictions Act respecting appeals by way of stated case apply, with the 
necessary changes and so far as are appUcable, to the appeal, and to 
any further appeal therefrom, and a reference in that Act to a Justice 
shall be deemed to be a reference to the commission. 

1973, c. 46, s. 11; 1977. c. 73. s. 9. 

po*'w«j°J!f' respect to agricultural land designated as an agricultural 
'iS?"""'"" '^"'^ reserve, the commission may 

(a) [Repealed. 1977, c. 73, s. 10.] 
(b) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with 

other persons to do so; 
(c) withdraw from an agricultural land reserve, agricultural land 

owned by the commission and, with the prior approval of the 



Lieutenant-Governor in Council, dispose of such land to the 
Crown to be dealt with under the Land Act; and 

(d) dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with 
the prior approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, to 
private ownership for permanent farm use, or any other use 
considered by the commission to be in the public interest, sub­
ject to such terms and conditions as the commission may deter­
mine. 

(e) [Repealed. 1977, c. 73, s. 10.] 
1973, c. 46, s. 12; 1977, c. 73, s. 10. 

v^mmwa. The commission may make, place, or construct on or bring onto, 
or cause to be made, placed, or constructed on or brought onto, any com­
mission land such capital unprovements as it considers necessary or 
desirable for the efficient development or use of the commission land or 
other land in the vicinity, and pay for or purchase any capital improve­
ments made, placed, or constructed on or brought onto any commission 
land by any person. 

1973, c. 46, s. 13. 
T.xej. Where commission lands are unoccupied or a lease of commis­

sion land does not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the 
commission may pay to the municipality or re^onal district a grant in 
lieu of taxes. 

1973, c. 46, s. 14. 
Pees. 15 Tjje commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieuten­

ant-Governor in Council, a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission 
for the preparation of leases and other documents, for appraisals and 
evaluations of land, and for copies of dociunents of the commission. 

1973, c. 46, s. 15. 

rempSMUon ' ^ ^ ^ ^ deemed not to be taken or mjuriously affected by 
rei?v?iiKi reason of the designation by the commission of that land as an agricul­

tural land reserve. 
1973, c. 46,8.16. 

Agreemenu. 17. por the purposes of this Act, the minister may, subject to the 
approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, enter into such agree­
ments as the minister considers advisable with 

(a) the Government of Canada; 
(6) a municipality; 
(c) a re^onal district; 
(d) an agent of the Crown; or 
(e) any other ministry or department of Government. 

1973, c. 46, s. 17; 1977, c. 75, s. 9 (proc. eff. Oct 21,1977). 

Reportt. 18. (1) The commission shall submit annually to the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council 

(a) a report respecting the operations of the commission for the 
immediately preceding fiscal year; 



(b) a financial statement showing the business of the commission 
for that fiscal year, in such form as may be required by the 
Comptroller-General. 

(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly within 
fifteen sitting days from the commencement of the session next following 
the end of the fiscal year for which the report is made; but the commis­
sion is not required to submit its annual report less than nmety days after 
the end of its fiscal year. 

1973, c. 46, s. 18. 

Reguiauons. Xhe Lieutenant-Govemor in Council may make regulations. 
1977, c. 73, s. 11. 

o/'otha"'"' 20. (1) This Act is subject to the Environment and Land Use Act, 
Acu. and the Pollution Control Act, 1967, but otherwise, except as provided 

in this Act or in the regulations, this Act and the regulations are not 
subject to any other Act or regulations, whenever enacted or made, and 
no Minister, ministry of Govermnent, or agent of the Crown shall 
exercise any power granted under any other Act or regulation except 
in accordance with this Act and the regulations. 

(2) [Repealed. 1977, c. 73, s. 12.] 
(3) Notwithstandmg subsection (1), where Crown land that is estab­

hshed as an agricultural land reserve under section 8 has been leased by 
the Crown, or sold by agreement for sale by the Crown and not trans­
ferred to the purchaser before the twenty-first day of December, 1972, 
and on that date was being used for a purpose other than farm use, but 
as permitted by, or not in contravention of, the terms and conditions of 
the lease or agreement for sale, that use may continue until the termin-
adon of the lease or the issue of title to the purchaser xmder the agree­
ment for sale. 

(4) Subject to subsection (5), nothing in this Act or the regulations 
affects or impairs the vahdity of a by-law of a municipaUty or regional 
district relatmg to the use of agricultural land in an agricultural land 
reserve except in so far as the by-law is contrary to, or is m conflict 
with, inconsistent with, or repugnant to, this Act, or the regulations, or 
an order of the commission; and in case of any conflict, inconsistency, or 
repugnancy between the by-law and Uiis Act, or the regulations, or order 
of the commission, this Act or the regulations or the order of the com­
mission prevaUs. 

(5) A by-law or regulation of a municipaUty or regional district, or 
any provision thereof, that is, in any manner, in conflict with, incon­
sistent with, or repugnant to this Act, or the regulations, or order of the 
commission is suspended and of no effect to the extent of such conflict, 
inconsistency, or repugnancy. 

(6) A by-law or regulation of a municipaUty or regional district that 
provides for fiuther or additional restrictions or conditions respecting 
farm use or agricultural land than those provided by this Act and the 



regulations is not, for that reason alone in conflict with, inconsistent 
with, or repugnant to this Act and the regulations. 

(7) Subject to subsection (8) , the Companies Act does not apply to 
the coinmission. 

(8) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, by order, declare that 
any of the provisions of the Companies Act apply to the commission, and 
those provisions thereupon apply to the commission. 

1973, c. 46, s. 20; 1977, c. 73, s. 12; 1977, c. 75, s. 1 (proc. eflf. Oct. 
21. 1977). 

Appropria- 21. (1) For the purposes of this Ac t and the establishment of an 
agricultural land reserve under section 8, the Mmister of Finance shall, 
from tune to time as requured by the commission, pay out of the Consoli­
dated Revenue Fund, or the Revenue Surplus Appropriation Account 
of the ConsoUdated Revenue Fimd, or partly from the ConsoUdated 
Revenue Fund and partly from the Revenue Surplus Appropriation 
Account, to the commission, an amount approved by the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council . 

(2) [Repealed. 1977, c. 73, s. 13.] 
(3) Further moneys required for the purposes of this Act shall be 

paid out of the ConsoUdated Revenue Fund with moneys authorized by 
an Act of the Legislature to be paid and appUed for such purposes. 

1973. c. 46. s. 21; 1977. c. 73. s. 13. 

22. (1) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council or the commission 
measures. ^ 

may require an applicant under this Act , whose application has been 
allowed or granted on certain terms and conditions, to post a bond pur­
suant to the Security Bonding Act and the regulations to ensure com­
pUance with those terms and conditions. 

(2) Where the commission has reason to beUeve that an actiAdty, or 
use of land, in an agricultural land reserve is reasonably Ukely to be or 
is being carried on in a manner that may or does contravene this Act , 
the regulations, or an order of the commission, the commission 

(a) may order the owner or occupant 
( i) to refrain from commencing or continuing the ac­

tivity, or use of land, for a period not exceeding 60 days, and 
(u) to make such written or oral submissions to the 

commission as it may require to determine whether or not the 
activity, or use of land, would be likely to impair or reduce 
the agricultural capabiUty of the land, 

(b) may apply to the Supreme Court for an order restraining or 
preventing the owner or occupant from commencing or con­
tinuing the activity, or use of land, in contravention of this 
Act , the regulations, or an order of the commission. 

1977. c. 73, s. 15. 

Sfd'SJto!"°° 23. Where 
(a) a submission has been made imder section 22 (2) (a) ( i i ) , 

and the commission determines that the activity, or use of 



land, would be reasonably likely to impair or reduce the 
agricultural capability of the land, or 

(fc) no submission is made imder section 22 (2 ) (c) (ii), 
the commission may, by order, 

(c) impose on the owner or occupant such terms and conditions 
of activity, or use of land, as it considers advisable, or 

(d) require that the land be restored to its former condition as 
agricultural land, to the satisfaction of the commission, or 

(e) require a bond pursuant to section 22 ( 1 ) to ensure compli­
ance with paragraph (c) or (d), 

and, in case of default under paragraph (d), the commission may per­
form the work, and the cost of it is a debt due to the commission by the 
owner or occupant, as the case may be. 

1977, c. 73, s. 15. 

Service. 24. Service of an order of the commission may be made 
(a) by personal service, or 
( 6 ) by registered mail, in which case service shall be deemed to 

be made 7 days after mailing. 
1977, c 73, s. 15. 

[NOTE—Sections 1 to 7, inclusive, sections 13 to 15, inclusive, and 
section 17 to 21 , iaclusive, proclaimed in force May 18, 1973, Part II 
Gazette Vol. 16, p. 211; sections 8 to 12, inclusive, and 16, proclaimed 
in force July 3, 1973, Part II Gazette Vol. 16, p. 359.] 

Printed by K. M. MACDONALD, Printer to the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty 
in right of the Province of British Columbia. 

1978 

2,500-278-7823 

20/1/78 



A G R I C U L T U R A L L A N D C O M M I S S I O N A C T 

C H A P T E R 9 

Interpretation 

1. In this Act 
"agricultural l and" means land so designated under this Act ; 
"commiss ion" means the commission continued under this Act ; 
"commission land" means land acquired by the commission for the purposes of this 

Act ; 
"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for farm purposes, including 

husbandry of land, plants and animals and any other similar activity designated as 
farm use by regulation; 

" land reserve p lan" means a plan prepared under this Act according to the regulations 
and which sets out the areas that, subject to tHe approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counci l , may be designated by the commission as an agricultural land 
reserve; 

"reserve" means a reserve of land established under this Act . 
' 1973-46-1; 1977-73-2. 

Provincial Agricultural Land Commission 

2 . (I) The Provincial Agricultural Land Commission is continued as a 
corporation consisting of not less than 5 members appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counci l . The members constitute the directors. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall designate one member as chairman 
and may designate another member as vice chairman. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint regional advisers to the 
commission. The commission may designate one or more of the regional advisers to 
assist and advise the commission on a matter pertaining to a resource management 
region established by the Environment and Land Use Committee under the 
Environment and Land Use Act. 

(4) Each member and each regional adviser shall be reimbursed for reasonable 
travelling and out of pocket expenses necessarily incurred in discharging his duties, and 
in addition may be paid the remuneration fixed by regulation. 

I977-73-.V 

Term of office 

3. The term of office of a member or adviser is during pleasure but, except for 
the chairman, shall not exceed 4 years for a member or 2 years for an adviser. 

1977-73-4, 

Agent of Crown; service 

4. (1) The commission is for all purposes an agent of the Crown and may in its 
own name acquire and dispose of property. 

(2) A n order of the commissioner may be delivered personally or by registered 
mail . Service by mail is deemed to be made 7 days after mailing. 

1973-46-4: 1977-7.1-15. 



Staff 
5 . (1) There may be appointed under the Public Service Act officers and other 

employees necessary for the purpose of this Act. The commission may determine their 
duties. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint, during pleasure, a general 
manager of the commission, fix his remuneration and declare that the Public Service 
Act applies to him. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may declare the Pension (Public Service) 
Act applicable to members of the commission and to the general manager. 

(4) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, retain consultants 
considered advisable and fix their remuneration. 

1973-46-5. 

Bylaws, etc. 
6. The commission may pass bylaws and resolutions, not contrary to law or this 

Act, considered advisable for the conduct of the affairs of the commission. 
1973-46-6. 

Objects and powers 

7. It is the object of the commission to 
(a) preserve agricultural land; 
(b) encourage the establishment and maintenance of farms, and the use of 

land in an agricultural land reserve compatible with agricultural 
purposes; and 

(c) assist municipalities and regional districts in the preparation of land 
reserve plans required under this Act. 

For these objects, the commission has power, by itself or in cooperation with Canada, 
any of its agencies or corporations, a ministry of the Province, a municipality or a 
regional district, to acquire and dispose of property. 

1977-73-5. 

Agricultural land 

8. For the purposes of section 7, the commission may with the prior approval of 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council, designate as agricultural land, land, including 
Crown land, that is suitable for farm use. 

1973-46-8(1,5). 

Plans 

9. (1) The board of every regional district, alone or in cooperation vvith its 
member municipalities, shall, with the assistance of the commission if required, 
including financial assistance if approved by the commission, within the time allowed 
by the commission, adopt by bylaw a land reserve plan and file the bylaw and plan with 
the commission. 

(2) A regional board or municipal council shall not adopt a bylaw for the purpose 
of this section until it has held a public hearing, notice of which has been published in 
the manner set out in section 720 of the Municipal Act, and a majority of all members 
of council or of all directors of a regional board vote for the bylaw. Section 720 of the 
Municipal Act applies, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the 
hearing. 



(3) Where the commission considers it advisable to amend the plan to better carry 
out the intent of this A c t , it may recommend amendments to the plan to the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counci l . 

(4) Where the municipal council or regional board fails or refuses to prepare and 
file a plan with the commission, the commission shall, subject to subsections (5) and 
(6) and section 10 (1), prepare a land reserve plan and submit the land reserve plan to 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council for approval. 

(5) The commission shall not submit the plan prepared under subsection (4) to 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council until it has held a public hearing similar to that in 
subsection (2). 

(6) For the hearing 
(a) the commission has the powers of a commissioner under sections 12, 15 

and 16 of the Inquiry Act; 
(b) the commission may accept written submissions or any other form of 

evidence; and 
(c) 3 members of the commission have and may exercise all the powers of 

the commisssion. 
1973-46-8(2,3,4,6,7,8,9); 1977-73-6. 

Land reserves 

10. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may approve a land reserve plan as 
submitted by the commission with or without such alterations or variations as he may 
consider advisable to carry out the intent of this Act . On approval the commission, 
shall for municipal and regional plans and may for commission plans, designate the 
agricultural land shown in the plan as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) Pending the establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipality or 
regional district under this section, all land zoned for agricultural or farm use under a 
bylaw of the municipality or district passed prior to December 21, 1972, is deemed to 
be an agricultural land reserve unless excepted by the commission. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, on his own, on the application of a 
municipality or regional district for land within its territory or on the application of the 
commission, approve land for addition to a designated land reserve plan, and the 
commission may designate the agricultural land an agricultural land reserve. 

(4) For an application under subsection (3), the municipality, regional district or 
commission shall hold a public hearing in the manner and after the notice determined 
by regulation. A report of the meeting shall accompany the application. 

(5) The commission may, on application of an owner of land, with the approval 
of the Lieutenant Governor in Council and i f it considers that designation carries out the 
intent of this Ac t , designate all or part of the land described in the application as or as 
part of an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-8(10-14): 1977-73-6. 

Exclusion etc. from land reserve 

11. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, on his own, on application of 
a municipality or regional district for land within its territory or on application of the 
commission, exclude land from a reserve, on the terms he considers advisable. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, on the application of a municipality 
or regional district for land within its territory, or of the commission, without excluding 
the land from a reserve, grant permission on any terms he considers advisable for other 



than farm use subject to compliance by the owner or occupier with the applicable Acts , 
regulatiSns, bylaws of the municipality or regional district, and the decisions and 
orders of any person or body having jurisdiction over the land under an enactment. 

(3) Before the application is made, the proposed applicant shall hold a public 
hearing in the manner and with the notice determined by regulation. A report of the 
public hearing shall accompany the application. 

1977-73-7(part), 

Application for exclusion 

1 2 . (1) A n owner of land aggrieved by a designation of his land as reserve land 
may, notwithstanding an appearance before or representations to the municipality, 
regional district or commission under section 9, apply to the commission to have his 
land excluded from a land reserve. 

(2) The commission may, after a hearing held in the manner and after the notice 
required by regulation, allow the application on the terms it considers advisable or 
refuse the application. 

(3) The commission may in its discretion, pending or after the hearing, with the 
consent of the applicant, permit, on terms, a use other than a farm use. 

(4) Where land was, immediately prior to December 21, 1972, zoned for 
agricultural or farm use under a municipal or regional district bylaw subsisting on that 
date, the owner may not apply to the commission under this section unless so 
authorized by a resolution of the municipality or regional district. 

(5) The commission shall, at the the owner's request, deliver to him its decision 
in writing, and allow him to examine, and make available to him, copies of all relevant 
documents in the custody of the commission. 

l977-73-7(part). 
Appeal 

13. (1) A person who is dissatisfied with the decision of the commission on an 
application for exemption, on being granted leave to appeal by any 2 members of the 
commission, may appeal in the prescribed manner to the Environment and Land Use 
Committee under the Environment and Land Use Act. 

(2) Where an application is received by the commission after September 27, 
1977, and a person is refused leave to appeal, the person may, not later than 30 days 
after the refusal, apply in the prescribed manner to the minister for leave to appeal in 
the prescribed manner to the Environment and Land Use Committee. 

(3) The Environment and Land Use Committee may, after a hearing, allow the 
appeal subject to the terms it considers advisable, or dismiss the appeal and, in the 
event the appeal is dismissed, may order that costs of the hearing, as determined by the 
committee, be paid by the appellant. In the event the appeal is allowed, the committee 
may order that reasonable costs incurred by the appellant, as determined by the 
committee, be paid by the commission. 

(4) The commission is entitled to be a party on the appeal. 
l977-73-7(part). 

Plan to be amended 
14. Where land is excluded from a land reserve plan by order of the Lieutenant 

Governor in Counci l , the commission or the Environment and Land Use Committee, 
the commission shall amend the land reserve plan accordingly and notify the 
appropriate municipality or regional district and registrar of titles. 

1977-73-7(part). 



Use of land reserve 

15. (1) This section and sections 16 to 22 apply to agricultural land designated; 
as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) No person shall use agricultural land for any purpose other than farm use, 
except as permitted by this Act , the regulations or an order of the commission, on terms 
the commission may impose. 

(3) In addition to the limitations set out in section 23 (I) of the Land Title Act, a 
certificate of title heretofore issued for agricultural land is subject, by implication and 
without endorsement on the certificate of title, to this Act and the regulations governing 
the reserve and farm use of the land. 

(4) The regi.strar of titles shall endorse on every certificate of title to agricultural 
land hereafter issued, that the certificate may be affected by this Act . 

1973-46-10(1,2); 1978-25-335. 

Further use 
16. After December 21. 1972, except as permitted by this Act , the regulations or 

any terms imposed in an order of the commission, 
(a) a municipality or regional district, or any authority, board or other 

agency established by it or person designated under the Local Area Act 
may not permit agricultural land to be used for other than farm use, or 
permit a building to be erected on the land except for farm use or for 
residences necessary to farm use or as permitted by regulation; 

(b) an approving officer under the Land Title Act or the Municipal Act or a 
Board of Variance may not permit agricultural land to be used for other 
than farm u.se. 

1973-46-10; 1978-25-332. 

Covenant 

17. (1) A covenant in favour of the commission may, with the consent of the 
covenantor, be registered as a charge against the title and is enforceable against the 
covenantor and his successors in title, even if the covenant is not annexed to land 
owned by the commission. 

(2) The covenant may be 
(a) for the use of land, subdivision of land or the use of a building on or to be 

erected on land; 
(b) that land is or is not to be built on; or 
(c) that several parcels of land are not to be transferred separately. 

(3) A charge registered under this section may be modified by the commission 
and the owner of the land or discharged by the commission by an instrument in writing 
executed under the Land Title Act. 

1977-73-8; 1978-25-332. 

Registration restrictions 

18. A registrar of titles may not 
(a) accept a subdivision, reference, explanatory or other plan showing 

subdivision of land; or 
(b) permit a new parcel of land by a metes and bounds description or an 

abbreviated description, 



under the Land Title Act, Condominium Act or Real Estate Act, \yhcrc all or partrrfthe 
( l a o d r w in an agricultural land reserve. 

1977-73-8; 1978-25-332. 

Exception 

1 9 . (1) Restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land that, on 
December 21 , 1972, was, by separate certificate of title issued under the Land Registry 
Act, less than 2 acres in area. 

(2) The restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land lawfully 
used for other than a farm use, established and carried on continuously for at least 6 
months immediately prior to December 21 , 1972, unless and until 

(a) the use is changed, other than to farm use, without the permission of the 
commission; 

(b) an enactment made after December 21, 1972, prohibits the use; or 
(c) permission for the use granted under an enactment is withdrawn or 

expires. 
1973-46-11(1,2). 

Application for other than farm use 

20. (1) The commission may, under the regulations, hear applications for 
permission for a use other than a farm use, may grant or refuse permission for that use 
and may impose the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) Where land was, immediately prior to December 21, 1972, zoned for 
agricultural or farm use under a municipal or regional district bylaw, the owner may not 
apply to the commission under this section unless so authorized by a resolution of the 
municipality or the regional district. 

1973-46-1 l(4,4a); 1977-73-9. 

Appeal 

21 . A n owner of land, aggrieved by an order of the commission refusing 
permission for a use other than a farm use or imposing terms on permission for that use, 
may appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only, by way of stated case to 
the Supreme Court. The provisions of the Offence Act for appeals by way of stated case 
apply, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the appeal and to any 
further appeal. A reference in that Act to a justice is deemed to be a reference to the 
commission. 

1973-46-11(5). 

Additional powers 

22. The commission may for agricultural land 
(a) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with other 

persons to do so; 
(b) withdraw from an agricultural land reserve agricultural land owned by 

the commission and, with the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in 
Counci l , dispose of the land to the Crown to be dealt with under the Land 
Act; and 

(c) dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with the approval 
of the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l , to private ownership for 
permanent farm use, or any other,use considereti by the commission to 

file:///yhcrc


be in the public interest, subject to any terms the commission may 
impose. 

1973-46-12; 1977-73-10. 

Capital improvements 
2 3 . The commission may make capital improvements on commission land 

where it considers them desirable for the efficient use of its land or other land in the 
vicinity, and pay for or purchase capital improvements made on commission land by 
any person. 

1973-46-13. 

Taxes 

2 4 . Where commission land is unoccupied or a lease of commission land does 
not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the commission may pay to the 
municipality or regional district a grant in place of taxes. 

1973-46-14. 

Fees 

2 5 . The commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counci l , a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission for the 
preparation of leases and other documents, for appraisals and evaluations of land and 
for copies of documents of the commission. 

1973-46-15. 

No compensation for reserve land 

2 6 . Land shall be deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by reason of its 
designation as an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-16. 

Agreements 

2 7 . The minister may, for the purposes of this Ac t , with the approval of the 
Lieutenant Governor in Counci l , enter into agreements with Canada, a municipality, a 
regional district or an agent of the Crown. 

1973-46-17; 1977-75-9. 

Report and statement 

2 8 . (1) The commission shall submit annually to the Lieutenant Governor in 
Counci l , not later than 90 days after the end of its fiscal year, 

(a) a report of its operations for the preceding fiscal year; 
(b) a financial statement showing its business for that fiscal year, in the form 

required by the Comptroller General. 
(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly within 15 sitting 

days, following submission, of the session next following the end of the fiscal year. 
1973-46-18. ' 

Application of other Acts 

2 9 . (1) This Act and regulations are not subject to any other enactment, 
whenever enacted, except the Interpretation Act, the Environment and Land Use Act, 
the Pollution Control Act and as provided in this Act or regulations. 



(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by order, declare that a provision of 
the Company Act applies to the commission but otherwise the Company Act does not 
apply to the commission. 

197.3-46-20(1,7.8). 

Power under other Acts 
3 0 . A minister or agent of the Crown shall not exercise a power granted under 

another enactment except in accordance with this Act and regulations. 
1973-46-20(1). 

Conflict with bylaws 

3 1 . (I) Nothing in this Act or the regulations affects or impairs the validity of a 
municipal or regional district bylaw relating to the use of agricultural land in an 
agricultural land reserve except in so far as the bylaw is inconsistent with this Act , the 
regulations or an order of the commission. In case of an inconsistency this A c t . the 
regulations and the order prevail and the inconsistent portion is suspended. 

(2) A municipal or regional district bylaw that provides restrictions on farm use of 
agricultural land additional to those provided by this Act and the regulations is not, for 
that reason alone, inconsistent with this Act and the regulations. 

1973-46-20(4,5,6) 

Appropriation 

3 2 . Money required for the purposes of this Act shall be paid out of the 
consolidated revenue fund with money authorized by an Act of the Legislature for such 
purposes. 

197.3-46-21. 

Bonding 

3 3 . The Lieutenant Governor in Council or the commission may require an 
applicant under this Act , who.se application has been granted on terms, to post a bond 
pursuant to the Bonding Act and the regulations to ensure compliance with the terms. 

1977-73-15. 

Enforcement 

3 4 . Where the commission believes that a present or future activity or use of 
land in an agricultural land reserve may contravene this Act , the regulations or an order 
of the commission, the commission 

(a) may order the owner or occupant to refrain from the activity or use for a 
period not exceeding 60 days, and to make written or oral submissions to 
the commission as it requires to determine any likely impairment of the 
agricultural capability of the land; 

(b) may apply to the Supreme Court for an order restraining the owner or 
occupant from commencing or continuing the activity or use of land in 
contravention of this Act , the regulations or an order of the commission. 
[Note: see section 6. Soil Conservation Act . ] 

1977-73-15. 

Determination and order 

3 5 . Where after a submission and a determination that the activity, or use of 
land, would likely impair agricultural capability, or where no submission is made, the 
commission may, by order 

8 
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(a) impose on the owner or occupant the terms for activity or use of the land 
it considers advisable; or 

(b) require that the land be restored to its former condition as agricultural 
land, to the satisfaction of the commission; and 

(c) require a bond to ensure compliance. 
In case of default under paragraph (b), the commission may perform the work, and the 
cost is a debt due to the commission by the owner or occupant in default. 

1977-73-15. 

Transitional 

3 6 . Notwithstanding sections 29 and 30, where Crown land established as an 
agricultural land reserve under this Act has been leased by the Crown, or sold by 
agreement for sale by the Crown and not transferred to the purchaser before December 
21, 1972, and on that date was being used for a purpose other than farm use, and not in 
contravention of the terms of the lease or agreement, that use may continue until 
termination of the lease or issue of title to the purchaser under the agreement for sale. 

1973-46-20(3). 

Regulations 

3 7 . The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations. 
1977-73-11. 

[Note: Act assented to Apiril 18, 1973 and came into force on proclamation, whicti 
could have been declared to be before or after enactment. The declaration power was 
not exercised. 1973-46-22.] 
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Certified correct as passed Third Reading on the 29th day o£ 
July, 1980. IAN D. IZARD, Law Clerk. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

BILL 

No. 33] [1980 

Revised Statutes Correction Act, 1980 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Province of British Columbia, enacts as follows: 

Agricultural Land Coinmission Act Amendments 

1. Section 4 (2) of the Agricultural Land Commission Act, R.S.B.C. 
1979, c. 9, is amended by striking out "commissioner" and substitut-
ing "commission". 

2. Section 13 (1) is amended by striking out "exemption," and substi­
tuting "exclusion,". 

3. Section 17 (1) is amended by adding ", whether of a negative or 
positive nature," after "A covenant". 

4. Section 18 is amended 
(a) by adding "an application for deposit of" after "accept", and 
(b) by striking out "where a l l or part of the land is" and substi­

tuting ", a l l or part of which consists of land". 

5. Section 28 is amended 
(a) in subsection (1) by striking out ", not later than 90 days af­

ter the end of its f iscal year," and 
(b) in subsection (2) by adding at the end ", but the commission 

need not suhmit its report sooner than 90 days after the end of 
its f iscal year". 

Forest Act Amendment 

6. Section 14 (1) of the Forest Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 140, is repealed 
and the following substituted: 



(1) With the approval of the regional manager the holder of one 
or more, or a <x>mbination of, 

(a) timber sale harvesting licences, and 
(b) timber sale licences entered into under this or the former 

Act, 
may surrender i t or them for replacement by one or more forest l i ­
cences under subsection (2). 

Insurance (Marine) Act Amendment 

7. the Insurance (Marine) Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 203, is amended by ad-
ding the following sections: 

Partial interest 

9. A partial interest is insurable. 

Reinsurance 

10. (1) The insurer under a contract of marine insurance has an 
insurable interest in his risk and may reinsure in respect of i t . 

(2) Unless the policy otherwise provides, the original assured has 
no right or interest in respect of the reinsurance. 

Bottomry 

11. The lender of money on bottomry or respondentia has an in­
surable interest in respect of the loan. 

Municipal Act Amendment 

8. Section 717 (2) of the Municipal Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 290, is 
amended by striking out "in one or more ways is specified in the 
bylaw,". 

Railway Act Amendment 

9. The definition of "aerial tramway" in section 1 of the Railway Act, 
R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 354, is amended by striking out "overhead 

Sale of Goods on Condition Act Amendments 

10. Section 3 of the Sale of Goods on Condition Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 
373, is amended 
(a) by striking out "section 5," and substituting "section 4," and 
(b) by striking out "section 3," and substituting "section 2,". 



C e r t i f i e d co r r ec t as passed T h i r d Reading on the 22nd day o f 
August , 1980. IAN D. IZARD, Law C l e r k . 

ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

BILL 

No. 60] 11980 

Misce l l aneous S ta tu tes Amendment Act (No. 2 ) , 1980 

HER MAJESTY, by and w i t h the advice and consent o f the L e g i s l a t i v e 
Assembly o f the Province o f B r i t i s h Columbia, enacts^as f o l l o w s : 

A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Commission A c t Amendments 

3. S e c t i o n 8 o f the A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Commission A c t , R . S . B . C . 1979, 
c . 9, i s amended by adding a t the end and on being so des ignated 
the l a n d Is e s t a b l i s h e d a s a n a ^ g c l c u l t u r a l l and r e s e r v e " . 

4 . S e c t i o n 10 i s amended 
(a) i n s u b s e c t i o n (1) by s t r i k i n g out the second sentence, and 
(b) by adding the f o l l o w i n g s u b s e c t i o n : 

( l . l ) IE the coiTwission cons ide r s tha t the p l a n r e f e r r e d t o 
I n s u b s e c t i o n (1) c a r r i e s out the purpose o f t h i s A c t , the cons-
m i s s i o n may des igna te the a g r i c u l t u r a l l and shown on the p l a n 
as a n a g r i c u l t u r a l l and r e se rve . 

5 . S e c t i o n 11 (2) i s amended by s t r i k i n g out "grant pe rmiss ion on any 
terms he c o n s i d e r s a d v i s a b l e Cor other than farm use" and s u b s t i t u t ­
ing "gran t p e r m i s s i o n under s e c t i o n 15 12±. 1 6 , / f & o r 19 (2) on any 
terms he c o n s i d e r s a d v i s a b l e * . — — ~ 

S e c t i o n 18 i s amended by adding a t the beginning "Except as p e r m i t ­
ted by t h i s A c t o r the r e g u l a t i o n s ocJhy an o rder o f the commission 
on terms and c o n d i t i o n s the commission may impose," . 

S e c t i o n 20 (1) i s repea led and the f o l l o w i n g s u b s t i t u t e d : 
(1) The commission may, under the r e g u l a t i o n s , hear a p o l i c a t i o a s 

f o r p e r m i s s i o n under s e c t i o n 15 ( 2 ) , 16, 18 o r 19 (2) and'may gran t 
o r refuse p e r m i s s i o n and may impose the terms i t cons ide r s a d v i s ­
a b l e . 

S e c t i o n 32 i s repea led and the f o l l o w i n g s u b s t i t u t e d : 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n 

32 . Money r e q u i r e d f o r the purposes o f t h i s A c t may 
(a) i n the absence o f an a p p r o p r i a t i o n , o r 
(b) where money appropr i a t ed i s i n s u f f i c i e n t , 

be p a i d o a t o f the c o n s o l i d a t e d revenue fund to the commission i n 
amounts approved by the L ieu tenan t Governor i n C o u n c i l . 





A G R I C U L T U R A L L A N D C O M M I S S I O N A C T 

C H A P T E R 9 

Interpretation [Consolidated December 22, 1980.] 
1. In this Act 

"agricultural land" means land so designated under this Act ; 
"commiss ion" means the commission continued under this Act ; 
"commission land" means land acquired by the commission for the purposes of this 

Act ; 
"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for farm purposes, including 

husbandry of land, plants and animals and any other similar activity designated as 
farm use by regulation; 

" land reserve p l an" means a plan prepared under this Act according to the regulations 
and which sets out the areas that, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counci l , may be designated by the commission as an agricultural land 
reserve; 

"reserve" means a reserve of land established under this Act . 
1973-46-1; 1977-73-2. 

Provincial Agricultural Land Commission 

2 . (1) The Provincial Agricultural Land Commission is continued as a 
corporation consisting of not less than 5 members appointed by the Lieutenant 

V Governor in Counci l . The members constitute the directors. 
(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Counci l shall designate one member as chairman 

and may designate another member as vice chairman. 
(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint regional advisers to the 

commission. The commission may designate one or more of the regional advisers to 
assist and advise the commission on a matter pertaining to a resource management 
region established by the Environment and Land Use Committee under the 
Environment and Land Use Act. 

(4) Each member and each regional adviser shall be reimbursed for reasonable 
travelling and out of pocket expenses necessarily incurred in discharging his duties, and 
in addition may be paid the remuneration fixed by regulation.^KJL L 

1977 73 3 Af^enci<^c5 " S B C 

Term of office 

3 . The term of office of a member or adviser is during pleasure but, except for 
the chairman, shall not exceed 4 years for a member or 2 years for an adviser. 

1977-73-4. 

Agent of Crown; service 

4. (1) The commission is for al l purposes aa agent of the Crown and may in its 
own name acquire and dispose of property. 

(2) A n order of the commission may be delivered personally or by registered mail . 
Service by mail is deemed to be made 7 days after mailing. 

1973-46-4; 1977-73-15; 1980-49-1. effective May 17, 1980. 



Staff 

5 . (1) There may be appointed under the Public Service Act officers and other 
employees necessary for the purpose of this Act . The commission may determine their 
duties. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint, during pleasure, a general 
manager of the commission, fix his remuneration and declare that the Public Service 
Act applies to him. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may declare the Pension (Public Service) 
Act applicable to members of the commission and to the general manager. 

(4) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, retain consultants 
considered advisable and fix their remuneration. 

1973-46-5. 

Bylaws, etc. 

6 . The commission may pass bylaws and resolutions, not contrary to law or this 
Ac t , considered advisable for the conduct of the affairs of the commission. 

1973-46-6. 

Objects and powers 

7. It is the object of the commission to 
(a) preserve agricultural land; 
(b) encourage the establishment and maintenance of farms, and the use of 

land in an agricultural land reserve compatible with agricultural 
purposes; and 

(c) assist municipalities and regional districts in the preparation of land 
reserve plans required under this Act . 

For these objects, the commission has power, by itself or in cooperation with Canada, 
any of its agencies or corporations, a ministry of the Province, a municipality or a 
regional district, to acquire and dispose of property. 

1977-73-5. 

Agricultural land 

8. For the purposes of section 7, the commission may with the prior approval of 
the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l , designate as agricultural land, land, including 
Crown land, that is suitable for farm use, and on being so designated the land is 
established as an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-8(1,5); 1980-36-3, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17, 1980. 

Plans 

9 . (1) The board of every regional district, alone or in cooperation with its 
member municipalities, shall, with the assistance of the commission i f required, 
including financial assistance i f approved by the commission, within the time allowed 
by the commission, adopt by bylaw a land reserve plan and file the bylaw and plan with 
the commission. 

(2) A regional board or municipal council shall not adopt a bylaw for the purpose 
of this section until it has held a public hearing, notice of which has been published in 
the manner set out in section 720 of the Municipal Act, and a majority of all members 
of council or of all directors of a regional board vote for the bylaw. Section 720 of the 
Municipal Act applies, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the 
hearing. 



(3) Where the commission considers it advisable to amend the plan to better carry 
out the intent of this Ac t , it may recommend amendments to the plan to the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counci l . 

(4) Where the municipal council or regional board fails or refuses to prepare and 
file a plan with the commission, the commission shall, subject to subsections (5) and 
(6) and section 10 (1), prepare a land reserve plan and submit the land reserve plan to 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council for approval. 

(5) The commission shall not submit the plan prepared under subsection (4) to 
the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l until it has held a public hearing similar to that in 
subsection (2). 

(6) For the hearing 

(a) the commission has the powers of a commissioner under sections 12, 15 
and 16 of the Inquiry Act; 

(b) the commission may accept written submissions or any other form o f 
evidence; and 

(c) 3 members of the commission have and may exercise all the powers of 
the commisssion. 

1973-46-8(2.3,4,6,7.8,9); 1977-73-6. 
Land reserves 

10. (I) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may approve a land reserve plan as 
submitted by the commission with or without such alterations or variations as he may 
consider advisable to carry out the intent of this Act . 

(1.1) If the commission considers that the plan referred to in subsection (1) carries 
out the purpose of this Ac t , the commission may designate the agricultural land shown on 
the plan as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) Pending the establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipality or 
regional district under this section, all land zoned for agricultural or farm use under a 
bylaw of the municipality or district passed prior to December 21 , 1972, is deemed to 
be an agricultural land reserve unless excepted by the commission. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Counci l may, on his own, on the application o f a 
municipality or regional district for land within its territory or on the application o f the 
commission, approve land for addition to a designated land reserve plan, and the 
commission may designate the agricultural land an agricultural land reserve. 

(4) For an application under subsection (3), the municipality, regional district or 
commission shall hold a public hearing in the manner and after the notice determined 
by regulation. A report of the meeting shall accompany the application. 

(5) The commission may, on application of an owner of land, with the approval 
of the Lieutenant Governor in Council and i f it considers that designation carries out the 
intent o f this Ac t , designate all or part of the land described in the application as or as 
part of an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-8(10-14); 1977-73-6; 1980-36-4. proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17, 1980. 

Exclusion etc. from land reserve 

11. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, on his own, on application o f 
a municipality or regional district for land within its territory or on application of the 
commission, exclude land from a reserve, on the terms he considers advisable. 



(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, on the application of a municipality 
or regional district for land within its territory, or of the commission, without excluding 
the land from a reserve, grant permission under section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) on any 
terms he considers advisable subject to compliance by the owner or occupier with the 
applicable Acts , regulations, bylaws of the municipality or regional district, and the 
decisions and orders of any person or body having jurisdiction over the land under an 
enactment. 

(3) Before the application is made, the proposed applicant shall hold a public 
hearing in the manner and with the notice determined by regulation. A report of the 
public hearing shall accompany the application. 

1977-73-7(part); 1980-36-5, proclaimed October 2, 1980. effective May 17, 1980. 

Application for exclusion 

1 2 . (1) A n owner of land aggrieved by a designation of his land as reserve land 
may, notwithstanding an appearance before or representations to the municipality, 
regional district or commission under section 9, apply to the commission to have his 
land excluded from a land reserve. 

(2) The commission may, after a hearing held in the manner and after the notice 
required by regulation, allow the application on the terms it considers advisable or 
refuse the application. 

(3) The commission may in its discretion, pending or after the hearing, with the 
consent of the applicant, permit, on terms, a use other than a farm use. 

(4) Where land was, immediately prior to December 21, 1972, zoned for 
agricultural or farm use under a municipal or regional district bylaw subsisting on that 
date, the owner may not apply to the commission under this section unless so 
authorized by a resolution of the municipality or regional district. 

(5) The commission shall, at the owner's request, deliver to him its decision in 
writing, and allow him to examine, and make available to h im, copies of all relevant 
documents in the custody of the commission. 

1977-73-7(part). 

Appeal 
1 3 . (1) A person who is dissatisfied with the decision of the commission on an 

application for exclusion, on being granted leave to appeal by any 2 members of the 
commission, may appeal in the prescribed manner to the Environment and Land Use 
Committee under the Environment and Land Use Act. 

(2) Where an application is received by the commission after September 27, 
1977, and a person is refused leave to appeal, the person may, not later than 30 days 
after the refusal, apply in the prescribed manner to the minister for leave to appeal in 
the prescribed manner to the Environment and Land Use Committee. 

(3) The Environment and Land Use Committee may, after a hearing, allow the 
appeal subject to the terms it considers advisable, or dismiss the appeal and, in the 
event the appeal is dismissed, may order that costs of the hearing, as determined by the 
committee, be paid by the appellant. In the event the appeal is allowed, the committee 
may order that reasonable costs incurred by the appellant, as determined by the 
committee, be paid by the commission. 

(4) The commission is entitled to be a party on the appeal. 
1977-73-7(part); 1980-49-2̂  effective May 17, 1980. 



Plan to be amended 

14. Where land is excluded from a land reserve plan by order of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counc i l , the commission or the Environment and Land Use Committee, 
the commission shall amend the land reserve plan accordingly and notify the 
appropriate municipality or regional district and registrar of titles. 

1977-73-7(par1). 

Use of land reserve 

15. (1) This section and sections 16 to 22 apply to agricultural land designated 
as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) No person shall use agricultural land for any purpose other than farm use, 
except as permitted by this Ac t , the regulations or an order of the commission, on terms 
the commission may impose. 

(3) In addition to the limitations set out in section 23 (1) of the Land Title Act, a 
certificate of title heretofore issued for agricultural land is subject, by implication and 
without endorsement on the certificate of title, to this Act and the regulations governing 
the reserve and farm use of the land. 

(4) The registrar of titles shall endorse on every certificate of title to agricultural 
land hereafter issued, that the certificate may be affected by this Act . 

1973-46-10(1,2); 1978-25-335. 

Further use 

~, 16. After December 2 1 , 1 9 7 2 , except as permitted by this Ac t , the regulations or 
v.. any terms imposed in an order of the commission, 

(a) a municipality or regional district, or any authority, board or other 
agency established by it or person designated under the Local Area Act 
may not permit agricultural land to be used for other than farm use, or 
permit a building to be erected on the land except for farm use or for 
residences necessary to farm use or as permitted by regulation; 

(b) an approving officer under the Land Title Act or the Municipal Act or a 
Board of Variance may not permit agricultural land to be used for other 
than farm use. 

1973-46-10; 1978-25-332. 

Covenant 

17. (1) A covenant, whether of a negative or positive nature, in favour of the 
commission may, with the consent of the covenantor, be registered as a charge against 
the title and is enforceable against the covenantor and his successors in title, even i f the 
covenant is not annexed to land owned by the commission. 

(2) The covenant may be 
(a) for the use of land, subdivision of land or the use of a building on or to be 

erected on land; 
(b) that land is or is not to be built on; or 
(c) that several parcels of land are not to be transferred separately. 

(3) A charge registered under this section may be modified by the commission 
and the owner of the land or discharged by the commission by an instrument in writing 
executed under the Land Title Act. 

1977-73-8; 1978-25-332; 1980-49-3, effective May 17, 1980. 



Registration restrictions 

18. Except as permitted by tliis Act or tiie regulations or by an order of the 
commission on terms and conditions the commission may impose, a registrar of titles 
may not 

(a) accept an application for deposit of a subdivision, reference, explanatory 
or other plan showing subdivision of land; or 

(b) permit a new parcel of land by a metes and bounds description or an 
abbreviated description, 

under the Land Title Act, Condominium Act or Real Estate Act, all or part of which 
consists of land in an agricultural land reserve. 

1977-73-8; 1978-25-332; 1980-36-6, proclaimed October2, 1980, effective May 17, 1980; 
1980-49-4, effective May 17, 1980. 

Exception 

19. (1) Restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land that, on 
December 21, 1972, was, by separate certificate of title issued under the Land Registry 
Act, less than 2 acres in area. 

(2) The restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land lawfully 
used for other than a farm use, established and carried on continuously for at least 6 
months immediately prior to December 21, 1972, unless and until 

(a) the use is changed, other than to farm use, without the permission of the 
commission; 

(b) an enactment made after December 21, 1972, prohibits the use; or 
(c) permission for the use granted under an enactment is withdrawn or 

expires. 
1973-46-11(1,2). 

Application for other than farm use 

20. (1) The commission may, under the regulations, hear applications for per­
mission under section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) and may grant or refuse permission and 
may impose the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) Where land was, immediately prior to December 21, 1972, zoned for 
agricultural or farm use under a municipal or regional district bylaw, the owner may not 
apply to the commission under this section unless so authorized by a resolution of the 
municipality or the regional district. 

1973-46-11 (4,4a); 1977-73-9; 1980-36-7, proclaimed October 2, 1980. effective May 17, 
1980. 

Appeal 

21. A n owner of land, aggrieved by an order of the commission refusing 
permission for a use other than a farm use or imposing terms on permission for that use, 
may appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only, by way of stated case to 
the Supreme Court. The provisions of the Offence A c f for appeals by way of stated case 
apply, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the appeal and to any 
further appeal. A reference in that Act to a justice is deemed to be a reference to the 
commission. 

1973-46-11(5). 
Additional powers 

22. The commission may for agricultural land 
(a) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with other 

persons io do so; 



(b) withdraw from an agricultural land reserve agricultural land owned by 
the commission and, with the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in 
Counci l , dispose of the land to the Crown to be dealt with under the Land 
Act; and 

(c) dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with the approval 
of the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l , to private ownership for 
permanent farm use, or any other use considered by the commission to 
be in the public interest, subject to any terms the commission may 
impose. 

1973-46-12: 1977-73-10. 

Capital improvements 

23. The commission may malce capital improvements on commission land 
where it considers them desirable for the efficient use of its land or other land in the 
vicinity, and pay for or purchase capital improvements made on commission land by 
any person. 

1973-46-13. 
Taxes 

24. Where commission land is unoccupied or a lease of commission land does 
not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the commission may pay to the 
municipality or regional district a grant in place of taxes. 

1973-46-14. 
Fees 

25. The commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counc i l , a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission for the 
preparation of leases and other documents, for appraisals and evaluations of land and 
for copies of documents of the commission. 

1973-46-15. 

No compensation for reserve land 

26. Land shall be deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by reason of its 
designation as an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-16. 
Agreements 

27. The minister may, for the purposes of this Act , with the approval o f the 
Lieutenant Governor in Counci l , enter into agreements with Canada, a municipality, a 
regional district or an agent of the Crown. 

1973-46-17; 1977-75-9. 

Report and statement 

28. (1) The commission shall submit annually to the Lieutenant Governor in 

ouncil ^ report of its operations for the preceding fiscal year; 
(b) a financial statement showing its business for that fiscal year, in the form 

required by the Comptroller General. 
(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly within 15 sitting days, 

following submission, of the session next following the end of the fiscal year, but the 
commission need not submit its report sooner than 9 0 days after the end of its fiscal year. 

1973-46-18; 1980-49-5. effective May 17, 1980. 



Application of other Acts 

2 9 . (1) This Ac t and regulations are not subject to any other enactment, 
whenever enacted, except the Interpretation Act, the Environment and Land Use Act, 
the Pollution Control Act and as provided in this Act or regulations. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by order, declare that a provision of 
the Company Act applies to the commission but otherwise the Company Act does not 
apply to the commission. 

1973-46-20(1.7,8). 

Power under other Acts 

30. A minister or agent of the Crown shall not exercise a power granted under 
another enactment except in accordance with this Ac t and regulations. 

1973-46-20(1). 

Conflict with bylaws 

31. (1) Nothing in this Ac t or the regulations affects or impairs the validity of a 
municipal or regional district bylaw relating to the use of agricultural land in an 
agricultural land reserve except in so far as the bylaw is inconsistent with this Ac t , the 
regulations or an order of the commission. In case of an inconsistency this Ac t , the 
regulations and the order prevail and the inconsistent portion is suspended. 

(2) A municipal or regional district bylaw that provides restrictions on farm use of 
agricultural land additional to those provided by this Ac t and the regulations is not, for 
that reason alone, inconsistent with this Ac t and the regulations. 

1973-46-20(4,5,6) 

Appropriation 

32. Money required for the purposes of this Act may 
(a) in the absence o f an appropriation, or 
(b) where money appropriated is insufficient, 

be paid out of the consolidated revenue fund to the commission in amounts approved by 
the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l . 

1980-36-8, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17, 1980. 

Bonding 

33. The Lieutenant Governor in Counci l or the commission may require an 
applicant under this Ac t , whose application has been granted on terms, to post a bond 
pursuant to the Bonding Act and the regulations to ensure compliance with the terms. 

1977-73-15. 

Enforcement 

34. Where the commission believes that a present or future activity or use of 
land in an agricultural land reserve may contravene this Act , the regulations or an order 
of the commission, the commission 

(a) may order the owner or occupant to refrain from the activity or use for a 
period not exceeding 60 days, and to make written or oral submissions to 
the commission as it requires to determine any likely impairment of the 
agricultural capability of the land; 



(b) may apply to the Supreme Court for an order restraining the owner or 
occupant from commencing or continuing the activity or use of land in 
contravention of this Ac t , the regulations or an order of the commission. 
[Note: see section 6, Soil Conservation Act . ] 

1977-73-15. 

Determination and order 

35. Where after a submission and a determination that the activity, or use of 
land, would likely impair agricultural capability, or where no submission is made, the 
commission may, by order 

(a) impose on the owner or occupant the terms for activity or use of the land 
it considers advisable; or 

(b) require that the land be restored to its former condition as agricultural 
land, to the satisfaction of the commission; and 

(c) require a bond to ensure compliance. 
In case of default under paragraph (b), the commission may perform the work, and the 
cost is a debt due to the commission by the owner or occupant in default. 

1977-73-15. 

Transitional 

36. Notwithstanding sections 29 and 30, where Crown land established as an 
agricultural land reserve under this Ac t has been leased by the Crown, or sold by 
agreement for sale by the Crown and not transferred to the purchaser before December 
21, 1972, and on that date was being used for a purpose other than farm use, and not in 
contravention of the terms of the lease or agreement, that use may continue until 
termination of the lease or issue of title to the purchaser under the agreement for sale. 

1973-46-20(3). 

Regulations 

37. The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations. 
1977-73-11. 

[Note: Act assented to April 18, 1973 and came into force on proclamation, which 
could have been declared to be before or after enactment. The declaration power was 
not exercised. 1973-46-22.] 

Queen's Primer for British Columbia © 
Victoria. 1981 
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A G R I C U L T U R A L L A N D C O M M I S S I O N A C T 
[Consolidated January 20, 1984.] 

C H A P T E R 9 

[Act administered by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food] 

Interpretation 

1. In this Act 
"agricultural l and" means land so designated under this Act; 
"commiss ion" means the commission continued under this Act; 
"commission land" means land acquired by the commission for the purposes of this 

Act ; 
"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for farm purposes, including 

husbandry of land, plants and animals and any other similar activity designated as 
farm use by regulation; 

"land reserve p lan" means a plan prepared under this Act according to the regulations 
and which sets out the areas that, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counci l , may be designated by the commission as an agricultural land 
reserve; 

'reserve" means a reserve of land established under this Act . , 
197.V46-1; 1977-7.V2. 

Provincial Agricultural Land Commission 

2 . (1) The Provincial Agricultural Land Commission is continued as a 
corporation consisting of not less than 5 members appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counci l . The members constitute the directors. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall designate one member as chairman 
and may designate another member as vice chairman. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint regional advisers to the 
commission. The commission may designate one or more of the regional advisers to 
assist and advise the commission on a matter pertaining to a resource management 
region established by the Environment and Land Use Committee under the 
Environment and Land Use Act. 

(4) Each member and each regional adviser shall be reimbursed for reasonable 
travelling and out of pocket expenses necessarily incurred in discharging his duties, and 
in addition may be paid the remuneration fixed by the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l . 

1977-73-3; 1983-10-21. effective October 26, 1983 (B.C. Reg. 393/83). 

Term of office 

3 . The term of office of a member or adviser is during pleasure but, except for 
the chairman, shall not exceed 4 years for a member or 2 years for an adviser. 

1977-73-4. 

Agent of Crown; service 
4. (1) The commission is for all purposes an agent of the Crown and may in its 

own name acquire and dispose of property. 
(2) A n order of the commission may be delivered personally or by registered mail . 

Service by mail is deemed to be made 7 days after mailing. 

1973-46-4; 1977-73-15; 1980-49-1, effective May 17, 1980. 
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Staff 

5- (1) There may be appointed under the Public Service A c f officers and other 
employees necessary for the purpose of this Act . The commission may determine their 
duties. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint, during pleasure, a general 
manager of the commission, fix his remuneration and declare that the Public Service 
Act applies to him. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may declare the Pension (Public Service) 
Act applicable to members of the commission and to the general manager. 

(4) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, retain consultants 
considered advisable and fix their remuneration. 

1973-46-5. 

Bylaws, etc. 

6 . The commission may pass bylaws and resolutions, not contrary to law or this 
Act , considered advisable for the conduct of the affairs of the commission. 

1973-46-6. 

Objects and powers 

7 . It is the object of the commission to 
(a) preserve agricultural land; 
(b) encourage the establishment and maintenance of farms, and the use of 

land in an agricultural land reserve compatible with agricultural 
purposes; and 

(c) assist municipalities and regional districts in the preparation of land 
reserve plans required under this Act . 

For these objects, the commission has power, by itself or in cooperation with Canada, 
any of its agencies or corporations, a ministry of the Province, a municipality or a 
regional district, to acquire and dispose of property. 

1977-73-5. 

Agricultural land 

8. For the purposes of section 7, the commission may with the prior approval of 
the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l , designate as agricultural land, land, including 
Crown land, that is suitable for farm use, and on being so designated the land is 
established as an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-8(1,5); 1980-36-3, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17. 1980. 

Plans 

9 . (1) The board of every regional district, alone or in cooperation with its 
member municipalities, shall, with the assistance of the commission i f required, 
including financial assistance if approved by the commission, within the time allowed 
by the commission, adopt by bylaw a land reserve plan and file the bylaw and plan with 
the commission. 

(2) A regional board or municipal council shall not adopt a bylaw for the purpose 
of this section until it has held a public hearing, notice of which has been published in 
the manner set out in section 720 of the Municipal Act, and a majority of all members 
of council or of all directors of a regional board vote for the bylaw. Section 720 of the 
Municipal Act applies, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the 
hearing. 
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(3) Where the cominission considers it advisable to amend the plan to better carr>' 
out the intent of this Act , it may recommend amendments to the plan to the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counci l . 

(4) Where the municipal council or regional board fails or refuses to prepare and 
file a plan with the commission, the commission shall, subject to subsections (5) and 
(6) and section 10 (1), prepare a land reserve plan and submit the land reserve plan to 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council for approval. 

(5) The commission shall not submit the plan prepared under subsection (4) to 
^he Lieutenant Governor in Council until it has held a public hearing similar to that in 
subsection (2). 

(6) For the hearing 
(a) the commission has the powers of a commissioner under sections 12, 15 

and 16 of the Inquiry Act; 
(b) the commission may accept written submissions or any other form of 

evidence; and 
(c) 3 members of the commission have and may exercise all the powers of 

the commisssion. 
197.3-46-8(2.3.4,6.7.8,9); 1977-7.3-6. 

Land reserves 

10. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may approve a land reserve plan as 
submitted by the commission with or without such alterations or variations as he may 
consider advisable to carry out the intent of this Act . 

(1.1) If the commission considers that the plan referred to in subsection (1) carries 
out the purpose of this Act , the commission may designate the agricultural land shown on 
the plan as an agricuhural land reserve. 

(2) Pending the establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipality or 
regional district under this section, all land zoned for agricultural or farm use under a 
bylaw of the municipality or district passed prior to December 21, 1972, is deemed to 
be an agricultural land reserve unless excepted by the commission. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, on his own, on the application of a 
municipality or regional district for land within its territory or on the application of the 
commission, approve land for addition to a designated land reserve plan, and the 
commission may designate the agricultural land an agriculturaL land reserve. 

(4) For an application under siibsection (3), the municipality, regional district or 
commission shall hold a public hearing in the manner and after the notice determined 
by regulation. A report of the meeting shall accompany the application. 

(5) The commission may, on application of an owner of land, with the approval 
of the Lieutenant Governor in Council and i f it considers that designation carries out the 
intent of this Ac t , designate all or part of the land described in the application as or as 
pan of an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-8(10-14); 1977-73-6; 1980-36-4. proclaimed October 2, 1980. effective May 17 
1980. 

Exclusion etc. from land reserve 

11. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, on his own, on application of 
a municipality or regional district for land within its territory or on application of the 
commission, exclude land from a reserve, on the terms he considers advisable. 



(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, on the application of a municipality 
or regional district for land within its territory, or of the commission, without excluding 
the land from a reserve, grant permission under section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) on any 
terms he considers advisable subject to compliance by the owner or occupier with the 
applicable Acts, regulations, bylaws of the municipality or regional district, and the 
decisions and orders of any person or body having jurisdiction over the land under an 
enactment. 

(3) Before the application is made, the proposed applicant shall hold a public 
hearing in the manner and with the notice determined by regulation. A report of the 
public hearing shall accompany the application. 

1977-73-7(part); 1980-36-5, proclaimed October 2. 1980, effective May 17, 1980. 

Application for exclusion 

1 2 . (1) A n owner of land aggrieved by a designation of his land as reserve land 
may, notwithstanding an appearance before or representations to the municipality, 
regional district or commission under section 9, apply to the commission to have his 
land excluded from a land reserve. 

(2) The commission may, after a hearing held in the manner and after the notice 
required by regulation, allow the application on the terms it considers advisable or 
refuse the application. 

(3) The commission may in its discretion, pending or after the hearing, with the 
consent of the applicant, permit, on terms, a use other than a farm use. 

(4) Where land was, immediately prior to December 21, 1972, zoned for 
agricultural or farm use under a municipal or regional district bylaw subsisting on that 
date, the owner may not apply to the commission under this section unless so 
authorized by a resolution of the municipality or regional district. 

(5) The commission shall, at the owner's request, deliver to him its decision in 
writing, and allow him to examine, and make available to him, copies of all relevant 
documents in the custody of the commission. 

1977-73-7(part). 

Appeal 

1 3 . (1) A person who is dissatisfied with the decision of the commission on an 
application for exclusion, on being granted leave to appeal by any 2 members of the 
commission, may appeal in the prescribed manner to the Environment and Land Use 
Committee under the Environment and Land Use Act. 

(2) Where an application is received by the commission after September 27, 
1977, and a person is refused leave to appeal, the person may, not later than 3 0 days 
after the refusal, apply in the prescribed manner to the minister for leave to appeal in 
the prescribed manner to the Environment and Land Use Committee. 

(3) The Environment and Land Use Committee may, after a hearing, allow the 
appeal subject to the terms it considers advisable, or dismiss the appeal and, in the 
event the appeal is dismissed, may order that costs of the hearing, as determined by the 
committee, be paid by the appellant. In the event the appeal is allowed, the committee 
may order that reasonable costs incurred by the appellant, as determined by the 
committee, be paid by the commission. 

(4) The commission is entitled to be a party on the appeal. 
1977-73-7(part); 1980-49-2, effective May 17, 1980. 



Plan to be amended 
14. Where land is excluded from a land reserve plan by order of the Lieutenant 

Governor in Counci l , the commission or the Environment and Land Use Committee, 
the commission shall amend the land reserve plan accordingly and notify the 
appropriate municipality or regional district and registrar of titles. 

l977-7.1-7(part). 

Use of land reserve 

15. (1) This section and sections 16 to 22 apply to agricultural land designated 
as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) No person shall use agricultural land for any purpose other than farm use, 
except as permitted by this Act , the regulations or an order of the commission, on terms 
the commission may impose. 

(3) In addition to the limitations set out in section 23 (1) of the Land Title Act, a 
certificate of title heretofore issued for agricultural land is subject, by implication and 
without endorsement on the certificate of title, to this Act and the regulations governing 
the reserve and farm use of the land. 

(4) The registrar of titles shall endorse on every indefeasible title to agricultural 
land hereafter issued, that the title may be affected by this Act . 

197.1-46-10(1.2); 1978-25-335; 1982-60-88, proclaimed effective August I, 1983. 

Further use 

16. After December 21, 1972, except as permitted by this Act , the regulations or 
any terms imposed in an order of the commission, 

(a) a municipality or regional district, or any authority, board or other 
agency established by it or person designated under the Local Area Act 
may not permit agricultural land to be used for other than farm use, or 
permit a building to be erected on the land except for farm use or' for 
residences necessary to farm use pt- as permitted by regulation; 

(b) an approving officer under the Land Title Act or the Municipal Act or a 
Board of Variance may not permit agricultural land to be used for other 
than farrn use. 

1973-46-10; 1978-25-332. 

Covenant 

17. (1) A covenant, whether of a negative or positive nature, in favour of the 
commission may. with the consent of the covenantor, be registered as a charge against 
the title and is enforceable against the covenantor and his successors in title, even i f the 
covenant is not annexed to land owned by the commission. 

(2) The covenant may be 
(a) for the use of land, subdivision of land or the use of a building on or to be 

erected on land; 
(b) that land is or is not to be built on; or 
(c) that several parcels of land are not to be transferred separately. 

(3) A charge registered under this section may be modified by the commission 
and the owner of the land or discharged by the commission by an instrument in writing 
executed under the Land Title Act. 

1977-73-8; 1978-25-332; 1980-49-3. effective May 17, 1980. 
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Registration restrictions 

18. Except as permitted by this Act or the regulations or by an order of the 
commission on terms and conditions the commission may impose, a registrar of titles 
may not 

(a) accept an application for deposit of a subdivision, reference, explanatory 
or other plan showing subdivision of land; or 

(b) permit a new parcel of land by a metes and bounds description or an 
abbreviated description, 

under the Land Title Act, Condominium Act or Real Estate Act, all or part of which 
consists of land in an agricultural land reserve. 

1977-73-8: 1978-25-332; 1980-36-6. proclaimed October2. 1980. effective May 17. 1980; 
1980-49-4. effective May 17. 1980. 

Exception 
1 9 . (1) -Restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land that, on 

December~21, 1972, was, by separate certificate of title issued under the Land Registry 
Act, less than 2 acres in area. 

(2) The restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land lawfully 
used for other than a farm use, established and carried on continuously for at least 6 
months immediately prior to December 21, 1972, unless and until 

(a) the use is changed,-other than to farm use, without the permission of the 
commission; 

(b) an enactment made after December 21, 1972, prohibits the use; or 
(c) permission for the use granted under an enactment is withdrawn or 

expires. 
1973-46-11(1,2). 

Application for other than farm use 
20. (1) The commission may, under the regulations, hear applications for per­

mission under section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) and niay grant or refuse permission and 
may impose the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) Where land was, immediately prior to December 21, 1972, zoned for 
agricultural or farm use under a municipal or regional district bylaw, the owner may not 
apply to the commission under this section unless so authorized by a resolution of the 
municipality or the regional district. 

1973-46-1 l(4.4a): 1977-73-9; 1980-36-7. proclaimed October 2. 1980. effective May 17. 
1980. 

Appeal 

21. A n owner of land, aggrieved by an order of the commission refusing 
permission for a use other than a farm use or imposing terms on permission for that use, 
may appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only, by way of stated case to 
the Supreme Court. The provisions of the Offence Act for appeals by way of stated case 
apply, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the appeal and to any 
further appeal. A reference in that Act to a justice is deemed to be a reference to the 
commission. 

1973-46-11(5). 
Additional powers 

22. The commission may for agricultural land 
(a) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with other 

persons to do so; 
6 20/1/84 



(b) withdraw from an agricultural land reserve agricultural land owned by 
the commission and, with the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in 
Counci l , dispo.se of the land to the Crown to be dealt with under the Land 
Act\ and 

(c) dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with the approval 
of the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l , to private ownership for 
permanent farm u.se, or any other use considered by the commission to 
be in the public interest, subject to any terms the commission may 
impose. 

197.V46-12; 1977-7.V10. 

Capital improvements 

2 3 . The commission may make capital improvements on commission land 
where it considers them desirable for the efficient use of its land or other land in the 
vicinity, and pay for or purchase capital improvements made on commission land by 
any person. 

197.1-46-
Taxes 

2 4 . Where commission land is unoccupied or a lease of commission land does 
not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the commission may pay to the 
municipality or regional district a grant in place of taxes. 

197.1-46-14. 
Fees 

2 5 . The commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counci l , a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission for the 
preparation of lea.ses and other documents, for appraisals and evaluations of land and 
for copies of documents of the commission. 

197.1-46-l.S. 

No compensation for reserve land 

2 6 - Land shall be deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by reason of its 
designation as an agricultural land reserve. 

197.1-46-16. 

Agreements 

2 7 . The minister may, for the purposes of this Act , with the approval of the 
Lieutenant Governor in Counci l , enter into agreements with Canada, a municipality, a 
regional district or an agent of the Crown. 

197.1-46-17; 1977-7.5-9. 

Report and statement 

2 8 . (1) The commission shall submit annually to the Lieutenant Governor in 

Council ^ report of its operations for the preceding fiscal year; 
(b) a financial statement showing its business for that fiscal year, in the form 

required by the Comptroller General. 
(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative As.sembly within 15 sitting days, 

following submission, of the session next following the end of the fiscal year, but the 
commission need not submit its report sooner than 90 days after the end of its fi.scal year. 

197.1-46-18; 1980-49-5. etfoctive May 17. 1980. 
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Application of other Acts 

2 9 . (1) This Act and regulations are not subject to any other enactment, whenever 
enacted, except the Interpretation Act, the Environment and Land Use Act, the Waste 
Management Act and as provided in this Act or regulations. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by order, declare that a provision of 
the Company Act applies to the commission but otherwise the Company Act does not 
apply to the commission. 

1973-46-20(1,7,8); 1982-41-37, proclaimed effective .September 16. 1982. 

Power under other Acts 

3 0 . A minister or agent of the Crown shall not exercise a power granted under 
another enactment except in accordance with this Act and regulations. 

197.3-46-20(1). 

Conflict with bylaws 

3 1 . (1) Nothing in this Act or the regulations affects or impairs the validity of a 
municipal or regional district bylaw relating to the use of agricultural land in an 
agricultural land reserve except in so far as the bylaw is inconsistent with this Act , the 
regulations or an order of the commission. In ca.se of an inconsistency this Act . the 
regulations and the order prevail and the inconsistent portion is suspended. 

(2) A municipal or regional district bylaw that provides restrictions on farm use of 
agricultural land additional to those provided by this Act and the regulations is not, for 
that reason alone, inconsistent with this Act and the regulations. 

1973-46-20(4.5.6). 

Appropriation 

3 2 . Money required for the purposes of this Act may 
(a) in the absence of an appropriation, or 
(b) where money appropriated is insufficient, 

be paid out of the consolidated revenue fund to the commission in amounts approved by 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council . 

1980-36-8. proclaimed October 2. 1980. effective May 17. 1980. 

Bonding 

3 3 . The Lieutenant Governor in Council or the commission may require an 
applicant under this Ac t , whose application has been granted on terms, to post a bond 
pursuant to the Bonding Act and the regulations to ensure compliance with the terms. 

1977-73-15. 

Enforcement 

3 4 . Where the commission believes that a present or future activity or use of 
land in an agricultural land reserve may contravene this Act . the regulations or an order 
of the commission, the commission 

(a) may order the owner or occupant to refrain from the activity or use for a 
period not exceeding 60 days, and to make written or oral submissions to 
the commission as it requires to determine any likely impairment of the 
agricultural capability of the land; 
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(b) may apply to the Supreme Court for an order restraining the owner or 
occupant from commencing or continuing the activity or use of land in 
contravention ofjhis Act , the regulations or an order of the commission. 
[Note: see section 6, Soil Conservation Act . ] 

1977-73-15. 

Determination and order 

35. Where after a submission and a determination that the activity, or use of 
land, would likely impair agricultural capability, or where no submission is made, the 
commission may, by order 

(a) impose on the owner or occupant the terms for activity or use of the land 
it considers advisable; or 

(b) require that the land be restored to its former condition as agricultural 
land, to the satisfaction of the commission; and 

(c) require a bond to ensure compliance. 
In case of default under paragraph (b), the commission may perform the work, and the 
cost is a debt due to the commission by the owner or occupant in default. 

1977-73-15. 

Transitional 

36. Notwithstanding sections 29 and 30, where Crown land established as an 
agricultural land reserve under this Act has been leased by the Crown, or sold by 
agreement for sale by the Crown and not transferred to the purchaser before December 
21, 1972, and on that date was being used for a purpose other than farm use, and not in 
contravention of the terms of the lease or agreement, that use may continue until 
termination of the lease or issue of title to the purchaser under the agreement for sale. 

1973-46-20(3). 

Regulations 

37. The Lieutenant Governor in Counci l may make regulations. 
1977-73-11. 

[Note: Act assented to April 18, 1973 and came into force on proclamation, which 
could have been declared to be before or after enactment. The declaration power was 
not exercised. 1973-46-22.] 

Queen's Printer for British Columbia © 
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1979 AGRICULTURAL L A N D COMMISSION RS C H A P . 9 

A G R I C U L T U R A L L A N D C O M M I S S I O N A C T 

C H A P T E R 9 
[Consolidated November 3, 1989] 

Interpretation 

1. In this Act 
"agricultural land" means land so designated under this Act; 
"commission" means the commission continued under this Act; 
"commission land" means land acquired by the commission for the purposes of this 

Act; 
"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for farm purposes, including 

husbandry of land, plants and animals and any other similar activity designated as 
farm use by regulation; 

"land reserve plan" means a plan prepared under this Act according to the regulations 
and which sets out the areas that, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council, may be designated by the commission as an agricultural land 
reserve; 

"reserve" means a reserve of land established under this Act. 

1973-46-1; 1977-73-2. 

Provincial Agricultural Land Commission 
2. (1) The Provincial Agricultural Land Commission is continued as a 

corporation consisting of not less than 5 members appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council. The members constitute the directors. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall designate one member as chairman 
and may designate another member as vice chairman. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint regional advisers to the 
commission. The commission may designate one or more of the regional advisers to 
assist and advise the commission on a matter pertaining to a resource management 
region established by the Environment and Land Use Committee under the 
Environment and Land Use Act. 

(4) Each member and each regional adviser shall be reimbursed for reasonable 
travelling and out of pocket expenses necessarily incurred in discharging his duties, and 
in addition may be paid the remuneration fixed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 

1977-73-3; 1983-10-21, effective October 26, 1983 (B.C. Reg. 393/83). 

Term of office 

3. The term of office of a member or adviser is during pleasure but, except for 
the chairman, shall not exceed 4 years for a member or 2 years for an adviser. 

1977-73-4. 

Agent of Crown; service 
4. (1) The commission is for all purposes an agent of the Crown and may in its 

own name acquire and dispose of property. 
(2) Ah order of the commission may be delivered personally or by registered mail. 

Service by mail is deemed to be made 7 days after mailing. 
1973-46-4; 1977-73-15; 1980-49-1, effective May 17. 1980. 
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Staff 

5. (1) There may be appointed under the Public Service Act officers and other 
employees necessary for the purpose of this Act. The commission may determine their 
duties. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint, during pleasure, a general 
manager of the commission, fix his remuneration and declare that the Public Service 
Act applies to him. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may declare the Pension (Public Service) 
Act applicable to members of the commission and to the general manager. 

(4) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, retain consultants 
considered advisable and fix their remuneration. 

1973-46-5. 

Bylaws, etc. 

6. The commission may pass bylaws and resolutions, not contrary to law or this 
Act, considered advisable for the conduct of the affairs of the commission. 

1973-46-6. 

Objects and powers 

7. It is the object of the commission to 
(a) preserve agricultural land; 
(b) encourage the establishment and maintenance of farms, and the use of 

land in an agricultural land reserve compatible with agricultural 
purposes; and 

(c) assist municipalities and regional districts in the preparation of land ' 
reserve plans required under this Act. 

For these objects, the commission has power, by itself or in cooperation with Canada, 
any of its agencies or corporations, a ministry of the Province, a municipality or a 
regional district, to acquire and dispose of property. 

1977-73-5. 

Agricultural land 

8. For the purposes of section 7, the commission may with the prior approval of 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council, designate as agricultural land, land, including 
Crown land, that is suitable for farm use, and on being so designated the land is 
established as an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-8(1,5); 1980-36-3, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17, 1980. 

Plans 

9 . (1) The board of every regional district, alone or in cooperation with its 
member municipalities and electoral areas, shall, with the assistance of the commission if 
required, including financial assistance if approved by the commission, within the time 
allowed by the commission, adopt by bylaw a land reserve plan and file the bylaw and 
plan with the commission. 

(2) A regional board or municipal council shall not adopt a bylaw for the purpose of 
this section until it has held a public hearing, notice of which has been published in the 
manner set out in section 957 of the Municipal Act, and a majority of all members of 
council or of all directors of a regional board vote for the bylaw. Section 956 of the 
Municipal Act applies, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the 
hearing. 
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(3) Where the commission considers it advisable to amend the plan to better carry 
out the intent of this Act, it may recommend amendments to the plan to the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council. 

(4) Where the municipal council or regional board fails or refuses to prepare and file 
a plan with the commission, the commission shall, subject to subsections (5) and (6) and 
section 10 (1), prepare a land reserve plan and submit the land reserve plan to the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council for approval. 

(5) The commission shall not submit the plan prepared under subsection (4) to the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council until it has held a public hearing similar to that in 
subsection (2). 

(6) For the hearing 
(a) the commission has the powers of a commissioner under sections 12, 15 

and 16 of the Inquiry Act; 
(b) the commission may accept written submissions or any other form of 

evidence; and 
(c) 3 members of the commission have and may exercise all the powers of the 

commission. 
1973-46-8(2,3,4.6,7,8.9); 1977-73-6; 1985-79-9; 1989-59-19. 

Land reserves 

10. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may approve a land reserve plan as 
submitted by the commission with or without such alterations or variations as he may 
consider advisable to carry out the intent of this Act. 

(1.1) If the commission considers that the plan referred to in subsection (1) carries 
out the purpose of this Act, the commission may designate the agricultural land shown on 
the plan as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) Pending the establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipality or 
regional district under this section, all land zoned for agricultural or farm use under a 
bylaw of the municipality or district passed prior to December 21, 1972, is deemed to 
be an agricultural land reserve unless excepted by the commission. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, on his own, on the application of a 
municipality or regional district for land within its territory or on the application of the 
commission, approve land for addition to a designated land reserve plan, and the 
commission may designate the agricultural land an agricultural land reserve. 

(4) For an application under subsection (3), the municipality, regional district or 
commission shall hold a public hearing in the manner and after the notice determined 
by regulation. A report of the meeting shall accompany the application. 

(5) The commission may, on application of ah owner of land, with the approval 
of the Lieutenant Governor in Council and if it considers that designation carries out the 
intent of this Act, designate all or part of the land described in the application as or as 
part of an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-8(10-14); 1977-73-6; 1980-36-4, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17 
1980. 

Exclusion etc. from land reserve 

11. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, on his own, on application of 
a municipality or regional district for land within its territory or on application of the 
commission, exclude land from a reserve, on the terms he considers advisable. 
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(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, on the application of a municipality 
or regional district for land within its territory, or of the commission, without excluding 
the land from a reserve, grant permission under section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) on any 
terms he considers advisable subject to compliance by the owner or occupier with the 
applicable Acts, regulations, bylaws of the municipality or regional district, and the 
decisions and orders of any person or body having jurisdiction over the land under an 
enactment. 

(3) Before the application is made, the proposed applicant shall hold a public 
hearing in the manner and with the notice determined by regulation. A report of the 
public hearing shall accompany the application. 

l977-73-7(part); 1980-36-5. proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17. 1980. 

Application for exclusion 
12. (1) An owner of land aggrieved by a designation of his land as reserve land 

may, notwithstanding an appearance before or representations to the municipality, 
regional district or commission under section 9, apply to the commission to have his 
land excluded from a land reserve. 

(2) The commission may, after a hearing held in the manner and after the notice 
required by regulation, allow the application on the terms it considers advisable or 
refuse the application. 

(3) The commission may in its discretion, pending or after the hearing, with the 
consent of the applicant, permit, on terms, a use other than a farm use. 

(4) Where land was, immediately prior to December 21, 1972, zoned for 
agricultural or farm use under a municipal or regional district bylaw subsisting on that 
date, the owner may not apply to the commission under this section unless so 
authorized by a resolution of the municipality or regional district. 

(5) The commission shall, at the owner's request, deliver to him its decision in 
writing, and allow him to examine, and make available to him, copies of all relevant 
documents in the custody of the commission. 

I977-73-7(part). 

Appeal 
13. (1) A person who is dissatisfied with the decision of the commission on an 

application for exclusion, on being granted leave to appeal by any 2 members of the 
commission, may appeal in the prescribed manner to the Environment and Land Use 
Committee under the Environment and Land Use Act. 

(2) Where an application is received by the commission after September 27, 
1977, and a person is refused leave to appeal, the person may, not later than 30 days 
after the refusal, apply in the prescribed manner to the minister for leave to appeal in 
the prescribed manner to the Environment and Land Use Committee. 

(3) The Environment and Land Use Committee may, after a hearing, allow the 
appeal subject to the terms it considers advisable, or dismiss the appeal and, in the 
event the appeal is dismissed, may order that costs of the hearing, as determined by the 
committee, be paid by the appellant. In the event the appeal is allowed, the committee 
may order that reasonable costs incurred by the appellant, as determined by the 
committee, be paid by the commission. 

(4) The commission is entitled to be a party on the appeal. 
1977-73-7(parl); 1980-49-2. effective May 17, 1980. 
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Plan to be amended 
14. Where land is excluded from a land reserve plan by order of the Lieutenant 

Governor in Council, the commission or the Environment and Land Use Committee, 
the commission shall amend the land reserve plan accordingly and notify the 
appropriate municipality or regional district and registrar of titles. 

l977-73-7(pan). 

Use of land reserve 
15. (1) This section and sections 16 to 22 apply to agricultural land designated 

as an agricultural land reserve. 
(2) No person shall use agricultural land for any purpose other than farm use, 

except as permitted by this Act, the regulations or an order of the commission, on terms 
the commission may impose. 

(3) In addition to the limitations set out in section 23 (1) of the Land Title Act, a 
certificate of title heretofore issued for agricultural land is subject, by implication and 
without endorsement on the certificate of title, to this Act and the regulations governing 
the reserve and farm use of the land. 

(4) The registrar of titles shall endorse on every indefeasible title to agricultural 
land hereafter issued, that the title may be affected by this Act. 

1973-46-10(1,2): 1978-25-335: 1982-60-88, proclaimed effective August I. 1983. 

9 

Further use 
16. After December 21, 1972, except as permitted by this Act, the regulations or 

any terms imposed in an order of the commission, 
(a) a municipality or regional district, or any authority, board or other 

agency established by it or person designated under the Local Area Act 
may not permit agricultural land to be used for other than farm use, or 
permit a building to be erected on the land except for farm use or for 
residences necessary to farm use or as permitted by regulation; 

(b) an approving officer under the Land Title Act or the Municipal Act or a 
Board of Variance may not permit agricultural land to be used for other 
than farm use. 

1973-46-10: 1978-25-332. 

Covenant 
17. (1) A covenant, whether of a negative or positive nature, in favour of the 

commission may, with the consent of the covenantor, be registered as a charge against 
the title and is enforceable against the covenantor and his successors in title, even if the 
covenant is not annexed to land owned by the commission. 

(2) The covenant may be 
(a) for the use of land, subdivision of land or the use of a building on or to be 

erected on land; 
(b) that land is or is not to be built on; or 
(c) that several parcels of land are not to be transferred separately. 

(3) A charge registered under this section may be modified by the commission 
and the owner of the land or discharged by the commission by an instrument in writing 
executed under the Land Title Act. 

1977-73-8: 1978-25-332: 1980-49-3. effective May 17, 1980. 
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Registration restrictions 

18. Except as permitted by this Act or the regulations or by an order of the 
commission on terms and conditions the commission may impose, a registrar of titles 
may not 

(a) accept an application for deposit of a subdivision, reference, explanatory 
or other plan showing subdivision of land; or 

(b) permit a new parcel of land by a metes and bounds description or an 
abbreviated description. 

under the Land Title Act. Condominium Act or Real Estate Act, all or part of which 
consists of land in an agricultural land reserve. 

1977-7.V8; I978-2.S-332; 1980-36-6. proclaimed October 2. 1980. effective May 17. 1980; 
1980-49-4. effective May 17. 1980. 

Exception 

19. (1) Restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land that, on 
December 21, 1972, was, by separate certificate of title issued under the Land Registry 
Act. less than 2 acres in area. 

(2) The restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land lawfully 
used for other than a farm use. established and carried on continuously for at least 6 
months immediately prior to December 21, 1972, unless and until 

(a) the use is changed, other than to farm use, without the permission of the 
commission; 

(b) an enactment made after December 21, 1972, prohibits the use; or 
(c) permission for the use granted under an enactment is withdrawn or 

expires. 

1973-46-11(1.2). 

Application for other than farm use 
20. (1) The commission may, under the regulations, hear applications for per­

mission under section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) and may grant or refuse permission and 
may impose the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) Where land was, immediately prior to December 21, 1972, zoned for 
agricultural or farm use under a municipal or regional district bylaw, the owner may not 
apply to the commission under this section unless so authorized by a resolution of the 
municipality or the regional district. 

1973-46-1 l(4.4a); 1977-73-9; 1980-36-7. proclaimed October 2. 1980. effective May 17. 
1980. 

Appeal 

21. An owner of land, aggrieved by an order of the commission refusing 
permission for a use other than a farm use or imposing terms on permission for that use. 
may appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only, by way of stated case to 
the Supreme Court. The provisions of the Offence Act for appeals by way of stated case 
apply, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the appeal and to any 
further appeal. A reference in that Act to a justice is deemed to be a reference to the 
commission. 

1973.146-11(5). 
Additional powers 

22. The commission may for agricultural land 
(a) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with other 

persons to do so; 

6 20/1/84 



(b) withdraw from an agricultural land reserve agricultural land owned by 
the commission and. with the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council, dispose of the land to the Crown to be dealt with under the Land 
Act; and 

(c) dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with the approval 
of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, to private ownership for 
permanent farm use. or any other use considered by the commission to 
be in the public interest, subject to any terms the commission may 
impose. 

197.V46-!:; 1977-7.VI0. 

Capital improvements 
2 3 . The commission may make capital improvements on commission land 

where it considers them desirable for the efficient use of its land or other land in the 
vicinity, and pay for or purchase capital improvements made on commission land by 
any person. 

1973-46-1.3. 
Taxes 

24 . Where commission land is unoccupied or a lease of commission land does 
not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the commission may pay to the 
municipality or regional district a grant in place of taxes. 

1973-46-14. 

Fees 
2 5 . The commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieutenant 

Governor in Council, a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission for the 
preparation of leases and other documents, for appraisals and evaluations of land and 
for copies of documents of the commission. 

1973-46-15. 

No compensation for reserve land 
2 6 . Land shall be deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by reason of its 

designation as an agricultural land reserve. 
197.3-46-16. 

Agreements 
2 7 . The minister may, for the purposes of this Act, with the approval of the 

Lieutenant Governor in Council, enter into agreements with Canada, a municipality, a 
regional district or an agent of the Crown. 

1973-46-17; 1977-75-9. 

Report and statement 
28 . (1) The commission shall submit annually to the Lieutenant Governor in 

' (a) a report of its operations for the preceding fiscal year; 
(b) a financial statement showing its business for that fiscal year, in the form 

required by the Comptroller General. 
(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly within 15 sitting days, 

following submission, of the session next following the end of the fiscal year, but the 
commission need not submit its report sooner than 90 days after the end of its fiscal year. 

1973-46-18; 1980-49-5. effective May 17. 1980. 
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Application of other Acts 

29 . (1) This Act and regulations are not subject to any other enactment, whenever 
enacted, except the Interpretation Act. the Environment and Land Use Act. the Waste 
Management Act and as provided in this Act or regulations. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by order, declare that a provision of 
the Company Act applies to the commission but otherwise the Company Act does not 
apply to the commission. 

197.3-46-20(1.7,8); 1982-41-37. proclaimed effective September 16. 1982. 

Power under other Acts 
3 0 . A minister or agent of the Crown shall not exercise a power granted under 

another enactment except in accordance with this Act and regulations. 
197,3-46-20(1). 

Conflict with bylaws 
3 1 . (1) Nothing in this Act or the regulations affects or impairs the validity of a 

municipal or regional district bylaw relating to the use of agricultural land in an 
agricultural land reserve except in so far as the bylaw is inconsistent with this Act, the 
regulations or an order of the commission. In case of an inconsistency this Act, the 
regulations and the order prevail and the inconsistent portion is suspended. 

(2) A municipal or regional district bylaw that provides restrictions on farm use of 
agricultural land additional to those provided by this Act and the regulations is not, for 
that reason alone, inconsistent with this Act and the regulations. 

1973-46-20(4,5,6). 

Appropriation 

32 . Money required for the purposes of this Act may 
(a) in the absence of an appropriation, or 
(b) where money appropriated is insufficient, 

be paid out of the consolidated revenue fund to the commission in amounts approved by 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 

1980-36-8. proclaimed October 2, 1980. effective May 17. 1980. 

Bonding 
3 3 . The Lieutenant Governor in Council or the commission may require an 

applicant under this Act. whose application has been granted on terms, to post a bond 
pursuant to the Bonding Act and the regulations to ensure compliance with the terms. 

1977-73-15. 

Enforcement 
34 . Where the commission believes that a present or future activity or use of 

land in an agricultural land reserve may contravene this Act, the regulations or an order 
of the commission, the commission 

(a) may order the owner or occupant to refrain from the activity or use for a 
period not exceeding 60 days, and to make written or oral submissions to 
the commission as it requires to determine any likely impairment of the 
agricultural capability of the land; 
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(b) may apply to the Supreme Court for an order restraining the owner or 
occupant from commencing or continuing the activity or use of land in 
contravention of this Act, the regulations or an order of the commission. 
[Note: see section 6, Soil Conservation Act.] 

1977-73-15. 

Determination and order 
35. Where after a submission and a determination that the activity, or use of 

land, would likely impair agricultural capability, or where no submission is made, the 

comrnission may, by order 
(a) impose on the owner or occupant the terms for activity or use of the land 

it considers advisable; or 
(b) require that the land be restored to its former condition as agricultural 

land, to the satisfaction of the commission; and 
(c) require a bond to ensure compliance. 

In case of default under paragraph (b), the commission may perform the work, and the 
cost is a debt due to the commission by the owner or occupant in default. 

1977-73-15. 

Transitional 
36. Notwithstanding sections 29 and 30, where Crown land established as an 

agricultural land reserve under this Act has been leased by the Crown, or sold by 
agreement for sale by the Crown and not transferred to the purchaser before December 
21, 1972, and on that date was being used for a purpose other than farm use, and not in 
contravention of the terms of the lease or agreement, that use may continue until 
termination of the lease or issue of title to the purchaser under the agreement for sale. 

1973-46-20(3). 

Regulations 
37. The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations. 

1977-73-11. 

[Note: Act assented to April 18, 1973 and came into force on proclamation, which 
could have been declared to be before or after enactment. The declaration power was 
not exercised. 1973-46-22.] 

Vem A. Burkhardi 
(Juecns Printer for British Columbia® 

Victoria. 1992 
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A G R I C U L T U R A L L A N D COMMISSION A C T 

C H A P T E R 9 

[Consolidated November JO, 1992] 
Interpretation ^^ee status sheet following this Act.] 

1. In this Act 
"agricultural land" means land so designated under this Act; 
"commission" means the commission continued under this Act; 
"commission land" means land acquired by the commission for the purposes of this 

Act; 
"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for farm purposes, including 

husbandry of land, plants and animals and any other similar activity designated as 
farm use by regulation; 

"land reserve plan" means a plan prepared under this Act according to the regulations 
and which sets out the areas that, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council, may be designated by the commission as an agricultural land 
reserve; 

"reserve" means a reserve of land established under this Act. 
1973-46-1: 1977-73-2. 

Provincial Agricultural Land Commission 

2. (1) The Provincial Agricultural Land Commission is continued as a 
corporation consisting of not less than 5 members appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council. The members constitute the directors. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall designate one member as chairman 
and may designate another member as vice chairman. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint regional advisers to the 
commission. The commission may designate one or more of the regional advisers to 
assist and advise the commission on a matter pertaining to a resource management 
region established by the Environment and Land Use Committee under the 
Environment and Land Use Act. 

(4) Each member and each regional adviser shall be reimbursed for reasonable 
travelling and out of pocket expenses necessarily incurred in discharging his duties, and 
in addition may be paid the remuneration fixed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 

1977-73-3; 1983-10-21, effective October 26. 1983 (B.C. Reg. 393/83). 

Term of ofTice 

3 . The term of office of a member or adviser is during pleasure but, except for 
the chairman, shall not exceed 4 years for a member or 2 years for an adviser. 

1977-73-4. 

Agent of Crown; service 

4. (1) The commission is for all purposes an agent of the Crown and may in its 
own name acquire and dispose of property. 

(2) Ah order of the commission may be delivered personally or by registered mail. 
Service by mail is deemed to be made 7 days after mailing. 

1973-46-4; 1977-73-15: 1980-49-1. effective May 17. 1980, 
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Staff 

5. (1) There may be appointed under the Public Service Act officers and other 
employees necessary for the purpose of this Act. The commission may determine their 
duties. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint, during pleasure, a general 
manager of the commission, tlx his remuneration and declare that the Public Service 
Act applies to him. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may declare the Pension (Public Service) 
Act applicable to members of the commission and to the general manager. 

(4) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, retain consultants 
considered advisable and fix their remuneration. 

1973-46-5. 

Bylaws, etc. 

6. The commission may pass bylaws and resolutions, not contrary to law or this 
Act. considered advisable for the conduct of the affairs of the commission. 

1973-46-6. 

Objects and powers 

7. It is the object of the commission to 
(a) preserve agricultural land; 
(b) encourage the establishment and maintenance of farms, and the use of 

land in an agricultural land reserve compatible with agricultural 
purposes; and 

(c) assist municipalities and regional districts in the preparation of land 
reserve plans required under this Act. 

For these objects, the commission has power, by itself or in cooperation with Canada, 
any of its agencies or corporations, a ministry of the Province, a municipality or a 
regional district, to acquire and dispose of property. 

1977-73-5. 

Agricultural land 

8. For the purposes of section 7, the commission may with the prior approval of 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council, designate as agricultural land, land, including 
Crown land, that is suitable for farm use, and on being so designated the land is 
established as an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-8(1.5); 1980-36-3. proclaimed October 2. 1980, effective May 17. 1980. 

Plans 

9. (1) The board of every regional district, alone or in cooperation with its 
member municipalities and electoral areas, shall, with the assistance of the commission if 
required, including financial assistance if approved by the commission, within the time 
allowed by the commission, adopt by bylaw a land reserve plan and file the bylaw and 
plan with the commission. 

(2) A regional board or municipal council shall not adopt a bylaw for the purpose of 
this section until it has held a public hearing, notice of which has been publishe(i in the 
manner set out in section 957 of the Municipal Act, and a majority of all members of 
council or of all directors of a regional board vote for the bylaw. Section 956 of the 
Municipal Act applies, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the 
hearing. 
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(3) Where the commission considers it advisable to amend the plan to better carry 
out the intent of this Act. it may recommend amendments to the plan to the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council. 

(4) Where the municipal council or regional board fails or refuses to prepare and file 
a plan with the commission, the commission shall, subject to subsections (5) and (6) and 
section 10 (1). prepare a land reserve plan and submit the land reserve plan to the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council for approval. 

(5) The commission shall not submit the plan prepared under subsection (4) to the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council until it has held a public hearing similar to that in 
subsection (2). 

(6) For the hearing 

(a) the commission has the powers of a commissioner under sections 1 2 . 1 5 
and 16 of the Inquiry Act: 

(b) the commission may accept written submissions or any other form of 
evidence; and 

(c) 3 members of the commission have and may exercise all the powers of the 
commission. 

197.1-4A-8(;.3.4.6.7.8.9l; 1977-73-6; 1985-79-9; 1989-59-19, 

Land reserves 

10. (I) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may approve a land reserve plan as 
submitted by the commission with or without such alterations or variations as he may 
consider advisable to carry out the intent of this Act. 

(1.1) If the commission considers that the plan referred to in subsection (1) carries 
out the purpose of this Act. the commission may designate the agricultural land shown on 
the plan as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) Pending the establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipality or 
regional district under this section, ail land zoned for agricultural or farm use under a 
bylaw of the municipality or district passed prior to December 21 , 1972. is deemed to 
be an agricultural land reserve unless excepted by the commission. 

(3) On application by a municipality or regional district for land 
within the municipality's or regional district's territory, or on 
the commission's own initiative, the commission may 

(a) approve all or part of the land described in the application 
for addition to a designated land reserve plan, and 

(b) designate all or part of the land described in the application 
as or as part of an agricultural land reserve.. 

(4) For an application under subsection (3). the municipality, regional district or 
^ comrnission^shall hold a public hearing in the manner and after the notice determined 

by regulation. A report of the meeting shall accompany the application. 

(5) On application by an owner of land the commission may 
designate all or part of the land described in the application as 
or as part of an agricultural land reserve if the commission 
considers that the designation carries out the intent of this Act. 

(6) The applications referred to in subBections (3) and (5) must be 
made in accordance with section 25.1. 

Exclusion etc. from land reserve 

11- (1) On application by a municipality or regional district for land 
within the municipality's or regional district's territory, or on 
the commission's own initiative, the commission may exclude 
land from a reserve, on the terras it considers advisable. 



(2) O n application by a municipality or regional district for land 
within the municipality's or regional district's territory, or on 
the commission's own initiative, the commission, without 
excluding the land from a reserve, may grant permission under 
section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) in respect of the land that is the 
subject of the application, on any terms the commission 
considers advisable. 

(2.1) It is a condition of permission granted under subsection (2) that 
the owner or occupier must comply with the applicable Acts, 
regulations, bylaws of the municipality or regional district, 
and the decisions and orders of any person or body having 
jurisdiction over the land under an enactment.. and 

(3) Before the application is made, the proposed applicant^ shall hold a public 
hearing in the manner and with the notice determined by regulation. A report of the 
public hearing shall accompany the application. 

l<J77-73-7(part). 1980-36-5. proclaimed October Z. 1980. effective May 17. 1980. 

(4) The applications referred to in subsections (1) and (2) must be 
made in accordance with section 25.1. 

Application for exclusion 

12. (I) An owner of land aggrieved by a designation of his land as reserve land 
may, notwithstanding an appearance before or representations to the municipality, 
regional district or commission under section 9. aoolv to the commissionitn have hi<; 
land excluded from a land reserve, i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h S e c t i o n 2 5 . 1 

(2) The commission may. after a hearing held in the manner and after the notice 
required by regulation, allow the application on the terms it considers advisable or 
refuse the application. 

(3) The commission may in its discretion, pending or after the hearing, with the 
consent of the applicant, permit, on terms, a use other than a farm use. 

(4) Where land was. immediately prior to December 21, 1972, zoned for 
agricultural or farm use under a municipal or regional district bylaw subsisting on that 
date, the owner may not apply to the commission under this section unless so 
authorized by a resolution of the municipality or regional district. 

(5) The commission shall, at the owner's request, deliver to him its decision in 
writing, and allow him to examine, and make available to him, copies of all relevant 
documents in the custody of the commission. 

1977-73-7(pai1). . • 

Plan to be amended 

14. O n land being excluded under this Act from a land reserve plan, 
the commission must amend the land reserve plan and notify the 
appropriate municipality, regional district and registrar of titles. 

Use of land reserve 

15. (1) This section and sections 16 to 22 apply to agricultural land designated 
as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) No person shall use agricultural land for any purpose other than farm use, 
except as permitted by this Act. the regulations or an order of the commission, on terms 
the commission may impose. 

(3) In addition to the limitations set out in section 23 (1) of the Land Title Act. a 
certificate of title heretofore issued for agricultural land is subject, by implication and 
without endorsement on the certificate of title, to this Act and the regulations governing 
the reserve and farm use of the land. 

(4) The registrar of titles shall endorse on every indefeasible title to agricultural 
land hereafter issued, that the title may be affected by this Act. 

1973-46-10(1.2): 1978-25-335: 1982-60-88. proclaimed effective August 1. 1983. 



Further use 

16. After December 21. 1972, except as permitted by this Act, the regulations or 
any terms impo.sed in an order of the commission. 

(a) a municipality or regional district, or any authority, board or other 
agency established by it or person designated under the Local Area Act 
may not permit agricultural land to be used for other than farm use, or 
permit a building to be erected on the land except for farm use or for 
residences necessary to farm use or as permitted by regulation; 

(b) an approving officer under the Land Title Act or the Municipal Act or a 
Board of Variance may not permit agricultural land to be used for other 
than farm use. 

1973-46-10; 1978-25-332. 

Covenant 

17. (1) A covenant, whether of a negative or positive nature, in favour of the 
commission may, with the consent of the covenantor, be registered as a charge against 
the title and is enforceable against the covenantor and his successors in title, even if the 
covenant is not annexed to land owned by the commission. 

(2) The covenant may be 
(a) for the use of land, subdivision of land or the use of a building on or to be 

erected on land; 
(b) that land is or is not to be built on; or 
(c) that several parcels of land are not to be transferred separately. 

(3) A charge registered under this section may be modified by the commission 
and the owner of the land or discharged by the commission by an instrument in writing 
executed under the Land Title Act. 

1977-73-8; 1978-25-332; 1980-49^3, effective May 17. 1980. 

Registration restrictions 

18. Except as permitted by this Act or the regulations or by an order of the 
commission on terms and conditions the commission may impose, a registrar of titles 
may not 

(a) accept an application for deposit of a subdivision, reference, explanatory 
or other plan showing subdivision of land; or 

(b) permit a new parcel of land by a metes and bounds description or an 
abbreviated description. 

under the Land Title Act. Condominium Act or Real Estate Act, all or part of^hich 
consists of land in an agricultural land reserve. 

1977-73-8; 1978-25-332; 1980-.36-6. proclaimed October 2. 1980. effective May 17. 1980; 
1980-49-4. effective May 17. 1980. 

Exception 

19. (I) Restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land that, on 
December 21, 1972, was, by separate certificate of title issued under the Land Registry 
Act, less than 2 acres in area. 

(2) The restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land lawfully 
used for other than a farm use, established and carried on continuously for at least 6 
months immediately prior to December 21, 1972, unless and until 

(a) the use is changed, other than to farm use, without the permission of the 
commission; 

(b) an enactment made after December 21, 1972, prohibits the use; or 
(c) permission for the use granted under an enactment is withdrawn or 

expires. 
1973-46-11(1.2). 

made i n accordance with 
Application for other than farm use s e c t i o n 25.1 K 

20 . (1) The commission may, under the regulations, hear application^for per­
mission under section 15 (2). 16, 18 or 19 (2) and may grant or refuse permission and 
may impose the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) Where land was, immediately prior to December 21, 1972, zoned for 
agricultural or farm use under a municipal or regional district bylaw, the owner may not 
apply to the commission under this section unless so authorized by a resolution of the 
municipality or the regional district. 

1973-46-1 l(4.4a): 1977-73-9; 1980-36-7. proclaimed October 2. 1980. effective Mav 17. 
1980. 



Appeal 

21. An owner of land, aggrieved by an order of the commission refusing 
permission for a use other than a farm use or imposing terms on permission for that use, 
may appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only, by way of stated case to 
the Supreme Court. The provisions of the Offence Act for appeals by way of stated case 
apply, with the neces.sary changes and so far as are applicable, to the appeal and to any 
further appeal. A reference in that Act to a justice is deemed to be a reference to the 
commission. commission. 

197.1-46-11(5) 
Additional powers 

22. The commission may for agricultural land 
(a) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with other 

persons to do so; 

(b) withdraw from an agricultural land reserve agricultural land owned by 
the commission and, with the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council, dispose of the land to the Crown to be dealt with under the Land 
Act, and 

(c) dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with the approval 
of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, to private ownership for 
permanent farm use, or any other use considered by the commission to 
be in the public interest, subject to any terms the commission may 
impose. 

1973-46-12: 1977-73-10. 

Capital improvements 

23. The commission may make capital improvements on commission land 
where it considers them desirable for the efficient use of its land or other land in the 
vicinity, and pay for or purchase capital improvements made on commission land by 
any person. 

Taxes 1973-46-13. 

24. Where commission land is unoccupied or a lease of commission land does 
not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the commission may pay to the 
municipality or regional district a grant in place of taxes. 

1973-46-14, 
Fees 

25. The commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council, a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission for the 
preparation of leases and other documents, for appraisals and evaluations of land and 
for copies of documents of the commission. 

1973-46-15. 
Applications 

25.1 (1) In this section, except in subsection (2), "application" means an 
application under section 10 (3) or (5) or 12 (1) or an application 
for permission under section 15 (2), 16,18 or 19 (2). 

(2) A municipality or regional district that makes an application 
to the Lieutenant Governor in Council under section 11 must 
pay the prescribed application fee. 

(3) A person who makes an application to the commission, other 
than an application 

(a) to use land in an agricultural land reserve for a prescribed 
type of use, or 

(b) to subdivide land in an agricultural land reserve in 
prescribed circumstances, 

must do so' by submitting the application and. except in the 
case of an appUcation under section 10 (3) or (5), by paying the 
prescribed application fee 



(c) to the municipality, if the land described in the application 
is in a municipality, and 

(d) to the regional district, if the land described in the 
application is in a regional district but not in a 
municipality. 

(4) A person who makes an application to the commission 

(a) foraprescribedtypeof use, or 

(b) to subdivide land in prescribed circumstances 
referred to in subsection (3) must submit the application and 
pay the prescribed application fee directly to the commission. 

(5) In respect of an application to the commission 

(a) for a prescribed tjrpe of use, or 

(b) to subdivide land in prescribed circumstances 

referred to in subsection (3), the commission may require 
assistance from a mimicipality or regional district in which the 
land described in the application is situated. 

(6) The municipal council of a municipality or the regional board 
of a regional district that receives an application under 
subsection (3) shall 

(a) review the application, and 

(b) subject to subsection (7), forward the application to the 
commission together with the council's or board's comments 
and recommendations concerning the application. 

(7) In a case where section 12 (4) or 20 (2) applies to an application 
or proposed application, the requirement in subsection (6) (b) to 
forward the application to the commission does not apply if the 
municipality's or regional district's authorization, required by 
that section, is refused. 

Application fees 

25.2 (1) A municipality or regional district that receives application 
fees under section 25.1 
(a) may retain a prescribed portion of the application fees, and 

(b) must remit the balance of the application fees to the 
commission at the prescribed times. 

(2) Despite subsection (1), in a case where section 12 (4) or 20 (2) 
applies to an application or proposed application and the 
municipality's or regional district's authorization required by 
that section is refused, the portion of the application fee that 
would otherwise be remitted to the commission under 
subsection (1) (b) shall be returned to the applicant by the 
municipality or regional district, as the case may be. 

(3) Subject to the approval of the commission, if the clerk of a 
municipality or the secretary of a regional district considers 
that a case of hardship exists, he or she may waive the 
application fee payable under section 25.1 (3). 

(4) If the commission considers that a case of hardship exists it 
may waive the application fee payable under section 25.1 (4). 



(5) If, under section 25.1 (5), the commission requires assistance 
from a mxinicipality or regional district, the commission must 
remit a prescribed portion of the application fee to the 
municipality or regional district. 

(6) This section applies notwithstanding the Financial 
Administration Act. 

No compensation for reserve land 

26. Land shall be deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by reason of its 
designation as an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-16. 
Agreements 

27. The minister may. for the purposes of this Act. with the approval of the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council, enter into agreements with Canada, a municipality, a 
regional district or an agent of the Crown. 

1973-46-17: 1977-75-9. 
Report and statement 

28. (1) The commission shall submit annually to the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council ^ report of its operations for the preceding fiscal year; 

(b) a financial statement showing its business for that fiscal year, in the form 
required by the Comptroller General. 

(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly within 15 sitting days, 
following submission, of the session next following the end of the fiscal year, but the 
commission need not submit its report sooner than 90 days after the end of its fiscal year. 

1973-46-18: 1980-49-5. effective May 17, 1980. 
Nov. 10. 1992 

Definition of "board" in 
sections 28.2 to 28.6 

28.1 In sections 28.2 to 28.6 "board", 

(a) during the period before the establishment of the 
Environmental Assessment Board under the 
Environmental Assessment Act, means a commissioner or 
commissioners appointed under the Inquiry Act for the 
purpose of inquiring into a matter described in section 28.2, 
and 

(b) after the establishment of the Environmental Assessment 
Board under the Environmental Assessment Act, means the 
Environmental Assessment Board. 

Reference of a matter to the board 

28.2 (1) If the Lieutenant Governor in Council considers it to be in the 
Provincial interest, the Lieutenant Governor in Council by 
order may refer to the board, for the purpose of a public hearing 
described in section 28.5. any of the following matters that is 
before the commission, at the time of the order making the 
referral: 

(a) an application under section 10 (3) or (5), 11 (1) or (2) or 12 
(1); 

(b) an application referred to in section 20 (1); 

(c) where land is being considered by the commission on its 
own initiative for 
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(i) approval and designation under section 10 (3), 

(ii) exclusion from a reserve under section 11 (1), or 

(iii) the granting of the permission referred to in section 
11(2), 

the issues relating to the approval and designation, to the 
exclusion or to the permission, as the case may be. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council must specify written 
terms of reference for the purpose of a public hearing by the 
board pertaining to a matter referred to the board under this 
section. 

Suspension of matters pending 
a decision under section 28.2 

28.3 (1) For the purpose of giving the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
time to corisider whether an order under section 23.2 is 
warranted in relation to a matter referred to in section 28.2 
that is before the commission, the minister may order that the 
matter be suspended for a period, to be specified in the order, 
that is not longer than 90 days or any shorter period that is 
prescribed for the purpose of this subsection. 

(2) An order of the minister under subsection (1) has effect and is 
binding on the commission and on any parties to a proceeding 
relating to matter that is the subject of the order until the 
expiry of the period specified in the order. 

Effect of an order under section 28.2 

28.4 (1) On the date of an order under section 28.2 referring a matter to 
the board, the commission's powers and duties under this Act 
in relation to the matter that is the subject of the order are 
transferred to the Lieutenant Governor in Council to the 
extent necessary to enable the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
to act in accordance with section 28.6. 

(2) An order under section 28.2 is final and binding. 

Mandate of the board 

28.5 (1) On receipt of and in accordance with the written terms of 
reference specified in conjunction with an order under section 
28.2, the board, in accordance with the terms of reference, must 
conduct a public hearing of the probable environmental, 
economic, social, cultural and heritage effects, and, without 
limitation, the agricultural effects, of whichever of the 
following is the subject of the matter described in section 28.2 
in respect of which the order was made: 

(a) an approval and designation under section 10 (3); 
(b) a designation under section 10 (5); 

(c) an exclusion from a reserve under section 11 (1) or 12 (1); 
(d) the granting or refusal of the permission referred to in 

section 11 (2) or 20 (1). 

(2) On conclusion of the public hearing, the board must submit to 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council 

(a) a written report in accordance with the written terms of 
reference specified under subsection (3), and 

BY 

R E G U L A T I O N 
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KD) a summary oi tne eviaence received and submissions made 
in the course of any public hearing held in accordance with 
the terms of reference. 

(3) Within 10 days after submitting its report under section 28.2, 
the board must publish the report in the prescribed manner. 

Lieutenant Governor in Council's decision 

28.6 (1) On receiving the board's report the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council by order may decide the outcome of the matter that is 
the subject of the order under section 28.2 by 

(a) granting or refusing to grant the approval, designation, 
e.xclusion or permission applied for, in the case of a matter 
described in section 28.2 (1) (a) or (b), or 

(b) making or deciding not to make the approval, designation, 
exclusion or permission that was under consideration by 
the commission on its own initiative, in the case of a matter 
described in section 28.2 (1) (c). 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may attach conditions to 
an order made under this section. 

(3) An order made under this section is final and binding. 
Application of other Acts 

29. (1) This Act and regulations are not subject to any other enactment, whenever 
enacted, except the Interpretation Act, the Environment and Land Use Act, the Waste 
Management Act and as provided in this Act or regulations. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by order, declare that a provision of 
the Company Act applies to the commission but otherwise the Company Act does not 
apply to the commission. 

1973-46-20(1.7.8); 1982-41-37. proclaimed effective September 16, 1982. 

Power under other Acts 

30. A minister or agent of the Crown shall not exercise a power granted under 
another enactment except in accordance with this Act and regulations. 

1973-46-20(1). 

Conflict with bylaws 

31. (1) Nothing in this Act or the regulations affects or impairs the validity of a 
municipal or regional district bylaw relating to the use of agricultural land in an 
agricultural land reserve except in so far as the bylaw is inconsistent with this Act, the 
regulations or an order of the commission. In case of an inconsistency this Act, the 
regulations and the order prevail and the inconsistent portion is suspended. 

(2) A municipal or regional district bylaw that provides restrictions on farm use of 
agricultural land additional to those provided by this Act and the regulations is not, for 
that reason alone, inconsistent with this Act and the regulations. 

1973-46-20(4.5.6). 

BY 

R E G U L A T I O N 



Appropriation 

32. Money required for tiie purposes of this Act may 
(a) in the absence of an appropriation, or 
(b) where money appropriated is insufficient, 

be paid out of the consohdated revenue fund to the commission in amounts approved by 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 

1980-36-8. proclaimed October 2, 1980. effective May 17, 1980. 
Consolidated revenue fund 

32.1 The commission shall pay as soon as practical all money received 
by it, other than money received pursuant to an appropriation 
under a Supply Act or under section 32 of this Act, into the 
consolidated revenue fiinri 

Bonding 
33. The Lieutenant Governor in Council or the commission may require an 

applicant under this Act, whose application has been granted on terms, to post a bond 
pursuant to the Bonding Act and the regulations to ensure compliance with the terms. 

1977-73-15. 

Enforcement 

34. Where the commission believes that a present or future activity or use of land 
in an agricultural land reserve may contravene this Act, the regulations, an order of the 
commission or a condition imposed by section 4 (2) of the Golf Course Development 
Moratorium Act, the commission 

(a) may order the owner or occupant to refrain from the activity or use for a 
period not exceeding 60 days, and to make written or oral submissions to 
the commission as it requires to determine any likely impairment of the 
agricultural capability of the land; 

1979 AGRICULTURAL L A N D COMMISSION RS C H A P . 9 

(b) may apply to the Supreme Court for an order restraining the owner or 
occupant from commencing or continuing the activity or use of land in 
contravention of this Act, the regulations, an order of the commission or 
a condition imposed by section 4 (2) of the Golf Course Development 
Moratorium Act. 

[Note: see section 6, Soil Conservation Act.] 
1977-73-15; 1992-8-7. 

Determination and order 

35. Where after a submission and a determination that the activity, or use of 
land, would likely impair agricultural capability, or where no submission is made, the 
commission may, by order 

(a) impose on the owner or occupant the terms for activity or use of the land 
it considers advisable; or 

(b) require that the land be restored to its former condition as agricultural 
land, to the satisfaction of the commission; and 

(c) require a bond to ensure compliance. 
In case of default under paragraph (b), the commission may perform the work, and the 
cost is a debt due to the commission by the owner or occupant in default. 

1977-73-15. 



Transitional 
36 . Notwithstanding sections 29 and 30. where Crown land established as an 

agricultural land reserve under this Act has been leased by the Crown, or sold by 
agreement for sale by the Crown and not transferred to the purchaser before December 
21, 1972, and on that date was being used for a purpose other than farm use, and not in 
contravention of the terms of the lease or agreement, that use may continue until 
termination of the lease or issue of title to the purchaser under the agreement for sale. 

1973-46-20(3). 

Regulations 

37(l)The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations. 
1977-73-11. 

(2) Without limiting subsection (1), the Lieutenant Governor in 
Coimcil may make regulations 

(a) establishing different application fees for different types of 
applications and applications in different circumstances, 
and 

(b) exempting classes of persons from payment of a prescribed 
application fee. 

[Note: Act assented to April 18, 1973 and came into force on proclamation, which 
could have been declared to be before or after enactment. The declaration power was 
not exercised. 1973-46-22.] 

Nov. 10. 1992 
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rftOVINCE OF BRITISH C O L U M B l i ^ 

ORDER OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL 

Order in Council No. 1069 , Approved and Ordered AUG. 19.1993 

Lieutenant Governor 

Executive Council Chambers, Victoria ttE tat993 

On th6 fMommtndation of the undersijiiied, the Lieutenant Governor, by and with tha advice and 

consent of the Executive Council, orders that, effective September 1,19$3, sections I to 5,8 to 11,23 to 

28, 30, 32 and 33 of the Cabinet Apptals Abolition Act, S.B.C. 1993, c. 38, are, by this regulation, 

brought tato force. 

DEPOSITED 

AU3 1 9 1993 

B.C. m. 

Attorney General 
^ Preg'idirfg Member of the Executive Counci l 

Authontyundttr wliichOwleris niaila: 

• * 

Other'4p«<tftr':' .,!)..C, 

August t.T199;l 



Province of ji 
British Columbia 
QUEEN'S PRINTER 

CONSEQUENTIAL LEGISLA^^IVE 
AMENDMENTS 

This list contains amendments relevant to the AGRICULTURAL LAWP COIMJSSJON ACT 
at the time of purchase. 
N O T E : This list is printed for convenience only 
and has been consolidated as of: 

This list contains bills enacted JULY 1993 

JULY 29, 1993 

Amended by Section Amended Acts and Amendments Effective Date 

BILL 42, 1993 Agricultural Land Commission Act 

1. Section 10 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act. R.S.B. C. 1979, 
c. 9, is amended: 

(a) by repealing subsection (3) and substituting the following: 

BY 
REGULATION 

(3) On application by a municipality or regional district for land 
within the municipality's or regional district's territory, or on 
the commission's own initiative, the commission may 

(a) approve all or part of the land described in the application 
for addition to a designated land reserve plan, and 

(b) designate all or part of the land described in the application 
as or as part of an agricultural land reserve., 

(b) in subsection (4) by adding if acting on the commission's own 
initiative," a/jter "commission", and 

(c) by repealing subsection (5) and substituting the following: 

(5) On application by an owner of land the commission may 
designate all or part of the land described in the application as 
or as part of an agricultural land reserve if the commission 
considers that the designation carries out the intent of this Act. 

2. 
(1) and (2) and substituting the 

Section 11 is amended 

(a) by repealing subsections 
following: 

(1) On application by a municipality or regional district for land 
within the municipality's or regional district's territory, or on 
the commission's own initiative, the commission may exclude 
land from a reserve, on the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) On application by a municipality or regional district for land 
within the municipality's or regional district's territory, or on 
the commission's own initiative, the commission, without 
excluding the land from a reserve, may grant permission under 
section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) in respect of the land that is the 
subject of the application, on any terms the commission 
considers advisable. 

(2.1) It is a condition of permission granted under subsection (2) that 
the owner or occupier must comply with the applicable Acts, 
regulations, bylaws of the municipality or regional district, 
and the decisions and orders of any person or body having 
jurisdiction over the land under an enactment., and 

(b) in subsection (3) by adding ", or the commission if acting on its 
own initiative," after "the proposed applicant". 



Amended by 
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Section Amended Acts and Anu nents 

3* Section 13 is repealed. 

4, Section 14 is repealed and the following substituted: 

Plan to be amended 
14. On land being excluded under this Act from a land reserve plan, 

the commission must amend the land reserve plan and notify the 
appropriate municipaUty, regional district and registrar of titles. 

5. The following sections are added: 

Definition of "board" m 
sections 28.2 to 28.6 

28.1 In sections 28.2 to 28.6 "board", 
(a) during the period before the establishment of the 

Environmental Assessment Board under the 
Environmental Assessment Act, means a commissioner or 
commissioners appointed tmder the Inquiry Act for the 
purpose of inquiring into a matter described in section 28.2, 
and 

(b) after the estabUshment of the Environmental Assessment 
Board under the Environmental Assessment Act, means the 
Environmental Assessment Board. 

Reference of a matter to the board 

28.2 (1) If the Lieutenant Governor in Council considers it to be in the 
Provincial interest, the Lieutenant Governor in Council by 
order may refer to the board, for the purpose of a public hearing 
described in section 28.5, any of the following matters that is 
before the commission at the time of the order making the 
referral: 

(a) an application under section 10 (3) or (5), 11 (1) or (2) or 12 
(1); 

(b) an application referred to in section 20 (1); 

(c) where land is being considered by the commission on its 
own initiative for 

(i) approval and designation under section 10 (3), 

(ii) exclusion from a reserve under section 11 (1), or 
(iii) the granting of the permission referred to in section 

11(2), 

the issues relating to the approval and designation, to the 
exclusion or to the permission, as the case may be. 

(2) The Lieutenant Goveimor in Council must specify written 
terms of reference for the purpose of a public hearing by the 
board pertaining to a matter referred to the board under this 
section. 

Effe£iivc Dat 

BY 

REGULATIO 
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Section Amended Acts and Amendmep' 

Suspension of matters pending 
a decision under section 28.2 

28.3 (1) For the purpose of giving the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
time to consider whether an order under section 28.2 is 
warranted in relation to a matter referred to in section 28.2 
that is before the commission, the minister may order that the 
matter be suspended for a period, to be specified in the order, 
that is not longer than 90 days or any shorter period that is 
prescribed for the purpose of this subsection. 

(2) An order of the minister under subsection (1) has effect and is 
binding on the commission and on any parties to a proceeding 
relating to matter that is the subject of the order until the 
expiry of the period specified in the order. 

Effect of an order under section 28.2 
28.4 (1) On the date of an order under section 28.2 referring a matter to 

the board, the commission's powers and duties under this Act 
in relation to the matter that is the subject of the order are 
transferred to the Lieutenant Governor in Council to the 
extent necessary to enable the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
to act in accordance with section 28.6. 

(2) An order under section 28.2 is final and binding. 

Mandate of the board 
28.5 (1) On receipt of and in accordance with the written terms of 

reference specified in conjunction with an order under section 
28.2, the board, in accordance with the terms of reference, must 
conduct a public hearing of the probable environmental, 
economic, social, cultural and heritage effects, and, without 
limitation, the agricultural effects, of whichever of the 
following is the subject of the matter described in section 28.2 
in respect of which the order was made: 

(a) an approval and designation under section 10 (3); 

(b) a designation under section 10 (5); 

(c) an exclusion from a reserve under section 11 (1) or 12 (1); 
(d) the granting or refusal of the permission referred to in 

section 11 (2) or 20(1). 

(2) On conclusion of the public hearing, the board must submit to 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council 

(a) a written report in accordance with the written terms of 
reference specified under subsection (3), and 

(b) a summary of the evidence received and submissions made 
in the course of any public hearing held in accordance with 
the terms of reference. 

(3) Within 10 days after submitting its report under section 28.2, 
the board must publish the report in the prescribed manner. 

Lieutenant Governor in Council's decision 
28.6 (1) On receiving the board's report the Lieutenant Governor in 

Council by order may decide the outcome of the matter that is 
the subject of the order under section 28.2 by 

Effective Date 

BY 
REGULATION 
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BILL 42, 1993 (a) granting or refusing to grant the approval, designation, 
exclusion or permission applied for, in the case of a matter 
described in section 28.2 (1) (a) or (b), or 

(b) making or deciding not to make the approval, designation, 
exclusion or permission that was under consideration by 
the commission on its own initiative, in the case of a matter 
described in section 28.2 (1) (c). 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may attach conditions to 
an order made under this section. 

(3) An order made under this section is fmaland binding. 

> 
BY 
REGULATION 

4 



Certified correct as passed Third Reading on the 15th day of July, 
1993 Ian D. Izard, Law Clerk. 

. . ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

BILL 42 - 1993 

CABINET APPEALS ABOLITION ACT 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Province of'British Columbia, enacts as follows: 

AgHtulturcU Land'CommUsion Act 
1. Section 10 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act, R^S.B.C. 1979, 

c. 9, is amended: 
(a) by repealing subsection (3) and substituting the following: 
(3) On application by a municipality or regional district for land 

within the municipality's or regional district's territory, or on 
the commission's own initiative, the commission riiay 
(a) approve all or part of the land described in the application 

for addition to a designated land reserve plan, and 
(b) designate all or pju-t of the land described in the application 

as or as part of an agricultural land reserve., 
(b) in subsection (4) by adding ", if acting on the commission's own 

initiative," a/"̂ er "commission", and . ; , 
(c) by repealing subsection (5) and substituting the following: 
(5) On application by an owner of land the commission may 

designate all or part of the land described in the application as 
or as part of an agricultural land reserve if the conimissibn 
considers that the designation carries out the intent of this Act. 

2. Section 11 is amended 
(a) by repealing subsections (1) and, (2) and substituting the 

following: • 
(1) On application by a municipality or i*egional district for land 

within the municipality's or regional district's territory, or on 



the commission's own initiative, the commission may exclude 
land from a reserve, on the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) On application by a municipality or regional district for land 
within the municipality's or regional district's territory, or on 
the commission's own initiative, the commission, without 
excluding the land from a reserve, may grant permission under 

. section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) in respect of the land that is the 
subject of the application, on any terms the commission 
considers advisable. 

(2.1) It is a condition of permission granted under subsection (2) that 
the owner or occupier must comply with the applicable Acts, 
regulations, bylaws of the municipality or regional district, 
and the decisions and orders of any person or body having 
jurisdiction over the land under an enactment., and 

(b) in subsection (3) by adding ", or the commission if acting on its 
own initiative," a/ifc> "the proposed applicant". 

3, Section 13 is repealed. 

4, Section 14 is repealed and the following substituted: 
Plan to be amended 

14. On land being excluded under this Act from a land reserve plan, 
the commission must amend the land reserve plan and notify the 
appropriate municipality, regional district and registrar of titles. 

5, The following sections are added: 
Definition of "board" in 
sections 28.2 to 28.6 

28.1 In sections 28.2 to 28.6 "board", 

(a) during the period before the establishment of the 
Environmental Assessment Board under the 
Environmental Assessment Act, means a commissioner or 
commissioners appointed under the Inquiry Act for the 
purpose of inquiring into a matter described in section 28.2, 
and 

(b) after the establishment of the Environmental Assessment 
Board under the Environmental Assessment Act, means the 
Environmental Assessment Board. 



Reference of a matter to the board 

28.2 (1) If the Lieutenant Governor in Council considers it to be in the 
Provincial interest, the Lieutenant Governor in Council by 
order may refer to the board, for the purpose of a public hearing 
described in section 28.5, any of the following matters that is 
before the commission at the time of the order making the 
referral: 

(a) an application under section 10 (3) or (5), 11 (1) or (2) or 12 
(1); . -

,(b) an application referred to in section 20(1); 
(c) where land is being considered by the commission on its 

own initiative for 

(i) approval and designation under section 10 (3), 
(ii) exclusion from a reserve under section 11(1), or 

(iii) the granting of the permission referred to in section 
11(2), 

the issues relating to the approval and designation, to the 
exclusion or to the permission, as the case may be. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council must specify written 
terms of reference for the purpose of a public hearing by the 
board pertaining to a matter referred to the board under this 
section. 

Suspension of matters pending 
a decision under section 28.2 

28.3 (1) For the purpose of giving the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
time to consider whether an order under section 28.2 is 
warranted in relation to a matter referred to in section 28.2 
that is before the commission, the minister may order that the 
matter be suspended for a period, to be specified in the order, 
that is not longer thari 90 days or any shorter period that is 
prescribed for the purpose of this subsection. 

(2) An order of the minister under subsection (1) has effect and is 
binding on the commission and on any parties to a proceeding 
relating to matter that is the subject of the order until the 
expiry of the period specified in the order. 



Effect of an order under section 28.2 

28.4 (1) On the date of an order under section 28.2 referring a matter to 
the board, the commission's powers and duties under this Act 
in relation to the matter that is the subject of the order are 
transferred to the Lieutenant Governor in Council to the 
extent necessary to enable the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
to act in accordance with section 28.6. 

(2) An order under section 28.2 is final and binding. 

Mandate of the board 

28.5 (1) On receipt of and in accordance with the written terms of 
reference specified in conjunction with an order under section 
28.2, the board, in accordance with the terms of reference, must 
conduct a public hearing of the probable environmental, 
economic, social, cultural and heritage effects, and, without 
limitation, the agricultural effects, of whichever of the 
following is the subject of the matter described in section 28.2 
in respect of which the order was made: 
(a) an approval and designation under section 10 (3); 
(b) a designation under section 10 (5); 
(c) an exclusion from a reserve under section 11 (1) or 12 (1); 
(d) the granting or refusal of the permission referred to in 

section 11 (2) or 20(1). 

(2) On conclusion of the public hearing, the board must submit to 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
(a) a written report in accordance with the written terms of 

reference specified under subsection (3), and 
(b) a summary of the evidence received and submissions made 

in the course of any public hearing held in accordance with 
the terms of reference. 

(3) Within 10 days after submitting its report under section 28.2, 
the board must publish the report in the prescribed manner. 

Lieutenant Governor in Council's decision 

28.6 (1) On receiving the board's report the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council by order may decide the outcome of the matter that is 
the subject of the order under section 28.2 by 



(a) granting or i-efusing to grant the approval, designation, 
exclusion or permission applied for, in the case of a matter 
described in section 28.2 (1) (a) or (b), or 

(b) making or deciding not to make the approval, designation, 
exclusion or permission that wets under consideration by 
the commission on its own initiative, in the case of a matter 
described in section 28.2 (1) (c). 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may attach conditions to 
an order made under this section. 

(3) An order made under this section is final and binding. 

Coal Act 

6. Section 7 (1.3) of the Coal Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 51, is repealed and 
the following substituted:, 

(1.3) If surface rights are restricted under this section, the minister 
must serve the licensee with a notice of the restriction. 

7. Section 33 is repealed. 

Company Act 
8. Section 36 (7) of the Company Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 59, is repealed 

andthe following substituted: 
(7) The registrar may refuse to issue a certificate of continuation. 

(8) An appeal lies from a decision of the registrar under subsection 
(7) to the commission. 

9i: Section 326 is repealed and the following substituted: 
Refusal of registration 
326. (1) The registrar may refuse to register an extraprovincial 

company. 

(2) An appeal lies from a decision of the registrar under subsection 
' ^ (7) to the commission; ^ 



Creaton Valley Wildlife Act 
10. Section 29 of the Creston Valley Wildlife Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 82, is 

repealed and the following substituted: 
Appeal to management authority 

29. (1) An appeallies to the management authority against 
(a) an order given under section 14 (b) or (c), or 
(b) the suspension or revocation of a permit 
by the delegate of the mariagement authority. 

(2) An appeal must be brought under subsection (1) within 7 days 
of the date of the order or suspension, as the case may be, and 
must be in writing delivered tothe management authority. 

Hospital District Act 
11. Section 32 (4) of the Hospital District Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 178, is 

repealed. 

Mineral Land Tax Act 
12. Section 19 (5) of the Mineral Land Tax Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 260, is 

repealed. 

Mineral Tenure Act 
13. Section 13 (4) of the Mineral Tenure Act, S:B.C. 1988, c. 5, is 

repealed. 

14. Section 15 (3) is repealed and the following substituted: 
(3) An order under subsjection (1) must be served on the recorded 

holder. 

Motor Carrier Act 
15. Section 5 of the Motor Carrier Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 286, is amended 

(a) in subsection (1) by striking out "the commission thinks proper, 
the commission" and substituting "a panel of the commission 
consisting of one, 2 or 3 members thinks proper, the panel", and 



(b) in subsections (2), (3), (4), (5) and (6) (a) and (b) by striking out 
"the commission" ly/iereuer it appears and substituting "panel of 
the commission". . , ^ 

16. Section 6 (1) is amended by striking out "cominission" and 
substituting "a panel of the commission consisting of one, 2 or 3 
members". 

17, Section 7 is repealed and the following substituted: 
Transfer of licences . 

' A licence must not be assigned .or transferred except with the 
approval of a panel of the commission consisting of one, 2 or 3 
members, and subject to payment of the prescribed fee and to 
conditions the panel imposes. 

18, Section 9(1) is amended 
(a) in subsection (1) by striking out "The commission" and 

substituting "A panel of the commission consisting of one, 2 or 3 
members", and 

(b) in subsection (2) by striking out "the commission may amend" 
and substituting "a panel of the commission consisting of one, 2 
or 3 members may amend". 

19, Section 31 is amended 
(a) by.repealing subsection (1) and substituting the following: 
(1) The Motor Carrier Commission is continued, consisting of not 

less than 7 persons who are to be appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council and hold office during pleasure., 

(b) by repealing subsection (7), and 
(c) 'by repealing.subsection (9)and substituting the following: 
(9) The Lieutenant Governor in Council must fix the 

remuneration of the commissioners and the terms and 
conditions of their appointments. 

20, The following section is added: ' 



Organization into panels 

31.2 (1) The chair may organize the commission into panels, each 
comprised of one or more members. 

(2) The members of the commission may sit as a commission or. as 
a panel of the commission. 

(3) Ifmembersofthe commission sit as a panel, 

(a) one or more panels may sit at the same time, 

(b) the panel has all the jurisdiction of and may exercise and 
perform the powers and duties of the commission, and 

(c) an order, decision or action of the panel is an order, decision 
or action of the commission. 

21. Section 39 is amended by striking out "The commission" and 
substituting "A panel of the commission consisting of one, 2 or 3 
members". . . . 

22. Section 52 is repealed and the following substituted: 

Reconsideration of decisions 

52. (1) O n application by a person aggrieved by any of the decisions 
described in subsection ' (2), a panel of the commission 
consisting of 3'or more members, may grant leave to that 
person to apply for reconsideration of that decision, if the 
person satisfies the panel of the commission that 

(a) evidence not available at the time of the original decision 
has become available, or 

. (b) there are probable grounds to believe that the decision is 
inconsistent with the principles expressed or implied in this 
Act or the regulations. 

(2) The following are the decisions that may be the subject of an 
application under subsection (1) to a panel of the commission: 

(a) the granting of a licence, in whole or in part, or the refusal 
to grant a licence, in whole or in part; 

(b) the attachment of terms or conditions to a licence; 

(c) an approval or refusal to. approve the assignment or 
transfer of a licence; 



(d) the amendment, suspension or cancellation of a licence; 
(e) the determination of an application by or on behalf of any 

person complaining as set out in section 39. 

(3) Leave to apply for reconsideration of any decision referred to in 
subsection (2) may be granted only once. 

(4) An application under subsection (1) must be made within 30 
days after the date of the decision that is the subject of the 
application. 

(5) If an application for leave is made under subsection (1), 
another person affected by the decision that is the subject of 
that application may apply for leave under subsection (1) by 
the later of 

(a) 30 days after the date of the decision that is the subject of 
the application, or 

(b) 5 days after that person receives notice of the application by 
the aggrieved person referred to in subsection (1). 

(6) On a reconsideration under this section, the panel of the 
commission may confirm, reverse, alter or vary the decision 
that is the subject of the application for reconsideration or 
make any other order as tothe commission seems just. 

(7) An application under this section must be made in accordance 
with the regulations. 

(8) Except as provided in this section, the provisions of the Utilities 
Commission Act as to appeals on questions of jurisdiction and 
law apply to regulations, orders and decisions made by the 
commission under this Act. 

(9) Despite section 40, a finding or determination of a panel whose 
decision is the subject of a reconsideration under this section on 
a question of fact does not bind the panel of the commission 
that reconsiders the decision. 

(10) An appeal under this section to the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council that, on the day section 19 of the Cabinet Appeals 
Abolition Act comes into force, has been commenced but not 
disposed of must continue and be disposed of as though section 
21 of that Act had not come into force. 



Municipal Act 

23, Section 341 of the Municipal Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 290, is repealed 
and the following substituted: 

Appeal from inspector 

341. (1) An appeal lies to the minister from a decision of the inspector 
under section 332 or 337. 

(2) On an appeal under subsection (1), the minister must hear and 
determine the matter, and may confirm, rescind or amend the 
decision of the inspector. 

(3) The determination on the appeal is conclusive and binding on 
all parties, including the inspector. 

(4) The deputy minister may not hear or be involved in an appeal 
under this section. 

24. Section 389 is amended 

(a) in subsection (3) by striking out "Lieutenant Governor in 
Council" and substituting "Suitreme Court", and 

(b) by adding the following: 

(4) An appeal from a decision of the Supreme Court lies to the 
Court of Appeal with leave of a justice of the Court of Appeal. 

25. Section 748 is repealed and the following substituted: 
Appeal from inspector 

748. (1) An appeal lies to the minister from every decision of the 
inspector withholding or refusing a certificate applied for 
under this Part. 

(2) On an appeal under subsection (1) the minister must hear and 
determine the matter, and may confirm or vary the decision of 
the inspector. 

(3) The determination on the appeal is conclusive and binding on 
all parties, including the inspector. 

(4) The deputy minister may not hear or be involved in an appeal 
under this section. 



26, Section 942 (2) to (4) is repealed and the following substituted: 
(2) If the council or regional board does not alter the bylaw or plan 

in accordance with the notice, the minister with the prior 
approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Council may order the 
bylaw or plan to be altered in accordance with the notice. 

(3) On the date of an order of the minister under subsection (2) the 
bylaw or plan, as the case may be, is conclusively deemed to be 
altered in accordance with the notice. 

(4) The order ofthe minister is final and binding. 

Mutual Fire Insurance Companies Act 

27, Section 36 of the Mutual Fire Insurance Companies Act, R.S.B.C. 
1960, c. 262, is amended i 
(a) by striking out "Lieutenant-Governor in Council" wherever it 

appears and substituting "the Supreme Court", and 
(b) by striking out "he" in both places and substituting "the Supreme 

Court". 

Name Act 
28, Section 7 (3) to (5) ofthe Name Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 295, is repealed 

and the following substituted: 
(3) If the director refuses to register a change of name, the 

applicant, within 30 days after receipt of notification of the 
refusal, may appeal the refusal to the Supreme Court. 

Natural Gas Price Act 
29, Section 7 of the Natural Gas Price Act, S.B.C. 1989, c. 74, is repealed 

and the following substituted: 
Appeal 

7. (1) If the minister cancels a permit, licence or lease under section 6 
(2), the holder, not more than 30 days after the date of the 
cancellation, may appeal the minister's decision to the 
Supreme Court. 

(2) An appeal from a decision of the Supreme Court lies to the 
Court of Appeal with leave of a justice ofthe Court of Appeal. 



Park Act 

30. Sections 22 and 23 of the Pdrk Act/R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 309, are 
>i repealed. : . . 

Petroleum and Natural Gas.:Act 
31. Section 144 of the Petroleum and Natural Gas Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, 

c. 323, is repealed and the following substituted: 
Appeal ' , 
144. (1) If the minister cancels a permit, licence or lease, under section 

143, the holder, riot riibre than 30 days after the date of the 
cancellation, may appeal the minister's decision to the 
Supreme Court. ^ 

(2) An appeal from a decision of the Supreme Court lies to the 
Court of Appeal with leave of a justice of the Court of Appeal. 

Soil Coriservation Act 
32. '^ Section 4 of the Soil Conservation Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 391, is 

repealed. 

33. Section 5 is amended 
(a) in subsection (1) by Striking out everything before paragraph (c) 

and substituting the following: 

(!) If a local authority or the commission determines that a person 
(a) hascontravehed'apermit; or' 
(b) is removing soil from, or placing fill on, an agricultural 

land reserve withoyt â permit, 
the local authority or the commission rnay, and 

(b) hy repealing subsection (2). 

Commencement . 
34. This Act comes into force, by regulation of the Lieutenant Governor 

in Council. 

Queen's Printer for British Columbia© 
' . ; .,• Victoria, 1993- • T- ' 
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A G R I C U L T U R A L L A N D COMMISSION A C T 

r 

C H A P T E R 9 

[Consolidated November, 25, 1993] 
Interpretation 

1. In this Act 
"agricultural land" means land so designated under this Act; 
"commission" means the commission continued under this Act; ; 
"commission land" means land acquired by the.commission for the purposes of this 

Act; 
"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for farm purposes, including 

husbandry of land, plants and animals and any other similar activity designated as 
farrn use by regulation; 

"land reserve plan" means a pllan prepared under this Act according to the regulations 
and which sets out the areas that, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council, may be designated by the commission as an agricultural land 
reserve; 

"reserve" means a reserve of land established under this Act. 
1973-46-1; 1977-73-2. ^ 

Provincial Agricultural Land Commission 

2. (1) The Provincial Agricultural Land Commission is continued as a 
corporation consisting of not less than 5 members appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council. The members constitute the directors. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall designate one member as chairman 
and may designate another rnember as vice chairman. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint regional advisers to the 
commission. The commission may designate one or more of the regional advisers to 
assist and advise the commission on a matter pertaining to a resource management 
region established by the Environment and Land Use Committee under the 
Environment arid Land Use Act. 

(4) Each member and each regional adviser shall be reimbursed for reasonable 
travelling and out of pocket expenses necessarily incurred in discharging his duties, and 
in addition may be paid the remuneration fixed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 

1977-73-3; 1983-10-21, effective October 26, 1983 (B.C. Reg. 393/83). 

Term of office 

3 . The term of office of a member or adviser is during pleasure but, except for 
the chairman, shallnot exceed 4 years for a member or 2 years for an adviser. 

. ' 1977-73-4. ' _ 

Agent of Crown; service 

• 4. (1) The commission is for all purposes an agent of the Crown and may in its 
own name acquire and dispose of property. 

(2) Ah order of the commission may be delivered personally or by registered mail. 
Service by mail is deemed to be made 7 days after mailing. 

' 1973-46-4; 1977-73-15; 1980-49-1, effective May 17, 1980. 

Nov. 3. 1989 1 
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Staff 

• ' 5: (1) There may be appointed under the Public Service Act officers and other 
employees necessary for the purpose of this Act. The commission may determine their 
duties. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint, during pleasure, a general 
manager of the commission, fix his remuneration and declare that the Public Service 
Act applies to him. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may declare the Pension (Public Service) 
Act applicable to members of the commission and to the general manager. 

(4) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, retain consultants 
considered advisable and fix their remuneration. 

1973-46-5. 

Bylaws, etc. 

6. The commission may pass bylaws and resolutions, not contrary to law or this 
Act, considered advisable for the conduct of the affairs of the commission. 

1973-46-6. 

Objects and powers 

7. It is the object of the-commission to 
(a) preserve agricultural land; 
(b) encourage the establishment and maintenance of farms, and the use of 

land in an agricultural land reserve compatible with agricultural 
purposes; and 

(c) assist municipalities and regional districts in the preparation of land 
reserve plans required under this Act. 

For these objects, the commission has power, by itself or in cooperation with Canada, 
any of its agencies or corporations, a ministry of the Province, a municipality or a 
regional district, to acquire and dispose of property. 

1977-73-5. 

Agricultural land 

8. For the purposes of section 7, the commission may with the prior approval of 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council, designate as agricultural land, land, including 
Crown land, that is suitable for farm use, and on being so designated the land is 
established as an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-8(1,5); 1980-36-3, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17, 1980. 

Plans 

9 . (1) The board of every regional district, alone or in cooperation with its 
member municipalities and electoral areas, shall, with the assistance of the commission if 
required, including financial assistance if approved by the commission, within the time 
allowed by the commission, adopt by bylaw a land reserve plan and file the bylaw and 
plan with the commission. 

(2) A regional board or municipal council shall not adopt a bylaw for the purpose of 
this section until it has held a public hearing, notice of which has been published in the 
manner set out in section 957 of the Municipal Act, and a majority of all members of 
council or of all directors of a regional board vote for the bylaw. Section 956 of the 
Municipal Act applies, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the 
hearing. 

2 Nov. 3, 1989 
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(3) Where the commission considers it advisable to amend the plan to better carry 

out the intent of this Ac t , it may recommend amendments to the plan to the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counci l . . 

(4) Where the municipal council or regional board fails or refuses to prepare and file 
apian with the commission, the commission shall, subject to subsections (5) and (6) and 
section 10 (1), prepare a land reserve plan arid submit the land reserve plan to the 

. Lieutenant Governor in Counci l for approval. . 
(5) The commission shall not submit the plan prepared under subsection (4) to the 

Lieutenant Governor in Council until it has held a public hearing similar to that in 
subsection (2). 

(6) For the hearing 
(a) the commission has the powers of a commissioner under sections 12, 15 

and 16 of t h e / / I C / H / O ' A c / ; 

(b) the commission may accept written submissions or any other form of 
evidence; and 

(c) 3 members of the coinmission have and may exercise all the powers of the 
commission. 

1973-46-8(2,3,4,6,7,8,9); 1977-73-6; 1985-79-9; 1989-59-19. 

Land reserves 

1 0 - (I) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may approve a land reserve plan as 
submitted by the commission with or without such alterations or variations as he may 
consider advisable to carry out the intent of this Act . 

(1.1) If the commission considers that the plan refeiTed to in subsection (1) carries 
out the purpose of this Act , the commission may designate the agricultural land shown 
on the plan as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) Pending the establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipality or 
regional district under this section, all land zoned for agricultural or farm use under a 
bylaw of the municipality or district passed prior to December 21, 1972, is deemed to 
be an agricultural land reserve unless excepted by the commission. 

(3) On application by a municipality or regional district for land within the 
municipality's or regional district's territory, or on the commission's own initiative, the 
coinmission may 

(a) approve all or part of the land described in the application for addition to 
a designated iand reserve plan, and 

(b) designate all or part of the land, described in the application as or as part 
of an agricultural land reserve. 

(4) For an application under subsection (3), the municipality, regional district or 
commission, i f acting on the coinmission's own initiative, shall hold a public hearing in 
the manner and after the notice determined by regulation. A report of the meeting shall 
accompany the application. 

(5) On application by an owner of land the commission may designate all or part 
of the land described in the application as or as part of an agricultural land reserve i f the 
commission considers that tlie designation carries out the intent of this Act . 

(6) The applications referred to in subsections (3) and (5) must be made in 
accordance with section 25.1. 

1973-46-8(10-14); 1977-73-6; 1980-36-4, proclaimed October 2, 1980, eflcctivc May 17, 
1980; 1992-29-1; 1993-38-1. 
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Exclusion etc. from land reserve 

11. (1) On application by a muiiicipality or regional district for land within the 
municipality's or regional district's territory, or on the commission's own initiative, the 
commission may exclude land from a reserve, on the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) On application by a municipality or regional district for land within the 
municipality's or regional district's temtory, or on the commission's own initiative, the 
commission, without excluding the land from a reserve, may grant permission under 
section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) in respect of the land that is the subject of the 
application, on any terms the commission considers advisable. 

(2.1) It is a condition of permission granted under subsection (2) that the owner or 
occupier must comply with the applicable Acts, regulations, bylaws of the municipality 
or regional district, and the decisions and orders of any person or body having 
jurisdiction over the land under an enactment. 

(3) Before the application is made, the proposed applicant, or the commission i f 
acting on its own initiative, shall hold a public hearing in the manner and with the notice 
determined by regulation. A report of the public hearing shall accompany the 
application. 

(4) The applications referred to in subsections (I) and (2) must be made in 
accordance with section 25.1. 

Application for exclusion 

12. (1) A n owner of land aggrieved by a designation of his land as reserve land 
may, notwithstanding an appearance before or representations to the municipality, 
regional district or commission under section 9, apply to the commission in accordance 
with section 25.1, to have his land excluded from a land reserve. 

(2) The commission may, after a hearing held in the manner and after the notice 
required by regulation, allow the application on the terms it considers advisable or 
refuse the application. : 

(3) The commission may in its discretion, pending or after the hearing, with the 
consent of the applicant, permit, on terms, a use other than a farm use. 

(4) Where land was, immediately prior to December 21, 1972, zoned for agri­
cultural or farm use under a municipal or regional district bylaw subsisting on that date, 
the owner may not apply to the commission under this section unless so authorized by a 
resolution of the municipality or regional district. 

(5) The commission shall, at the owner's request, deliver to him its decision in 
writing, and allow him to examine, and make available to him, copies of all relevant 
documents in the custody of the commission. 

l977-7.3-7(part); 1980-36-5, proclaimed October 2, 1980, crfcctivc May 17, 1980-
1992-29-2; 1993-38-2. 

1977-73-7(part); 1992-29-3. 

13. [Repealed 1993-38-3.] 

Nov. 2.5, 1993 
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Plan to be amended 

1 4 . On land being excluded under this Ac t from a land reserve plan, the 
cominission must amend the land reserve.plan and notify the appropriate municipality, 
regional district and registrar of titles. 

• I99308-4. 

Use of land reserve 

1 5 . (1) This section and sections 16 to 22 apply to agricultural land designated 
as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) No person shall use agricultural land for any purpose other than farm use, 
except as permitted by this Ac t , the regulations or an order of the commission, on terms 
the commission may impose. 

(3) In addition to the limitations set out in section 23 (1) of the Land Title Act, a 
certificate of title heretofore issued for agricultural land is subject, by implication and 
without endorsement on the certificate of title, to this Act and the regulations governing 
the reserve and farm use of the land. 

(4) The registrar of titles shall endorse on every indefeasible title to agricultural 
land hereafter issued, that the title may be affected by this Act . 

1973-46-10(1,2); 1978-25-335; 1982-60-88, proclaimed effective August 1, 1983. 

Further use 

1 6 . After December 21, 1972, except as permitted by this Ac t , the regulations or 
any terms imposed in an order of the commission, 

(a) a municipality or regional district, or any authority, board or other 
agency established by it or person designated under the Local Area Act 
may not permit agricultural land to be used for other than farm use, or 
permit a building to be erected on the land except for farm, use or for 

. residences necessary to farm use or as periiiitted by regulation; 
(b) an approving officer under the Land Title A c f or the Municipal Act or a 

Board of Variance may not permit agricultural land to be used for other 
than farm use. 

1973-46-10; 1978-25-332. 

Covenant 

1 7 . (1) A covenant, whether of a negative or positive nature, in favour of the 
commission may, with the consent of the covenantor, be registered as a charge against 
the title and is enforceable against the covenantor and his successors in title, even i f the 
covenant is not annexed to land owned by the commission. 

(2) The covenant may be 
. (a) for the use of land, subdivision of land or the use of a building on or to be 

erected on land; 
(b) that land is or is not to be built on; or 
(c) that several parcels of land are not to be transferred separately.. 

(3) A charge registered under this section may be modified by the commission 
and the owner of the land or discharged by the commission by an instrument in writing 
executed under the Land Title Act. 

)977-73-8; 1978-25-332; 1980-49-3,.effcctive May 17, 1980. • 
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Registration restrictions 

18. Except as permitted by this Act or the regulations or by an order of the 
commission on terms and conditions the commission may impose, a registrar of titles 
may not . • 

(a) accept an application for deposit of a subdivision, reference, explanatory 
or other plan showing subdivision of land; or 

(b) permit a new parcel of land by a metes and bounds description or an 
abbreviated description, 

under the Land Title Act, Condominium Act or Real Estate Act, all or part of which 
consists of land in an agricultural land reserve. 

1977-73-8: 1978-25-332; 1980-36-6. proclaimcdOclobcr2, 1980, effective May 17, 1980: 
1980-49-4, effective May 17, 1980. 

Exception 

19. (1) Restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land that, on 
December 2 1 , 1972, was, by separate certificate of title issued under the Land Registry 
Act, less than 2 acres in area. 

(2) The restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land lawfully 
used for other than a farm use, established and carried on continuously for at least 6 
months. immediately prior to December 21, 1972, unless and until 

(a) the use is changed, other than to farm use, without the permission of the 
commission; 

(b) an enactment made after December 21, 1972, prohibits the use; or 
(c) permission for the use granted under an enactment is withdrawn or 

expires. 

1973-46-11(1,2). 

Application for other than farm use 
20. (1) The commission may, under the regulations, hear applications made in 

accordance with section 25.1 for permission under section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) and 
may grant or refuse permission and may impose the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) Where land was, immediately prior to December 21, 1972, zoned for agri­
cultural or farm use under a mtinicipal or regional district bylaw, the owner may not 
apply to the commission under this section unless so authorized by a resolution of the 
municipality or the regional district. 

1973-46-11 (4,4a); 1977-73-9; 1980-36-7, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17, 
1980; 1992-29-4. 

Appeal 

2 1 . An owner of land, aggrieved by an order of the commission refusing 
permission for a use other than a farm use or imposing terms on permission for that use, 
may appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only, by way of stated case to 
the Supreme Court. The provisions of the Offence Act for appeals by way of stated case 
apply, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the appeal and to any 
further appeal. A reference in that Act to a justice is deemed to be a reference to the 
commission. 

1973-46-11(5). 

Additional powers 

22 . The commission may for agricultural land 
(a) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with other 

persons to do so; 
6 . ' . Nov. 25, 1993 
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(b) withdraw from an agricultural land reserve agricultural land owned by 

the commission and, with the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in 
Counci l , dispose of the land to the Crown to be dealt with under the Land 
Acf; and 

(c) dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with the approval 
of the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l , to private ownership for 
permanent farm use, or any other use considered by the commission to 
be in the public interest," subject to any terms the commission may 
impose. 

1973-46-12; 1977-73-10. 

Capital improvements 

2 3 . The commission may make capital improvements on commission land 
where it considers them desirable for the efficient use o f its land or other land in the 
vicinity, and pay for or purchase capital improvements made on commission land by 
any person. 

•1973-46-13. , 

Taxes 

2 4 . Where commission land is unoccupied or a lease of commission land does 
not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the commission may pay to the 
municipality or regional district a grant in place of taxes. 

1973-46-14. 

Fees 

2 5 . The commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Counci l , a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission for the 
preparation of leases and other documents, for appraisals and.evaluations of land and 
for copies of documents of llie commission. 

1973-46-15. 

Applications 

2 5 . 1 (1) In this section, except in .subsection (2), "application" means an 
application under scction 10 (3) or (5) or 12 (1 ) or an application for permission under 
scction 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2). 

(2) A municipality or regional district that makes an application to the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council under section 11 must pay the prescribed application fee. 

(3) A person who makes an application to the commission, other than an 
application 

(a) to use land in an agricultural land reserve for a prescribed type of use, or 
(b) to subdivide land in an agricul tural land reserve in prescribed 

circumstances, 
must do so by submitting the application and, except in the case of an application under 
section 10 (3) or (5), by paying the prescribed application fee 

(c) to the municipality, i f the land described in the application is in a 
. municipality, and 

(d) to the regional district, i f the land described in the application is in a 
regional district but not in a municipality. 

Nov. 25, 199.1 7 
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(4) A person who makes an application to the commission 
(a) for a prescribed type of use, or 
(b) to subdivide land in prescribed circumstances 

referred to in subsection (3) inust submit the application and pay the prescribed 
application fee directly to the commission. 

(5) In respect of an application to the commission 
(a) for a prescribed type of use, or 
(b) to subdivide land in prescribed circumstances 

referred to in subsection (3), the commission may require assistance from a munici­
pality or regional district in which the land described in the application is situated. 

(6) The municipal council of a municipality or the regional board of a regional 
district that receives an application under subsection (3) shall 

(a) review the application, and 
(b) subject to subsection (7), forward the application to the commission 

together with the council 's or board's comments and recommendations 
concerning the application. 

(7) In a case where section 12 (4) or 2 0 (2) applies to an application or proposed 
application, the requirement in subsection (6) (b) to forward the application to the 
commission does not apply i f the municipality's or regional district's authorization, 
required by that section, is refused. 

1992-29-.';. 

Application fees 

25.2 (1) A municipality or regional district that receives application fees under 
section 25.1 

(a) may retain a prescribed portion of the application fees, and 
(b) must remit the balance of the application fees to the commission at the 

prescribed times. 
(2) Despite subsection (1), in a case where section 12 (4) or 20 (2) applies to an 

application or proposed application and the municipality's or regional district's authori­
zation required by that section is refused, the portion of the application fee that would 
otherwise be remitted to the commission under subsection (1) (b) shall be returned to 
the applicant by the municipality or regional district, as the case may be. 

(3) Subject to the approval of the commission, i f the clerk of a municipality or the 
secretary of a regional district considers that a case of hardship exists, he or she may 
waive the application fee payable under section 25.1 (3). 

(4) If the coinmission considers that a case of hardship exists it may waive the 
application fee payable under section 25.1 (4). 

(5) If, under section 25.1 (5), the commission requires assistance from a munici­
pality or regional district, the commission must remit a prescribed portion of the 
application fee to the municipality or regional district. 

(6) This section applies notwithstanding the Financial Administration Act. 
1992-29-5. 

No compensation for reserve land 

26. Land shall be deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by reason of its 
designation as an agricultural land reserve. 

1973-46-16. 



Agreements 

27. The minister may, for the purposes of this Ac t , with the approval of the 
Lieutenant Governor in Counci l , enter into agreements with Canada, a municipality, a 
regional district or an agent of the Crown. 

197.1-46-17; 1977-75-9. 

Report and statement 

28. (1) The commission shall submit annually to the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council ' 

(a) a report of its operations for the preceding fiscal year; 
(b) a financial statement showing its business for that fiscal year, in the form 

required by the Comptroller General. 
(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly within 15 sitting days, 

following submission, of the session next following the end of the fiscal year, but the 
commission need not submit its report sooner than 90 days after the end of its fiscal year. 

1973-46-18; 1980-49-5, effective May 17, 1980. 

Definition of "board" in sections 28.2 to 28.6 

28.1 In sections 28.2 to 28.6 "board", 
(a) during the period before the establishment of the Environmental Assess­

ment Board under the Environmental Assessment Act, means a commis­
sioner or commissioners appointed under the Inquli-y Act for the purpose 
of inquiring into a matter described in section 28.2, and 

(b) after the establishment of the Environmental Assessment Board under the 
Environmental Assessment Act, means the Environmental Assessment 
Board. 

19.93-38-5. 

Reference of a matter to the board 

28.2 (I) If the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l considers it to be in the Provin­
cial interest, the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l by order may refer to the board, for the 
purpose of a public hearing described in section 28.5, any of the following matters that 
is before the commission at the time of the order making the referral: 

(a) an application under section 10 (3) or (5), 11 (1) or (2) or 12 (1); 
(b) an application referred to in section 20 (1); 
(c) where land is being considered by the commission on its own initiative 

for 
(i) approval and designation under section 10 (3), 

(ii) exclusion from a reserve under section 11(1), or 
(iii) the granting of the permission referred to in section 11 (2), 

the issues relating to the approval and designation, to the exclusion or to 
the permission, as the case may be. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Counci l must specify written terms of reference 
for the purpose of a public hearing by the board pertaining to a matter refeired to the 
board under this scction. 

1993-38-5.' ' • " '• 

Nov. 2.'), 199.1 •9 
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Suspension of matters pending 
a decision under section 28.2 

28.3 (1) For tiic purpose of giving the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l time to 
consider whether an order under section 28.2 is warranted in relation to a matter 
referred to in section 28.2 that is before the commission, the minister may order that the 
matter be suspended for a period, to be specified in the order, that is not longer than 90 
days or any shorter period that is prescribed for the purpose of this subsection. 

(2) A n order of the minister under subsection (1) has effect and is binding on the 
commission and on any parties to a proceeding relating to matter that is the subject of 
the order until the expiry of the period specified in the order. 

1993-38-5. • . 

Effect of an order under section 28.2 

28.4 (1) On the date of an order under section 28.2 referring a matter to the 
board, the commission's powers and duties under this Act in relation to the matter that 
is the subject of the order are transferred to the Lieutenant Governor in Council to the 
extent necessary to enable the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l to act in accordance with 
section 28.6. 

(2) A n order under section 28.2 is final and binding. 
1993-38-5. 

Mandate of the board 

28-5 (1) On receipt of and in accordance with the written terms of reference 
specified in conjunction with an order under section 28.2, the board, in accordance with 
the terms of reference, must conduct a public hearing of the probable environmental, 
economic, social, cultural and heritage effects, and, without limitation, the agricultural 
effects, of whichever of the following is the subject of the matter described in section 
28.2 in respect of which the order was made: 

(a) an approval and designation under section 10 (3); 
(b) a designation under section 10 (5); 
(c) an exclusion from a reserve under section 11 (1) or 12 (1); 
(d) the granting or refusal of the permission referred to in section 11 (2) or 

2 0 ( 1 ) . 

(2) On conclusion of the public hearing, the board inust submit to the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council 

(a) a written report in accordance with the written terms of reference spec­
ified under subsection (3), and 

(b) a summary of the evidence received and submissions made in the course 
of any public hearing held in accordance with the terms of reference. 

(3) Within 10 days after submitting its report under section 28.2, the board must 
publish the report in the prescribed manner. 

1993-38-5. 

Lieutenant Governor in Council's decision 

28.6 (1) On receiving the board's report the L^ieutenant Governor in Counci l by 
order may decide the outcome of the matter that is the subject of the order under section 
28.2 by 
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(a) granting or refusing to grant tlic approval, designation, exclusion or 

, permission applied for, in the case of a matter described in section 28.2 
( l ) ( a ) o r ( b ) , or 

(b) making or deciding not to make the approval, designation, exclusion or 
permission that was under consideration by the commission on its own 
initiative, in the case of a matter described in section 28.2 (1) (c). 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Counci l may attach conditions to an order made 
under this section. 

(3) A n order made under this section is final and binding. 
. 1993-38-5. 

Application of other Acts 

2 9 . (1) This Act and regulations are not subject to any other enactment, whenever 
enacted, except the Interpretation Act, the Environment and Land Use Act, the Waste 
Management Act and as provided in this Ac t or regulations. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by order, declare that a provision of 
the Company Act applies to the commission but otherwise the Company Act does not 
apply to the commission. 

1973-46-20(1,7,8); 1982-41-37, proclaimed effective September 16, 1982. 

Power under other Acts 

3 0 . A minister or agent of the Crown shall not exercise a power granted under 
another enactment except in accordance with this Ac t and regulations. 

1973-46-20(1). 

Conflict with bylaws -

3 1 . (1) Nothing in this Act or the regulations affects or impairs the validity of a 
municipal or regional district bylaw relating to the use of agricultural land in an 
agricultural land reserve except in so far as the bylaw is inconsistent with this Ac t , the 
regulations or an order of the commission. In case of an inconsistency this Ac t , the 
regulations and the order prevail and' the inconsistent portion is suspended. 

(2) A municipal or regional district bylaw that provides restrictions on farm use of 
agricultural land additional to those provided by this Ac t and the regulations is not, for 
that'reason alone, inconsistent with this Ac t and the regulations. 

1973-46-20(4,5,6). 

Appropriation 

3 2 . Money required for the puiposes of this Ac t may 
(a) in the absence of an appropriation, or 
(b) where money appropriated is insufficient, 

be paid out of the consolidated revenue fund to the commission in amounts approved by 
the Lieutenant Governor in Counci l . ^ 

1980-36-8, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May n ; 1980. 

Consolidated revenue fund 

3 2 . 1 The commission shall pay as soon as practical al l money received by it, 
other than money received pursuant to an appropriation under a Supply A c t or under 
section 32 of this Act , into the consolidated revenue fund. 

Nov. a."). 199.1 1992-29-5. 1 1 
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Bonding 

33 . The Lieutenant Governor in Council or the commission may require an 
applicant under this Act, whose application has been granted on terms, to post a bond 
pursuant to the Bonding Act and the regulations to ensure compliance with the terms. 

1977-73-15. 

Enforcement 

34. Where the commission believes that a present or future activity or use of land 
in an agricultural land reserve may contravene this Act, the regulations, an order of the 
commission or a condition imposed by section 4 (2) of the Golf Course Development 
Moratorium Act, the commission 

(a) may order the owner or occupant to refrain from the activity or use for a 
period not exceeding 60 days, and to make written or oral submissions to 
the commission as it requires to determine any likely impairment of the 
agricultural capability of the land; 

(b) may apply to the Supreme Court for an order restraining the owner.or 
occupant from commencing or continuing the activity or use of land in 
contravention of this Act, the regulations, an order of the commission or 
a condition imposed by scction 4 (2) of the Golf Course Development 
Moratorium Act. 

[Note: see section 6, Soil Conservation Act.] 
1977-73-15; 1992-8-7. 

Determination and order 

3 5 . Where after a submission and a determination that the activity, or use of 
land, would likely impair agricultural capability, or where no submission is made, the 
commission may, by order -

(a) impose on the owner or occupant the terms for activity or use of the land 
it considers advisable; or 

(b) require that the land be restored to its former condition as agricultural 
land, to the satisfaction of the commission; and 

(c) require a bond to ensure compliance. 
In case of default under paragraph (b), the commission may perform the work, and the 
cost is a debt due to the commission by the owner or occupant in default. 

1977-73-15. 

Transitional 

36 . Notwithstanding sections 29 and 30, where Crown land established as an 
agricultural land reserve under this Act has been leased by the Crown, or sold by 
agreement for sale by the Crown and not transferred to the purchaser before December 
21 , 1972, and on that date was being used for a purpose other than farm use, and not in 
contravention of the terms of the lease or agreement, that use may continue until 
termination of the lease or issue of title to the purchaser under the agreement for sale. 

1973-46-20(3). 
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Regulations 

37. (1) The Lieutenant Governor in Counci l may make regulations. 
(2) Without limiting subsection (1), the Lieutenant Governor in Council may 

make regulations 
(a) establishing different application fees for different types of applications 

and applications in different circumstances, and 
(b) exempting classes of persons from payment of a prescribed application 

fee. 
1977-73-11; 1992-29-6. 

[Note: Act assented to April 18, 1973 and came into force on proclamation, which 
could have been declared to he before or after enactment. The declaralioii power was 
not exercised. J973-46-22.] 
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V R O V I N C E O F BRITISH C O L U M B I . /^C(^ 

ORDER OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL ^ 

Order in Council No. 1037 • Approved and Ordered AUG ?5,1994 

Lieutenant Governor 

Executive Council Chambers, Victoria 

On the recommendation of the undersigned, the Lieutenant Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Executive CounciL orders that 

the Agricultural Land Commission Amendment Act, 1994, S.B.C. 1994, c. 25, 
is by this regxJation, brought into force. 

DEPOSITED 

AUG 2 6 1994 

B.C. REG. ^^^^h^l 

Minister of Agriadture Fisheries and Food Presiding Member of the Executive Coundl 

I 7"/i/.v purr is for admituslralne purposes milv iind is not part of the Order, t 

.uthority under which Order is made: 
Agricultural Land Commission Amendment Act, 1994, S.B.C. 1994, c. 25, s. 18(1). 

Ai-'t and section: 

Other upcLityl: 

DK.in2 



Government Bill 

Third Session, Thirty-fifth Parliament 
43 Elizabeth II, 1994 

Legislative Assembly of British Columbia 

BILL 30 

AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION 
AMENDMENT ACT, 1994 

Honourable David Zimhelt 
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 



Explanatory Notes 

SECTION 1: adds a definition to section I of the Agricultural Land Commission Act 
for the purpose of other amendments. 

SECTION 2: adds section 2.1 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act to allow a new 
member of the commission to complete proceedings started before the 
member's appointment. 

SECTION 3: replaces section 7 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act to reflect the 
commission's cooperative role in achieving the objectives of the Act. 



MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, 
FISHERIES AND FOOD 

BILL 30-1994 

AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION 
AMENDMENT ACT, 1994 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Province of British Columbia, enacts as follows: 

1. Section 1 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 9, is amended 
by adding the following definition: 

"approving officer" means an approving officer as defined in the Land Title 
Act;. 

2. The following section is added: 

Completion of proceedings 

2.1 (1) Subject to subsection (2), a member of the commission, after being 
appointed, may take up and carry on to completion all proceedings 
commenced under this Act but not completed before the member's 
appointment. 

(2) A member of the commission who was not present at the hearing of an 
application or other matter under this Act may vote on the application or 
matter only if a record of the hearing is given to the member before the 
vote. 

3. Section 7 is repealed and the following substituted: 

Objects and powers 

7. (1) It is the object of the commission to 

(a) preserve agricultural land, 

(b) encourage the establishment and maintenance of farms, and the use 
of land in an agricultural land reserve compatible with agricultural 
purposes, 

(c) assist municipalities and regional districts in the preparation of land 
reserve plans required under this Act, and 

(d) encourage municipalities, regional districts, first nations and minis­
ters, ministries and agents of the governments of British Columbia 



SECTION 4: replaces section 12 (4) of the Agricultural Land Commission Act to give 
local government an expanded role in applications under that section. 

SECTION 5: adds section 15 (1.1) of the Agricultural Land Commission Act to clarify 
that certain sections apply only to land within an agricultural land 
reserve. 

SECTION 6: replaces section 16(1) (b) of the Agricultural Land Commission Act with 
provisions that accurately reflect the jurisdiction of approving officers. 



and Canada to support and accommodate farm use of agricultural 
land in their bylaws, plans and policies. 

(2) The commission has the power, by itself or in cooperation with the entities 
referred to in subsection (1) (d), to acquire and dispose of property. 

4. Section 12 (4) is repealed and the following substituted: 

(4) If an application under this section 

(a) applies to land that is zoned to permit agricultural or farm use in a 
bylaw, or 

(b) requires, in order to proceed, an amendment to an official settlement 
plan, official community plan, official development plan, rural land 
use bylaw or zoning bylaw, 

of a municipality or regional district adopted under the Municipal Act or 
the Vancouver Charter that is in force on the day that the application is 
made, the application may not proceed under this section unless so autho­
rized by a resolution of the municipality or the regional district. 

5. Section 15 is amended 

(a) in subsection (I) by striking out "This section" and substituting "Subject to 
subsection (1.1), this section", and 

(b) by adding the following: 

(1.1) For greater certainty, if the boundary of an agricultural land reserve 
divides a parcel of land, this section and sections 16 to 22 apply only to 
that portion of the parcel that is designated as an agricultural land reserve. 

6. Section 16 is amended 

(a) by renumbering the section as section 16 (]), 

(b) by repealing subsection (l)(b) and substituting the following: 

(b) an approving officer may not approve a subdivision of agricultural 
land under the Land Title Act, the Condominium Act or the Municipal 
Act; and 

(c) a board of variance may not permit agricultural land to be used for 
other than farm use under the Municipal Act., and 

(c) by adding the following subsection: 

(2) Subsection (1) (b) applies to any person who exercises the authority of an 
approving officer under any other Act. 



SECTION 7: adds section 19 (3) of the Agricultural Land Commission Act to clarify 
that legal non-conforming uses are limited to the part of the parcel on 
which they were carried on. 

SECTION 8: replaces section 20 (2) of the Agricultural Land Commission Act to give 
local government an expanded role in applications under that section. 
Adds section 20 (3) of the Agricultural Land Commission Act to allow 
applications to be decided on the basis of written representations. The 
commission would maintain the flexibility to hold a hearing in appro­
priate circumstances. 

SECTION 9: adds several new sections of the Agricultural Land Commission Act. 
Section 20.1 allows local government, with the agreement of the commis­
sion, to decide section 20 applications. Section 20.2 establishes a limited 
scope for section 20 applications to be decided by the general manager 
Section 20.3 states that decisions made by local government or the 
general manager may be appealed. Section 20.4 allows the commission 
to reconsider its decisions in limited circumstances. 



7. Section 19 is amended by adding the following: 

(3) For greater certainty, the exception in subsection (2) applies only to the 
land that was actually being used for other than a farm use and not to the 
entire parcel on which that use was being carried on. 

8. Section 20 is amended 

(a) in subsection (1) by striking out "hear applications" and substituting "decide 
applications", and 

(b) by repealing subsection (2) and substituting the following: 

(2) If an application under this section 

(a) applies to land that is zoned to permit agricultural or farm use in a 
bylaw, or 

(b) requires, in order to proceed, an amendment to an official settlement 
plan, official community plan, official development plan, rural land 
use bylaw or zoning bylaw, 

of a municipality or regional district adopted under the Municipal Act or 
the Vancouver Charter that is in force on the day that the application is 
made, the application may not proceed under this section unless so autho­
rized by a resolution of the municipality or the regional disu-ict. 

(3) In deciding an application under this section, the commission may, under 
the regulations, hold a hearing or may make a decision on the basis of 
written representations only. 

9. The following sections are added: 

Delegation of section 20 powers to 
municipalities and regional districts 

20.1 (1) The commission may enter into an agreement with a municipality or 
regional district to enable the municipality or regional district to exercise 
some or all of the commission's power to decide applications under 
section 20 with respect to lands within the municipality or regional 
district. 

(2) If an agreement is entered into under subsection (1), the municipality or 
regional district must, with respect to an application covered by the agree­
ment, 

(a) consider each application in the prescribed manner, and 

(b) advise the commission in the prescribed manner of each application 
received and the decision made on each application. 





(3) A decision made by a municipality or regional district under this section 
must be made by resolution of the council or board, as the case may be. 

(4) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations respecting the 
terms of agreements entered into under this section. 

(5) If the commission's power to decide applications under section 20 is 
delegated to a municipality or regional district by an agreement entered 
into under this section, the decision of the municipality or regional district 
is a decision of the commission for the purposes of this Act. 

(6) If a municipality or regional district has the power to decide an application 
under an agreement entered into under subsection (1) 

(a) an application that would be required to be submitted to the munici­
pality or regional district under section 25.1 for review, comment and 
recommendation must be made directly to the municipality or 
regional district, 

(b) the entire fee payable under section 25.1 with respect to the applica­
tion may be retained by the municipality or regional district, and 

(c) sections 28.2 to 28.6 apply to the application as if the application 
were before the commission. 

General manager may approve 
specified section 20 applications 

20.2 (1) The commission may, by resolution, establish criteria under which 

(a) specified types of applications under section 20, or 

(b) applications under section 20 with respect to specified regions of 
British Columbia, 

would be approved by the commission. 

The commission must put the criteria established under subsection (1) in 
writing and make them available for inspection during ordinary business 
hours. 

An application under section 20 that meets the criteria established under 
subsection (1) may be approved by the general manager on the conditions 
that the general manager may impose. 

The conditions imposed by the general manager under subsection (3) must 
be consistent with the criteria established by the commission under 
subsection (1). 

If the general manager is of the opinion that the application does not meet 
the criteria specified under subsection (1) or for any other reason does not 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 



SECTION 10: adds section 22.1 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act to allow 
inspection powers for the purposes of deciding applications and 
enforcing the Act. 



wish to approve the application under subsection (3), the application must 
be referred to the commission for a decision. 

(6) An approval of a section 20 application made by the general manager 
under subsection (3) is a decision of the conrunission for the purposes of 
this Act. 

(7) The general manager may not exercise a power that has been delegated to 
a municipality or regional district through an agreement entered into under 
section 20.1. 

Decisions may be appealed 

20.3 Without limiting section 20.1 (5) or 20.2 (6), a decision of the municipality or 
regional district under section 20.1 or of the general manager under section 
20.2 is a decision that may be appealed under section 21. 

Reconsideration of decisions 

20.4 (1) If the commission determines, on the written request of a person affected 
or on the commission's own initiative, that 

(a) evidence not available at the time of an original decision of the 
commission under this Act has become available, or 

(b) a decision of the commission under this Act was based, in whole or 
in part, on evidence that was in error or was false, 

the commission may reconsider that decision and may confirm, reverse or 
vary it. 

(2) The commission must give notice of its intention to reconsider a decision 
under subsection (1) to any person that the commission considers is 
affected by the reconsideration. 

10. The following section is added: 

Inspections 

22.1 (1) For the purpose of deciding an application under this Act or ensuring 
compliance with this Act, the regulations or an order of the commission, a 
member of the commission, or a person appointed under section 5 and 
designated in writing by the commission for the purpose, may 

(a) enter any land, other than a dwelling house, 

(b) make any surveys, analyses, inspections, examinations or soil tests 
that are necessary to determine 

(i) the current use of the land, 



SECTION 11: makes a minor amendment to section 25.1 (2) of the Agricultural Land 
Commission Act that is consequential to the Cabinet Appeals Abolition 
Act. 

SECTION 12: adds section 25.3 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act to require 
public notice of applications under the Act. 

SECTION 13: replaces section 31 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act to clarify 
the relationship between the Act and local government bylaws. 



(ii) the suitability of the land for farm use, or 

(iii) the potential impact of proposed changes to the use of the land 
on land in an agricultural land reserve, and 

(c) remove soil samples for the purposes of conducting the analyses and 
tests referred to in paragraph (b). 

(2) A person who hinders, obstructs, impedes or otherwise interferes with a 
person exercising a power under subsection (1) commits an offence. 

11. Section 25.1 (2) is amended by striking out "the Lieutenant Governor in Council" 
and substituting "the commission". 

12. The following section is added: 

Notice of applications 

25.3 (1) In this section "application" means an application under section 25.1. 

(2) A person who makes an application must, in the prescribed 
circumstances, 

(a) give notice of the application in accordance with the regulations 
before submitting the application, and 

(b) provide evidence, satisfactory to the commission, that the applicant 
has complied with the notice requirements of the regulations. 

(3) A municipality or regional district that has the power to decide an appli­
cation through an agreement entered into under section 20.1 must ensure 
that the application is accompanied by evidence, satisfactory to the munic­
ipality or regional district, that the applicant has complied with the notice 
requirements of the regulations. 

(4) A decision of the commission or of a municipality or regional district 
with respect to an application is not invalidated by reason only of the 
failure of the applicant to comply with the notice requirements of the 
regulations, if the applicant made reasonable efforts to comply with those 
requirements. 

13. Section 31 is repealed and the following substituted: 

Conflict with bylaws 

31. (1) In this section "bylaw" means 

(a) a bylaw made by a municipality or regional district under the 
Municipal Act or the Vancouver Charter that adopts an official settle-



SECTION 14: adds secdon 35.1 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act to provide 
standard liability protection for actions done in good faith. 



ment plan, official community plan, official development plan, rural 
land use bylaw or zoning bylaw, and 

(b) any other bylaw respecting land use in a municipality or regional 
district made by a municipality or regional district under any other 
enactment. 

(2) Every municipality and regional disuict must ensure that its bylaws are 
consistent with this Act, the regulations and the orders of the commission. 

(3) Subject to subsection (4), nothing in this Act affects or impairs the validity 
of a bylaw relating to the use of agricultural land in an agricultural land 
reserve. 

(4) A bylaw that is inconsistent with this Act, the regulations or an order of 
the commission is, to the extent of the inconsistency, of no force or effect. 

(5) Without limiting subsection (4), a bylaw that 

(a) allows agricultural land in an agricultural land reserve to be used for 
a use not permitted by this Act, the regulations or an order of the 
commission, or 

(b) contemplates a use of land that would impair or impede the intent of 
this Act, the regulations or an order of the commission, whether or 
not that use requires the adoption of any further bylaw, the giving of 
any consent or approval or the making of any order, 

is deemed to be inconsistent with this Act. 

(6) A bylaw that provides restrictions on farm use of agricultural land addi­
tional to those provided by this Act and the regulations is not, for that 
reason alone, inconsistent with this Act and the regulations. 

(7) The Offence Act does not apply to a contravention of subsection (2). 

(8) This section applies only to bylaws made after this section comes into 
force. 

14. The following section is added: 

Civil liability 

35.1 (1) No action for damages lies or may be brought against any member of the 
commission or any person appointed under section 5 because of anything 
done or omitted in good faith 

(a) in the performance or purported performance of any duty under this 
Act, or 

(b) in the exercise or purported exercise of any power under this Act. 



SECTION 15: adds regulation making powers to section 37 of the Agricultural Land 
Commission Act for the purposes of other amendments. 

SECTION 16: makes consequential amendments to section 947 of the Municipal Act to 
require local government plans relating to agricultural land reserves to be 
referred to the commission for comment. 



(2) Subsection (1) does not absolve the commission from vicarious liability 
for an act or omission for which it would be vicariously liable if this 
section were not in force. 

15. Section 37 is amended 

(a) in subsection (2) by striking out "and" at the end of paragraph (a) and by 
adding the following: 

(c) respecting the terms of an agreement entered into under section 20.1, 

(d) respecting the manner in which a municipality or regional district is 
required to 

(i) consider an application, and 

(ii) advise the commission of an application received and a 
decision made on an application, 

for the purpose of section 20.1 (2), 

(e) prescribing circumstances in which notice of an application is 
required to be given under section 25.3, and 

(0 respecting the notice requirements for the purpose of section 25.3, 
including prescribing a form of notice,, and 

(b) by adding the following subsection: 

(3) A regulation made under subsection (2) (f) may prescribe different 
notice requirements for different types of applications or different 
areas of British Columbia. 

Consequential Amendments 

Municipal Act 

16. Section 947 of the Municipal Act, R.S.B. C. 1979, c. 290, is amended 

(a) in subsection (2) by adding the following: 

(a.2) if the plan applies to land in an agricultural land reserve established 
under the Agricultural Land Commission Act, refer the plan to the 
Provincial Agricultural Land Commission for comment,, and 

(b) by adding the following: 

(2.2) The minister may make regulations 



SECTION 17: validates the original process for designation of agricultural land 
reserves. 



(a) defining areas for which and describing circumstances in which 
subsection (1) (a.2) does not apply, and 

(b) providing that an exception under paragraph (a) is subject to the 
terms and conditions specified by the minister. 

Validations 

17. (1) In this section 

''agricultural land reserve" means an agricultural land reserve established 
under secdon 8 of the former Act; 

"commission" means the Provincial Agricultural Land Commission 
continued under section 2 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act; 

"former Act" means the Land Commission Act, S.B.C. 1973, c. 46; 

"land reserve plan" means the land reserve plan of the regional district listed 
in column 1 of the Schedule, adopted by the bylaw of the number listed 
opposite it in column 2 on the date listed opposite it in column 3, and filed 
with the commission under section 8 (2) of the former Act. 

(2) Despite any decision of a court to the contrary, all amendments to a land 
reserve plan made and recommended by the commission under section 8 
(6) of the former Act are confirmed and validated effective the date on 
which each of the amendments was purported to have been made and 
recommended. 

(3) Despite any decision of a court to the contrary, the orders in council, 
approving land reserve plans under section 8 (6) of the former Act, listed 
in column 4 of the Schedule, are confirmed and validated effective the date 
on which each of the orders in council was purported to have been made. 

(4) Despite any decision of a court to the contrary, the designations of land as 
an agricultural land reserve made by the commission under section 8 (6) 
of the former Act and contained in the resolutions of the commission listed 
in column 5 of the Schedule are confirmed and validated effective the date 
on which each of the designations was purported to have been made. 

(5) Everything done that would have been validly done had the acts validated 
by this section been validly done on the date they were purported to have 
been done is conclusively deemed to have been validly done. 

(6) This section is retroactive to the extent necessary to give full force and 
effect to its provisions and must not be constmed as lacking retroactive 
effect in relation to any matter by reason that it makes no specific reference 
to that matter 



18. (1) Subject to subsection (2), this Act comes into force by regulation of the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council. 

(2) Section 17 is deemed to come into force on the day this Act receives First 
Reading in the Legislative Assembly and is retroactive to the extent 
necessary to give it effect on and after that day. 



S C H E D U L E 
(Section 17) 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5 

REGIONAL DISTRICT BYLAW 
NUMBER BYLAW DATE 

APPROVAL 
ORDER IN 
COUNCIL 

DESIGNATION 
RESOLUTION 

Albemi-Clayoquot 47 Oct. 24/73 1246/74 173/74 

Bulkley-Nechako 79 Nov. 22/73 3953/74 193/75 

Capital 150 Nov. 2/73 2125/74 181/74 

Cariboo 238 Feb. 15/74 3744/74 190/74 

Ocean Falls 1 May 31/74 132/75 194/75 

Central Fraser Valley 73 Oct. 22/73 1244/74 175/74 

Central Kootenay 150 Jan. 5/74 3076/74 189/74 

Central Okanagan 71 ' Dec. 5/73 2413/74 183/74 

Columbia Shuswap 70 Dec. 18/73 2856/74 187/74 

Comox Strathcona 113 Nov. 14/73 1645/74 177/74 

Cowichan Valley 120 Nov. 14/73 1646/74 176/74 

Dewdney-Alouette 68 Oct. 24/73 1245/74 174/74 

East Kootenay 79 Feb. 23/74 1838/75 196/75 

Fraser-Cheam 32 Dec. 18/73 2790/74 185/74 

Fraser-Fort George 153 Dec. 17/73 2673/74 184/74 

Greater Vancouver 120 Oct. 3/73 1936/74 179/74 

Kitimat-Stikine 32 Mar. 28/74 3634/74 191/74 

Kootenay Boundary 82 Dec. 12/73 3075/74 188/74 

Mount Waddington 37 Jan. 19/76 3593/76 197/76 

Nanaimo 112 Dec. 11/73 2124/74 182/74 

North Okanagan 88 Sept. 27/73 900/74 171/74 

Okanagan-Similkameen 184 Sept. 20/73 181/74 170/74 

Peace River Liard 54 Nov. 22/73 1984/74 180/74 

Powell River 24 June 27/74 3743/74 192/74 



Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5 

REGIONAL DISTRICT BYLAW 
NUMBER BYLAW DATE 

APPROVAL 
ORDER IN 
COUNCIL 

DESIGNATION 
RESOLUTION 

Skeena-Queen Charlotte 31 June 28/74 470/75 195/75 

Squamish-Lillooet 50 Oct. 22/73 1647/74 178/74 

Sunshine Coast 83 Nov. 8/73 1139/74 172/74 

Thompson-Nicola 159 Oct. 5/73 2857/74 186/74 

Queen's Printer for British Columbia® 
Victoria, 1994 
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MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, 
FISHERIES AND FOOD 

BILL 30-1994 

AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION 
AMENDMENT ACT, 1994 

H E R M A J E S T Y , by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Province of Brit ish Columbia, enacts as follows: 

1. Section 1 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 9, is amended 
by adding the following definition: 

"approving officer" means an approving officer as defined in the Land Title 
Act; . 

2. The following section is added: 

Completion of proceedings 

2.1 (1) Subject to subsection (2), a member of the commission, after being 
appointed, may take up and carry on to completion all proceedings 
commenced under this Act but not completed before the member's 
appointment. 

(2) A member of the commission who was not present at the hearing of an 
application or other matter under this Act 'may vote on the application or 
matter only i f a record of the hearing is given to the member before the 
vote.- , 

3. Section 7 is repealed and the following substituted: " • ' - • • v , > v , 

Objects and powers 

7. (1) It is the object of the commission to 

(a) preserve agricultural land, 

(b) encourage the establishment and maintenance of farms, and the use 
of land in an agricultural land reserve compatible with agricultural 
purposes, 

(c) assist municipalities and regional districts in the preparation of land 
reserve plans required under this Act , and 



(d) encourage municipalities, regional districts, first nations and minis-, 
ters, ministries and agents of tiie governments of British Columbia 
and Canada to support and accommodate farm use of agricultural 
land in their bylaws, plans and policies. 

(2) The commission has the power, by itself or in cooperation with the entities 
referred to in subsection (1) (d), to acquire and dispose of property. 

4. Section 12 (4) is repealed and the following substituted: 

(4) If an application under this section 

, (a) applies to land that is zoned to permit agricultural or farm use in a 
bylaw, or 

(b) requires, in order to proceed, an amendment to an official settlement 
plan, official community plan, official development plan, rural land 
use bylaw or zoning bylaw,, 

of a municipality, or regional district adopted under the Municipal Act or 
the Vancouver Charter that is in force on the day that the application is 
made, the application may not proceed under this section unless so autho­
rized by a resolution of the municipality or the regional district. 

5. Section 15 is amended 

(a) in subsection (1) by striking out "This section" and substituting "Subject to 
'^subsection (1.1), this section", a«(5? 

• /'(b) by adding the following: ' 

(1.1) For greater certainty, if the boundary of an agricultural land reserve 
-y divides a parcel of land; this section and sections 16 to 22 apply only to 

h that portion of the parcel that is designated as an agricultural land reserve. 

6. Section 16 is amended 

(a) by renumbering the section as section 16 (1), 

(b) by repealing subsection (I) (b) and substituting the following: 

(b) an approving officer may not approve a subdivision of agricultural 
land under the Land Title Act, the Condominium Actor the Municipal 
Act; and 

(c) a board of variance may not permit agricultural land to be used for 
other than farm use under the Municipal Act., and 

(c) by adding the following subsection: 
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(2) , Subsection (1) (b) applies to any person who exercises.the authority of an 
approving officer under any other Act . 

7. Section 19 is amended by adding the following: 

(3) For greater certainty, the exception in subsection (2) applies only to the 
land that was actually being used for other than a farm use and not to the 
entire parcel on which that use was being carried on. 

8. Section 20 is amended . .. 

(a) in subsection (1) by striking out "hear applications".anc? substituting "decide 
applications", and 

(b) by repealing subsection (2) and substituting the following: 

(2) If an application under this section 

(a) applies to land that is zoned to permit agricultural or farm use in a 
bylaw, or 

(b) requires, in order to proceed, an amendment to an official setdement 
plan, official comrhunity plan, official development plan, rural land 
use bylaw or zoning bylaw, 

of a municipality or regional district adopted under the Municipal Act or 
the Vancouver Charter that is in force on the day that the application is 
made, the application may not proceed under this section unless so autho­
rized by a resolution of the municipality or the regional district. 

(3) In deciding an application under this section, the comrnission may, uiider 
the regulations, hold a hearing or may make a decision on the basis of 
written representations only.. 

9. The following sections are added: 

Delegation of section 20 powers to 
municipalities and regional districts 

20.1 (1) The commission may enter into an agreement with a municipality or 
regional district to enable the municipality or regional district to exercise 
some or all of the commission's power to decide applications under 
section 20 with respect to lands within the municipality or regional 
district. 

(2) If an agreement is entered into under subsection (1), the municipality or 
regional district must, with respect to an application covered by the agree­
ment, 



(a) consider eacii application in the prescribed manner, and 

(b) advise the commission in the prescribed manner of each application 
received and the decision made on each application. 

(3) A decision made by a municipality or regional district under this section 
must be made by resolution of the council or board, as the case may be. 

(4) The Lieutenant Governor in Counci l may make, regulations respecting the 
terms of agreements entered into under this section. 

(5) If the commission's power to decide applications under section 20 is 
delegated to a municipality or regional district by an agreement entered 
into under this section, the decision of the municipality or regional district 
is a decision of the commission for the purposes of this Act . 

(6) If a municipality or regionaldistrict has the power to decide an application 
under an agreement entered into under subsection (1),.-

(a) an application that would be required to be submitted to the munici­
pality or regional district under section 25.1 for review, comment and 
recommendation must be made directly to the municipality or 
regional district, ' 

(b) the entire fee payable under section 25.1^with respect to the applica­
tion may be retained by the municipality or regional district, and 

-, (c) sections.28.2 to 28.6 apply to the application as i f the application 
were before the commission. . 

General manager may approve 
specified section 20 applications 

20.2 (1) The commission may, by resolution, establish criteria under which 

(a) specified types of applications under section 20, or 

(b) applications under section 20 with respect to specified regions of 
Brit ish Columbia, 

would be approved by the commission. ., - \ 

(2) The commission must put the criteria established under subsection (1) in 
writing and make them available for inspection during ordinary business 
hours. .-. , . 

(3) A n application under section 20 that meets the criteria established under 
subsection (1) may be approved by the general manager on the conditions 
that the general,manager;may impose. . , 
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(4) The conditions imposed by the general manager under subsection (3) must 
• be consistent with the criteria established by the commission under 

subsection (1). 

(5) If the general manager is of the opinion that the application does not meet 
the criteria specified under subsection (1) or for any other reason does not 
wish to approve the apphcation under subsection (3), the application must 
be referred to the commission for a decision. 

(6) A n approval of a section 20 application made by the general manager 
under subsection (3) is a decision' of the commission for the purposes of 
this Act . • 

- (7) The general manager may not exercise a power that has been delegated to 
a municipality or regional district through an agreement entered into under 
section 20.1. 

Decisions may be appealed 

20.3 Without limiting section 20.1 (5) or 20.2 (6), a decision of the municipality or 
regional district under section 20.1 or of the general manager under section 
20.2 is a decision that may be appealed under section 21. 

Reconsideration of decisions 

20.4 (1) If the commission determines, on the written request of a person affected 
or on the commission's own initiative, that 

(a) evidence not available at the time of an original decision of the 
commission under this Act has become available, or 

(b) a decision of the commission under this Ac t was based, in whole or 
in part, on evidence that was in error or was false, 

the commission may reconsider that decision and may confirm, reverse or 
. vary it. 

(2) The commission must give notice of its intention to reconsider a decision 
under subsection (1) to any person that the comrnission considers is 
affected by the reconsideration. 

10. The following section is added: 

Inspections 

22.1 (1) For the purpose of deciding an application under this Act or ensuring 
compliance with this Act , the regulations or an order of the commission, a 
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member of the commission, or a person appointed under section 5 and 
- designated in writing by the commission for.the purpose, may 

(a) enter any land, other than a dwelling house, 

(b) make any surveys, analyses, inspections, examinations or soil tests 
that are necessary to determine 

(i) the current use of the land, 

(ii) the suitability of the land for farm use, or 

(iii) .the potential impact of proposed changes to the use of the land 
on land in an agricultural land reserve, and , 

(c) removesoil samples for the purposes of conducting the analyses and 
tests referred to in paragraph (b). 

(2) A person who hinders, obstructs, impedes or otherwise interferes with a 
person exercising a power under subsection (1) commits an offence. 

//. , Section 25,1 (2) is amended.by striking out "the Lieutenant Governor.in Council" 
and substituting "the commission". 

12. The following section is added: 

Notice of applications 

25.3 (1) In this section "application" means an application under section 25.1. 

(2) A person who makes an application must, in the prescribed 
circumstances, 

(a) give notice of the application in accordance with the regulations 
before subnlitting the application, and 

(b) provide evidence, satisfactory to the commission, that the applicant 
has complied with the notice requirements of the regulations. 

(3) A municipality or regional district that has the power to decide an appli­
cation through an agreement entered into under section 20.1 must ensure 
that the application is accompanied by evidence, satisfactory to the munic­
ipality or regional district, that the applicant has complied with the notice 
requirements of the regulations. 

(4) A decision of the commission or of a municipality or regional district 
with respect to an application is not invalidated by reason only of the 
failure of the applicant to comply with the notice requirements of the 

. regulations, if the applicant made reasonable efforts to comply with those 
requirements. 



13. Section 31 is repealed and the following substituted: 

Conflict with bylaws 

31. (1) In this section "bylaw" means 

(a) a bylaw made by a municipality or regional district under the 
Municipal Act or the Vancouver Charter that adopts an official settle­
ment plan, official community plan, official development plan, rural 
land use bylaw or zoning bylaw, and 

(b) .any other bylaw respecting land use in a municipality or regional 
district made by a municipality or regional district under any other 
enactment. 

(2) Every municipality and regional district must ensure that its bylaws are 
consistent with this Act, the regulations and the orders of the commission. 

(3) Subject to subsection (4), nothing in this Act affects or impairs the validity 
. of a bylaw relating to the use of agricultural land in an agricultural land 

reserve. 

(4) A bylaw that is inconsistent with this Act, the regulations or an order of 
the commission is, to the extent of the inconsistency, of no force or effect. 

(5) Without Umiting subsection (4), a bylaw that 

(a) allows agricultural land in anagricultural land reserve to be used for 
a use not permitted by this Act, the regulations or an order of the 
commission, or 

(b) contemplates a use of land that would impair or impede the intent of 
this Act, the regulations or an order of the commission, whether or 

• ' not that use requires the adoption of any further bylaw, the giving of 
any consent or approval or the niaking of ariy order, 

is deemed to be inconsistent with this Act. 

(6) A bylalw that provides restrictions on farm use of agricultural land addi-
• ' tional to-those provided by this Act and the regulations is not, for that 

reason alone, inconsistent with this Act and the regulations. 

(7) The Offence Act does not apply to a contravention of subsection (2). 

(8) This section applies only to bylaws made after this section comes into 
force. 

14. The following section is added: 



o 
Civil liability 

35.1 (1) N o action for damages lies or may be brought against any member of the 
commission or any person appointed under section 5 because of anything 
done or omitted in good faith 

(a) in the performance or purported performance of any duty under this 
Act , or 

(b) • in the exercise or purported exercise of any power under this Act . 

(2) Subsection (1) does not absolve the conimission from vicarious liability 
for an act or omission for which it would be vicariously liable i f this 
section were not in force.. 

15. Section 37 is amended 

(a) in subsection (2) by striking out "and", at the end of paragraph (a) and by 
. adding the following: 

(c) respecting the terms of an agreement entered into under section 20.1, 

(d) respecting the manner in which a municipality or regional district is 
required to . 

(i) consider an application, and 

(ii) advise the commission of an application received and a 
decision made on an application, 

for the purpose of section 20.1 (2), 

(e) prescribing circumstances in which notice of an application is 
required to be given under section 25.3, arid 

(f) respecting the notice requirements for the purpose of section 25.3, 
includiiig prescribing a form of notice, , and 

(b) by adding the following subsection: 

(3) A regulation made under subsection (2) (f) may prescribe different 
notice requirements for different types of applications or different 
areas of Brit ish Columbia. 

Consequential Amendments 

Municipal Act 

16. Section 947 of the Municipal Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 290, is amended 



(a) in subsection (2) by adding the following: 

(a.2) i f tiie plan applies to land in an agricultural land reserve established 
under the Agricultural Land Commission Act, refer the plan to the 
Provincial Agricultural Land Commission for comment,, and 

(b) by adding the following: 

(2.2) The minister may make regulations 

(a) defining areas for which and describing circumstances in which 
subsection (1) (a.2) does not apply, and 

(b) providing that an exception under paragraph (a) is subject to the 
terms and conditions specified by the minister. ' 

Validations . 

In this section 

"agricultural land reserve" means an agricultural land reserve established 
under section 8 of the former Act ; 

"commission" means the Provincial Agricultural Land Commission 
continued under section 2 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act; 

"former Act" means the Land Commission Act, S .B .C . 1973, c. 46; 

"land reserve plan" means the land reserve plan of the regional district listed 
in column 1 of the Schedule, adopted by the bylaw of the number listed 
opposite it in column 2 on the date listed opposite it in column 3, and filed 
with the commission under section 8 (2) of the former Act. 

Despite any decision of a court to the contrary, al l amendments to a land reserve 
plan made and recommended by the commission under section 8 (6) of the 
former Act are confirmed and validated effective the date on which each of the 
amendments was purported to have been made and recommended. 

Despite any decision of a court to the contrary, the orders in council, approving 
land reserve plans under section 8 (6) of the former Act , listed in column 4 of 
the Schedule, are confirmed and validated effective the date on which each of 
the orders in council was purported to have been made. 

Despite any decision of a court to the contrary, the designations of land as an 
agricultural land reserve made by the commission under section 8 (6) of the 
former Act and contained in the resolutions of the commission listed in column 
5 of the Schedule are confirmed and validated effective the date on which each 
of the designations was purported to have been made. 

17. (1) 

(2) 

(3) 



(5) Everything done that would have been validly done had the acts .validated 
. by this section been vaUdly done on the date they were purported to have 

. been done is conclusively deemed to have been validly done. 

(6) This section is retroactive to the extent necessary to give full force and 
effect to its provisions and must not be construed as lacking retroactive 
effect in relation to any matter by reason that it makes no specific reference 
to that matter. . . 

Commencement 

18. (1) Subject to subsection (2), this Ac t comes into force by regulation of the L ieu­
tenant Governor in Counci l . 

(2) Section 17 is deemed to come into force on the day this Ac t receives First 
Reading in the Legislative Assembly and is retroactive to the extent necessary 
to give it effect on and after that day. 



S C H E D U L E 
(Section 17} 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 1 Column 4 -' Columni'5' 

REGIONAL DISTRICT BYLAW 
NUMBER BYLAW DATE 

APPROVAL 
ORDER IN 
COUNCIL 

DESIGNATION 
RESOLUTION 

Albemi-Clayoquot 47 Oct. 24/73 1246/74 ,,,, 173/7.4 ^ 

Bulkley-Nechako 79 Nov. 22/73 3953/74 V193/7^,G 

Capital 150 Nov. 2/73 ' 2125/74 181/74 

Cariboo 238 Feb. 15/74 3744/74 190/74 

Ocean Falls 1 May 31/74 132/75 194/75 

Central Fraser Valley 73 Oct. 22/73 1244/74 175/74 

Central Kootenay 150 Jan. 5/74 3076/74 189/74 

Central Okanagan 71 Dec. 5/73 2413/74 183/74 

Columbia Shuswap 70 Dec. 18/73 2856/74 187/74 

Comox Strathcona 113 Nov. 14/73 1645/74 177/74 

Cowichan Valley 120 Nov. 14/73 1646/74 176/74 

Dewdney-Alouette 68 Oct. 24/73 1245/74 174/74 

East Kootenay 79 Feb. 23/74 1838/75 196/75 

Fraser-Cheam 32 Dec. 18/73 2790/74 185/74 

Fraser-Fort George 153 Dec. 17/73 2673/74 184/74 

Greater Vancouver 120 Oct. 3/73 1936/74 179/74 

Kitimat-Sdkine 32 Mar. 28/74 3634/74 191/74 

Kootenay Boundary 82 Dec. 12/73 3075/74 188/74 

Mount Waddington r 37 Jan. 19/76 3593/76 197/76 

Nanaimo 112 Dec. 11/73 2124/74 182/74 

North Okanagan 88 Sept. 27/73 900/74 171/74 

Okanagan-Similkameen 184 Sept. 20/73 181/74 170/74 

Peace River Liard 54 Nov. 22/73 1984/74 180/74 

Powell River 24 June 27/74 3743/74 192/74 



Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5 

REGI0NAL DISTRICT 
BYLAW 

NUMBER BYLAW DATE 
APPROVAL 
ORDER IN 
COUNCIL 

DESIGNATION 
RESOEUTION 

Skeena-Queeri' Charlotte 31 June 28/74 470/75 195/75 . 

Squamish-Lillooet • 50 Oct. 22/73 1647/74 178/74 

Sunshine Coast ' 83 • Nov. 8/73 1139/74 xiini 

Thompson-Nicola 159 Oct. 5/73 2857/74 186/74 

Queen's Printer for British Columbia© 
Victoria, 1994 



Agricultural Land Reserve — 
Historical Table to December 31,1996 

Legislative History 

A G R I C U L T U R A L L A N D R E S E R V E A C T 
(formerly Agricultural Land Commission Act) 
RSBC 1996, chapter 10 

Section History 

1 RS1979-9-1; 1994-25-1. 
2.... RSI979-9-2; 1983-10-21. 
3 RS1979-9-2.1; 1994-25-2. . 
4 RS1979-9-3. 
5 RSI979-9-4(1). 
6........ RS1979-9-4 (1). 
7 RSI979-9-4 (2); 1980-49-1. 
8 RSI 979-9-5. 
9 RSI 979-9-6. 

10 RSI979-9-7; 1994-25-3. 
11 RSI979-9-8; 1980-36-3 
12 RSI 979-9-9; 1985-79-9; 1989-59-19. 
13 RS1979-9-10; 1980-36-4; 1992-29-1; 1993-38-1. 
14 RS1979-9-11; 1980-36-5; 1992-29-2; 1993-38-2. 
15 RS1979-9-12; 1992-29-3; 1994-25-4. 
16 RSI979-9-14; 1993-38-4. 
17 RS1979-9-15; 1982-60-88; 1994-25-5. 
18 RS1979-9-16; 1994-25-6. 
19 RS1979-9-17; 1980-49-3. 
20 RS1979-9-18; 1980-36-6; 1980-49-4. 
21 RS1979-9-19; 1994-25-7. 
22 RSI979-9-20; 1980-36-7; 1992-29-4; 1994-25-8. 
23 RS1979-9-20.1; 1994-25-9. 
24 RSI979-9-20.2; 1994-25-9. 
25 RSI 979-9-20.3; 1994-25-9. 
26 RSI 979-9-20.4; 1994-25-9. 
27 RSI 979-9-21. 
28 RSI979-9-22. 
29 RSI 979-9-22.1; 1994-25-10. 
30 RS1979-9-23. 
31 RSI 979-9-24. 
32 RSI979-9-25. 
33 RSI979-9-25.1; 1992-29-5; 1994-25-11. 
34 RSI 979-9-25.2; 1992-29-5. 
35 RSI 979-9-25.3; 1994-25-12. 
36 RS1979-9-26. 
37 RSI 979-9-27. 
38 RSI 979-9-28; 1980-49-5. 
39 RS1979-9-28.1; 1993-38-5. 
40 RSI 979-9-28.2; 1993-38-5. 
41 RSI979-9-28.3; 1993-38-5. 
42 RSI979-9-28.4; 1993-38-5. 
43 RSI 979-9-28.5; 1993-38-5. 
44 RSI 979-9-28.6; 1993-38-5. 
45 RSI979-9-29; 1982-41-37. 
46 RS1979-9-30. 
47 RS1979-9-31; 1994-25-13; 1995-9-19. 
48 RSI 979-9-32; 1980-36-8. 
49 RS1979-9-32.1; 1992-29-5. 
50 RSI 979-9-33. 

Updated to 31 Dec 1996 See Expkmatorx Note at the end of litis Table 
Repriiiteil 6 Sept 2000 



AGRICULTURAL L A N D RESERVE — HISTORICAL TABLE 

Legislative History — Continued 
AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVE ACT 
(formerly Agricultural Land Commission Act) 
RSBC 1996, chapter 10 

Section History 

51 RSI979-9-34; 1992-8-7. 
52 RSI979-9-35. 
53 RSI 979-9-35.1; 1994-25-14. 
54 RSI 979-9-36. 
55 RSI 979-9-37; 1992-29-6; 1994-25-15. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Amendments Not in Force: If there are any legislative changes to the Act that are not in force as 
of December 31, 1996, these are identified in italics at the beginning of the historical table. The 
"Section" column identifies the affected provisions of the Act. The "Citation" column identifies the 
amending legislation by its citation in the 1996 Statute Revision Supplement. 

Legislative History: The second part of the table provides a legislative history of each section of 
the Act between the 1979 Statute Revision and the 1996 Statute Revision. The "Section" column 
identifies all sections of the Act in force on December 31, 1996. The "History" column for each sec­
tion begins with the citation of the section immediately before the 1996 Statute Revision. This is 
followed by a list of citations for the legislation that enacted or amended the section between the 
1979 Statute Revision and the 1996 Statute Revision (if a section was repealed and replaced during 
that period, these last citations begin at the most recent replacement). 
Legislative citations have the format of "year-chapter-section". 

Queen's IhHnter for British Columbia© 
Victoria. 2000 

See Explanatory Note at the end of this Table Updated to 31 Dec 1996 
Reprinted 6 Sept 2000 



T A B L E OF LEGISLATIVE C H A N G E S 
Updated to Sept. 6, 2000 

A G R I C U L T U R A L L A N D R E S E R V E A C T 
(formerly Agricultural Land Commission Act) 
RSBC1996, chapter 10 

Changes Not in Force 

Section Ctiange Citation Into force 

15 am 2000-7-192 by reg 
22 am 2000-7-193 by reg 
47 am 2000-7-194 by reg 

Changes in Force 

Section Change Citation Effective date 

title atn 1999-14-10 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
1 am 1999-14-11 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
2 rep 1999-14-12 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
4, 5 rep 1999-14-13 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
7 am 1999-14-14 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
8 rep 1999-14-15 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 

am 1999-44-30 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 66/00) 
9 rep 1999-14-15 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
10 am 1999-14-16 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
12 am 1998-34-227 23 Sep 1998 (BC Reg 311/98) 

am 2000-7-191,Sch 12Jun 2000 (RA) 
15 am BC Reg 23/98 under 21 Apr 1997 [retro from 30 Jan 1998 (BC Reg 23/98)], 

RSI 996-440-10 continued by 1998-19-1,8(3) [retro from 24 Jul 1998 
(BC Reg 261/98)] 

am 2000-7-191,Sch 12 Jun 2000 (RA) 
18 am 1998-43-295 1 Jul 2000 (BC Reg 43/00) 

am 2000-7-191,Soli 12 Jun 2000 (RA) 
20 am 1998-43-295 1 Jul 2000 (BC Reg 43/00) 
22 am 2000-7-191,Sch 12 Jun 2000 (RA) 
24 am 1999-14-17 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
25 am 1999-14-18 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
29 am 1999-14-19 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
34 am 1998-34-228 23 Sep 1998 (BC Reg 311/98) 
38 rep 1999-14-20 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
40 am 1999-5-1 22 Feb 2000 (BC Reg 69/00) 
41 am 1999-5-2 22 Feb 2000 (BC Reg 69/00) 
42 am 1999-5-3 22 Feb 2000 (BC Reg 69/00) 
43 re-en 1999-5-4 22 Feb 2000 (BC Reg 69/00) 
43.1 en 1999-5-4 22 Feb 2000 (BC Reg 69/00) 
44 am 1999-5-5,6 22 Feb 2000 (BC Reg 69/00) 
45 am 1999-14-21 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
47 am 2000-7-191,Sch 12 Jun 2000 (RA) 

6 Sept 2000 See Explanatory Note at the end of this Table 



Changes in Force 

Section Change Citation Effective date 

48. 
49. 
53. 

rep 1999-14-22 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
am 1999-14-23 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 
rep 1999-14-24 1 Apr 2000 (BC Reg 70/00) 

Explanatory Note for Table of Legislative Changes — RS96 Act 

This Table shows Act changes enacted between January 1, 1997 (the day after the Act was consolidated for 
the 1996 Revision) and the date to which the Act is now consolidated (shown as "Updated to" on p. I of Act). 

The Table may have I to 3 parts: "Changes by Regulation" or "Order" (italics) lists provisions authorizing 
changes by regulation or order in council, "Changes Not in Force" (italics) identifies changes that are not in 
force, and "Changes in Force" identifies changes that have come into force, as of the Act consolidation date. 

The "Section" column identifies sections of the Act affected by changes; sections not changed are not listed. 
The "Change" column shows the nature of the changes (see abbreviations below). The "Citation" column cites 
the enactments making the changes. The "Into force" column (under "Changes Not in Force") shows how 
changes are to come into force. The "Effective date" column (under "Changes in Force") indicates when 
changes have come into force. 

Abbreviations that may be used: 
am = amended 
conseq = consequential 
eff 
en 

= effect(ive) 
= enacted 

per = under, pursuant to rem 
RA = Royal Assent rep 
re-en = re-enacted retro 
reg = regulation Supp 

= remainder 
= repealed 
= retroactive 
= Supplement 

The Users Guide to the looseleaf edition of the B.C. statutes (including the Folio electronic version) provides 
detailed information about Tables of Legislative Changes. 

See Explanatory Note at the end of this Table 6 Sept 2000 
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A G R I C U L T U R A L L A N D COMMISSION A C T 

C H A P T E R 9 

^ ^. [Consolidated December 5, 1994] 
Interpretation 

1. In this Act 
"agricultural land" means land so designated under this Act; 
"approving officer" means an approving officer as defined in the Land Title Act; 
"commission" means the commission continued under this Act; 
"commission land" means land acquired by the commission for the purposes of this 

Act; 
"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for farm purposes, including husbandry 

of land, plants and animals and any other similar activity designated as farm use by 
regulation; D ^ ' ^ , 

"land reserve plan" means a plan prepared under this Act according to the regulations 
and which sets out the areas that, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant \^\ 1 
Governor in Council, may be designated by the commission as an agricultural land , 
reserve; 

"reserve" means a reserve of land established under this Act. 
1973-46-1; 1977-73-2; 1994-25-1. 

Provincial Agricultural Land Commission 

2. (1) The Provincial Agriculmral Land Commission is continued as a corpora­
tion consisting of not less than 5 members appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council. The members constimte the directors. 

(2) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council shall designate one member as chairman 
and may designate another member as vice chairman. 

(3) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may appoint regional advisers to the 
commission. The commission may designate one or more of the regional advisers to 
assist and advise the commission on a matter pertaining to a resource management 
region established by the Environment and Land Use Committee under the Environ­
ment and Land Use Act. 

(4) Each member and each regional adviser shall be reimbursed for reasonable 
travelling and out of pocket expenses necessarily incurred in discharging his duties, and 
in addition may be paid the remuneration fixed by the Lieutenant Govemor in Council. 

1977-73-3; 1983-10-21, effecuve October 26, 1983 (B.C. Reg. 393/83). 

Completion of proceedings 

2.1 (1) Subject to subsection (2), a member of the commission, after being 
appointed, may take up and carry on to completion all proceedings commenced under 
this Act but not completed before the member's appointment. 

y (2) A member of the commission who was not present at the hearing of an 
apphcation or other matter under this Act may vote on the application or matter only if a 
record of the hearing is given to die member before the vote. 

I 1994-25-2. 



Term of office 

3. The term of office of a member or adviser is during pleasure but, except for the 
chairman, shall not exceed 4 years for a member or 2 years for an adviser. 

1977-73-4. 

Agent of Crown; service 

4. (1) The commission is for all purposes an agent of the Crown and may in its 
own name acquire and dispose of property. 

(2) An order of the cominission may be delivered personally or by registered mail. 
Service by mail is deemed to be made 7 days after mailing. 

1973-46-4; 1977-73-15; 1980-49-1, effective May 17, 1980. 

Staff 

5. (1) There may be appointed under the Public Service Act officers and other 
employees necessary for the purpose of this Act. The commission may determine their 
duties. 

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint, during pleasure, a general 
manager of the commission, fix his remuneration and declare that the Public Service 
Act applies to him. 

(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may declare the Pensiori (Public Service) 
Act apphcable to members of the commission and to the general manager. 

(4) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, retain consultants 
considered advisable and fix dieir remuneration. 

1973-46-5. 

Bylaws, etc. 

6. The commission may pass bylaws and resolutions, not contrary to law or this 
Act, considered advisable for the conduct of the affairs of the commission. 

1973-46-6. 

Objects and powers 

7. (1) It is the object of the commission to 
(a) preserve agricultural land, 
(b) encourage the establishment and maintenance of farms, and the use of 

land in an agricultural land reserve compatible with agricultural 
purposes, 

(c) assist municipalities and regional districts in the preparation of land 
reserve plans required under this Act, and 

(d) encourage municipalities, regional districts, first nations and ministers, 
ministries and agents of the governments of British Columbia and Can­
ada to support and accommodate farm use of agricultural land in their 
bylaws, plans and policies. 

(2) The commission has the power, by itself or in cooperation with the entities 
referred to in subsection (1) (d), to acquire and dispose of property. 

1994-25-3. 



Agricultural land 

8. For the purposes of section 7, the commission may with the prior approval of 
. the Lieutenant Governor in Council, designate as agricultural land, land, including 

Crown land, that is suitable for farm use, and on being so designated the land is 
established as an agricultural land reserve. 

t 1973-46-8(1,5); 1980-36-3, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17, 1980. 

Plans 
9. (1) The board of every regional district, alone or in cooperation with its 

member municipalities and electoral areas, shall, with the assistance of the commission 
if required, including financial assistance if approved by the commission, within the 
time allowed by the commission, adopt by bylaw a land reserve plan and file the bylaw 

. and plan with the commission. 
(2) A regional board or municipal council shall not adopt a bylaw for the purpose 

of this section until it has held a public hearing, notice of which has been published in 
the manner set out in section 957 of the Municipal Act, and a majority of all members of 
council or of all directors of a regional board vote for the bylaw. Section 956 of the 
Municipal Act applies, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the 
hearing. 

(3) Where the commission considers it advisable to amend the plan to better carry 
out the intent of this Act, it may recommend amendments to the plan to die Lieutenant 
Govemor in Council. 

(4) Where the municipal council or regional board fails or refuses to prepare and 
file a plan with the commission, the cominission shall, subject to subsections (5) and (6) 
and section 10 (1), prepare a land reserve plan and submit the land reserve plan to the 
Lieutenant Govemor in Council for approval. 

(5) The conmiission shall not submit the plan prepared under subsection (4) to the 
Lieutenant Govemor in Council until it has held a public hearing similar to that in 
subsection (2). 

(6) For the hearing 
(a) the commission has the powers of a commissioner under sections 12, 15 

and 16 of the Inquiry Act; 
(b) the commission may accept written submissions or any other form of 

evidence; and 
(c) 3 members of the commission have and may exercise all the powers of 

the coinmission. 
1973-46-8(2,3,4,6,7,8,9); 1977-73-6; 1985-79-9; 1989-59-19; [see 1994-25-17]. 

Land reserves 

10. (1) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may approve a land reserve plan as 
submitted by the commission with or without such alterations or variations as he may 
consider advisable to carry out the intent of this Act. 

(1.1) If the commission considers that the plan referred to in subsection (1) carries 
out the purpose of this Act, die commission may designate the agricultural land shown 
on the plan as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) Pending the establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipality or 
regional district under this section, all land zoned for agricultural or farm use under a 
bylaw of the municipality or district passed prior to December 21, 1972, is deemed to 

i be an agricultural land reserve unless excepted by the commission. 



(3) On application by a municipality or regional district for land within the 
municipality's or regional district's territory, or on the commission's own initiative, the 
commission may 

(a) approve all or part of the land described in the application for addition to 
a designated land reserve plan, and 

(b) designate all or part of the land described in the application as or as part 
of an agricultural land reserve. 

(4) For an application under subsection (3), the municipality, regional district or 
commission, if acting on the commission's own initiative, shall hold a public hearing in 
the manner and after the notice determined by regulation. A report of the meeting shall 
accompany the application. 

(5) On apphcation by an owner of land the commission may designate all or part 
of the land described in the application as or as part of an agriculmral land reserve if the 
commission considers that the designation carries out the intent of this Act. 

(6) The applications referred to in subsections (3) and (5) must be made in 
accordance with section 25.1. 

1973-46-8(10-14); 1977-73-6; 1980-36-4, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17, 
1980; 1992-29-1; 1993-38-1; [see 1994-25-17]. 

Exclusion etc. from land reserve 

11. (1) On application by a municipality or regional district for land within the 
municipahty's or regional district's territory, or on the commission's own initiative, the 
commission may exclude land from a reserve, on the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) On application by a municipality or regional district for land within the 
municipality's or regional district's territory, or on the commission's own initiative, the 
commission, without excluding the land from a reserve, may grant permission under 
section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) in respect of the land that is the subject of the 
application, on any terms the conmiission considers advisable. 

(2.1) It is a condition of permission granted under subsection (2) that the owner or 
occupier must comply with the appUcable Acts, regulations, bylaws of the municipality 
or regional district, and the decisions and orders of any person or body having 
jurisdiction over the land under an enactment. 

(3) Before the apphcation is made, the proposed applicant, or the commission if 
acting on its own initiative, shall hold a public hearing in the manner and with the notice 
determined by regulation. A report of the public hearing shall accompany the 
application. 

(4) The applications referred to in subsections (1) and (2) must be made in 
accordance with section 25.1. 

1977-73-7(part); 1980-36-5, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17, 1980; 
1992-29-2; 1993-38-2. 

Application for exclusion 
12. (1) An ownisr of land aggrieved by a designation of his land as reserve land 

may, notwithstanding an appearance before or representations to the municipality, 
regional district or commission under section 9, apply to the commission in accordance 
with section 25.1 , to have his land excluded from a land reserve. 

(2) The commission may, after a hearing held in the manner and after the notice 
required by regulation, allow the application on the terms it considers advisable or 
reftise the application. 



(3) The commission may in its discretion, pending or after the hearing, with the 
consent of the apphcant, permit, on terms, a use other than a farm use. 

(4) If an application under this section 
(a) applies to land that is zoned to permit agricultural or farm use in a bylaw, 

or 
(b) requires, in order to proceed, an amendment to an official settlement 

plan, official community plan, official development plan, rural land use 
bylaw or zoning bylaw, 

of a municipality or regional district adopted under the Municipal Act or the Vancouver 
Charter that is in force on die day that the application is made, the application may not 
proceed under this section unless so authorized by a resolution of the municipality or 
the regional district. 

(5) The commission shall, at the owner's request, deliver to him its decision in 
writing, and allow him to examine, and make available to him, copies of all relevant 
documents in the custody of the commission. 

1977-73-7(pan); 1992-29-3; 1994-25-4. 

13. [Repealed 1993-38-3.] 

Plan to be amended 

14. On land being excluded under this Act from a land reserve plan, the 
commission must amend the land reserve plan and notify the appropriate municipality, 
regional district and registrar of titles. 

1993-38^. 

Use of land reserve 

15. (1) Subject to subsection (1.1), this section and sections 16 to 22 apply to 
agricultural land designated as an agricultural land reserve. 

(1.1) For greater certainty, if the boundary of an agriculmral land reserve divides a 
parcel of land, this section and sections 16 to 22 apply only to that portion of the parcel 
that is designated as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) No person shall use agricultural land for any purpose other than farm use, 
except as permitted by this Act, the regulations or an order of the commission, on terms 
the commission may impose. 

(3) In addition to the hmitations set out in section 23 (1) of the Land Title Act, a. 
certificate of tide heretofore issued for agricultural land is subject, by implication and 
without endorsement on the certificate of title, to this Act and the regulations governing 
the reserve and farm use of the land. 

(4) The registrar of titles shall endorse on every indefeasible title to agriculmral 
land hereafter issued, that the title may be affected by this Act. 

1973-46-10(1,2); 1978-25-335; 1982-60-88, proclaimed effective August 1, 1983; 
1994-25-5. 

Further use 

16. (1) After December 21, 1972, except as permitted by this Act, the regula­
tions or any terms imposed in an order of the commission, 

(a) a municipality or regional district, or any authority, board or other agency 
established by it or person designated under the Local Area Act may not 



permit agricultural land to be used for other than farm use, or permit a 
building to be erected on the land except for farm use or for residences 
necessary to farm use or as permitted by regulation; 

(b) an approving officer may not approve a subdivision of agricultural land 
under the Land Title Act, the Condominium Act or the Municipal Act; and 

(c) a board of variance may not permit agricultural land to be used for other 
than farm use under the Municipal Act. 

(2) Subsection (1) (b) applies to any person who exercises the authority of an 
approving officer under any other Act. 

1973-46-10; 1978-25-332; 1994-25-6. 

Covenant 

17. (1) A covenant, whether of a negative or positive namre, in favour of the 
commission may, with the consent of the covenantor, be registered as a charge against 
the title and is enforceable against the covenantor and his successors in tide, even if the 
covenant is not annexed to land owned by the commission. 

(2) The covenant may be 
(a) for the use of land, subdivision of land or the use of a building on or to be 

erected on land; 
(b) that land is or is not to be built on; or 
(c) that several parcels of land are not to be transferred separately. 

(3) A charge registered under this section may be modified by the commission 
and the owner of the land or discharged by the commission by an instrument in writing 
executed under the Land Title Act. 

1977-73-8; 1978-25-332; 1980-49-3, effective May 17, 1980. 

Registration restrictions 

18. Except as permitted by this Act or the regulations or by an order of the 
coinmission on terms and conditions the commission may impose, a registrar of titles 
may not 

(a) accept an application for deposit of a subdivision, reference, explanatory 
or otiier plan showing subdivision of land; or 

(b) permit a new parcel of land by a metes and bounds description or an 
abbreviated description, 

under the Land Title Act, Condominium Act or Real Estate Act, all or part of which 
consists of land in an agricultural land reserve. 

1977-73-8; 1978-25-332; 1980-36-6, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17, 
1980; 1980-49-4, effective May 17, 1980. 

Exception 

19. (1) Restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land that, on 
December 21, 1972, was, by separate certificate of tide issued under the Land Registry 
Act, less than 2 acres in area. 

(2) The restiictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land lawfully 
used for other than a farm use, established and carried on continuously for at least 6 
months immediately prior to December 21, 1972, unless and until 

(a) the use is changed, other than to farm use, without the permission of the 
commission; 



(b) an enactment made after December 21, 1972, prohibits the use; or 
(c) permission for the use granted under an enactment is withdrawn or 

expires. 
(3) For greater certainty, the exception in subsection (2) applies only to the land 

that was actually being used for other than a farm use and not to the entire parcel on 
which that use was being carried on. 

1973-46-11(1,2); 1994-25-7. 

Application for other than farm use 

20 . (1) The commission may, under the regulations, decide applicadons made in 
accordance with section 25.1 for permission under section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2) and 
may grant or refuse permission and may impose the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) If an application under this section 
(a) applies to land that is zoned to permit agricultural or farm use in a bylaw, 

or 
(b) requires, in order to proceed, an amendment to an official settlement 

plan, official community plan, official development plan, raral land use 
bylaw or zoning bylaw, 

of a municipality or regional district adopted under the Municipal Act or the Vancouver 
Charter that is in force on the day that the application is made, the application may not 
proceed under this section unless so authorized by a resolution of the municipality or 
the regional district. 

(3) In deciding an application under this section, the commission may, under the 
regulations, hold a hearing or may make a decision on the basis of written representa­
tions only. 

1973-46-U (4,4a); 1977-73-9; 1980-36-7, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17, 
1980; 1992-29-4; 1994-25-8. 

Delegation of section 20 powers to 
municipalities and regional districts 

20.1 (1) The commission may enter into an agreement with a municipality or 
regional district to enable the municipality or regional district to exercise some or all of 
the commission's power to decide applications under section 20 with respect to lands 
within the municipality or regional district. 

(2) If an agreement is entered into under subsection (1), the municipality or 
regional distiict must, with respect to an application covered by the agreement, 

(a) consider each application in the prescribed manner, and 
(b) advise the commission in the prescribed manner of each application 

received and the decision made on each application. 
(3) A decision made by a municipality or regional district under this section must 

be made by resolution of the council or board, as the case may be. 
(4) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may make regulations respecting the 

terms of agreements entered into under this section. 
(5) If the commission's power to decide applications under section 20 is delegated 

to a municipality or regional district by an agreement entered into under this section, the 
decision of the municipality or regional district is a decision of die commission for the 
purposes of this Act. 

(6) If a municipality or regional district has the power to decide an application 
under an agreement entered into under subsection (1) 



(a) an application that would be required to be submitted to the municipality 
or regional district under section 25.1 for review, comment and recom­
mendation must be made directly to the municipality or regional district, 

(b) the entire fee payable under section 25.1 with respect to the application 
may be retained by the municipality or regional district, and 

(c) sections 28.2 to 28.6 apply to the application as if the application were 
before the commission. 

1994-25-9. 

General manager may approve 
specified section 20 applications 

20.2 (1) The commission may, by resolution, establish criteria under which 
(a) specified types of applications under section 20, or 
(b) apphcations under section 20 with respect to specified regions of British 

Columbia, 
would be approved by the commission. 

(2) The commission must put the criteria estabUshed under subsection (1) in 
writing and make them available for inspection during ordinary business hours. 

(3) An application under section 2 0 that meets the criteria established under 
subsection (1) may be approved by the general manager on the conditions that the 
general manager may impose. 

(4) The conditions imposed by the general manager under subsection (3) must be 
consistent with the criteria established by the commission under subsection (1). 

(5) If the general manager is of the opinion that the application does not meet the 
criteria specified under subsection (1) or for any other reason does not wish to approve 
the application under subsection (3), the application must be referred to the commission 
for a decision. 

(6) An approval of a section 20 appUcation made by the general manager under 
subsection (3) is a decision of the commission for the purposes of this Act. 

(7) The general manager may not exercise a power tiiat has been delegated to a 
municipality or regional district through an agreement entered into under section 20.1. 

1994-25-9. 

Decisions may be appealed 

20.3 Without Umiting section 20.1 (5) or 20.2 (6), a decision of the municipality 
or regional district under section 20.1 or of the general manager imder section 20.2 is a 
decision that may be appealed under section 21. 

1994-25-9. 

Reconsideration of decisions 

20.4 (1) If the commission determines, on the written request of a person 
affected or on the commission's own initiative, that 

(a) evidence not available at the time of an original decision of the commis­
sion under this Act has become available, or 

(b) a decision of the commission under this Act was based, in whole or in 
part, on evidence that was in error or was false, 

the commission may reconsider that decision and may confirm, reverse or vary it. 



(2) The commission must give notice of its intention to reconsider a decision 
under subsection (1) to any person that the coimnission considers is affected by the 
reconsideration. 

1994-25-9. 

Appeal 

21 . An owner of land, aggrieved by an order of the commission refusing 
permission for a use other than a farm use or imposing terms on permission for that use, 
may appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only, by way of stated case to 
the Supreme Court. The provisions of the Offence Act for appeals by way of stated case 
apply, with the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the appeal and to any 
further appeal. A reference in that Act to a justice is deemed to be a reference to the 
commission. 

1973-46-11(5). 

Additional powers 

22. The conmiission may for agricultural land 
(a) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with other 

persons to do so; 
(b) withdraw from an agricultural land reserve agricultural land owned by 

the commission and, with the approval of the Lieutenant Govemor in 
Council, dispose of the land to the Crown to be dealt with under the Land 
Act; and 

(c) dispose of agriculmral land owned by the commission, with the approval 
of the Lieutenant Govemor in Council, to private ownership for perma­
nent farm use, or any other use considered by the commission to be in the 
public interest, subject to any terms the commission may impose. 

1973-46-12; 1977-73-10. 

Inspections 

22.1 (1) For the purpose of deciding an application under this Act or ensuring 
compliance with this Act, the regulations or an order of the commission, a member of 
the commission, or a person appointed under section 5 and designated in writing by the 
conimission for the purpose, may 

(a) enter any land, other than a dwelling house, 
(b) make any surveys, analyses, inspections, examinations or soil tests that 

are necessary to determine 
(i) the current use of the land, 

(ii) the suitability of the land for farm use, or 
(iii) the potential impact of proposed changes to the use of the land on 

land in an agricultiiral land reserve, and 
(c) remove soil samples for the purposes of conducting the analyses and tests 

referred to in paragraph (b). 
(2) A person who hinders, obstmcts, impedes or otherwise interferes with a 

person exercising a power under subsection (1) commits an offence. 
1994-25-10. 



Capital improvements 

23. Tlie commission may make capital improvements on commission land where 
it considers them desirable for the efficient use of its land or other land in the vicinity, 
and pay for or purchase capital improvements made on commission land by any person. 

1973-46-13. 

Taxes 

24. Where commission land is unoccupied or a lease of commission land does 
not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the commission may pay to the 
municipality or regional district a grant in place of taxes. 

1973U6-14. 

Fees 

25. The commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieutenant Govemor 
in Council, a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission for the preparation of leases 
and other documents, for appraisals and evaluations of land and for copies of docu­
ments of the commission. 

1973^-15. 

Applications 

25.1 (1) In this section, except in subsection (2), "application" means an 
application under section 10 (3) or (5) or 12 (1) or an appUcation for permission under 
section 15 (2), 16, 18 or 19 (2). 

(2) A municipality or regional district that makes an application to the commis­
sion under section 11 must pay the prescribed appUcation fee. 

(3) A person who makes an application to the commission, other than an 
application 

(a) to use land in an agriculmral land reserve for a prescribed type of use, or 
(b) to subdivide land in an agricultural land reserve in prescribed 

circumstances, 
must do so by submitting the application and, except in the case of an appUcation under 
section 10 (3) or (5), by paying the prescribed application fee 

(c) to the municipality, if the land described in the appUcation is in a 
municipality, and 

(d) to the regional district, if the land described in the appUcation is in a 
regional district but not in a municipality. 

(4) A person who makes an appUcation to the commission 
(a) for a prescribed type of use, or 
(b) to subdivide land in prescribed circumstances 

referred to in subsection (3) must submit the application and pay the prescribed 
application fee directiy to the commission. 

(5) In respect of an appUcation to the commission 
(a) for a prescribed type of use, or 
(b) to subdivide land in prescribed circumstances 

referred to in subsection (3), the commission may require assistance from a munici­
pality or regional district in which the land described in the application is situated. 

(6) The municipal council of a municipality or the regional board of a regional 
district that receives an application under subsection (3) shall 



(a) review the application, and 
(b) subject to subsection (7), forward the application to the commission 

together with the council's or board's comments and recommendations 
concerning the application. 

(7) In a case where section 12 (4) or 20 (2) applies to an application or proposed 
application, the requirement in subsection (6) (b) to forward the application to the 
commission does not apply if the municipality's or regional district's authorization, 
required by that section, is refused. 

1992-29-5; 1994-25-11. 

Application fees 

25.2 (1) A municipality or regional district that receives application fees under 
section 25.1 

(a) may retain a prescribed portion of the application fees, and 
(b) must remit the balance of the application fees to die commission at the 

prescribed times. 
(2) Despite subsection (1), in a case where section 12 (4) or 20 (2) applies to an 

application or proposed application and the municipality's or regional district's authori­
zation required by that section is refused, the portion of the appUcation fee that would 
otherwise be remitted to the commission under subsection (1) (b) shall be retumed to 
the applicant by the municipality or regional district, as the case may be. 

(3) Subject to the approval of the commission, if the clerk of a municipality or the 
secretary of a regional district considers that a case of hardship exists, he or she may 
waive the application fee payable under section 25.1 (3). 

(4) If the cominission considers that a case of hardship exists it may waive the 
application fee payable under section 25.1 (4). 

(5) If, under section 25.1 (5), the commission requires assistance from a munici­
pality or regional district, the commission must remit a prescribed portion of the 
application fee to the municipality or regional district. 

(6) This section applies notwithstanding the Financial Administration Act. 
1992-29-5. 

Notice of applications 

25.3 (1) In this section "application" means an application under section 25.1. 
(2) A person who makes an application must, in the prescribed circumstances, 

(a) give notice of the application in accordance with the regulations before 
submitting the application, and 

(b) provide evidence, satisfactory to the commission, tiiat the applicant has 
complied with the notice requirements of the regulations. 

(3) A municipality or regional district that has the power to decide an application 
through an agreement entered into under section 20.1 must ensure that the application is 
accompanied by evidence, satisfactory to the municipality or regional district, that the 
applicant has complied with the notice requirements of the regulations. 

(4) A decision of the commission or of a municipality or regional district with 
respect to an application is not invalidated by reason only of the failure of the applicant 
to comply with the notice requirements of the regulations, if the applicant made 
reasonable efforts to comply with those requirements. 

1994-25-12. 



No compensation for reserve land 
26. Land siiall be deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by reason of its 

designation as an agricultural land reserve. 
1973-46-16. 

Agreements 
27. The minister may, for the purposes of this Act, with the approval of the 

Lieutenant Govemor in Council, enter into agreements with Canada, a municipality, a 
regional district or an agent of the Crown. 

1973^6-17; 1977-75-9. 

Report and statement 
28. (1) The commission shall submit annually to the Lieutenant Govemor in 

Council 
(a) a report of its operations for the preceding fiscal year; 
(b) a financial statement showing its business for that fiscal year, in the form 

required by the Comptroller General. 
(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly within 15 sitting days, 

following submission, of the session next following the end of the fiscal year, but the 
commission need not submit its report sooner than 90 days after the end of its fiscal 
year. 

1973-46-18; 1980^9-5, effective May 17, 1980. 

Definition of "board" in sections 28.2 to 28.6 

28.1 In sections 28.2 to 28.6 "board", 
(a) during the period before the establishment of the Environmental Assess­

ment Board under the Environmental Assessment Act, means a commis­
sioner or commissioners appointed under the Inquiry Act for the purpose 
of inquiring into a matter described in section 28.2, and 

(b) after die establishment of the Environmental Assessment Board under the 
Environmental Assessment Act, means the Environmental Assessment 
Board. 

1993-38-5. 

Reference of a matter to the board 
28.2 (1) If the Lieutenant Govemor in Council considers it to be in the Provin­

cial interest, the Lieutenant Govemor in Council by order may refer to the board, for the 
purpose of a public hearing described in section 28.5, any of the following matters that 
is before the commission at die time of the order making the referral: 

(a) an application under section 10 (3) or (5), 11 (1) or (2) or 12 (1); 
(b) an application referred to in section 20 (1); 
(c) where land is being considered by the commission on its own initiative 

for 
(i) approval and designation under section 10 (3), 

(ii) exclusion from a reserve under section 11 (1), or 
(iii) the granting of the permission referred to in section 11 (2), 

the issues relating to the approval and designation, to the exclusion or to 
the permission, as the case may be. 



(2) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council must specify written terms of reference 
for the purpose of a public hearing by the board pertaining to a matter referred to the 
board under this section. 

1993-38-5. 

Suspension of matters pending 
a decision under section 28.2 

28.3 (1) For the purpose of giving the Lieutenant Govemor in Council time to 
consider whether an order under section 28.2 is warranted in relation to a matter 
referred to in section 28.2 that is before the commission, the minister may order that the 
matter be suspended for a period, to be specified in the order, that is not longer than 90 
days or any shorter period that is prescribed for the purpose of this subsection. 

(2) An order of the minister under subsection (1) has effect and is binding on the 
commission and on any parties to a proceeding relating to matter that is the subject of 
the order until the expiry of the period specified in the order. 

1993-38-5. 

Effect of an order under section 28.2 

28.4 (1) On the date of an order under section 28.2 referring a matter to the 
board, the commission's powers and duties under this Act in relation to the matter that 
is the subject of the order are transferred to the Lieutenant Govemor in Council to the 
extent necessary to enable the Lieutenant Govemor in Council to act in accordance with 
section 28.6. 

(2) An order under section 28.2 is final and binding. 
1993-38-5. 

Mandate of the board 

28.5 (1) On receipt of and in accordance with the written terms of reference 
specified in conjunction with an order under section 28.2, the board, in accordance with 
the terms of reference, must conduct a public hearing of die probable environmental, 
economic, social, cultural and heritage effects, and, without limitation, the agricultural 
effects, of whichever of the following is the subject of the matter described in section 
28.2 in respect of which the order was made: 

(a) an approval and designation under section 10 (3); 
(b) a designation under section 10 (5); 
(c) an exclusion from a reserve under section 11 (l)or 12(1); 
(d) the granting or refusal of the permission referred to in section 11 (2) or 

20 (1). 
(2) On conclusion of the public hearing, the board must submit to the Lieutenant 

Govemor in Council 
(a) a written report in accordance with the written terms of reference spec­

ified under subsection (3), and 
(b) a summary of the evidence received and submissions made in the course 

of any public hearing held in accordance witii the terms of reference. 
(3) Within 10 days after submitting its report under section 28.2, the board must 

publish the report in the prescribed manner. 
1993-38-5. 



Lieutenant Governor in Council's decision 

28.6 (1) On receiving tlie board's report the Lieutenant Govemor in Council by 
order may decide the outcome of the matter that is the subject of the order under section 
28.2 by 

(a) granting or refusing to grant the approval, designation, exclusion or 
permission apphed for, in the case of a matter described in section 28.2 
(1) (a) or (b), or 

(b) making or deciding not to make the approval, designation, exclusion or 
permission that was under consideration by the commission on its own 
initiative, in the case of a matter described in section 28.2 (1) (c). 

(2) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may attach conditions to an order made 
under this section. 

(3) An order made under this section is final and binding. 
1993-38-5. 

Application of other Acts 

29. (1) This Act and regulations are not subject to any other enactment, when­
ever enacted, except the Interpretation Act, the Environment and Land Use Act, the 
Waste Management Act and as provided in this Act or regulations. 

(2) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may, by order, declare that a provision of 
the Company Act applies to the commission but otherwise the Company Act does not 
apply to the commission. 

. 1973-46-20(1,7,8); 1982-41-37, proclaimed effective September 16, 1982. 

Power under other Acts 

30. A minister or agent of the Crown shall not exercise a power granted under 
anotiier enactment except in accordance with this Act and regulations. 

1973-46-20(1). 

Conflict with bylaws 

31 . (1) In this section "bylaw" means 
(a) a bylaw made by a municipality or regional district under the Municipal 

Act or the Vancouver Charter that adopts an official settlement plan, 
official community plan, official development plan, mral land use bylaw 
or zoning bylaw, and 

(b) any other bylaw respecting land use in a municipality or regional district 
made by a municipality or regional distiict under any other enactment. 

(2) Every municipality and regional district must ensure that its bylaws are 
consistent with this Act, the regulations and the orders of the commission. 

(3) Subject to subsection (4), nothing in this Act affects or impairs the validity of a 
bylaw relating to the use of agricultural land in an agricultural land reserve. 

(4) A bylaw that is inconsistent with this Act, the regulations or an order of the 
commission is, to the extent of the inconsistency, of no force or effect. 

(5) Without limiting subsection (4), a bylaw that 
(a) allows agricultural land in an agriculmral land reserve to be used for a ' 

use not permitted by this Act, the regulations or an order of the commis­
sion, or 



(b) contemplates a use of land that would impair or impede the intent of this 
Act, the regulations or an order of the commission, whether or not that 
use requires the adoption of any further bylaw, the giving of any consent 
or approval or the making of any order, 

is deemed to be inconsistent with this Act. 
(6) A bylaw that provides restrictions on farm use of agricultural land additional 

to those provided by this Act and the regulations is not, for that reason alone, 
inconsistent with this Act and the regulations. 

(7) The Ojfence Act does not apply to a contravention of subsection (2). 
(8) This section applies only to bylaws made after this section comes into force. 

1994-25-13. 

Appropriation 

32. Money required for the purposes of this Act may 
(a) in the absence of an appropriation, or 
(b) where money appropriated is insufficient, 

be paid out of the consolidated revenue fund to the commission in amounts approved by 
the Lieutenant Govemor in Council. 

1980-36-8, proclaimed October 2, 1980, effective May 17, 1980. 

Consolidated revenue fund 

32- 1 The commission shall pay as soon as practical all money received by it, 
other than money received pursuant to an appropriation under a Supply Act or under 
section 32 of this Act, into the consolidated revenue fimd. 

1992-29-5. 

Bonding 

33- The Lieutenant Govemor in Council or the commission may require an 
applicant under this Act, whose application has been granted on terms, to post a bond 
pursuant to the Bonding Act and the regulations to ensure compliance with the terms. 

1977-73-15. 

Enforcement 

34- Where the commission beUeves that a present or future activity or use of land 
in an agriculmral land reserve may contravene tWs Act, the regulations, an order of the 
commission or a condition imposed by section 4 (2) of the Golf Course Development 
Moratorium Act, the commission 

(a) may order the owner or occupant to refrain from the activity or use for a 
period not exceeding 60 days, and to make written or oral submissions to 
die commission as it requires to determine any likely impairment of the 
agricultural capability of the land; 

(b) may apply to the Supreme Court for an order restiraining the owner or 
occupant from commencing or continuing the activity or use of land in 
contravention of this Act, die regulations, an order of the commission or 
a condition imposed by section 4 (2) of die Golf Course Development 
Moratorium Act. 

[Note: see section 6, Soil Conservation Act.] 
1977-73-15; 1992-8-7. 



Determination and order 
35 . Where after a submission and a determination that the activity, or use of land, 

would likely impair agriculmral capability, or where no submission is made, the 
commission may, by order 

(a) impose on the owner or occupant the terms for activity or use of the land 
it considers advisable; or 

(b) require that the land he restored to its former condition as agricultural 
land, to the satisfaction of the commission; and 

(c) require a bond to ensure compliance. 
In case of default under paragraph (b), the commission may perform the work, and the 
cost is a debt due to the commission by the owner or occupant in default. 

1977-73-15. 

Civil liability 

35.1 (1) No action for damages hes or may be brought against any member of 
the commission or any person appointed under section 5 because of anything done or 
omitted in good faith 

(a) in the performance or purported performance of any duty under this Act, 
or 

(b) in the exercise or purported exercise of any power under this Act. 
(2) Subsection (1) does not absolve the commission from vicarious Uability for an 

act or omission for which it would be vicariously hable if this section were not in force. 
1994-25-14. 

Transitional 

36 . Notwithstanding sections 29 and 30, where Crown land established as an 
agricultural land reserve under this Act has been leased by the Crown, or sold by 
agreement for sale by the Crown and not transferred to the purchaser before December 
21, 1972, and on that date was being used for a purpose other than farm use, and not in 
contravention of the terms of the lease or agreement, that use may continue until 
termination of the lease or issue of title to the purchaser.̂ under the agreement for sale. 

1973-46-20(3). 

Regulations 

37 . (1) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may make regulations. 
(2) Without limiting subsection (1), the Lieutenant Govemor in Council may 

make regulations 
(a) establishing different application fees for different types of applications 

and applications in different circumstances, 
(b) exempting classes of persons from payment of a prescribed application 

fee, 
(c) respecting die terms of an agreement entered into under section 20.1, 
(d) respecting the manner in which a municipality or regional district is 

required to 
(i) consider an application, and 

(ii) advise the commission of an application received and a decision 
made on an application, 

for the purpose of section 20.1 (2), 



(e) prescribing circumstances in which notice of an application is required to 
be given under section 25.3, and 

(f) respecting the notice requirements for the purpose of section 25.3, 
including prescribing a form of notice. 

(3) A regulation made under subsection (2) (f) may prescribe different notice 
requirements for different types of applications or different areas of British Columbia. 

1977-73-11; 1992-29-6; 1994-25-15. 

[Note: Act assented to April 18, 1973 and came into force on proclamation, which 
could have been declared to be before or after enactment. The declaration power was 
not exercised. 1973-46-22.] 
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BILL 11, 1995 Agricultural Land Commission Act 

19. Section 31 (1) (a) of the Agricultural Land Commission Act, R.S.B.C. 1979, c. 9, 
is repealed and the following substituted: 

(a) a bylaw made by a municipality or regional district under the 
Municipal Act or the Vancouver Charter that adopts a regional 
growth strategy, official settlement plan, official community plan, 
official development plan, rural land use bylaw or zoning bylaw, 
and. 

Transitional - regional planning in progress 

20. (1) If a regional district is already engaged in a regional planning process at 
the time this section comes into force, the minister may, by order, exempt 
the regional district from specified provisions of the Municipal Act in 
relation to that planning process and may make other provisions in their 
place. 

(2) After a board has adopted a regional planning document developed by a 
process exempted under subsection (1), die minister may, by order, deem 
the document to be a regional growth strategy adopted under Part 28.1 of 
the Municipal Act. 

JUNE 8, 
1995 
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ORDER Oh I HE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN ^JUNCIL 

Order in Council No. ^'(^^"^ , Approved and Ordered 

1 5 1 3 

Lieutenant Governor 

Execudve Council Chambers, Victoria 

On the recommendation of the undersigned, the Lieutenant Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Executive Council, orders that, effective January 1,1996, approval is given to the Provincial Agricultural Land Com­
mission to establish the Schedule of Fees, attached to this order, to be paid to the commission for copies of docu­
ments of the commission. 

1 8 DEC 199b 

E C E I V E D 

Minister of Agricull^, Fisheries and Food PresKing Member of the Executive Council 

(Tku pan is far administrative purposes only «nd is nplpari of the Order.) 
Authority under which Order is made: 

Act and section:- Agricultural Land Commission Act, section 25 

±er(specify);-

December4.1995 /'?̂ '2/95/37/sas 



DEC 18 ' 9 5 0 i : 3 5 P n ORDE>?S IN COUNCIL V^.dyd. 

PROVINCIAL AGRICULTURAL 
LAND COMMISSION 

Schedule of Fees 

Copying of records 

1- (1) The fee for copying a record of the commission is the sum of 

(a) $7.50 for each 1/4 hour spent by commission staff searching 
and retrieving the record, and 

(b) $0.25 for each page of the record photocopied by commission 
:- ; staff. 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply if 

(a) the record is copied on behalf of a federal. Provincial or local 
government or a person for the purpose of academic studies at 
a post-secondary instiiution, or 

(b) not more than 30 minutes of commission staff time or 15 pages 
of photocopying are requested by the person in the day for 
which the fee would otherwise be payable. 

Agricultural Land Commission Handbook 

2. (1) The fee for a printed copy of the Agricultural Land Conunission 
Handbook is $45. 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to an initial copy provided to an office 
of a federal. Provincial or local govenraient. 
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Definitions 

1 In this Act: 

"agricultural land" means land so designated under this Act; 

"approving officer" means an approving officer as defined in the Land Title Act; 

"commission" means the commission continued under this Act; 

"commission land" means land acquired by the commission for the purposes of this 
Act; 

"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for farm purposes, including farming 
of land, plants and animals and any other similar activity designated as farm use 
by regulation; 

"land reserve plan" means a plan prepared under this Act according to the 
regulations and which sets out the areas that, subject to the approval of the 
Lieutenant Govemor in Council, may be designated by the commission as an 
agricultural land reserve; 

"reserve" means a reserve of land established under this Act. 

Provincial Agricultural Land Commission 

2 (1) The Provincial Agricultural Land Commission is continued as a corporation 
consisting of not less than 5 members appointed by the Lieutenant Govemor in 
Council. 

(2) The members are the directors of the corporation. 

(3) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council must designate one member as the chair and 
may designate another member as vice chair. 

(4) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may appoint regional advisers to the 
commission. 

(5) The commission may designate one or more of the regional advisers to assist and 
advise the commission on a matter relating to a resource management region 
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Section 3 

established by the Environment and Land Use Committee under the Environment 
and Land Use Act. 

(6) Members and regional advisers must be reimbursed for reasonable travelling and 
out of pocket expenses necessarily incurred in discharging their duties, and in 
addition may be paid the remuneration fixed by the Lieutenant Govemor in 
Council. 

Completion of proceedings 

3 (1) Subject to subsection (2), a member of the commission, after being appointed, 
may take up and carry on to completion all proceedings commenced under this 
Act but not completed before the member's appointment, 

(2) A member of the commission who was not present at the hearing of an 
application or other matter under this Act may vote on the application or matter 
only if a record of the hearing is given to the member before the vote. 

Term of office 

4 The term of office of a member or adviser is during pleasure but, except for the chair, 
must not exceed 4 years for a member or 2 years for an adviser. 

Commission as agent of the government 

5 The commission is for all purposes an agent of the govemment. 

Power to acquire and dispose of land 

6 The commission may acquire and dispose of property in its own name. 

Delivery and service 

7 (1) A n order of the commission may be delivered personally or by registered mail. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act, service by mail is deemed to be made 7 days after 
mailing. 

Staff 

8 (1) Officers and other employees necessary for the purposes of this Act may be 
appointed under the Public Service Act and the commission may determine their 
duties. 

(2) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may appoint, during pleasure, a general 
manager of the commission, fix the remuneration of the general manager, and 
declare that the Public Service Act applies to the general manager. 

(3) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may declare that the Pension (Public 
Service) Act applies to members of the commission and to the general manager. 

(4) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, retain consultants emd fix 
their remuneration. 



Bylaws and resolutions 

9 The commission may pass bylaws and resolutions, not contrary to law or this Act, for 
the conduct of the affairs of the commission. 

Objects and powers 

10 (1) It is the object of the commission to 

(a) preserve agricultural land, 

(b) encourage the establishment and maintenance of farms, and the use of land 
in an agriculmral land reserve compatible with agricultural purposes, 

(c) assist municipalities and regional districts in the preparation of land reserve 
plans required under this Act, and 

(d) encourage municipalities, regional districts, first nations and ministers, 
ministries and agents of the governments of British Columbia and Canada 
to support and accommodate farm use of agricultural land in their bylaws, 
plans and poUcies. 

(2) The commission has the power, by itself or in cooperation with the entities 
referred to in subsection (1) (d), to acquire and dispose of property. 

Agricultural land 

11 For the purposes of section 10, the commission may with the prior approval of the 
Lieutenant Govemor in Council, designate as agricultural land, land, including Crown 
land, that is suitable for farm use, and on being designated the land is established as 
an agricultural land reserve. 

Plans 

12 (1) The board of every regional district, alone or in cooperation with its member 
municipalities and electoral areas, must, with the assistance of the commission if 
required, including financial assistance if approved by the commission, within 
the time allowed by the commission, adopt by bylaw a land reserve plan and file 
the bylaw and plan with the commission. 

(2) A regional board or municipal council must not adopt a bylaw for the purpose of 
this section until it has held a public hearing, notice of which has been published 
in the manner set out in section 892 of the Municipal Act, and a majority of all 
members of council or of all directors of a regional board vote for the bylaw. 

(3) Section 890 of the Municipal Act applies to the hearing referred to in 
subsection (2). 

(4) If the commission considers it advisable to amend the plan to better carry out the 
intent of this Act, it may recommend amendments to the plan to thejLieutenant 
Govemor in Council. 
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Section 13 

(5) If the municipal council or regional board fails or refuses to prepare and file a 
plan with the commission, the commission must prepare a land reserve plan and 
submit the land reserve plan to the Lieutenant Govemor in Council for approval. 

(6) The commission must not submit the plan prepared under subsection (5) to the 
Lieutenant Govemor in Council until it has held a public hearing similar to that 
in subsection (2). 

(7) For the hearing 

(a) the commission has the powers of a commissioner under sections 12, 15 
and 16 of the Inquiry Act, 

(b) the commission may accept written submissions or any other form of 
evidence, and 

(c) 3 members of the commission have and may exercise all the powers of the 
commission. 

Land reserves 

The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may approve a land reserve plan as 
submitted by the commission and may alter or vary the plan. 

If the commission considers that the plan referred to in subsection (1) carries out 
the purpose of this Act, the commission may designate the agricultural land 
shown on the plan as an agricultural land reserve. 

Until the establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipality or 
regional district under this section, all land zoned for agricultural or farm use 
under a bylaw of the municipality or district passed before December 21 , 1972, 
is deemed to be an agricultural land reserve unless excepted by the commission. 

On application by a municipality or regional district for land within the munici­
pality's or regional district's territory, or on the commission's own initiative, the 
commission may 

(a) approve all or part of the land described in the application for addition to a 
designated land reserve plan, and 

(b) designate all or part of the land described in the application as or as part of 
an agricultural land reserve. 

For an application under subsection (4), the municipality, regional district or 
commission, if acting on the commission's own initiative, must hold a public 
hearing in the manner and after the notice determined by regulation, and a report 
of the meeting must accompany the application. 

On application by an owner of land the commission may designate all or part of 
the land described in the application as or as part of an agricultural land reserve 
if the commission considers diat die designation carries out the intent of this Act. 

The applications referred to in subsections (4) and (6) must be made in 
accordance with section 33. 

13 (1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 



Exclusion etc. from land reserve 

14 (1) On application by a municipality or regional district for land within the munici­
pality's or regional district's territory, or on the commission's own initiative, the 
commission may exclude land from a reserve, on the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) On application by a municipality or regional district for land within the munici­
pality's or regional district's territory, or on the commission's own initiative, the 
commission, without excluding the land from a reserve, may grant permission 
under section 17 (3), 18, 20 or 21 (2) in respect of the land that is the subject of 
the application, on any terms the commission considers advisable. 

(3) It is a condition of permission granted under subsection (2) that the owner or 
occupier must comply with the applicable Acts, regulations, bylaws of the munic­
ipality or regional district, and the decisions and orders of any person or body 
having jurisdiction over the land under an enactment. 

(4) Before the application is made, the proposed applicant, or the commission if 
acting on its own initiative, must hold a public hearing in the manner and with the 
notice determined by regulation. 

(5) A report of the pubHc hearing must accompany the applicadon. 

(6) The applications referred to in subsections (1) and (2) must be made in 
accordance with section 33. 

Application forApxclusion 

15 (1) Pending an appearance before or representations to the municipality, regional 
district or commission under section 12, an owner of land aggrieved by a 
designation of the owner's land as reserve land may apply to the commission in 
accordance with section 33 to have the land excluded from a land reserve. 

(2) After a hearing held in the manner and after the notice required by regulation, the 
commission may allow the application on the terms it considers advisable or 
refuse the application. 

(3) Pending or after the hearing, with the consent of the apphcant, the commission 
may permit, on terms, a use other than a farm use. 

(4) If an application under this section 

(a) applies to land that is zoned to permit agricultural or farm use in a bylaw, or 

(b) requires, in order to proceed, an amendment to an official settlement plan, 
official community plan, official development plan, rural land use bylaw or 
zoning bylaw, 

of a municipality or regional district adopted under the Municipal Act or the 
Vancouver Charter that is in force on the day that the application is made, the 
application may not proceed under this section unless so authorized by a 
resolution of the municipality or the regional district. 



(5) At the owner's request, the commission must 

(a) deliver its decision in writing to the owner, and 

(b) allow the owner to examine, and make available to the owner, copies of all 
relevant documents in the custody of the commission. 

Plan to be amended 

16 On land being excluded under this Act from a land reserve plan, the commission must 
amend the land reserve plan and notify the appropriate municipahty, regional district 
and registrar of titles. 

Use of land reserve 

17 (1) Subject to subsection (2), this section and sections 18 to 28 apply to agricultural 
land designated as an agricultural land reserve. 

(2) For greater certainty, if the boundary of an agricultural land reserve divides a 
parcel of land, this section and sections 18 to 28 apply only to that portion of the 
parcel that is designated as an agricultural land reserve. 

(3) A person must not use agricultural land for a purpose other tiian farm use, except 
as permitted by this Act, the regulations or an order of the commission, on terms 
the commission may impose. 

(4) In addition to the limitations set out in section 23 (2) of the Land Title Act, a 
certificate of title issued before June 29, 1973 for agricultural land is subject, by 
implication and without endorsement on the certificate of tide, to this Act and the 
regulations governing the reserve and farm use of the land. 

(5) The registrar of titles must endorse on every indefeasible tide to agricultural land 
issued after June 29,1973, tiiat the tide may be affected by this Act. 

Further use 

18 (1) After December 21, 1972, except as permitted by this Act, the regulations or 
terms imposed in an order of the commission, the following mles apply: 

(a) a municipality or regional district, or an authority, board or other agency 
established by it or person designated under the Local Services Act may not 
permit agriculmral land to be used for other than farm use, or permit a 
building to be erected on the land except for farm use or for residences 
necessary to farm use or as permitted by regulation; 

(b) an approving officer may not approve a subdivision of agricultural land 
under the Land Title Act, the Condominium Act or the Municipal Act; 

(c) a board of variance may not permit agricultural land to be used for other 
than farm use under the Municipal Act. 

(2) Subsection (1) (b) applies to any person who exercises the authority of an 
approving officer under any other Act. 



Covenant 

19 (1) A covenant, whether of a negative or positive nature, in favour of the commission 
may, with the consent of the covenantor, be registered as a charge against the title 
and is enforceable against the covenantor and the covenantor's successors in title, 
even if the covenant is not annexed to land owned by the commission. 

(2) The covenant may be 

(a) for the use of land, subdivision of land or the use of a building on or to be 
erected on land, 

(b) that land is or is not to be built on, or 

(c) that several parcels of land are not to be transferred separately. 

(3) A charge registered under this section may be modified by the commission and 
the owner of the land or discharged by the commission by an instrument in 
writing executed under the Land Title Act. 

Registration restrictions 

20 Except as permitted by this Act or the regulations or by an order of the commission on 
terms and conditions the commission may impose, a registrar of titles may not 

(a) accept an application for deposit of a subdivision, reference, explanatory or 
other plan showing subdivision of land, or 

(b) permit a new parcel of land by a metes and bounds description or an 
abbreviated description, 

under the Land Title Act, Condominium Act or Real Estate Act, all or part of which 
consists of land in an agricultural land reserve. 

Exception 

21 (1) Restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land that, on 
December 21, 1972, was, by separate certificate of title issued under the Land 
Registry Act, R.S.B.C. 1960, c. 208. less than 2 acres in area. 

(2) The restrictions on the use of agricultural land do not apply to land lawfully used 
for other than a farm use, established and carried on continuously for at least 6 
months immediately before December 21,1972; unless and until 

(a) the use is changed, other than to farm use, without the permission of the 
commission, 

(b) an enactment made after December 21,1972, prohibits the use, or 

(c) permission for the use granted under an enactment is withdrawn or expires. 

(3) For greater certainty, the exception in subsection (2) applies only to die land that 
was actually being used for other than a farm use and not to the entire parcel on 
which that use was being carried on. 



Application for other than farm use 

22 (1) Under the regulations, the commission may 

(a) decide applications made in accordance with section 33 for permission 
under section 17 (3), 18, 20 or 21 (2), 

(b) may grant or refuse permission, and 

(c) may impose the terms it considers advisable. 

(2) If an application under this section 

(a) applies to land that is zoned to permit agricultural or farm use in a bylaw, or 

(b) requires, in order to proceed, an amendment to an official settlement plan, 
official community plan, official development plan, rural land use bylaw or 
zoning bylaw, 

of a municipality or regional district adopted under the Municipal Act or the 
Vancouver Charter that is in force on the day that the application is made, the 
application may not proceed under this section unless so authorized by a 
resolution of the municipality or the regional district. 

(3) In deciding an apphcation under this section, the commission may, under the 
regulations, hold a hearing or may make a decision on the basis of written repre­
sentations only. 

Delegation of section 22 powers to municipalities and regional districts 

23 (1) The commission may enter into an agreement with a municipality or regional 
district to enable the municipality or regional district to exercise some or all of 
the commission's power to decide appUcations under section 22 with respect to 
lands within the municipality or regional district. 

(2) If an agreement is entered into under subsection (1), the municipality or regional 
district must, with respect to an application covered by the agreement, 

(a) consider each application in the prescribed manner, and 

(b) advise the commission in the prescribed manner of each application 
received and the decision made on each application. 

(3) A decision made by a municipality or regional district under this section must be 
made by resolution of the council or board, as the case may be. 

(4) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may make regulations respecting the terms 
of agreements entered into under this section. 

(5) If the commission's power to decide appUcations under section 22 is delegated to 
a municipality or regional district by an agreement entered into under this section, 
the decision of the municipality or regional district is a decision of the 
commission for the purposes of this Act. 

(6) If a municipahty or regional district has the power to decide an application under 
an agreement entered into under subsection (1) 
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(a) an application that would be required to be submitted to the municipahty or 
regional district under section 33 for review, comment and recommendation 
must be made directly to the municipality or regional district, 

(b) the entire fee payable under section 33 with respect to the application may 
be retained by the municipality or regional district, and 

(c) sections 40 to 44 apply to the application as if the application were before 
the commission. 

General manager may approve specified section 22 applications 

24 (1) The commission may, by resolution, establish criteria under which 

(a) specified types of applications under section 22, or 

(b) applications under section 2 2 with respect to specified regions of British 
Columbia, 

would be approved by the commission. 

(2) The commission must put the criteria established under subsection (1) in writing 
and make them available for inspection during ordinary business hours. 

(3) An application under section 22 that meets the criteria established under 
subsection (1) may be approved by the general manager on the conditions that the 
general manager may impose. 

(4) The conditions imposed by the general manager under subsection (3) must be 
consistent with the criteria established by the commission under subsection (1). 

(5) If the general manager is of the opinion that the appUcation does not meet the 
criteria specified under subsection (1) or for any other reason does not wish to 
approve the application under subsection (3), the appUcation must be referred to 
the commission for a decision. 

(6) An approval of a section 22 appUcation made by the general manager under 
subsection (3) is a decision of the commission for the purposes of this Act. 

(7) The general manager may not exercise a power that has been delegated to a 
municipality or regional district through an agreement entered into under 
section 23. 

Decisions may be appealed 

25 Without limiting section 23 (5) or 24 (6), a decision of the municipality or regional 
district under section 23 or of the general manager under section 24 is a decision tiiat 
may be appealed under section 27. 

Reconsideration of decisions 

26 (1) If the commission determines, on the written request of a person affected or on 
the commission's own initiative, that 



1996 AGRICULTURAL L A N D COMMISSION 

(a) evidence not available at the time of an original decision of the commission 
under this Act has become available, or 

(b) a decision of the commission under this Act was based, in whole or in part, 
on evidence that was in error or was false, 

the commission may reconsider that decision and may confirm, reverse or vary it. 

(2) The commission must give nodce of its intention to reconsider a decision under 
subsection (1) to any person that the commission considers is affected by the 
reconsideration. 

Appeal 

27 (1) An owner of land, aggrieved by an order of the commission refusing permission 
for a use other than a farm use or imposing terms on permission for that use, may 
appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only, by way of stated case 
to the Supreme Court. 

(2) The provisions of the Offence Act for appeals by way of stated case apply to the 
appeal and to any fiirther appeal. 

(3) A reference in that Act to a justice is deemed to be a reference to the commission. 

Additional powers 

28 For agricultural land the commission may 

(a) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with other persons 
to do so, 

(b) withdraw from an agriculmral land reserve agricultural land owned by the 
commission and, with the approval of the Lieutenant Govemor in Council, 
dispose of the land to the government to be dealt with under the Land Act, 
and 

(c) dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with the approval of 
die Lieutenant Govemor in Council, to private ownership for permanent 
farm use, or another use considered by the commission to be in the public 
interest, subject to terms the commission may impose. 

Inspections 

29 (1) For the purpose of deciding an application under this Act or ensuring compliance 
with this Act, the regulations or an order of the commission, a member of the 
commission, or a person appointed under section 8 and designated in writing by 
the commission for the purpose, may 

(a) enter any land, other than a dwelling house, 

(b) make any surveys, analyses, inspections, examinations or soil tests that are 
necessary to determine 

(i) the current use of the land, 

(ii) the suitability of the land for farm use, or 



(iii) the potential impact of proposed changes to the use of the land on 
land in an agriculmral land reserve, and 

(c) remove soil samples for the purposes of conducting the analyses and tests 
referred to in paragraph (b). 

(2) A person who hinders, obstmcts, impedes or otherwise interferes with a person 
exercising a power under subsection (1) commits an offence. 

Capital improvements 

30 The commission may 

(a) make capital improvements on commission land if it considers them 
desirable for the efficient use of its land or other land in the vicinity, and 

(b) pay for or purchase capital improvements made on commission land by any 
person. 

Taxes 

31 If commission land is unoccupied or a lease of commission land does not provide for 
the payment of tax by the lessee, the commission may pay to the municipality or 
regional district a grant in place of taxes. 

Fees 

32 With die approval of the Lieutenant Govemor in Council, the commission may 
establish a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission for the preparation of leases 
and other documents, for appraisals and evaluations of land and for copies of 
documents of the commission. 

Applications 

33 (1) In this section, except in subsection (2), "application" means an application 
under section 13 (4) or (6) or 15 (1) or an apphcation for permission under 
section 17(3), 18, 20 or 21 (2). 

(2) A municipaUty or regional district that makes an application to die commission 
under section 14 must pay the prescribed application fee. 

(3) A person who makes an appUcation to the commission, other than an appUcation 

(a) to use land in an agricultural land reserve for a prescribed type of use, or 

(b) to subdivide land in an agriculmral land reserve in prescribed circum­
stances, 

must do so by submitting the application and, except in the case of an appUcation 
under section 13 (4) or (6), by paying the prescribed application fee 

(c) to the municipaUty, if the land described in the application is in a munici­
pality, and 

(d) to the regional district, if the land described in the application is in a 
regional district but not in a municipality. 



(4) A person who makes an application to the commission 

(a) for a prescribed type of use, or 

(b) to subdivide land in prescribed circumstances 

referred to in subsection (3) must submit the application and pay the prescribed 
applicadon fee directly to the commission. 

(5) In respect of an application to the commission 

(a) for a prescribed type of use, or 

(b) to subdivide land in prescribed circumstances 

referred to in subsection (3), the commission may require assistance from a 
municipality or regional district in which the land described in the application is 
located. 

(6) The municipal council of a municipality or the regional bosud of a regional 
district that receives an application under subsection (3) must 

(a) review the application, and 

(b) subject to subsection (7), forward the application to the commission 
together with the council's or board's comments and recommendations 
concerning the application. 

(7) In a case where section 15 (4) or 22 (2) applies to an application or proposed 
application, the requirement in subsection (6) (b) to forward the application to the 
commission does not apply if the municipality's or regional district's authori­
zation, required by that section, is refused. 

Application fees 

34 (1) A municipality or regional district that receives application fees under section 33 

(a) may retain a prescribed portion of the application fees, and 

(b) must remit the balance of the application fees to the commission at the 
prescribed times. 

(2) Despite subsection (1), in a case where section 15 (4) or 22 (2) applies to an 
application or proposed application and the municipality's or regional district's 
authorization required by that section is refused, the portion of the application fee 
that would otherwise be remitted to the commission under subsection (1) (b) must 
be retumed to the applicant by the municipality or regional district, as the case 
may be. 

(3) Subject to the approval of the commission, if the clerk of a municipality or the 
secretary of a regional district considers that a case of hardship exists, he or she 
may waive the application fee payable under section 33 (3). 

(4) If the commission considers that a case of hardship exists it may waive the 
application fee payable under section 33 (4). 



(5) If, under section 33 (5), tlie commission requires assistance from a municipality 
or regional district, the commission must remit a prescribed portion of the 
application fee to the municipality or regional district. 

(6) This section applies despite the Financial Administration Act. 

Notice of applications 

35 (1) In this section "application" means an apphcation under section 33. 

(2) A person who makes an application must, in the prescribed circumstances, 

(a) give notice of the application in accordance with the regulations before 
submitting the application, and 

(b) provide evidence, satisfactory to the commission, that the applicant has 
complied with the notice requirements of the regulations. 

(3) A municipality or regional district that has the power to decide an apphcation 
through an agreement entered into under section 23 must ensure that the 
application is accompanied by evidence, satisfactory to the municipality or 
regional district, that the applicant has complied with the notice requirements of 
the regulations. 

(4) A decision of the commission or of a municipality or regional district with respect 
to an application is not invaUdated merely because of the failure of the applicant 
to comply with the notice requirements of the regulations, if the applicant made 
reasonable efforts to comply with those requirements. 

No compensation for reserve land 

36 Land is deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by its designation as an agricul­
mral land reserve. 

Agreements 

37 For the purposes of this Act, and with the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council, the minister may enter into agreements with Canada, a municipahty, a 
regional district or an agent of the government. 

Report and statement 

38 (1) The commission must submit annually to the Lieutenant Govemor in Council 

(a) a report of its operations for the preceding fiscal year, and 

(b) a financial statement showing its business for that fiscal year, in the form 
required by the Comptroller General. 

(2) The report must be laid before the Legislative Assembly within 15 sitting days, 
following submission, of the session next following the end of the fiscal year, but 
die commission need not submit its report sooner than 90 days after the end of its 
fiscal year. 



Definition of "board" in sections 40 to 44 

39 In sections 40 to 44 "board", 

(a) during the period before the establishment of the Environmental 
Assessment Board under the Environmental Assessment Act, means a 
commissioner or commissioners appointed under the Inquiry Act for the 
purpose of inquiring into a matter described in section 40, and 

(b) after the establishment of the Environmental Assessment Board under the 
Environmental Assessment Act, means the Environmental Assessment 
Board. 

Reference of a matter to the board 

40 (1) If the Lieutenant Govemor in Council considers it to be in the Provincial interest, 
the Lieutenant Govemor in Council by order may refer to the board, for the 
purpose of a public hearing described in section 43, any of the following matters 
that is before the commission at the time of the order making the referral: 

(a) an application under section 13 (4) or (6), 14 (1) or (2) or 15 (1); 

(b) an application referred to in section 22 (1); 

(c) if land is being considered by the commission on its own initiative for 

(i) approval and designation under section 13 (4), 

(ii) exclusion from a reserve under section 14 (1), or 

(iii) the granting of the permission referred to in section 14 (2), 

the issues relating to the approval and designation, to the exclusion or to the 
permission, as the case may be. 

(2) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council must specify written terms of reference for 
the purpose of a public hearing by the board pertaining to a matter referred to the 
board under this section. 

Suspension of matters pending a decision under section 40 

41 (1) For the purpose of giving the Lieutenant Govemor in Council time to consider 
whether an order under section 40 is warranted in relation to a matter referred to 
in section 40 that is before the commission, the minister may order that the matter 
be suspended for a period, to be specified in the order, that is not longer than 90 
days or any shorter period that is prescribed for the purpose of this subsection. 

(2) An order of the minister under subsection (1) has effect and is binding on the 
commission and on any parties to a proceeding relating to a matter that is the 
subject of the order until the expiry of the period specified in the order. 

Effect of an order under section 40 

42 (1) On the date of an order under section 40 referring a matter to the board, the 
commission's powers and duties under this Act in relation to the matter that is the 
subject of the order are transferred to the Lieutenant Govemor in Council to the 



extent necessary to enable the Lieutenant Govemor in Council to act in 
accordance with section 44. 

(2) An order under section 40 is final and binding. 

Mandate of the board 

43 (1) On receipt of and in accordance with the written terms of reference specified in 
conjunction with an order under section 40, the board, in accordance with the 
terms of reference, must conduct a public hearing of the probable environmental, 
economic, social, cultural and heritage effects, and, without limitation, the 
agricultural effects, of whichever of the following is the subject of the matter 
described in section 40 in respect of which the order was made: 

(a) an approval and designation under section 13 (4); 

(b) a designation under section 13 (6); 

(c) an exclusion from a reserve under section 14 (1) or 15 (1); 

(d) the granting or refusal of the permission referred to in section 14 (2) 
or 22(1). 

(2) On conclusion of the pubhc hearing, the board must submit to the Lieutenant 
Govemor in Council 

(a) a written report in accordance with the written terms of reference specified 
under subsection (3), and 

(b) a summary of the evidence received and submissions made in the course of 
any public hearing held in accordance with the terms of reference. 

(3) Within 10 days after submitting its report under section 40, the board must 
publish, the report in the prescribed manner. 

Lieutenant Governor in Council's decision 

44 (1) On receiving the board's report the Lieutenant Govemor in Council by order may 
decide the outcome of the matter that is the subject of the order under section 40 
by 

(a) granting or refusing to grant the approval, designation, exclusion or 
permission applied for, in the case of a matterdescribed in section 40 (1) (a) 
or (b), or 

(b) making or deciding not to make the approval, designation, exclusion or 
permission that was under consideration by the commission on its own 
initiative, in the case of a matter described in section 40 (1) (c). 

(2) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may attach conditions to an order made 
under this section. 

(3) An order made under this section is final and binding. 



Application of other Acts 

45 (1) This Act and the regulations are not subject to any other enactment, whenever 
enacted, except the Interpretation Act, the Environment and Land Use Act, the 
Waste Management Act and as provided in this Act or the regulations. 

(2) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may, by order, declare that a provision of the 
Company Act applies to the commission but otherwise the Company Act does not 
apply to the commission. 

Power under other Acts 

46 A minister or agent of the government must not exercise a power granted under 
another enactment except in accordance with this Act and the regulations. 

Conflict with bylaws 

47 (1) In this section, "bylaw" means 

(a) a bylaw made by a municipality or regional district under the Municipal Act 
or the Vancouver Charter that adopts a regional growth strategy, official 
settlement plan, official community plan, official development plan, rural 
land use bylaw or zoning bylaw, and 

(b) any other bylaw respecting land use in a municipality or regional district 
made by a municipality or regional district under any other enactment. 

(2) Every municipality and regional district must ensure that its bylaws are consistent 
with this Act, the regulations and the orders of the commission. 

(3) Subject to subsection (4), nothing in this Act affects or impairs the validity of a 
bylaw relating to die use of agricultural land in an agricultural land reserve. 

(4) A bylaw that is inconsistent with this Act, the regulations or an order of the 
commission is, to the extent of the inconsistency, of no force or effect. 

(5) Without hmiting subsection (4), a bylaw that 

(a) allows agricultural land in an agriculmral land reserve to be used for a use 
not permitted by this Act, the regulations or an order of the commission, or 

(b) contemplates a use of land that would impair or impede the intent of this 
Act, the regulations or an order of the commission, whether or not that use 
requires the adoption of any further bylaw, the giving of any consent or 
approval or the making of emy order, 

is deemed to be inconsistent with this Act. \ 

(6) A bylaw that provides restrictions on farm use of agricultural land additional to 
those provided by this Act and the regulations is not, for that reason alone, incon­
sistent with this Act and the regulations. 

(7) The Offence Act does not apply to a contravention of subsection (2). 

(8) This section applies only to bylaws made after August 26, 1994. 
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Appropriation 

48 Money required for the purposes of this Act may be paid out of the consolidated 
revenue fund to the commission in amounts approved by the Lieutenant Govemor in 
Council 

(a) in the absence of an appropriation, or 

(b) if money appropriated is insufficient. 

Consolidated revenue fund 

49 The commission must pay as soon as practical all money received by it, other than 
money received under an appropriation under a Supply Act or under section 48 of this 
Act, into the consolidated revenue fund. 

Bonding 

50 The Lieutenant Govemor in Council or the commission may require an applicant 
under this Act, whose application has been granted on terms, to post a bond under the 
Bonding Act and the regulations to ensure compliance with the terms. 

Enforcement 

51 If the commission believes that a present or future activity or use of land in an agricul­
tural land reserve may contravene this Act, the regulations, an order ofthe commission 
or a condition imposed by section 4 (2) of the Golf Course Development Moratorium 
Act, S.B.C. 1992, c. 8, the commission may do one or more of the following: 

(a) order the owner or occupant to refrain from the activity or use for a period 
not exceeding 60 days, and to make written or oral submissions to the 
commission as it requires to determine any likely impairment of the agricul­
tural capability of the land; 

(b) apply to the Supreme Court for an order restraining the owner or occupant 
from beginning or continuing the activity or use of land in contravention of 
this Act, the regulations, an order of the commission or a condition imposed 
by section 4 (2) of the Golf Course Development Moratorium Act, 
S.B.C. 1992, c. 8. 

Determination and order 

52 (1) If after a submission and a determination that the activity, or use of land, would 
likely impair agricultural capability, or if no submission is made, the commission 
may, by order 

(a) impose on the owner or occupant the terms for activity or use of the land it 
considers advisable, or 

(b) require that the land be restored to its former condition as agricultural land, 
to the satisfaction of the commission, and 

(c) require a bond to ensure compliance. 
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Section 53 

In case of default under subsection (1) (b), the commission may perform the 
work, and the cost is a debt due to the commission by the owner or occupant in 
default. 

No action for damages lies or may be brought against any member of the 
commission or any person appointed under section 8 because of anything done or 
omitted in good faith 

(a) in the performance or purported performance of any duty under this Act, or 

(b) in the exercise or purported exercise of any power under this Act. 

Subsection (1) does not absolve the commission from vicarious liability for an act 
or omission for which it would be vicariously liable if this section were not in 
force. 

F^reservation of rights 

54 Despite sections 45 and 46, if Crown land established as an agricultural land reserve 
under this Act has been leased by the govemment, or sold by agreement for sale by the 
govemment and not transferred to the purchaser before December 21, 1972, and on 
that date was being used for a purpose other than farm use, and not in contravention 
of the terms of the lease or agreement, that use may continue until termination of the 
lease or issue of title to the purchaser under the agreement for sale. 

Power to make regulations 

55 (1) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may make regulations referred to in section 
41 of die Interpretation Act. 

(2) Without limiting subsection (1), the Lieutenant Govemor in Council may make 
regulations as follows: 

(a) establishing different application fees for different types of applications and 
applications in different circumstances; 

(b) exempting classes of persons from payment of a prescribed application fee; 

(c) respecting the terms of an agreement entered into under section 23; 

(d) respecting die manner in which a municipality or regional district is 
required to 

(i) consider an application, and 

(ii) advise the commission of an application received and a decision 
made on an application, 

for the purpose of section 23 (2); 

(e) prescribing circumstances in which notice of an application is required to 
be given under section 35; 

(f) respecting the notice requirements for the purpose of section 35, mcluding 
prescribing a form of notice. 

(2) 

Civil liability 

53 (1) 

(2) 
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(3) A regulation made under subsection (2) (f) may prescribe different notice 
requirements for different types of applications or different areas of British 
Columbia. 
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Agricultural Land Commission Act 

10 The title of the Agricultural Land Commission Act, R.S.B.C. 1996, c 10, is amended by 
striking out "Commission" and substituting "Reserve". 

11 Section 1 is amended 

(a) by repealing the definition of "commission" and substituting the following: 

"commission" means the Land Reserve Commission established under section 2 of the Land 
Reserve Commission Act;, and 

(b) by adding the following definition: 

"chief executive ofGcer" means the chief executive officer of the commission appointed under 
section S (1) of the Land Reserve Commission Act; . 

12 Section 2 is repealed. 

13 Sections 4 and 5 are repealed. 

14 Section 7 (1) is amended by adding "under this Act" after "order of the commission". 

15 Sections 8 and 9 are repealed. 

16 Section 10 (1) is amended by adding "under this Act" after "object of the commission". 

/ 7 Secdon 24 is amended by striking out "general manager" wherever it appears and substituting 
"chief executive officer". 

18 Secdon 25 is amended by striking out "general manager" and substituting "chief executive 
officer". 

19 Secdon 29 (1) is amended'by striking out "section 8" and substituting "section 5 (1) or (4) of 
the Land Reserve Commission Act ". 

20 Section 38 is repealed. 

21 Section 45 is amended 

(a) in subsection (1) by adding ", the Land Reserve Commission Act " after "the Waste 
Management Act ", and 

(b) by repealing subsection (2). 

22 Section 48 is repealed. 

?5 Section 49 is amended by striking out "or under section 48 of this Act". 

21 Sectior. 53 is repealed. 
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H O N O U R A B L E C O R K Y E V A N S 
M I N I S T E R O F A G R I C U L T U R E A N D F O O D 

BILL 70 - 1999 

AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION AMENDMENT A C T , 1999 

H E R M A J E S T Y , by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of British 
Columbia, enacts as follows: 

1 Section 40 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act, R.S.B.C. 1996, c. 10, is amended 

(a) in subsection (I) by adding the following paragraph: 

(d) a reconsideration under section 26 of a decision of the commission made in respect of a matter referred 
to in paragraph (a), (b) or (c) of this subsection., and 

(b) by adding the following subsections: 

(3) In determining whether it is in the Provincial interest to refer a matter to the board under subsection (1), the 
Lieutenant Govemor in Council must take into account 

(a) the public interest that all British Columbians have in the preservation of agricultural land as a scarce 
and important Provincial asset, 

(b) the potential long term consequences of failing to preserve agricultural land, and 

(c) the province-wide context of the matter. 

(4) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may make an order under subsection (1) on the Lieutenant Govemor in 
Council's ovm initiative or at the request of 

(a) a municipality or regional district, as set out in a resolution of the applicable municipal council or 
regional district board, or 

(b) the commission, as set out in a resolution of the conimission. 

2 Section 41 is amended 

yuj by repealing subsection (1) and substituting the following: 

(1) For the purpose of affording adequate time to consider whether an order under section 40 is warranted in 

https://www.leg.bc.ca/36th3rd/lst_read/gov70-l.htm .. 2008-09-16 
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relation to a matter referred to in section 40 that is before the commission, the Lieutenant Govemor in Council 
may order that the matter be suspended for a period, to be specified in the order, that is not longer than 90 days or 
any shorter period that is prescribed for the purpose of this subsection., and 

(b) in subsection (2) by striking out "the minister" and substituting "the Lieutenant Govemor in Council" . 

3 Section 42 is amended by adding the following subsection: 

(3) If the Lieutenant Governor in Council makes an order under section 40 referring a matter to the board, the 
commission must, within 14 days of the date of the order, 

(a) prepare a vwitten report with respect to the matter, and 

(b) submit the report to the board for the purpose of assisting the board in conducting a public hearing under 
section 43 in respect of the matter. 

4 Section 43 is repealed and the following substituted: 

Public hearing 

43 (1) On receiving the written terms of reference specified in conjunction with an order under section 40, the board 
must 

(a) prepare a discussion paper with respect to the matter that is the subject of the order, and 

(b) make the paper available to the public before holding a public hearing under this section. 

(2) The discussion paper prepared under subsection (1) (a) must include the written report that the commission 
submitted to the board under section 42 (3). 

(3) For the purpose of providing the report and recommendations required under section 43.1, the board must 
conduct a public hearing of the probable agricultural, environmental, heritage, economic, cultural and social 
effects of whichever of the following is the subject of the matter described in section 40 in respect of which the 
order under that section was made: 

(a) an approval and designation imder section 13 (4); 

(b) a designation under section 13 (6); 

(c) an exclusion from a reserve under section 14 (1) or 15 (1); 

(d) the granting or refusal of the permission referred to in section 14 (2) or 22 (1); 

(e) a decision under section 26 to confirm, reverse or vary a decision referred to in paragraph (a), (b), (c) or 
(d) of this subsection. 

(4) The public hearing held under subsection (3) must be conducted in accordance with the terms of reference 
specified in conjunction with the order made under section 40. 

(5) The board must hold at least one public hearing with respect to the matter in each of the following regions of 
British Columbia: 



(a) Vancouver Island; 

(b) Lower Mainland; 

(c) Okanagan; 

(d) Interior; 

(e) Kootenays; 

(f) Northern British Columbia. 

Report and recommendations 

43.1 (1) On conclusion of the public hearing under section 43, the board must submit to the Lieutenant Govemor in 
Council 

(a) a written report in accordance with the terms of reference specified in conjunction with the order made 
under section 40, and 

(b) a summary of the evidence received and submissions made in the course of any public hearing held in 
accordance with the terms of reference. 

(2) The report referred to in subsection (I) must include the board's recommendations to the Lieutenant Govemor 
in Council for action under section 44. 

(3) In making the recommendations referred to in subsection (2), the board must give weight to the following 
values in descending order of priority: 

(a) agricultural values, including the preservation of agricultural land and the promotion of agricultural 
purposes; 

(b) environmental and heritage values, but only i f 

(i) those values cannot be replaced or relocated to land other than agricultural land, or 

(ii) giving weight to those values results in no net loss to the agricultural capabilities o f the area; 

(c) economic, cultural and social values. 

(4) The board must provide a copy of its report to the commission at the same time that the report is submitted to 
the Lieutenant Govemor in Council under subsection (1). 

(5) The commission may submit to the Lieutenant Governor in Council written comments on the report but must 
do so within 30 days of receiving a copy of the report under subsection (4). 

(6) Within 10 days after submitting its report under subsection (1), the board must publish the report in the 
prescribed manner. 

5 Section 44 (1) is amended 



(a) by striking out "On receiving the board's report" and substituting "On receiving the board's report under section 
43.1 (1) and the commission's comments, i f any, under section 43.1 (5),", and 

) by striking out "or" at the end of paragraph (a), by adding ", or" at the end ofparagraph (b) and by adding the 
following paragraph: 

(c) confirming, reversing or varying a decision referred to in section 40 (1) (d). 

6 Section 44 is amended by adding the following subsection: 

(1.1) When deciding the outcome of a matter under subsection (1), the Lieutenant Govemor in Council must give 
weight to the following values in descending order of priority: 

(a) agricultural values, including the preservation of agricultural land and the promotion of agricultural 
purposes; 

(b) environmental and heritage values, but only i f 

(i) those values cannot be replaced or relocated to land other than agricultural land, or 

(ii) giving weight to those values results in no net loss to the agricultural capabilities of the area; 

(c) economic, cultural and social values. 

Commencement 

7 This Ac t comes into force by regulation of the Lieutenant Govemor in Council . 

Explanatory Notes 

S E C T I O N 1: [Agricultural Land Commission Act, amends section 40] 

• adds subsection (1) (d) to clarify that a reconsideration under section 26 is a matter that may be referred to the 
board; 

• adds subsection (3) to require that the public interest in the preservation of agricultural land and the province-
wide context be taken into account in determining whether a referral order should be made under subsection (1); 

• adds subsection (4) to permit certain persons to request a referral order under subsection (1). 

S E C T I O N 2: [Agricultural Land Commission Act, amends section 41] gives the power to make a suspension order 
to the Lieutenant Govemor in Coimcil instead of the minister. 

S E C T I O N 3: [Agricultural Land Commission Act, adds section 42 (3)] requires the commission to prepare a report 
with respect to a referred matter and submit the report to the board for the purposes of the public hearing under section 
43. 

S E C T I O N 4: [Agricultural Land Commission Act, re-enacts section 43 and enacts section 43.1] 

• section 43 sets out the mandate of the board in holding a public hearing on a referred matter; 
• section 43.1 requires the board to provide to the Lieutenant Govemor in Council a report on the public hearing 

and recommendations for action under section 44. 



S E C T I O N 5: [Agricultural Land Commission Act, amends section 44 (1)] amends section 44 (I) consequential to the 
addition of sections 40 (1) (d) and 43.1 (5). 

. .ECTION 6: [Agricultural Land Commission Act, adds section 44 (LI)] requires the Lieutenant Govemor in 
Council to give agricultural values the greatest weight in deciding the outcome of a matter under subsection (1). 

[ Return to: Legislative Assembly Home Page ] 
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PkOVINCE OF BRITISH C O L U M B I A 

r ORDER OF T H E LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN 

Order tn Council No. ' - 228 . Approved and Ordered ^^^^ 

il007 

Ministry of Agricultuns and Food 

R E C E I V E D 
' ^ ° " N 9 t ' 5 2 8 2000 

Pol icy and Legislat ion Serv ices 

File No . : . 

Ueulenanl Governor 

Executive Council Chambers, VktoHa 

On the rccommeadatioiTof ttie undersigned, the Lieutenant Govemor, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Executive Coxmcil, orders that the Agricultural Land Commission Amendment Act, 1999, S.B.C. 1999, c. 5, is brought 
into force. 

% 

D E P O S I T E D 

F E B 2 2 2CG0 

B.C. REG. I^OOO 

Minister of Agriculture and f^od siding Member of tt)e Executive Council 

(This part is for admlnisiraiivc purposes aitfy is not pal of the Order.) 

Anlhortty under wfaiclt Order is made: 

Act and section;. Agriculcural lAnd Cominission AmtndmeM Acl, J999, S.B.C. 1999 c. 5, 8.7 
t̂her (spccify):-

Januacy 14.2000 7 ^ /00/9/ 
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hKOVINCE OF^RITISH COLUMBIA 

ORDER OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL 

OnierinCkiuncilNo. 232 , Approved6ndOrdersd fT^g £ ] 2000 

Lieutenant Gavamor 

Executive Councfl Chambers, Victoria 

On the recommendation ofthe undersigned, the Lictitwant Govanor, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Executive Council, orders that effective April 1, 2000, the Land Reserve Commission Act. S.B.C. 1999, c, 14, is 
brought into force. 

D E P O S I T E D 

F E S 2 2 2GC0 

B.C.REG. ^o/^OQO 

Minister of Ag^Hure arid Food Presiding Mmbef of the Executiva Council 

(Thli pari Is for administrative purpcsci only ti not part oftht Order.) 

Authority under which Order Is inad«: 

Acc and section:- Land Reserve Corrmlstion Act, S.B.C. 1999, c. 14, laction 45 
ther (specif):-
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Definitions 

1 In this Act: 

"agricultural reserve land" means land that is or is part of an agricultural land reserve under the 
Agricultural Land Reserve Act; 

"agroforestry" means a land use system that involves deliberate retention, introduction or mixing 
of trees or other plants in crop and animal production systems in order to increase profitability, 
sustainability and social acceptance; 

"chair" means the member of the commission designated as chair under section 4; 

"commission" means the Land Reserve Commission established under section 2; 

"first nation" means an aboriginal governing body, however organized and established by 
aboriginal people within their traditional territory in British Columbia; 

"forest reserve land" has the same meaning as in the Forest Land Reserve Act; 



"local government" has the same meaning as in the Forest Land Reserve Act. 

Commission established 

2(1) The Land Reserve Commission is established as a corporation consisting of the members 
appointed under section 4. 

(2) The commission is an agent of the government. 

Objects of the commission 

3 The objects of the commission are as follows: 

(a) to protect the integrity of the agricultural land base and the working forest land base in 
British Columbia; 

(b) to work with owners, local governments, first nations, the governments of British 
Columbia and Canada and other communities of interest in achieving the object set out in 
paragraph (a); 

(c) to assist the communities of interest referred to in paragraph (b) in the accommodation, 
support and encouragement of farming, forestry and agroforestry on agricultural reserve lands 
and forest reserve lands; 

(d) to provide a fair, effective and independent mechanism for considering applications under 
the Agricultural Land Reserve Act, the Forest Land Reserve Act and the Soil Conservation 
Act; 

(e) to carry out its powers and duties under the Agricultural Land Reserve Act, the Forest 
Land Reserve Act and the Soil Conservation Act in a manner consistent with the objects of the 
commission under this section and under those Acts; 

(f) to provide recommendations to the ministers responsible for the administration of the 
Agricultural Land Reserve Act and the Forest Land Reserve Act to protect and strengthen the 
land reserve system in British Columbia. 

Commission members 

4(1) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may appoint no fewer than 5 individuals knowledgeable 
in matters relating to agriculture, forestry, land use plaiming or local govemment as members of the 
commission and may establish the terms of their appointment. 

(2) The members are the board of directors of the commission. 

(3) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council must designate one of the members as the chair of the 
commission and another member as vice-chair. 

(4) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may designate additional vice-chairs from among the 
members of the commission. 



(5) The term of office of a member is during pleasure but, except for the chair, must not exceed 4 
years. 

(6) A member or former member may be reappointed to the commission. 

(7) A member must be reimbursed for reasonable travelling and out of pocket expenses necessarily 
incurred in discharging the member's duties and, in addition, may be paid the remuneration set by 
the Lieutenant Govemor in Council. 

(8) [Repealed 1999-44-68.] 

Staff of the commission 

5(1) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may appoint, during pleasure, a chief executive officer of 
the commission and may determine the remuneration and the terms and conditions of the 
appointment of the chief executive officer. 

(2) [Repealed 1999-44-68.] 

(3) The commission may determine the functions and duties of the chief executive officer. 

(4) The commission may appoint other officers and employees necessary for the purposes ofthe 
commission and may determine their duties and remuneration. 

(5) The Public Service Act and the Public Service Labour Relations Act apply to the commission 
and its officers and employees, other than the chief executive officer, except that the references to 
the commissioner and a deputy minister in section 22 of the Public Service Act are to be read as 
references to the chief executive officer. 

(6) The commission may retain consultants as it considers advisable and may set their 
remuneration. 

Operation of the commission 

6(1) The conimission may pass resolutions and bylaws it considers necessary or advisable for the 
management and conduct of its affairs and for the performance of its duties and the exercise of its 
powers. 

(2) The commission may refer an application or other matter that is before the commission under 
the Agricultural Land Reserve Act, the Forest Land Reserve Act or the Soil Conservation Act to a 
panel established by the commission and consisting of one or more members as determined by the 
commission. 

(3) A panel established under subsection (2) has all the powers and duties of the commission in 
respect of the application or other matter and a decision of a panel in respect of the application or 
other matter is, for all purposes, a decision of the commission. 

Financial and corporate matters 

7 (I) The financial year end of the commission is March 31 and the Minister of Finance and 



Corporate Relations is the fiscal agent of the commission. 

(2) Within 90 days after the end of each financial year, the commission must submit to the minister 
responsible for the administration of the Agricultural Land Reserve Act and the minister 
responsible for the administration of the Forest Land Reserve Act 

(a) a report of its operations during the preceding financial year, and 

(b) a financial statement showing its business for that financial year, prepared in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting principles and in the form required by the Minister of 
Finance and Corporate Relations. 

(3) The report and statement under subsection (2) must be laid before the Legislative Assembly 
within 30 days following their receipt if the Legislative Assembly is then sitting, and otherwise as 
soon as practicable. 

(4) Subject to subsection (5), the Company Act and the Company Clauses Act do not apply to the 
commission. 

(5) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may, by order, declare that specified provisions of the 
Company Act apply to the commission. 

Liability of the commission 

8 (1) No action for damages lies or may be brought against any member of the commission or any 
person appointed under section 5 (1) or (4) because of anything done or omitted in good faith 

(a) in the performance or intended performance of any duty under this Act, the Agricultural 
Land Reserve Act, the Forest Land Reserve Act or the Soil Conservation Act, or 

(b) in the exercise or intended exercise of any power under this Act, the Agricultural Land 
Reserve Act, the Forest Land Reserve Act or the Soil Conservation Act. 

(2) Subsection (1) does not absolve the commission from vicarious liability for an act or omission 
for which it would be vicariously liable if this section were not in force. 

Power to make regulations 

9 (1) The Lieutenant Govemor in Council may make regulations referred to in section 41 of the 
Interpretation Act. 

(2) Without limiting subsection (1), the Lieutenant Govemor in Council may make regulations 
establishing policies and procedures to be followed by the commission in conducting its affairs, 
performing its duties and exercising its powers under this Act, the Agricultural Land Reserve Act, 
the Forest Land Reserve Act or the Soil Conservation Act. 

Sections Spent 

10 to 43 [Consequential amendments. Spent. 1999-14-10 to 43.] 

Transitional 



44 (1) In this section: 

"Forest Land Commission" means the Forest Land Commission continued under section 3 of the 
Forest Land Reserve Act as it read immediately before the coming into force of this section; 

"Land Reserve Commission" means the Land Reserve Commission established under section 2 
of the Land Reserve Commission Act as it read immediately before the coming into force of this 
section; 

"Provincial Agricultural Land Commission" means the Provincial Agricultural Land 
Commission continued under section 2 of the Agricultural Land Commission Act. 

(2) All of the rights, property and assets and all of the debts, liabilities and obligations of the Forest 
Land Commission and the Provincial Agricultural Land Commission are transferred to and vested 
in the Land Reserve Commission. 

(3) The Land Reserve Commission may take up and carry on to completion all proceedings or other 
matters commenced under any enactment that were, immediately before the coming into force of 
this section, before the Provincial Agricultural Land Commission or the Forest Land Commission. 

Commencement 

45 This Act comes into force by regulation of the Lieutenant Govemor in Council. 

Copyright © 2003; Queen's Printer, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 


