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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF LEGISLATIVE 
CHANGES/PROPOSALS 

1973 - o r i g i n a l Act passed 

1976/77 -amendments to Act passed - input di*rectly from 
Minister 

major changes -focus of Act oh a g r i c u l t u r e 
' -11(2) power of Lieutenant-

Governor i n Council to allow uses 
without exclusion 

-13<2) appeal to Minister 
- r e s t r i c t i v e covenants 
-Section 34 enforcement measures 

1979 -standard 10 year statute revisions - no l e g i s l a t i v e chanae 

1981-84 -discussions with Minister regarding changes 
-various proposals 
- f i n a l cabinet submission and d r a f t l e g i s l a t i o n prepared 

P a l l 
1984 -Cabinet decided not"*to proceed with any p o l i c y 

changes 
-Regulatory Reform Committ,ee established and 
prepared to consider minor housekeeping changes 

Spring ' 
1985 - - f i n a l i z a t i o n of d e t a i l s on housekeeping changes 
Summer or 
P a l l 1985 -no action - Regulatory Reform Committee der a i l e d -

nothing was going 
P a l l of 
1986 -Ministry makes suggestion for minor changes 

regarding fees and revenue as part of regular 
l e g i s l a t i v e review process 

-Committee says OK but asks f o r a f u l l review of 
l e g i s l a t i o n 

Winter/Spring 
1987 -Premier proposes "Decentralization theme" 

January conference / June 18 meeting 
-review of l e g i s l a t i o n targeted for f a l l 
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RECIOWAL DISTRICTS 

Corporate Name as per Letters Patent (Deslrnatlon) 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 
7. 
8. 

9. 
10. 

„ . r -
12. 
13. 

i> 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 

26. 
27. 
28. 

Regional Distr ict o£ Albeml-Clayoquot 

Regional Distr ict of Bulkley-Mechako 

Capital Regional District 

Cariboo Regional District 

Central Fraser Valley Regional Distr ict 

Regional Distr ict of Central Kootenay 

Regional Distr ict of Central Okanagan 

Regional Distr ict of Coltmbla Shuswap 

Regional Distr ict of CoEox Strathcona 

Regional District of Cowichan Valley 

Dewdney. Alouette Regional Distr ict 

Regional District of East Kootenay 

Regional District of: Traser Cheam 

Regional District of Fraser-Fbrt George, 

Greater Vancouver-'Regional District 

Regional Distr ict of Kitlmat Stikine 

Regional Distr ict 'of Kootenay Boundary 

Regional Distr ict of Ibunt Ifaddington 

Regional Distr ict of Hariaioo 

Regional Distr ict of Horth Okanagan • 

Ocean Falls Regional District 

Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen. 

Peace River-Liard Regional Dis tr ic t 

Powell River Regional District 

Skeena-Queen Charlotte Regional District 

Squanlsh Lil looet Regional Dis tr ic t 

Sunshine Coast Regional Distr ict 

Thompson'Nicola Regional District .. 



' \ , '^Corporate Name as per Letters Patent 

'4 1. Regional D is t r ic t of Alberni-Clayoquot 
I3 2. Regional D is t r i c t of Bulk.ley-Nechako 

C 3. Capital Regional Dis t r ic t ' 
]) 4. Cariboo Regional D is t r ic t 
U 5. Central Coast Regional D is t r ic t 
^ 6. Central Fraser Valley Regional D is t r ic t > 
f- 7. Regional D is t r ic t of Central Kootenay 
<3 8. Regional D is t r ic t of Central Okanagan 
{-I 9. Regional D is t r ic t of Columbia Shuswap 
t 10. Regional D is t r ic t of Comox Strathcona 
CT 11. Regional D is t r ic t of Cowichan Valley 

12. Dewdney Alouette Regional D is t r ic t 
L 13. Regional D is t r i c t of East Kootenay 

//I 14. Regional D is t r ic t of Fraser Cheam 
A/ 15. Regional D is t r ic t of Fraser-Fort George 
O 16. 6r3ater Vancouver Regional D is t r ic t 
P 17. Regional D is t r ic t of Kitimat Stikine 

(Q^ 18. Regional D is t r ic t of Kootenay Boundary 
19. Regional D is t r ic t of Mount Waddington 

S 20. Regional D is t r i c t of Nanaimo 
<r 21. Regional D is t r ic t of North Okanagan 
\J 22. Regional D is t r i c t of Okanagan Similkameen 
W 23. Peace River-Liard Regional D is t r ic t 
)< 24. Powell River Regional Dist r ic t 
Y^25. Skeena-Queen Charlotte Regional Distr' ict 

YY"^^' Squamish L i l looet Regional D is t r ic t 
Z- 27. Sunshine Coast Regional Dis t r ic t 

^ ^ 2 8 . Thompson Nicola Regional D is t r ic t 

Resolution & Date 0-I-C- & Date 

Apri l 18, 1974 1246 Apri l 9. 1974 
January 17, 1975 • 47} February 6, 1975 
June 27, 1974 2125 June 28, 1974 
November 29, 1974 3744 November 22, 1974 
January 17, 1975 132 January 16, 1975 
Apri l 24, 1974 1244 - A p r i l 9, 1974 
September 27, ?974 " 3076 September 27, 1974 
July 24, 1974 2413 May 16, 1974 
September 3, 1974 2856 August 30, 1974 
May 21, 1974 1645 May 16, 1974 
May 21, 1974 1646 May 16, 1974 
Apri l 24, 1974 1245 Apri l 9, 1974 
Apri l 17, 1975 18.38 May 29, 1975 
August 26, 1974 2790 August 22, 1974 ^ 
August 19, 1974 2673 August 15, 1974 
June 12, 1974 1936 June 12, 1974 
November 29, 1974 3634 November 14, 1974 
September 27, 1974 3075 September 27, 1974 
December 21, 1976 3593 December 9, 1976 
July 5, 1974 2124 June 28, 1974 
March 15, 1974 900 March 14, 1974 
February 13, 1974 181 January 17, 1974 
June 21, 1974 1984 June 18, 1974 
November 29, 1974 3743 November 22, 1974 
February 13, 1975 470 February 6, 1975 
May 21, 1974 1647 May 16, 1974 
Apri l 3, 1974 1139 Apri l 3, 1974 
August 30, 1974 2857 • August 30, 1974 



OVERLAYS FOR AGRICUT.TURAL LAND RESERVE PLANS 

Legend 

Recommended additions to the 
•Agricultural Land Reserve. 

Recommended deletions from the 
Agricultural Land Reserve. 

Recommended adjustment to the . 
Agricultural Land Reserve boundary. 

N.B. Changes that are shorn without numbers on the base plan 

(A), are sho\ra in more detail on the constituent plans. 



G O V E R N M E N T O F BRITISH C O L U M B I A 

M E M O R A N D U M 

Staff 

> 

*» FROM 

Commissioner Ravson 

5 Kovenber^^75 

SUBJECT . . . ™. OUR FILE„ 

I had prepared the attached summary of the history and "structure" 
of the Coinmission mainly for the information of Commissioner Knoerr. 

: I t occurred to me though that s t a f f . especially the newer meaAers, 
may find i t of.interest too. If any of you have any questions about 
this summary or about what ve've done so far, I would be happy to an
swer them. 

Mary Rawson 

MR/pr 

Enc. 



B. C. LAND COMMISSION 

Short Stmnaary of History and Structure 

"The Freeze" 

21 Dec 72 

16 Jan 73 

0-i-C 4483 No subdivision of land taxed as farmland. 

0-1-C 157 Add, no use changes of land zoned agriculture; 
or land of CLI capability classes 1,2,3 and 4. 

" B i l l 42" 

22 Feb 73 " B i l l to establish a Land Commission Introduced. 

16 Apr 73 Final reading. 

The Commission appointed 

19 May 73 O-l-C 1662 ; Five people named as Membeisof the Land Commission. 

E. E. Barsby V. C. Brink W. T. Lane A. R. Garrish Mary Rawson 
1 

(W; T. Lane named as Chairman by same O-i-C) 

Commlssf on starts operations ; 

9/10 June 1973 F i r s t meeting of f u l l Commission ("Study Meeting") held i n 
Saanich. Orientation to objects and powers of the Act, explor
ing personal philosophies, developing concensus on long-range 
Commission objectives, discussion on e x p l i c i t and implicit staff 
requirements (p. 5 attached). 

11 June Commissioners begin travel over seven week period to 24 of 28 
Regional D i s t r i c t s ; meet with Boards and staff i n each area; 
explain the objectives and powers of the Act; develop and c l a r i f y 
Commission policy. 

3 July O-i-C 2257 Sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 16 of the Act are 
"activated", requiring preparation of ALR plans i n 90 days. 

15 July Open o f f i c e at 4259 Canada Way, Burnaby 



Staffing begins 

1 Aug 73 

17/18 Aug 

16/17 Sep 

27 Sep 

10 Oct 

0-i-C 2570 G. Gary Runka appointed as General Manager of 
Conmlsslon. 

General meeting. (Villa Hotel, Burnaby). Establish Commissioner 
roles. Initiation of action and research projects. Meet with 
General Manager to discuss financial, administrative and personnel 
policies. 

General Meeting. Policy questions on Greenbelt purchases. Meet 
with Crerar to establish firm relationahilp with ELUC Secretariat. 
First gift offered (Morell at Nanaimo) 

First ALR Plan received by Commission COkanagan Similkameen). 

Commissioners meet with Environment and Land Use Committee of 
Cabinet. 

25 Oct _ 0-1-C 3539 0-1-C appeals turned over by ELUC to Land Conmlsslon 

Structure at end JOctober 1973 

* E. E. Barsby V. C. Brink W. T. Lane A. R. Garrlsh Mary Rawson 

G. Gary Runka * ! 

Full-time Permaaertt Staff* 

J . Perch 
P. Redman 
J . Sherwood 

Temporary, Part-time and Consultant Staff 

C. Driediger 
T. Lewis 
J . Sawicki 



^ Review and designation of Agricultural Land Reserves 

15 Nov 73 Start weekly quorum to deal with 0-i-C appeals 

3/4/5 Jan 74 Second "Study Meeting" (Parksville). Retreat for review 
and policy development. 

13 Feb 74 Designation of f i r s t A. L. R. (Okangan Similkameen) 

27 June 74 Designation of twelfth Regional D i s t r i c t ALR. Fourteen 
others reviewed by Commission and awaiting Cabinet approval. 

Structure at end June 1974 

E. E. Barsby V. C. Brink W. T. Lane A. R. Carrish Mary Rawson 

G. Gary Runka 

Permanent Staff 
Austen S. 
Glover, J. 
Lew, E. 
Perch, J. 
Plotnikoff, J . 
Redman, P. 
Sherwood, J . 

Temporary, Part-time and Consultant Staff 
Faulkner, R. 
Lewis, T. 
McQueen, M. 
Roberts, T. 
Sawicki, J . 

24 J u l 74 Begin second series of v i s i t s to Regional D i s t r i c t s 

30 Oct-3 Nov Third Study Meeting (Quilchena) 

20 Nov 74 F i r s t annxial report deposited in Legislature 

Dec 74 F i r s t major set of quarterly hearings on appeals for exclusion 



Enlargement of Coimnission and Staff 
Jan 75 Two weeks of overflow appeals from December quarterly session 

23 Apr 75 

5 June 75 

W,T. Lane announces resignation from Land Commission effective 
9 June 1975 

0-i-C 1951 

0-i-C 2445 

0-i-C 3176 

Structure at end October 1975 

24 J u l 75 

! 9 Oct 75 

G. G, Runka "appointment of a temporary nature" 
as a member of the Land Commission and designated 
Chairman 

G. G. Runka confirmed as member and Chairman to 
replace W. T. Lane 

Don Knoerr appointed as sixth member of Commission 

Barsby Brink Garrish Runka Knoerr Rawson 

(advertised) General Manager 

Permanent Staff 

Austen, S. 
Brightman, S. 
Glover, J . 
Jankovich, D. 
Langston, R. 
Lew, E. 
Perch, J . 
Plotnikoff, J. 
Redman, P. 
Sherwood, J . 
Tycho, S. 
Thomson, A. 

Temporary, Part-time and Consultant Staff 

Atamanenko, G. 
Crawshay, P. 
Gram, G. 
Holisko, G. 
Hooson, V. 
Johnson, K. 
Lewis, T. 
Munn, E. 
Sawicki, J . 

MR/pr 



Intended Structure (after a period of shakedown) 

) 

Office Administration 
and Budget 

Mainly clerical 

C OM M I S S I 0 N E R S 

GENERAL MANAGER 

Planning and 
Act Administration 

Act 
Liaison with 

Regional Districts 
etc. 

Research 

Land Acquisition 
and Management 

Appraisal, etc. 

JUNE 1973 
As Commissioners Envisaged 

Staff to develop 
in time 



LEGEND FOR PPOPOSED AGRICULTURE RESERVE MAPS 
June, 1973 

Proposed Agriculture Reserve 

Cri t e r i a used are as follows: 

(1) A l l land capability for agriculture classes 1-4 included except 
where they comprise small units within present subdivisions, or 
where they are units with components of Classes 5, 6 and 7 which 
makes commercial agricultural use d i f f i c u l t . In ranching areas 
where grazing lands are an integral part of the beef production 
units Class S and 6 lands capable of use for spring and f a l l 
grazing were included in the reserve. 

(2) Proposed reserve boundaries are soil-climate oriented and do not 
usually follow legal lot boundaries. 

(3) Small isolated pockets were most often not placed in the reserve 
although in some Instances where numerous pockets of Class 1-4 
existed In large units of domlnanely 5 or 6 they were Included 
In the proposed reserve, especially i n areas with excellent 
climates. , . 

(4) Some Class 5 lands were Included where they were i n close 
i association with Classes 1-4 and most often formed parts of 
r production units. Often these were Clabs 5 because of high water 
/tables, or flooding hazard and not part:icularly suitable for 
other :uses (especially urban). 

<3) These map units Were checked and generally agreed to by B.C.D.A. 
agriculture representatives. General v i a b i l i t y and suitability 
i n terms of Various agricultural uses were considered. 

- existing subdivisions (mainly 2 acres or less). 

If urban expansion i s necessary (residential, industrial, commarclal) 
(a) f i l l In existing subdivisions to encompass as l i t t l e high 

capability agriculture land as possible and to project expansion 
or urban areas in the direction of least ecological hazard. 
Regional plans should consider the need for green belts (Including 
small pockets of agriculture, parks, etc. In these map units). 

(b) expand on lands with ecological characteristics most suitable for 
urban expansion. Characteristics considered are general s o i l and 
climate, s o i l s t a b i l i t y , bearing strength, coopresslblllty, presence 
or absence of high water tables, flooding hazard and land 
capability for agriculture. 

Agriculture reserve mixed with frequent urban pockets. Good 
^ r i c u l t u r a l land Intermixed with urban development. Areas require 
more detailed definition on a regional basis. 

Suggested conservation areas closely associated with agriculture 
reserves. 

includes such things as prime w i l d l i f e winter range, waterfowl 
habitat, shoreland recreation areas, existing parks, lands 
suitable for local parks, viewpoints, unstable s o i l s not suitable 
for urban or agricultural use. 
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. , . / ._ I \. c u» 
. . . . . . A . . ; , B.C. 

iECUTIviCQUNOL-eHAMftERSf-VteTeklA 25. APR. 1974 

APPROVED AND ORDERED ?5./,op ,97^ 

(AC 
Lieutenant-Governor' 

Pursuant to the Land Commission Act, and upon the recoraraendation 
of the undersigned, the Lieutenant-Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Executive Council, 
orders that the following regulation be made. 

ADMINISTRATION OF CROWN LAND DESIGNATED AS. AN AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVE 

Crown land designated as an agricultural land reserve pursuant to Sections 7 and 
8 of the Land Commission Act, shall be administered, managed and controlled 
pursuant to provisions of the Land Act, disposed of only in accordance with 
the Land Act, provided, however, that no person may use such land for any 
purpose other than a use compatible with the preservation of the land for farm 
use except aa permitted by the Land Commission Act or the regulations under that 
Act or by order of the Provincial Land Commission upon such terms and conditions 
as the Commission may impose. 

Minister of AgricTulture 

Presiding Member of 
Executive Council 

F I L E D 

APR 2 9 1974 

B.C. REG. Ho.SJsMdjjL 
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1418 
APPROVED AND ORDERED ?5J?I?. 1974 

Ueulenanl-Governor 

ECUTIVFI rniifjrii CiiMinriiB, VIOTOITIA 25. APR. 1974 

Pursuant tothe . Land Commission Act, and upon the recpmmendation 

of the undenigned; the Lieutenant-Govemor, by and with the advice and consent of the Executive CouacU, 

ordersthat the following regulation be made. 

/ ' • •• ^ • ' ' ' 

ADMINISTRATION OF CROWN LAND DESIGNATED AS. AN AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVE 

Crown land designated as an agricultural land reserve pursuant to Sections 7 and 

8 of the Land Coimnission Act, shal l be administered, managed and controlled 

pursuant to provisions of the Land Act:, disposed of only, in accordance with 

the Land Act , provided^ however, that no person may use such land for any 

purpose other tihan a use compatible with the preservation of the land for farm 

use except as permitted by the Land Commission Act or the regulations under that 

Act or by order of the Provincial Land Commission upon such terms,and conditions 

as the Commission may Impose. 

Minister of Agrielature 

Presiding Member of 
Executive Council 



p R o v i N C c o r ^ 

V I C T O R I A 

July 4, 1973 

M E M O R A N D U M 

To Regional Districts 
and Municipalities: 

I am enclosing for your Information a copy of Order-ln-
Council 2116 approved June 22, 1973, which is in further reference 
to Order-In-Council 157/73 pursuant to the Environment and Land 
Use Act. 

Similarly enclosed is a copy of Order-ln-Councll 2257 
approved July 3, 1973, pursuant to the Land Coinmission Act. 
Please note this Order-in-Councll proclaims the remaining Sections 
of the Act, namely Sections 8-12 Inclusive and Section 16, which 
directly refer to the establishment of the Agricultural Land Re
serve plans. 

You will receive further information regarding the estab
lishment of the land reserve plans from Mr. W. T. Lane, Chairman 
of the Land Commission, in the very near future. 

Yours very truly. 

David D. Stupich 
Minister of Agriculture 

Ends. 



Copy of Minute Approved June 22, 1973 - Lieutenant-Governor 

2116 

recommend: 

THAT Order-in-Council No. 157/73 be amended by striking 
out the words "No municipality, regional district or the City 
of Vancouver shall pass a zoning by-law, or enter into a land 
use contract, authorizing farm land to be used for non-
agricultural use", and substituting the following: 

"No by-law or land use contract of a municipality, 
regional district , or the City of Vancouver shall 
be deemed to authorize farmland to be used for 
non-agricultural use contrary to the provisions 
of this Order." 

DATED this 21 day of June A.D. 1973 

"David D. Stupich" 

Minister of Agriculture 

APPROVED this 21 day of June A.D. 1973 

"D. Barrett" 

Presiding Member of the Executive Council 



2257 

report: 

THAT Section 22 of the Land Commission Act , being Chapter 46 
of the Statutes of B r i t i s h Columbia, 1973 provides that the Act , 
excepting that Section, comes into force on a date to be fixed 
by the Lieutenant-Governor by his Proclamation and that he may 
f ix different dates for the coming into force of the several 
provisions of the Act; 

AND TO RECOMMEND THAT, pursuant to the Land Commission Act , 
being Chapter 46 of the Statutes of B r i t i s h Columbia, 1973 and 
a l l other powers thereunto enabling, that a Proclamation do issue 
f ixing the date of approval of this order by his Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor as the date for the coming into force of the 
following provisions of the Land Commission Act , that is to say 
Sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 16. 

DATED this 29 day of June A.D. 1973 

"David D. Stupich" 

Minister of Agriculture 

APPROVED this 29 day of June A.D. 1973 

"D. Barrett" 



Approved and ordered this 25th day of October . A.D. 19 73 . 

At the Executive Council Chamber, Victoria, 

PRESENT: 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
LAND COMMISSION 

MAR 0 8 1974 

R E C E I V E D 
BURNABY, B . C . 

in the Chair. 

t>/c ^S7/7¥ 

The Honourable 
Mrs. Da i l ly 
Mr. Williams 
Mr. Barrett 
Mr. Maodonald 
Mr. Stupich 
Mr. Nimsick 
Mr. Straohan 
Mr. King 
Mr. . Lorimer 
Mr. Cooke 
Mr. Hartley 
Mr. Lea 
Mr. Radford 
Mr. Lauk 
Mr. Nioolson 
M i s s Young 

To His Honour 
The Lieutenant-Governor in Council: 

The undersigned has the honour to report: . 
N • • . 

THAT section 6 of the Environment and Land Use Act provides that on 
the recommendation of the Committee, the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may 
make such Orders respecting the environment, or land use, as he may consider 
necessary or advisable; 

AND THAT, pursuant to section 6, Orders in Council 4483/72,''157/73 and 
189l/73''were made; 

AND THAT i t i s considered necessary and advisable to amend the appeal 
provisions of Order in Council 157/73; 

AND TO RECOMMEND THAT, pursuant to section 6, the appeal provisions con
tained i n Order in Council No. 157, approved January 18, 1973, be amended by 
deleting the f ina l paragraph and substituting the following: 

"Where a person having any interest i n farmland i s aggrieved by any 
action taken under authority of this Order, he may appeal to the 
Land Commission, who may hear the appeal and vary, amend, rescind 
or confirm the action." 

Minister of Laiufs, Forests and Water Resources 

Presiding Member of the Ea:^cutlve Council 
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C . - : ' i%' , ' . ' i - i l ' rG«-U-. :5 lA j 

• • • • f i - n J y 2 D • 

APPROVED AND ORDERED 29.1107.1973 

Lieutenant-Governor 

E X E C U T I V E COU.NCIL C H A M B E R S , V ICTORIA 29. ilGV. 1973, 

Pursuant to the L a n d C o m m i s s i o n Act,-and upon the recpmmeadalion 

of tie uac'irsignid. tie Lieutenant-Goveraor, by tmd v.ith the sdvice and consent of tha E.xecutive Cou.icil, 

1 . . Every 

Provinc ia l Land 

.municipality or regional district , shali.sujbndfc'.to'the 

nd Coamission (hereinafter referred'to as';"tiia"*-.*cprnnu.ssion» •) 

a base plan shov;ing the v/hole of the agricultural land'reserve-'in. the. ! 

Eunic ipa l i ty or regional d i s t r i c t , as the case riiay ba','".to a scale of 'fift^ 

thousand feet to one inch, and such other p.lans of larger scale {herein- ' 

.^fter referred to as constituent plans'") as the coirctdssion rcay considej 

r,crc:-;.33ary to c learly set out the agricultural l?jnd reserve. ' ' ~ 

2. The base plan ^s\^. each 'o:on3!;itvvi;nt plan, upon being aooptad by • 

by- l£V7 of the board of -the regional d i s t r i c t , s h a l l be signed by the ." 

chairman, and the secretary'treasurer of the reg iona l 'd i s t r i c t 'or other 

duly authorized alternates, and be sealed v/ith'the saal .of . ' t ie 'regional 

d i s t r i c t . - . '' ' • " ' ' ' " ^ ' • C 

Tha base plan sha l l bejir the lindor.sejsntr 

Agr icul tura l Land Reserve Plan for the Regional D i s t r i c t 
of / duly adopted by by-lav; of -the Regional 
D i s t r i c t Board on the day of ' . , 1973, 
pursuant, to s. 3 (-2) of 1-he J.-ind Cor.v.-iLs.sion .Act,' , • • 
. S . B . C , 1973, ch. 'So. 

rjonotituant plans zh:\ll h^^.^x the ondor-iewent: 

VOhis- i s apportion oi: tlirs A'jr.i.ciiltairal T.in-id {•V.«!.;o;cya 
P.lan for the Hogionwl Dis tr ic t of » 
duly adootad by by-I-iv; oJ! Uho r-oyional iJi.sl-.r.Lot .Hoard 
oh the ' d.iy of , 19"73, pur:;:uant to on 
ti. V. I?. 
ch. . i56. 

d.iy . 
o.r; f:h'-; r...'.!id v = :i ' on Act, . 'J . l i .C , 1173, 

F 1 L K 



5. The scale and north point sha l l be clearly shov/n'on the 

base plcin and each constituent plan. ".. 

6. The boundaries'of the agricultural* land reserve lands" 

sha l l be dravm along or with reference to legal^boundary lines 

established by an instrument registered or deposited i n a land ' • 

registry of f ice . I... 

.7. , UTiere a boiandary of the agricultural land reserve lands 

Ehov;n on any base plan or constituent plan i s not dravm along, 

or V7ith. reference to, a legal boundary' l ine , tlia. agricultural ' , v ' 

land reserve plan sha l l nevertheless be deemsd to be v a l i d ; and the 

effective boundary of the agricultural land reserve lands s h a l l be 

ascertained 

legal boundary 

i by scaling off from the nearest or most convenient''• • •" 

idary. l ine as determined by the conmission. ^̂ .y'; 

8. ' f^nere there appears to be a discrepancy between a'base, 

plan and a .constituent plan of larger scale, the boundary of tlie 

constituent plan of larger scale shal l govern. , . _ •_!•' 

9. Base plans, and constituent plans sha l l clearly' indicate 

the land registration d i s t r i c t in. v;hich die agricultural lajid' 

.reserve i s s ituated. ' .'• '",.••'•.•'•'-''.".v-'*-"r.̂  

10. Where the agricul tural land reserve lands i n a regional . 

d i s t r i c t are .situated v^ithin iriore than one land registrat ion 

d i s t r i c t , tha boundaries of the land registration d i s t r i c t s s h a l l ' 

be c learly indicated on the base plan, and on such conscituant plsu 
i?.r. ;.!rc si t u a t e d vjith.\n mora than one lnr,d r.2-j'':i.scratio.ri d i a t r i c t . 

11. Upon tlie designation of an ciyrlcviltnral land .raserva iim^ar 

.•;c:<.;t5.on 8 of tha Act, tlia coininissloa s h a l l dopojit a copy of tlioi 

......'.icviltural land rcsorve p3nn cort.i. ffiod by Ilia' general v.irifiiiger,. i? 

t)!2 prop-ar l;>.nd r e g i s t r y o f f i c e or Ir.nd rojyi'jfcry o f f i c o s . 
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1 2 . The notation, .required to be made by the Registrair' under ] 

subsection (2) of section 10 of the Act shall be endorsed on the face 

of a certificate of t i t le and shall be in the following form 

This certificate of t it le may be affected by the 
Land Commission Act; see Agricultural Land Reserve 
Plan No. , deposited 19--. 

. ' • . Registrar ". • . . 

• . . Minister of Agriculture..'.';;;" ;" 

Prosidi-rfg Member of the Executive C o i u i c i l 
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Lieutenant-Governor 

ExscuTiVE COUNCIL Ci-LAĴ iaERS, VICTORIA 29. liu'/. 1973, / " 

Pursuant to the L a n d C o i ? l T i i 3 s i o n Act, and'\ipon the recommeadalion 

of t i l 'J.̂ v'e.-sigr:̂ d, lbs Liscttnast-Goviraor, by .-md •iviili ths K'dvice and co.nscnt of tha E;-:en;lJve Cou.ncil, 

oic'.-.-s thit - •• . •• •' . 

E v a r y . m u n i c i p a l i - t i ' o r r eg ion .^1 d i a f c r i c t s h a l l . subItu.t:^ t o ' t h a \ - , 

' . r o v i n c i a l L a n d Consni ' s s ion ( h e r e i n a f t e r ' re f9rred , t o as ' , . tha '••.I'coiTanission'' 

: b a s e p l a n s h o v ; i n g t h e v ' h o l s o f t h a a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d ' r e s e r v e - ' i n t h a - . 

• m u n i c i p a l i t y o r . r e g i o n a l d i s t r i c t , as t h a c a s a iriay b e , t o a s e a l s ' o f f i f 

. housand f e a t t o one i n c h , and s u c h o t h e r p . lans o f l a r g e r s c a l e ( h e r a i n -

a J : . - : c r r e f e r r a d t o a s ' ' c o n s t i t u s n t p l a n s ' " ) a s t h a c o m i n i s s i o n n-.ay c o r i s i c 

nc-c-.-.-ss-aicy t o c l e a r l y s e t o u t i : h e a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d r e s e r v e . ; ' " ' 

2 . T h a b a s a p l a n nnd e a c h c o n s 1 : i t v « n t p l a n , u p o n b e i n g ; ; ( 5 o p t a d b y • ' 

b . y - l \ i v 7 o f t h a b e a r d o f ' t h e r e c j i o n a . ! d i . ' i j t r i c t , s h a . l l b e s i g n e d b y t h a 

c h a i r m a n . a_nd t h e s e c r e t a r y - ^ t r a a s u r e r o f t h e r e g i o n a l d i s t r i c t ' o r o t h e r 

d u l y a u t h o r i z e d a l t e r n a t e s , a n d b e s e a ' . l e d v z . i t h ' t h e s e a l , o f . t h a r e g i o n a l 

d i s t r i c t . : ' • ' • : / : ' ' • ' - _ : ' / • , ' . • ' ' ".\ 

T h a b a s e p l a n s h a l l b e a r t h e e n d o r s o - . - n e n t i " - .'. 

A g r i c u l t u r a l L s j i d R e s a r v a P l a n f o r t h e R e g i o n a l D i s t r i c t 
o f , d u l y a d o p t e d b y b y - l a v ; o f -"chs R e g i o n a l 
D i s c r i c t B o a r d o n t h a d a y o f , 1 9 7 3 , 
p u r a u a n t t o s . 3 (.;?.) o f r h e r^-:r:d C o r ; - v i : ; s i o a . A c t , . . • • 
S . 3 . 0 . , 1 9 7 3 , c h . ' io . . 

r^ans h i t u a n t p l : ; n s G h a l l b^iNtr i h a i : 'ndor:-:?;-;U / ; i j : : 

' .Vhii j J.:s a portion oil t}i« A ' j : c l c . ; i i l l ; ( ; x - , i l r..i;td ."..„•:.;..M.vij 
T i a n f o r 'i;Via I'.acj.l OP. a l D i i . r i . c l : o f , 
<!vily ^ u i o p L o d b y by •• oJ; ^ l o f j i u h ^ i l i.l f:; I: i ; i( . : t S l o a r d 
f.-ih t h a d a y o f , 19 7 3 , pp.r:;;up.nt c o 
s . V, (V) r.,i; r , '^:vl ( ? • , ;r. '::; I o 11 A c : i : , r/.W.C, 1') 7 3 , 

file:///ipon


@ 
5. Th.e s c a l e and n o r t h p o i n t s h a l l be c l e a r l y shov7n ' o n t h e 

b c s e p l a n and e a c h c o n s t i t u e n t p l a n . f - - •• 

6. The b o u n d a r i e s o f t h a a g r i c u l t u r a l ' l a n d r e s e r v e Ic inds 

s h a l l be dravm a l o n g o r w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o l e g a l ^ b o u n d a r y l i n e s ' 

• a s t a b l i s h e d by an i n s t r u m e n t r e g i s t e r e d o r d e p o s i t e d i n a l a n d 

r e g i s t r y o f f i c e . • . • ' • 

7. l>7here a b o u n d a r y o f t l i e a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d r e s e r v e l a n d s 

shown on any b a s e p la in o r c o n s t i t u e n t p l a n i s n o t d rawn a l o n g , 

o r v ; i t h r e f e r e n c e t o , a l e g a l b o u n d a r y l i n e , t l i s . a g r i c u l t u r a l ' . . " 

I r . n d r e s e r v e p l a n s h a l l n e v e r t h e l e s s be deeir.ad t o b a v a l i d ; and, t h e 

e . C f e c t i v e b o u n d a r y o f t h a a g . r i c u l t u r a l l a n d r e s e r \ ' a l a n d s s h a l l b e 

G s c e r t a i n a d by s c a l i n g o f f f rom "the nea ' r e s t o r mos t c o n v e n i e n t '•• ' 

l e g a l b o u n d a r y l i n e as d e t e r m i n e d by t h e c o m m i s s i o n . " ..•''•'^'•'-y'-'''^^'' 

8. VThere t h e r e a p p e a r s t o be a d i s c r e p a n c y b e b ^ e e n a b a s e 

rs lan and a . c o n s t i t u e n t p l a n o f l a r g e r s c a l e , t he boundajcy o f t h e 

co.n.s t i t u a n t p l a n o f l a r g e r s c a l e s h a l l g o v e r n . " ' • 

9 . Base p l a n s , and c o n s t i t u e n t p l a n s s h a l l c l e a . r . l y i n d i c a t e 

t h e l a n d r e g i s t r a t i o n d i s t r i c t i n , V 7 h i c h t l i e a g r i c u l c u r a . l l a n d 

. r e s e r v e i s s i t u a t e d . ' y'--''''^'-.'S l;- ^' 

1 0 . K h e r a t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d r e s e r v e l a n d s i n a r e g i o n a l . 

d . i . 3 t r i c t a r e . s i t u a t e d v . ' i t h i n more t h a n o n e l a n d r o c i s t r a t i o n 

c i . i s t r i c c , t i i e b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e l a n d r c g . i s t r a f - f . o n d . ? . s t r i c t s s h . a l l ' 

be c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d on the base p l a n , a n d on . such c o . T S c i t u a n t l a l a n s 

;'•:(:: s i t u a t e d ' ivith.i .n j n o r a t h a n one l a n d r.-j-iji s t r a t x o n d i o t r i c c -

"i 1 . Upon t l i e d a s . l g n a t i o . a o f a n a g r , T . c n l t u r ; : - I l a n d . r a s e r v a u n d a r 

: , , ; :c;t ion 8 o f t h e A c t , t i i a co:.-ui;i;:;s,i.oa s i i a l l d'jV50i;xc a c o p y of. tli^i 

. , - '^ . ' ; . i c i i :U: i ira l l a n d r e s e r v e p T n n f : a r ! ; i i : i ' ; d )jy t h a o ' - n o r a l !;V:ncvr;ar, , i n 

v.i;a ni:op-^T l a n d x a g . i . s t r y o f f . i . c e o r Ir.nd ray. i .otiT.y o .i.c a .s . 



12. The notation required to be made by the Registra;r' under ' 

subssction (2) of section 10 of the Act s h a l l be endorsed on tlie face 

of a c e r t i f i c a t e of t i t l e and s h a l l be i n the foliov/ing f o r n : 

This c e r t i f i c a t e of t i t l e may be affected by the 
Land Cornmission Act; see A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Reserve 
Plan No. , deposited --, 19--. • 

. • • . . Registrar ' . '̂ 
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report: 

TO2Vr section 6 of the Environment and Lard Use Act provides that on the 
recarrrendation of the Ccntnittee, the Lieutenant-Governor i n Council may make 
such Orders.respecting the environnient, or larvi use, as he may consider 
necessary or advisable; 

AND TO?VT, pursuant to section 5, Order In Council 4483/72 was made; 

AND raar i t i s considered necessary and advisable to further define the 
intent, and extend further the application, of Order i n Council 4483/72; 

AND TO RBOCMMEND HHAIT, pursuant to section 6, iio non-agricultural 
develapment, vAiich s h a l l inclvde developing a s i t e , changing a land i:se, and 
constructing a building', except a building that i s necessary for the operation 
of a farm or a residence for persons engaged i n the cperation of a farm, s h a l l 
be carried out on, or respecting, farm land. 

For the purposes of t h i s Order and Order 4483/72, "farm land" means any 
land of two acres or more that i s 

(a) situated i n morganized t e r r i t o r y and c l a s s i f i e d as farm land 
as that expression i s defined i n section 2 of the Taxation Act; or 

(b) situated i n a municipedity and c l a s s i f i e d as farm land under 
secticHi 332 of the I4anicipal Act; or 

(c) designated as Class 1, 2, 3, or 4 of the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of 
s o i l capability for agriculture developed as part of the 
Canada Land Inventocyimder the Agriculturcd and Rural 
Devel<^xtent Act (APDA) (Canada). 

No approving o f f i c e r s h a l l pursuant to the Land Itegistry Act, approve -
a subdivision of farm land unless authorized to do so by an order of the 
Lieutenant-Governor i n Council or by the provision of any. other Act. 

No person s h a l l issue or cause to be issued a building permit 
authorizing the constrxiction of a new building on farm larxfl. 

No municipality, regional d i s t r i c t or the C i t y of Vancouver s h a l l pass 
a zoning by-law, or enter into a land use contract, authorizing farm land 
to be used for non-agricultural use. 
No Registrar under the Land Registry Act s h a l l accept an application for 
deposit of a plan of subdivision pursuant to the Strata T i t l e s Act 
respecting farm land. 



Notwithstanding the above prchiMtions:\*en an applicant, by sworn-
statenent, provides sufficient*proof to the Mtdsfaction o f Approvdrig"' 
Officer or o f f i c i a l charged with issuance, of: builiding peanriits: that the 
development was substantially ccnrnenced oh;6r before t h e . t w e n t y - f i r s t day 
of December, 1972, the Approving O f f i c e r or. such other o f f i e i a l may .give a 
c e r t i f i c a t e to the effect he believes the developnent to, have s u t e t a n t i a l l y 
oomnenced before the twenty-first day of Deceniber, 1972,' and a"subdivision 
may then be approved; a building perndt may-'then be issued; a zoning by-law 
may then be enacted; a land \ise contract mayltheh be "appiived; and a 
Strata T i t l e s Act subdivision may then be adoepted for deposit. 

I h i s Order shcill not apply to developnents, subdivisions, re-zoningsj 
building permits, land use oahtracts,.and S t i a t a T i t l e s v ^ ^ 
the purpose of the: proposed x i e r o l c ^ ^ i s fc«.ie^icull3iiral use. 

VJhere a person having any interest i n farmland is".aggrieved by an 
action taken under authority of t h i s Order, he may appeal to the Environment 
and Land Use Ccntnittee, v*»o may hear the appesd and vary, ameni, rescing or 
confirm the action. o| 

DAIED the 18 day of Jan A.D. 1973 

"D.D. Stvipich" 
Minister of Agriculture 

APPROVED t h i s 18 day of Jan A.D. 1973 

"E. DaiUy" 
Presiding Marber of the Executive Council 
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report: 

raAT Section 6 of the Environment and Land Use Act, being 
Chapter 17 of the Statutes of B r i t i s h Coluittia, 1971, provides that on 
the reccnmendation of the Canmittee, the Lieutenant-Governor i n Council 
may make such orders respecting the environment, or land use, as he may 
consider necessary or advisable: 

AND THAT the Camdttee has recommended that from December 
11, 1973 and henceforth* u n t i l further order or further provision by 
statute to the contrary, a l l subdivisions of farm land (as defined 
i n Section 2 of the Taxation Act, being Chapter 375 of the Revised 
Statutes of B r i t i s h Columbia, 1960, and amendments thereto) including 
a l l lands deemed by the Camdttee to be suitable for c u l t i v a t i o n of 
ag r i c u l t u r a l crops, be prohibited: 

AND TO REOOMVEND THM, pursuant to Section 6 of the Environment 
and Lai5d Use Act, a l l subdivisions of farm land, including a l l lands deened 
by the Ccratdttee to be suitable for c u l t i v a t i o n or agriculturcd crops, u n t i l 
further order or provision by statute to the contrary, be prohibited. 

DATED t h i s 20 day of Dec A.D. 1972 

"D.D. Stupich" 

Minister of Agriculture 

APPROVED t h i s 20 day of Dec A.D. 1972 

"E. D a i l l y " 
Presiding Member of the Executive Council 



Approved and ordered this 25th day of Ootober 

Al the Executive Council Chamber, Victoria, 

PRESENT: 

, A.D. 19 73 . 

(A/ 
Ueuienant-GoYemor. 

The Honourable 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

To Hb Honour 

> The ZJeuteTiant-Govemor in Council: 

The undersigned has the honour to report: 

D a i l l y 
Williams 
Barrett 

?AIJ1^^ COLUMBIA 
LAND COMMISSION 

Macdocald 
Stupich Î JAR 0 8 1974 
Nimsick 

R t C c I V ,E D Strachan R t C c I V ,E D 
King BURNABY, B.C. 
I^riFicr 
Cocko 
Hartley 
Lea 
Radford 
Lauk 
Klcolson 
Yoting 

ia the Chair. 

THAT section 6 of the Environment and Land Use Act provides that on 
the recomsendatlon of the Coraslttee, the Lieutenant-Governor i n Council may 
make such Orders respecting the environment, or land »ise, as he may consider 
necessary or advisable; 

AND THAT, pursuant to section 6, Orders In Council 4483/72^157/73 and 1891/73'were made; 

AND THAI I t Is considered necessary and advisable to amend the appeal provisions of Order In Council 157/73; 

AND TO RECOMMEND THAT, pursuant to section 6, the appeal provisions con
tained In Order In Council No. 157, approved January 18, 1973, be amended by 
deleting the f i n a l paragraph and substituting the following: 

"Where a person having any Interest In farmland Is aggrieved by any 
action taken under authority of t h i s Order, he may appeal to the 
Land Commission, who may hear the appeal and vary, amend, rescind 
or confirm the action." 

M i n i s t e r o f Laucfs, Fores ts s and Water Resources 

P r e s i d i n g Member o f the E j c ^ t i v e C o u n c i l 
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r e p o r t : 

THAT Sec t ion 22 of the Land Conunission A c t , be ing Chapter 46 
of the Sta tu tes of B r i t i s h Columbia, 1973 provides that the A c t , 
except ing that S e c t i o n , comes i n t o force on a date to be f i x e d 
by the Lieutenant-Governor by hts Proclamation and that he may 
f i x d i f f e r e n t dates for the coming i n t o force of the s e v e r a l 
p rov i s i ons of the A c t ; 

AND TO RECOMMEND THAT, pursuant to the Land Coinmission A c t , 
be ing Chapter 46 of the S ta tu tes of B r i t i s h Columbia , 1973 and 
a l l other powers thereunto e n a b l i n g , that a Proclamat ion do i ssue 
f i x i n g the date of approval of t h i s order by h i s Honour the 
LieutenantrGovernor as the date for the coming i n t o force of the 
f o l l o w i n g p rov i s ions of the Land Coinmission A c t , that i s to say 
Sec t ions 8, 9 , 10, 11, 12 and 16. 

DATED t h i s 29 day of June A . D . 1973 

"David D. S t u p i c h " 

M i n i s t e r o f A g r i c u l t u r e 

APPROVED th i s 29 day of June A . D . 1973 

D. B a r r e t t " 

P r e s i d i n g Member of the Execut ive C o u n c i l 
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report: 
THM" section 6 of the Environment and Land Use Act provides that on 

the recatmendation of the COttinittee, the Lieutenant-Govemor i n Council may make 
such Orders respecting the environment, or land use, as he may consider 
necessary or advisable; 

AND THAT, pursuant to section 6, Orders i n Council 4483/72 and 157/73 
were made; 

AND THAT i t i s considered necessary and advisable to further define the 
intent, and extend further the c ^ l i c a t i o n , of Order i n Council 157/73; 
M © TO REOCMMEND THAT, pursuant to section 6, the prohibitions contained i n 
Order i n Council No. 157, approved January 18, 1973, be further c l a r i f i e d by 
deleting paragraph 2 of page 2, and substituting the following: 

"No person s h a l l issue or cause to be issued a building permit 
authorizing the construction of a new building on farm land 
other than for a g r i c u l t u r a l purposes, except that t h i s order 
s h a l l not prohibit the construction of one single family 
dwelling per l o t provided that the dwelling i s e l i g i b l e f or 
the hate-owner grant". 

DATED THIS 31st DA^ OF May A.D. 1973 

"R . Williams" 
Minister of Lands, Forests and Water Pescurces 

APPROVED THIS 31st DAY OF May A . D . 1973 

" E . D a i l l y " 
P r e s i d i n g Mtanber o f the Execu t ive C o u n c i l 
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c 

recommend: 

THAT O r d e r - i n - C o u n c i l No, 157/73 be amended by s t r i k i n g 
out the words "No m u n i c i p a l i t y , r e g i o n a l d i s t r i c t or the C i t y 
of Vancouver s h a l l pass a zoning by - l aw , or enter i n t o a land 
use con t r ac t , a u t h o r i z i n g farm land to be used for non-
a g r i c u l t u r a l use" , and s u b s t i t u t i n g the f o l l o w i n g : 

"No by- law or land use con t rac t of a m u n i c i p a l i t y , 
r e g i o n a l d i s t r i c t , or the C i t y of Vancouver s h a l l 
be deemed to au thor i ze farmland to be used for 
n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l use con t ra ry to the p rov i s i ons 
of t h i s O r d e r . " 

DATED th i s 21 day o f June A . D . 1973 

"David D. S tup i ch ' 

M i n i s t e r of A g r i c u l t u r e 

APPROVED t h i s 21 day of June A . D . 1973 

" D . B a r r e t t ' 

P r e s i d i n g Member of the Execut ive C o u n c i l 

( 
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PART I: THE ORDERS-IN-COUNCIL 

DATE RELEVANT DOCUIiENT 

2 Apr. 1971 Environment and Land Use Act. S. B. C. 1971, cl7 

List of names of members of the "Environment 
and Land Use Committee" as of August IS, 1973 

Summary of reasons why the govemment felt it 
necessary to take steps to protect agricultural 
land in British Columbia 

29 Hov. 1972 Govemment announces to the B. C. Federation 
of Agriculture that a policy of farmland pro
tection would be forthcoming. 

11 Dec. 1972 Letter from the Hon. Minister of Municipal 
Affairs to all Mayors and Chairman 

20 Dec. 1972 Order-in-Councll 4483/72 

18 Jan. 1973 Order-in'-Council 157/73 

16 Feb. 1973 Letter: the Hon. Minister of Agriculture to 
all Regional Districts and Municipalities. 

19 Apr. 1973 Minute of the Environment and Land Use 
Conmiittee. 

COMMENTS ATTACHMENTS 

Establishes an "Environment and Land Use Committee" of the cab- I - a 
net with power to make recommendations to the Lieut-Gov. in Coun
cil regarding "the development and use of land" -(among other 
things). 

I - b 

Evidence was noticed of increased speculation in agricultural 
lands. 

I - c 

CAUTIONS Chairmen of Regional Districts and Mayors of Munici- I - d 
palities not to adopt land use by-laws that migiit prejudice 
farm land. 

FREEZES the Subdivision of land which at that date was classi- I - e 
fled as "Farm land" for real property tax purposes 

FREEZES the Subdivision and use of land classed as 1, 2, 3, or I - f 
4 in soil capabilities for agricultural purposes according to 
the Canada Land Inventory evaluation, BUT PROVIDES FOR EXCEP
TIONS in the case of "substantial commencement". 

OUTLINES policy for xmiform administration of the Orders-ln I - g 
Council by local authorities and DESCRIBES a method of appeal 
from a local refusal'-to-the-Environment (i Land Use Committee.-

RELEASES URB-1 and URB-2 acres of the Lower Mainland Regional 
Plan, including amendments to March 1, 1973, from the Orders-
in-Council. 



DATE RELEVANT DOCUMENTS 

29 May 1973 Letter from the Environments and Land Use Com
mittee to a l l Regional D i s t r i c t s 5 Munic ipal i t ies 

Name and address of Secretary to the "Environ
ment" 
Names of members o f the Technical Committee 
ass i s t ing the Environment 6 Land Use Com
mittee 

27 June 1973 Order- in-Couhcl l 1891/73 and accompanying 
l e t t er of the Hon. Minis ter of Lands, 
Forest 5 Vi'ater Resources. 

2 July 1973 Subsection (11) of section 3 of the Land 
Commission Act . 

COMMENTS ATFACaMliNT. 

PROVIDES for a three phase THA;,' in the FREEZE to avoid an a r t i - I -
f i c i a l shortage of land for housing: 
Phase 1. Individual appeals to the Environment Land Use 

Conmiittee. 
Phase 2. Block appeals by Municipal i t ies or Regional D i s t r i c t s . 
Phase 3. Establishment of the Agricul tural Land Reserves under 

the Land Commission Act. 

I 

PROVIDES for a further TriAlV in the FREEZE by allowing the con- I -
s truct ion of one owner-occupied residence per lo t . 

PROCLAmTION of sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 16 of the Land I -
Commission Act on .July 2, 1973 had the effect of "deeming a l l 
lands which were zoned for "agricultural or farr.i use under a by
law of a municipality or regional d i s t r i c t subsisting immediately 
p r i o r to the twenty-first day of December, 1972", regardless of 
whether they were or were not covered by the exist ing freeze and 
regardless of ivhether they are in or out of the Department of 
Agriculture^ suggested Agricul tural Land Reserves. This s i t u 
ation w i l l preva i l u n t i l the o f f i c i a l Ag.ricultural Land Reserve 
plan for the Region in question has been f i n a l l y desi^jnated by 
the Conimission. In the meantime the Conunission is acceiitinr, 
requests to have some of these lands "excepted", where the a p p l i 
cants developments has been otherwise approved and i s consistent 
with the objects of the Act . 



RELGVANT DOCUMENTS 

Suggested contents of an Application for 
Exception 

Sample "Certificate of Exception" 

COMMENTS ATTACWIEN7S 

I -



1971 ENVIRONMENT AND LAND USE CHAP. 17 

Interpretation. 

Committee 
ntabllihed. 

Duties of 
the 
committee. 

CHAPTER 17 

Environment and Land Use Act 

fAssented to 2nd April, 1971. J 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Province of British Columbia, enacts as foUows:-

1. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, 
(a) "committee" means the Environment and Land Use Committee 

established under this Act; 
(b) "environment" means all the external conditions or iiifluences 

under which man, animals, and plants live or are developed. 

X (1) There is established a committee to be known as the 
"Environment and Land Use-Committee, (herein called the "committee") 
consisting of a chairman and such other merhbers of the Executive Council as 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint. 

(2) The chairman and the other members of the committee shall be 
appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council for such term as he may 
determine. 

(3) Tlie committee may determine its own procedure and may elect an 
acting chairman to act in the absence of the chairman. 

(4) If the membership of the committee exceeds three members, the 
quorum is throe members. 

3: Upon establishment of the committee, it is the duty of the committee, 
and it is empowered, to 

(a) establish and recommend programmes designed to foster 
increased public concern and awareness of the environment; 

(b) ensure that all the aspects of preservation and maintenaiice of the 
natural environment are fully considered in the administration of 
land use and resource development commensurate with a 
maximum benencial land use, and minimize and prevent waste of 
such resources, and despoliatjon of the environment occasioned 
thereby; 
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CHAP. 17 ENVIRONMENT AND LAND USE 19-20 ELIZ. 2 

(C) 

(d) 

if considered advisable, make recommendation to the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council respecting any matter relating to 
the environment and the development and use of land and other 
natural resources; 
inquire into and study any matter pertaining to the environment, 
or land use; and 
prepare reports, and, if advisable, make recommendations for 
submission to the Lieutenant-Governor in Council. 

Kljht to 
told public 
nQuLrlei, 

ot«. 

4. The commitlce may 
(a) hold a public inquiry whenever it ;ippoars lii the committee that 

the proper dctcririinalion of any m:il(er willilii Ua jiirisdiclioii 
necessitates an inquiry, and, for that purpose, the chairman of 
the committee or a member of the committee authorized by the 
committee to hold a hearing has all Ihe powers and jurisdiction of 
a Justice of the Peace under the Summary Omvicliom Act; 

(b) appoint technical committees; and 
(c) subject to the approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, 

provide for the remuneration of experts, specialists, and 
researchers and, pursuant to the Civil Service Act, of such clerks 
and other employees as may be required. 

5. No member of the committee is entitled to remuneration as a member 
of the committee, but he may be paid and receive such travelling and 
out-of-pocket expenses as the Comptroller-General may approve. 

6. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council, on the recommendation of tiie 
committee, may make such orders respecting the environment, or land use, as 
he may consider necessary or advisable, and he may make such orders under 
this Act, notwithstanding any other Act or regulation, and no Minister, 
department of Government, or agent of the Crown specified in the order shall 
exercise any power granted under any other Act or regulation except in 
accordance with the order. 

Beiru)«uon» 7. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act according to 
their intent, the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may make such regulations 
or orders as are ancillary thereto and not inconsistent therewith and as arc 
considered necessary or advisable; and every regulation or order made under 

-. this section shall be deemed part of this Act and has the force of law. 

Provision 
tor expenses 
of committee 
members. 

Orders of 
Lieutenant-
Governor in 
CouncU. 

Printed hy K . M . MAfDON*LD, Primer lo the Queen's Most F.xccllcnl M;ijesly 
in ritiht o l the Province of Brilish CoUimhia. 

1971 
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ENVIRONMENT AND LAND USE COMI«IITTEE 

CHAIRMAN: Honorable R. A. Wi l l ians (Minister of Lands, Forests 5 Water Resource) 

Honorable D. G. Cocke (Minister of Health Services § Hospital Insurance) 

Honorable J . G. Loriraer (Minister of Municipal Af fa irs ) 

Honorable L . T. Nimsick (Minister of Mines § Petroleum Resources) 

Honorable D. D. Stupich (Minister of Agriculture) 

Honorable J . Radford (Minister of Recreation 6 Conservation) 

Honorable G. R. Lea (Minister of Highways) 



REASONS FOR CONCERN AbOUT LOSS OF AGRICULTURAL LAND 

1. Losses of appi-oxiniately lU.OOO acres per year of hJKh quality 
agricultural land in the best climates on the best soils. 

2. There is less than 3̂5 of the land area of B. C. west of the 
Rocky Mountains suitable for cultivated agriculture. 

3. Approximately l/lOOth of the land area of the province has a c l i 
mate suitable for the production of tree fruits and grapes. 

4. Agriculture makes a signit'icant contribution to the provincial 
economy through basic returns to the farmer, multiplier effects 
of wliolesale, retailing, servicing etc., as well as providing 
economic diversity for the province. 

5. International concerns: 
-world wheat shortage. 
-beef shortages and price problems. 
-California and Mexico populations will eventually need all 
their food producing land for their own ever-expanding 
populations. 

-Recent America embargos on some food products likely in
dication of future things to come. 

•English and I'rench speaking population of North America is 
approximately 6% of the world's population yet it consumes 
50"o of the world's resources. The new affluence of Western 
European, Eastern Eurojiean and Asiatic peoples is creating 
increasing pressures on the world's food supplies. 

60,00i'i000 more moutlis to feed in the world.evepyyyear'. 

( 





LE'ITHR FROM THE MINISTER OF MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 

December 11, 1972 

The Mayor, All Municipalities and 
The Chairman, All ReRional Districts 

Farm and Other Land Use Policy 

In Keeping with the announced policy of the 
Government on the preservation of farm and other rural 
lands from urban land use and further subdivision of land 
it is ray intention to examine very closely any future 
requests for approval of land use by-laws that would 
allow such land use to proceed. 

For the most part, by-laws which have the 
effect of breaking up farm lands, particularly those 
classified by statute, will be considered only in the 
light of this policy. Should a Regional Board or Coun
cil wish to proceed with other applications relating to 
rural lands, they should be reviewed in the light of 
the long-range effect upon the future need for local 
services and the closeness of the land under consider
ation to the areas that already have such services 
available. 

UTiile the Department does not require 
approval of all land use by-laws, it is hoped that those.--, 
municipalities who do not require statutory approval 
will be guided by this directive. 

Yours very truly, 

James G. Lorimer, 
Minister. 



I - e 

copy of ";inute Aporoved Decenber 21, 197? - Lieutenant-r-overnor 

^ 4 8 3 , 

THAT Section G of. the "nvironnsnt and tand Use Act, heino 
Chapter 17 o f the Statutes of 'British Columbi?., 1971, provides that 
on the reccnmendation of th« Committee, the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council nay .'i'.ake such orders resoectinfi the environnent, or land 
use, as he iray consider necessary or a'lvisable: 

A>J73 THAT the Cornnittee has reconrasnded that fron December 
11, 1072 and henceforth unt i l further order or further provision by 
statute to tha contrary, aJA aubdivisi.ona of farm land (as defined 
in Section 2 of the Taxation Act, beina Chapter 37*; of the Revised 
Statutes of ar i t loh Columbia, lafjo, and amendments thereto) includ
ing a l l lands deemed by the Corrmittee to be suitable for cult ivation 
of agricultural croon, be prohibited: 

AND TO RECOHftEIv'D THAT, pursuant to Section 6 of the 
Environreent and Land Use Act, a l l Eubdivisiona of farri land, includ
ing a l l lands deer.ed by ths Cornnittea to bo suitable for cult ivation 
of aoricul tural crops, i m t i l further order or provision by statute 
to the contrary, be prohibited. 

DATED this 20 ciny of Dec A.D. 1072 

"D.D. Stupich-

Minister of Acrriculture 

APPROVED this 20 day of Dec A.D. l'\72 

( "E, Dailly" 

Presiding '̂ enribar of the Executive Council 



Copy of Minute Approved January 18, 1973 - tIeutenanf-Governor. 

157. 

report; 

THAT section 6 of tha Envlronmont and Land Use Act provides that on the 
recommendation of tha COTHII ttee. the Lleutenrnt-Governor In Council may make 
such Orders respecring tho 8nvIronm->nt, or land use, as ho may consider 
necessary or advisable; 

AND THAT, pureuonf to soctlon 6, Order In Council «483/72 was made; 

AND THAT It Is considered necessary and advisable to further define the 
Intent, end extend furthor the application, of Order In Council 4483/72; 

AND TO RECCWMEND THAT, pursuant to section 6, no non-agricultural 
development, which shall Includo developing a site, changing a land use, and 
constructing a building, except a building that Is necessary for the operation 
of a farm or a resldonco for porsons engaged In the operation of a farm, shall 
be carried out on, cr recp-^ctlnp, form land. 

For tha purposes of this Order end Order 4-483/72, "farm land" mearts any 
lend of two «cros or irsrn that Is 

(e) situated In unoroonlzed territory and classified as farm land 
OS that exprearlon In doflned In section 2 of the Taxation Act; or 

(b) situated. In o ir.unlclpal 1 ty nnd classified as f«rm land under 
section 332 of the AVinlcIpal Act; or ^ 

(c) designated as Class I, 2, 3, or 4 of thf classification of 
ool I capability for r.nrlcultiir*. developed as psrt of the 
Canada Land Invontory under the Agrlculturel and Rural 
Development Act (AKDAl (Canccia). 

No approving officer shall pursuant to the Land Registry Ant, approve 
a subdivision of 'arm land unless authorized to do so by an order of the 
Lieutenant-Governor In Coimcli or by the provision of any other Act. 

No person shniI Issue or couso to bo issued a building permit 
authorizing the construction of s new building on farm land. 

No municipality, reolonal district or the City of Vancouver sha11 pass 
a zoning by-lav.', or enter into a land use contract, authorizing farm land 
to be used for non-ogrlculIurol use. 

No Registrar under the Land Registry Act shell accept an application for 
deposit of a plan of subdivision pursuant to the Strata Titles Act 
respecting farm land. 



Notwithstanding the above prohibitIons when an applicant, by sworn 
statement, provides sufficient proof to the satisfaction of the Approving 
Officer or official charged with Issuance of building permits that the 
development was substantially commenced on or before the twenty-first day 
of December, 1972, the Approving Officer or such other official may give a 
certificate to the effect he believes the development to have substantially 
commenced before the twenty-first day of December, 1972, and a subdivision 
may then be approved; a building permit may then be issued; a zoning by-law 
may then be enacted; a land use contract may then be approved; and a 
Stra'ta Titles Act subdivision may then be accepted for deposit. 

This Order shall not apply to developments, subdivisions, re-zonlngs, 
building permits, land use contracts, and Strata Tit le subdivisions vjhere 
the purpose of the proposed development Is for agricultural use. 

Where a person having any Interest In farmland Is aggrieved by any 
action taken under authority of this Order, he may appeal to the Environment 
and (.and Use Committee, who may hear the appeal and vary, emend, rescind or 

•confirm the action. 

DATED this 18 day of Jan A.D. 1973 

"O.D. Stupich' 1" 

Minister of Agriculture 

APPROVED this IG day of Jan A.D. 1973 

"£. Dal Ily" 

Presiding Member of the Executive Council 



February 16, 1973. 

To: -• Municipal Clerks-and Regional District Secretary-Traasurcro. 
Approving Officers iii l-lunicipalities and Regional Districts. 

Ea: Farm Land Preservation 
Tvro Orders in Council were recently appr\3V3d by govê l̂me.̂ t as an 

CEorgency and interim measure to ensure that land capable of saipportins 
agriculture i s not altered so that it'cannot be used for agriculture. 
It io expected legislation v d l l soon be enacted to take more con^ileto caro 
of the situation. 

In the meantime the Environment and Land Use CoEiaitte« i s coacoracd 
tlMit tha approach to the implementation of the Orders should be the same 
throu^out the province and so have instructed me to put that Coaniitteo's 
vd.chO£> on paper for distribution to a l l munioipalities, regional districta 
and tho Department of Highv/ays in British Columbia. A copy of both Ordero 
i n Council 4433/72 and 157/73 aro attached for convenience. They should 
be examined carefully boforc reading tha foUowing. 

The Connaitteo i s aware that a measure of judgement wi l l be required 
i n tha processing of ir.stream applications (those which have been received). 

Viharo your administration i s satisfied v.lth the applicant's ŝ «-om 
otatcmont i n which sho or he gives as much detail as ha or she wlshoo shov.lnj 
tho deve.lopment did indeed substantially coijmence on or before 21 Decesber 
1972, a certificate should bi ionusd. 

In rovie'.vlng an application for a certificato recognition should be 
given to: 

(a) parcel size (the smaller the parcel size tha harder 
i t i s to establish a viable farm unit) 

(b) f^^l 1, parcels in close proximity to exLetins devalopment 
(clc.-.aly surrounded on three sides by urbanized land, etc.) 

(c) whether the proposal has been prosecuted vigorously or i s 
en old dormant proposal "dragged out and dressed up" 

(d) whether there i a hardship. 



Suoh a certificate could be worded "This i s my certificate that I 
satlsJCied and believe the development of (legal description or scale isap 

vdih dimensions as required) for (size and nature of proposed land use) to 
have cabstantially comnienced before Deceiaber 22, 1972." 

2. Certificate Distribution 

Where the certificate i s for a building penult a copy should ba 
attached to the pennit and a copy should ba attached to the office copy of 
the permit and the attachment noted on the pennit. 

Where the certificate i s for a subdivision or strata t i t l e s caso 
a copy should be kept on f i l e , a copy given the applicant and,a copy sent 
to the Registrar in the appropriate Land Registry Office with a covering 
letter giving enough detail to make the case understandable. V/here the 
subdivision adjoins a Controlled Access Highway, a further copy of the 
certificate should be sent with the proposal to the appropriate provincial 
o f f i c i a l . 

The Order gives dual jurisdiction for issuing certificates - oitho? 
the approving officer or building inspector. The appropriate officer should 
ioouo the certificate. 

In cases other than subdivision v/nera, outside a samicipaUty, a 
building bylaw applies to an area ini /hich there i s need for certification 
the building inspector for that area would provide tha certificate. 

Except for the Gulf.Islands in the Capital Regional Dis tr ic t , 
a i l certificates for subdivision outside municipalities w i l l be issued 
by the Approving Officer i i i the Department of Highways. 

In those rare cases outside municipalities where t>.ere are arcis 
vrtisra there i s a zoning bylav; but no building bylaw, the Approving Offloor 
ot the Departffient of Higtarays doea a l l certification. 

3. Subatantial Comrgencemsnt 

Instream applications should be allowed where the land has been GO 
• phyoically altered that i t cannot reasonably be used for agriculture and 
whore approvals have been held out to the extent that refusal would bo a 
haydahip on the applicant ^^rh3the^ i t be a single person or a company. 

(a) Holdinj^ Out 

Holding out has been interpreted as referring to approvals 
which go to the heart of consenting to the concept of the proposed 
land use. These should include valid tentative or f inal subdivision 
approvals; metes and bounds descriptions approved by the Approving 
Officer and acceptable to the Registrar in the Land Registry Office: 



approved final subdivisions registered sixioe January 1, ,1972; 
regional district land use contract bylav/s which have been approved 
by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council; Eunicipal land use contract 
bylaws lAich have been given third reading and have received any. 
approval required \inder the Contj-olled Access Highways Act;, buildings 
for which building permits have been issued. 

However, holding out should not include expired tentative 
subdivision appi-ovals; app:'oved subdivision plans not tendered 
for deposit with the Registrar in the Land Registry Office within 
sixty days after i t hac been approved by the Approving Officer; 
metes and bounds descriptions acceptable "to the Registrar in the 
Land Registry Office which have not been granted appro%'al by tho 
Approving Officer; subdivisions registered before January 1, 1972; 
regional district land use contract bylaws which have not received 
lieutenent-Goverrior dji Council approval; nunicipal land use contract 
bylaws whioh have not'beon given third reading and have not racsivod 
and approval required under the Controlled Access Highways Act; 
zoning or rezoning bylnwa; applications for building permit; a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity issued under Public 
Ut i l i t i e s Act; a wp.ste water disposal penoit issued pursuant to 
Pollution Control Act, 1967; a water licence; a certificate of approval 
under tho Health Act. 

(b) Coggencement 

Evidence of cubstantial ooasnencement should be considered to 
include physical work which alters the land such as road or drainage 
construction, subdi\dsion u t i l i t y installation, foundation excavation, 
concrete foundation slabs, and buildings under construction. However, 
VJherc physical work'leaves tho land t i l l ab le , i t should not bo 
considered to be substantial conaencement and thie v/ould includo 
clearing, grubbing, fencing or the installation of drainage t i l e 
or water pirns not part of a svibdivision. 

h. Refusal 

In a l l , cases where an approval or permit is denied because of tho 
Orders i n Council tho applicant phoul.d be notified in wi t ing and the notif
ication should fi'lly state t\-.'i reasons. 

Irfhore an application has been denied, the authority denying i s 
ad'idood that i f the applicant app̂ -â .s the decision i t may be requested by 
the Enrivonment and Land Use Coand-ttee to pro'/ide relevant inforsation i n 
order to properly ooneideL- t \ i o appeal. 

5. Appeal 
Where a percon havir-g an intere.st i i i fa.-m land is aggrieved by any 

action taken under authority of Order 157/73 he nay appeal to the Qiyironiaent 

file:///inder


and Land Use Committee. Appeals are to be In writing. Appeals are to be 
addressed to the .Secretary, Environment and Land Use Cocaittee, Parlia.>Bent 
Buildings, Victoria, and should set out relevant details and enclose any 
plans and documents the applicant doens necessary, including a copy of the 
letter of denial. 

There i s no appeal to any Minister of the Crown and a l l prospective 
appellants should be so advised. 

6. M.scel3.aneous. Questions 

(a) Vrnere tha subdivision of farm land for tgricultural use i s proposed 
tho principal question i s whether tho parcels so created would be 
viable farm units. Ir. determining this the Approving Officer woiild 
find i t useful to have an opinion as to whether a l l parcels would 
qualiiy for farm classification in assessment terms. The thoughts 
of the Assessor or other appropriate government officials may be 
sought. 

, (b) Buildings necesf?a.ry for the operation of a farm or a residence for 
a person engaged in thft opfi.ration of a farm are permitted to qualif^r 
under the Order. Ti-.e principal question i s whether the land i s i n 
fact a •/iable faim or capable of being made a viable farm unit. In 
dotormining tlds, tho isauer of the certificate wuld find i t ueoful 
to have an opinion as to whether the parcel would qualliy for farm 
classification in assessment terms. If the land qualifies, i t i a 
then neceoaary to deteimne i f the buildings are necessary for 
agricultural pursuits. Tho thoughts of the assessor or other 
appropriate government offi.cials may be sought. 

(c) .Tn those Instances vjhere a reason?ble proportion of the parcel i s 
"farm land", the parcel sho-jld not be subdivided at this time. 
Stress i a L i i d on tho fact that the Order i s an interim measura. 

(d) Vn̂ ere there aro no maps Eho\.drig Canada Land Inventory soi l capability 
. classification for agriculture, officials considering the issuance 

of certificates under th'3 Order should contact the nearest office 
of tha Depai-trnf̂ nt of /.criculture. and obtain the soil capability 
claasificatioii of the land ^n question. 

(o) Where without tho.ie Crdp-r.-s in Council a subdivision would not hava 
boen approved, tho Approving Officer's explanation for rejecting 
or not approvln.i^ a subdivision should include every reaf.on for taking 
that action and not givo undue streso to the Orders in Council. 

(f) The congiLeto replacement of an existiiig dwelling by a different one 
vrtiether by moving tho different dvralling onto the parcel or by the 
construction of a nev.- dwolliiig on tho site i s not considered to bo a 
substantial change to tha 3it\w.tion that exists and therefore should 
be permitted. 



It i s hopod that the. jforegoing thoughts of the Environment and Land 
Use Coiaaittee v d l l be of value to j-ou as gui.danco in the implementation 
of the Ordera in Council. Yĉ u- forbear?.aco and co-oporation i n this wry 
important issue v d l l be greatly apprnoiated. 

David D. Stupich, 
i-Iiniotor of Agricult\ii*e. 



ENVIRONMENT AND LAND Uf.-C CCir-'.MiTl ; 
P A R L I A ' i n . . . f . l . H J I S ' - I • 

:•' . May 29, 1973 

TO: Socretary-Treasurera, 
All Regional Districts. 

Re: Agricultural Land Reserves 

As you are probably aware, the Land Commission Act (Bill 42) 
has been passed and the Land Coimnission has been appointed. The 
various sections of the Act, however, do not come into effect until 
proclaimed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council, 

In order to provide for the transition from the provisions 
of Orders-in-Council 4483/72 and 157/73 to the Land Commission Act, 
the Environment and Land Use Coiranittee, the Land Comraision, and the 
Department of Agriculture have developed a three-phase process aimed 
at avoiding artificial shortages of land for housing in the short term 
while s t i l l preserving agricultural land for the long term. Because of 
the diverse nature of our Province, initially all three phases will have 
to run concurrently in the various regions of the Province, but the in
tent is to gradually shift to a region-by-regton designation of the 
agricultural reserves under phase 3. The three phases are: 

1. Phase 1. 

This involves the consideration of individual appeals by the 
Environment and Land Use Committee, which has been the basis for most 
appeals to date. Many appeals hava been approved, some have been denied 
outright, but a fair number have been "denied pending establishment of 
agricultural boundaries". The latter will automatically be reviewed 
upon completion of phase 2 and phase 3. 

2. Phase 2. 

This also involves the consideration of appeals by the Environ' 
ment and Land Use Committee, but on a blanket basis for entire areas. 



2... 

This Is wtfiere Regional District and Municipal assistance uould be 
most appreciated. Rather than lot-by-lot consideration of appeals, 
as has been the case with phase 1, the Environment and tand Use 
Committee is now asking that each affected Regional District (and 
eacH affected hhinlcipality in co-operation with its Regional District) 
submit for consideration a blanket appeal for the areas that should 
clearly be exempted from the agricultural designation under Orders-in-
, Council 4483/72 and 157/73 in the short term. This appeal should consist 
! of maps and supporting material showing existing farm areas and existing 
development, and identifying for appeal those areas surrounded by develop
ment, sewered, or clearly needed for development In the near future. 
Such appeals should logically focus in and around urban centres. The 
Department of Agriculture has prepared agricultural capability maps to 
aid in this process, and these w i l l be made available as noted elsewhere 
in this letter. Upon review by the Environment and Land Use Committee, 
appropriate areas would be released on a blanket basis, and any a r t i f i c i a l 
shortages of land or Inflated prices for houaing would be avoided. As 
this is done for an area, appeals previously "denied pending establishment 
of agricultural boundaries" will be reviewed, 

(Full or partial appeals from Penticton, Salmon Arm, Langley 
City, Katsqul, Abbotaford, Prince George, Maple Ridge, Terrace, Oliver, 
Central Saanich have already been dealt with.on this basis. The 
established and developing urban areas designated In the Official 
Regional Plan for the Lower Mainland (URBAN-1 and URBAN-2) before 
March 1, 1973, have also been exempted from the agricultural designation). 

3. Phase 3. 

Consists of a more detailed review of long term agricultural 
boundaries by the I,and Commission under the Land Commission Act, in con
junction with the broad designation of land for other major uses, 
particularly resource uses, by the Environment and Land Use Committee. 
The Regional Districts (and each Municipality through its Regional District) 
have a major responsibility in this phase. 

In order to assist with phase 2 and more phase 3, and since the 
Act (section 8 subsection 2) assigns substantial responsibility for phase 
3 to the Regional Districts and their member ^fiJnicipalities, ̂^he^ Deparir. 
ment_of Agriculture has prepared maps for .most-of--the._pxincipal_agricul-... 
turallregions of the Province sĥ  agricultural land capability _and a_ 
fi r s t run at draft boundaries aa a working basis for determining the 
agricultural reserves. In order to'present these maps with a suitable 
explanation, the Department is dealrous of arranging a meeting of a member 

..3 



3. 
of the Land Commission and appropriate staff people at a mutually 
convenient time with the fioard arid appropriate staff of each Regional 
District, together with additional representatives of its member 
Municipalities and appropriate'.representatives of their staffs. In 
order to minimize travel time, the Department would like to arrange 
meetings on the following basis: 

Vancouver loland 
Lower Mainland 
Carlbbp T . 
Central Interior 
Peace River' - j 
Kootenays - ) 
Okanagan - / 

/1 
•mi 

J 
week of Juno 
week of June 
week of Juno 
week of July 
week of July 
week of July 
week of July 

1) 
18 
25 
2 
9 
16 
23 

The Department will be tfiaking contact shortly to establish specific 
dates for meetings. 

In closing, it is the hope of the Committee that Regional 
Districts and through them their Member Municipalities will now prepare 
blanket appeals as described under Phase 2 above and forward these to 
the Ehvirorjnant and Land Use Committee for their consideration. Several 
such appeals have already been considered, aa noted above, and the 
Committee is aware that others are preparing material., The Committee hopes 
to receive most such submissions by the end of August. 

The broad allocation of land and resources is a critical concern 
throughout the Province. The enactment of the Land Commission Act in con
junction with the establishment of a Secretariat to serve the Environn-.ent 
and Land Use CoamittSe are intended to tackle the problem as quickly and 
effectively as possible. Sut there is a big job to do and we sincerely 
hope that we can hava your assistance in the process. 

The Honourable D. Stupich, 
Minister of Agriculture, 
Member,.Environment and Land Use 
Committee. 

TTf aiS le'J. C.^Lor imer, 
lini^ter of Municipal Affairs, 

er. Environment and Land Use 
Ittee. 

cc - All Municipal Clerks. 

The Honourable R.A, Williams, 
Chairman, Environment and Land 
Use Committee. 

Mr. W.T. Une, 
Chairman, 
Land Commission. 



Enclosures 

For your information, attached is a complete compendium of 
Information regarding the designation of Agricultural Land. This includes 

1. Land Coimnission Act 
2. Order-in-Council 4483/72 
3. Order-in-Council 157/73 
4. Procedures established for Order-ln-Council appeals. 
5. List of members of the Land Commission and the Environment 

and Land Use Committee. 



Mr A.Kinnear, Secretary & Co-ordinator, 
Unvironment and Land Use Coronitte, 
Parliament Huildings, Victoria, U. C. 

Technical Committee: 
A Kinnear 

R ii'ilkinson, (Agriculture) 

M Hlsdon (Highways) 

iV Tassie (Municipal Affairs) 
supported by a planner and small 
technicial staff. 
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ENVIRONMENT AND LAND USE COMMITTEE 
P A R L I A M E N T B U I L D I N G S 

VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA 

June 27, 1973 

Secretary Treasurers, A l l Regional Distr icts , 
Municipal Clerks, A l l Municipalities. 

Attertion: . A l l BulldlnR Inspectors 

Re: Building Permits on 
Agricultural Land 

As you are aware, Order-ln-Council 157/73 
limited the issuance of building permits on agricultural 
land. 

Attached is a copy of Order-in-Council 1891/73 
which amends the earlier order to allow for the construction 
of buildings for agricultural purposes, and for not more 
than one owner-occupied residence per lot. 

Yours truly. 

RoberT Williams, 
Chairman. 



Copy of Minute Approved June 4, 1973 - Lieutenant-Governor. 

1891. 

report: 

THAT section 6 of the Environment and Land Use Act provides that on 
the recommendation of the Committee, the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may make 
such Orders respecting the environment, or land use, as he may consider 
necessary or advisable; 

AND THAT, pursuant to section 6, Orders in Council 4483/72 and 157/73 
were made; 

AND THAT it Is considered necessary and advisable to further define the 
intent, and extend further the application, of Order in Council 157/73; 

AND TO RECOMMEND THAT, pursuant to section 6, the prohibitions contained 
in Order In Council No. 157, approved January 18, 1973, be further clarified by 
deleting paragraph 2 of page 2, and substituting the following; 

"No person shall issue or cause to be Issued a building permit 
authorizing the construction of a new building on farm land 
other than for agricultural purposes, except that this order 
shall not prohibit the construction of one single family 
dwelling per lot provided that the dwelling is eligible for 
the home-owner grant". 

DATED THIS 31st DAY OF May A.D. 1973 

"R. Williams" 
Minister of Unds, Forests and Water Resources 

APPROVED THIS 31st DAY OF May A.D. 1973 

"E. Dailly" 
Presiding Member of the Executive Council 



SUBSECTION 11 of SECTION 8 

Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section, 
pending the establishment of an agricultural land reserve 
in a municipality or regional district under this section, 
a l l land that is zoned for agricultural or farm use under 
a by-law of the municipality or regional district sub
sisting immediately prior to the twenty-first day. of 
December, 1972, shall be deemed to be an agricultural 
land reserve and subject to this Act and the regulations, 
unless excepted by the commission. 

APPLICATION'FOR EXCEPTION UNDER SECTION 8(11) 

It is suggested that the following items be included in 
any application to the Land Commission to have land ex
cepted from the provisions of Subsection 11 of Section 8 
of the Land Coimnission Act. 

(a) Names of registered owners. (If possible as shown 
on the certificate of t i t l e ) . 

(b) Name and address of owner or agent making the 
application. 

(c) Written statement of the history of the proposed 
development, highlighting various approvals (tentative 
or actual) received from local and provincial authori
ties together with copies of a l l written approvals 
received. 

(d) The zoning classification of the land as at the 
21 December, 1972 (and any subsequent changes). 

(e) A f u l l legal description of the property, sufficient 
to satisfy the Land Registry Office. 

(f) Three paper prints of the proposed plan of subdi
vision (if subdivision is what the applicant is seeking). 

If the Land Commission accedes to the applicant's request. 
Certificate of Exception is sent to the appropriate 
official (e.g. Registrar of Titles). 



(Sample) 

CtRTIFICATE OF EXCEPTION 

(s. 8(11) the Land Commission Act, S.B.C 1973, c. 46) 

Re: Those portions of District Lot 
(Legal 

^ " description) 
situated within the Municipality of 

shown more particularly on a pro
posed plan of subdivision prepared by 
B. C. Land Surveyor whose declaration of superinten-
ance and correctness was sworn on the day 
of . 1973. 

WHEREAS the above described land was zoned for agricult
ural or farm use under a by-law of a municipality or reg
ional district subsisting immediately prior to the twenty-
first day of December, 1972, and as such was deemed to be 
an agricultural land reserve under section 8 of the act; 

AND WHEREAS the owner of the land has applied to the Land 
Commission to have the land excepted from the effect of 
subsection (11) of section 8 of the Act by reason of: 

(Examples) 
(a) approvals have been obtained from the Municipality 

(b) approvals have been obtained from the Department of 
Highways under the provisions of Order-in Council 
#157/73; the Department of health, and from the Water 
Resources Service. 

(c) the subdivision was substantially commenced prior to 
Deccr.\b2r 21, 1972 as indicated in a statutory dec
laration that a l l roads have been cleared and con
structed to grade and that sewer mains '. 
have been installed; 

AND VfllEREAS the Provincial Land Commission by Resolution 
00/7.̂  dated the day of 1973 granted the owner's 
application for exception; 

NOIV THEREFORE I hereby certify that tlie above mentioned 
land is excepted from the effect of subsection 11 of sec
tion S of the Land Commission Act, S.B.C 1973, c. 46. 

Dated at Burnaby, British Columbia this day of 1973. 

Chairman, 
Provincial Land Cominission. 
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PART IT - continucu 

:JVn RiL!'.Vi.:.T liOCPi'-Tl" 

fThcse yections Outl ine s-.i'.j .̂ary of spctions •. i!) nnu 11 ot" 
j i roc la i rc l on t'.ic I.anU rf^—.ission \ c t . 
July 2, li)731. (for use only as a .:!ii(Jc to locatin;: the r e l e 

vant subsections in the Act i t s e l f ) . 

11 July ly75 Ml^KjR.'WLiUIl" of the U. C. Laiiti Commission on 
tiie preparation of A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Reserve 
Plans, etc . 

PKOPnstU RtCULATIONiS regard!n", presentation 

standards of A.i^ricultural Land Reserve Plans. 

- - - Possible forra of Regional D i s t r i c t UY-LA/.' 

Statement of COMIIISSION'S PO[,TCY re-^ardin;; 
A.rrrcul tural Land Reserves. 

1) A p r i l 1975 Floou control requirements 

Scction o Gcals with tlic iiroparation, nj.pro-.al and f ina l 
UliSICNATIO'; of "A;-,ricultui-al L.'iiKi Reserves". 

Scction 'J outlines how :;ovcrn;:icnt tiouies nnu a'.;;;rieveu 
private owners nay n|ii)ly to have land tXCLUDhU fro:.i 
an "A-.ricultural l.anJ De^prve". 

Section 10 specif ies \iiat a ncrson may or ,nay not uo within 
an "A-.TicsUtiirnl I.anii ;?eserve". F" •A'^c rjntllnes 
the rcsnoiisibi 1 i t i cs ol" local rovennciits , nuulic 
a f f a i r s , ap)irovi;ir. o f f i c er s , i.oarus of Variance aim 
ile.Tistrars of t i t l e in tlic IMPLii.'i.ilvTAriO.'. of the Urno 
Conmission \ c t . 

Section U "nVovidcs That certain lots of Icr.s than ? ncr'^s in 
s ize as well as sone non-confomin,- uses arc l-.Xi;Ml'T 
from the Act . 

file:///iiat


r.\KT II: TtU; COJfllSSIUN ACT fwith back-roiiii- raatcrial) 

DATi; 

;) Jan. i;)75 

Pc'o. lii7.S 

22 June l.-f75 

22 June . 1975 

17 Apr. 1J75 

REI.HVA;."!' nocirn;:;T 

I.xtract fron U. S. Senate ;alJ_S^2_6S in tro -
liuceu !iy Scn.ntor .In'ckson'(.ash.) nnJ 19 other 
i l . S. .Scn.itors. 

I'xtr.Tct frOTi iIoi iscj . i l I Jo. 7_yi f5".t.-)te 
'.•:.ishin~ton) in'tfomiceil hy Uoprcscnt.ntivo 
lUuechcl and IS other state rcprcsontati vps. 

Newspaper c l i p p i n r ; The Globe and t !a i l , 
Toronto, Ontario , Tuosday June 5, 1977^, Pn-\c 
33 on the new Ontar^io-jPlannin^. and Develop-
ncnt Ac t , 1975, quoting the Premier of 
Ontario. 

Extracts fro:i the proceeuini;s of tlie Legis
lature of the Province of Ontario fcominents 
of the iion. Mr. Stewart to .'Ir. U. I". I.i.xon, 
Leader of the Opposit ion). 

The Land Cominission Act 

COM!n:NT ..\ frAC; li-IL.s 1 

The U. S. Consress find.i th.nt the incrc;isc<i s i : c , f^cale anu I' - ,! 
imi.Tct of iirivnto nctiop.<; h.ovo created ri s i tuat ion v.hcrc Urnu 
use man.T-'ement decisions .nre bcin- bnseu on î XPi-.DIEN'CY .?nu 
S,;ORT-TURM HCO:COHtC CnN.'SIDERATI"'.S. 

The V.ashiniTton State l e - i s l a t i v o identific.-; the need, in the II - i' 
interest of the wcl l -bcin^ of the people of the st.-ite, to form-
lil.ntc ilXCIin^IO.CAL I'LAA â;<T, and iU.GUIATOUY PliOCi-.SSllS .Tiiii to f-iOIJllOR 
continii.nUy certain areas and tyiies of development. 

The Ontario Minister of Economic and Interiovcrnraental A f f a i r s II - c 
is .ijiven the power to A'-tt;:.'!) local plans to resolve conf l i c t s .inii 
to this end nay RE'jUIRE the adoption of local pl.nns and the 
passarje of local zonin;: by-l.nws. 
He may also acquire land by liXPROPRIAlUK (unlike the powersjn 
the i>j_C. Land Comiss ion Ac t ) . Provincial plans in Ontario 
PRTfVAIL over "any co'nflTctTn;; provisions of local plans or bv-Iaws. 

A Minister of the fiovernrient of the Province of Ontario explains 11 - u 
that i t i s not possible to pay compensation on a l l tlic acreage of 
land in the province that maybe put under laiiu-usc contro l . 

Provides for pvovince-v.iun zonir'i oi' .n-'riciltiiv-il liiiiu-; ry t'-e 11 - u 
co-ordinateu efforts of '•Uinicipa 1 i t i e s , l<e;,ional L i i s t r i c t s , tiie 
u. C. Laiiii Coiiimission ana the Cnljinet. 
.Allows the Land Conunission to buy lami ior i'uicil.^niil.'i', P.\Ri\L.\..i)--
lA:iUii.V\^ and 1-ARMLVil) PliRPO.Si.S. 

http://iIoiiscj.il


93D CONGRESS 
Ur SKSSIOW 

I N T H E SENATlJ] OF T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S 

JANUAHY 9,1073 

M r . JACKSON (for hiiiifadf, Afr. Br.u.jioN, M r . linNNm', Mr. Ciumcir, Mr. 
DouiNiCK, Mr. FAK.SIN , M r . Giuvr.i,, Mr. GIIHS;J;Y, Mr. HATFIW,I>, Mr. 
HUMPIIHEY, Mr. INOU'SK, Mr. MAONUSHX, Mr. MK'foAr,K,Mr. Moss, Mr. 
PASTOHB, Mr. KANDOIXH, Mr. Kimcorr, j\Ir. STEVENS, ^ r . TArr, and 
Mr. T O N N E Y ) introduced thn following bill; which was r(~*d twiiie and 
rofcrrod to tho Commitf«^ on Interior and Insular AfTairs 

A BILL 
To establish a national land use policy, to authorize the Socre-; 

tary of the Interior to niake grnnts to assi,st the States to 

develop and implement State land use programs, to coordi

nate Federal programs and policies which hnvo a land use 

impact, to coordinate planning and management of Federal 

lands and planning and management of adjaecnt non-Federal 

lands, and to establish an Office of Land Use Policy Admin

istration in the Department of the Interior, and for other 

purposes. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of Rep-esenta-

2 lives of the. United Sfatex of America in, ConrjreM ostemUed, 

3 That this Aot m.ay he cited OR the "Land Use Policy and 

4 Planning Assistance Act of 1973". 



o 

I TITLK I~PlXl)I\(lft, POLTGY, AND UrOSl-: 

|) KINI)IN(!S 

;[ KKC". 101. (il) Tlio (loiigrcss licnOiy liiids lli.il l!i(!rc is 

4 a njilioiial iiifcrcsl in a more, ('friciciit sj'sloiu of laiid im: plnii-

r, niiig ami (lc'cisi()iiiiiM];iii<^ and thai llie rajiid and ooiilinucd 

(j growtJi of tho Nalioii's iKipulaliiin, c.xpandiiiff urban dcvcloii-

7 lucnt, i)r(ilif(!ratiii(; (raiisjiorfnliori sysleiiis, larg(!-.'-:caI(' iudiis-

8 trial and wonoiiiif. gniwdi. confliois in jiallonis of land iis(i, 

9 fragiiuiiilatloa of govornnKUital culilios exercising land use 

3(3 i)laniiing powers, and (he increased size, scale, and iin]iacl 

II of private actions, have created n. situation in which land use 

32 nianagenu-nt decisionsof wide public eoni'ern often arc being 

33 jnnde oa the basis of exi)ediency, tradition, short-teiTn eco-

14 noinic considerations, and other factors which loo fre()uenlly 

1.5 are mirelatc^d or ctuifradieldry to sound enviroinnental, o.co-

16 noinic, nnd social land use considerations. 

17 (b) The Congress finds tlinl the (ask of land use plan-

18 ning and management i.s made more difficult by (he lack of 

19 understanding of, and the failure to assess, the land use im-

20 pact of Federal, regional, State, and local programs and pri-

21 vate endeavors wliieli do not possess or arc not subject to 

22 readily discernible land management goals or guidelines; and 

23 that a national land use policy is needed to develop a na-

24 tionnl awareness of, and ability to measure, (he land use im-



Read f i r s t t ime Februa ry 12, 1973, and r e f e r r e d to CoiiUiii t tcc 

on S t a t e Government. 

liOUSfi BILL NO. 791 

^ , • R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s L M u o c i i c l , 
S t a t e ot Washm^.ton , . . . ... \ 
4:>rd Ue.f'ular S e s s i o n , • / ..i • 

ICopet, l i rowi i ,Nor th ( l i O i s J , 
Mattows , K i i a a b o l , Vw f te i ' son , 
iiot^p.ins, P e r r y , Rabol , i '^clson 

1 FIHOINGS, l'0'i,ICY AMO PlIRI'OSK 

i iijiii §££TJ.!̂ Ei.*. Section 1 - - 1 0 1 . I'liJyiKG.". (i) Vhe lt";islaLoru 

.1 tlndfl that «l\J.Jo t l ic ;̂ i:Uw-.ry -(.-.̂ .(lonfii h i l i t y tor lau'.f ur>G p i d m u T i •jr.l 

14 iBfin.-itioiiurit rpiStLi witK U ' C - T I 'yovi'̂ fnr.ionts, (.i>c DIBIIII.->L' in viiirJi tliis 

G rt^xipontj Uti ity ie MX.->Loi.i.ntl l . A i i a. tTJomyn' iou: ; Cliicnce •jpo!! t lû  

0 uti].iti', ttu; ciiitl • t,.tio t'utLico o.* Itin i<uiilic dosf lLn J ru l r. l i 

7 lands; t h r . t tlie inch. of a . ' i t A t u ]d»rt usn po) ioy hd.*̂  cr^-.ittjd 

0 t l i ( : £ i . t : i i l t . i e s ti.'i: local p i i i i i i i i r K j ofiorty; arni t twil llie l-iiluro t c '^\i\v. 

oc, in sonio c.\t:L!S, t i m «x I J i ' v O n c : ' of jjoof or i :if; iJ/f-'Cti v*- p i A f H i i / n ) dfui 

10 ceijiilation fit. I r.c loi^'il jovoi poscL- soL'iou.s prnbXei";; oC luoTti 

n concern and oit'>r, tcsulty ii; i r i T H p a f ^ M o dn̂ unye to n - i t ' J i a l , £ ta jr : t f i 

12 vhich at'C of ijioat vwi-'oruanco to t.hi' ( ' o o p i t ; of t l i < ; . = i t . i ( . o . 

n (2) Tho li-yisl-icuro herjaty finds tfi.ii, th<?to is d .r.t.ilo ^ 

11 interest in an oftici^nt £:y.su<-!3: of l a n d use p l a n n i i i M cc.n ?j 

IS ducialoii-nAkiiig, und t l i A t the cont.iimod cji-ovth of t f t t - rL.it.c'i^ | 

It popiilat Loi;, e x p a i . d i n g U L ' b d r i do v*>] opRont , conj^licts in o a t t u r n f l u f - | 

17 Iftnd use, f ra^ncntfltioii ox y o v 3 n i u < ? n t i j l ontiti**;; e>-ouc:i . '^ i i . y Imid n o o | 

1(1 plftuninq pow«^cs, jind tlio incr<5a.s«d y i s o , scale, an̂ l i f l j ' ac t of ^'civd^u | 

ly actions hnvti cteatcia A s i t t w i t i o n in v l i i c h l a n d uno d e c i s i o n s oC »/io'; I 

20 puhltc coiicurn often aro b e j . n g c i a d c ; o n the basi.s of e xn4;d i cncy, |̂  

21 ttrtdttion, ahort-terni econouic conaidocationu, and othvr fdc»;ot.s ^ 

22 which too fjroijuontly are iinrwlatod oi: coiilradictocY to t h e tnuJ. f 

?.l coiicccDK of uound pldniilncj. - | 

2U (3) ThC' log is l i ture Cinds that cwi't^in areati and c>irt*iin tv("'i: h 

25 of dovclopoeiit uco of soch iupoctance to the uoll-boing o£ tho p o o p l c ; 

26 of tho state as to wairrant except ).on<il considefo tion in the planiufiy 

27 ond roqulitocy ptocecs, and that tho state has an ohli'j^it ton to 

2fl formulaio cc i t cr ia Jor identif yiti-j the.'so siyniticant ar̂ îis and | 

?.S dovelopments and tho substMjuont co-spotislbii i t y of spocifying and then 

30 continually oonitofinq thea, % 

31 t'i) Vhe lo'jislatuce fiiidt; that tlte taaJt of land use- i>laniiin'j 

32 and nan a gone nt is uadc Koie d i f f i cu l t by thp lacii of undcrutandinci 

off and tho failure to assess, tho Itnd uiju iiipact of fociuralf s t A t c , 



ONTAKIO LEGISLATURE 

Mr. R. F. Nixon: lie fiaid \vc SIKVIM ns!; ' 
tlic iiiinislcr !or his views. 

lion. N(r. Stewart: We-ll ihi; r.ionilKr Ii:.-
my vjî ws, in ihnt I j-ist tlon'l sif luiw it's 
possiliK' to pay conipcn'-ah'iin for html iln' 
may ha put nntlcr !:iml-u.i-,' cinlid. i tliinl;. 
Mr. Speaker, it is -v.-ll to ipc.tii :i.at li.i 
Oni.irio r<:{U'!a!i.''n ol A-.'iifull.iie .i:-cl iri(lt«.i! 
mO't olhtT fann or;.M!ii::aliojii••:uiri I lliiii'; 
p.irlicul;iii,v of t!u' Oiit.uio Sni] ini) Cnip 
Jiii]'jn>\*i.-m;iil .Avsviciatiou—1I;UT Iv-<-n ur 
for iiDiiic tiiMO (!ut iliiTO h.' a tur.il i.in.d-iiso 
proerainnie fo:' Vhe Pinvi-i-.-p of 0'U:ifto. Tliit 
lia\-;nt! bi-eii tlic caso, and llie ,yii\-̂ -innici't 
liaxiiiR takr'ii tlic initi.Uivo with Oii-i 
vtrnhivo of placinc liiv (U-vdcpinrnt pro-
priMnme for the cnliro pi;)\ii:ci; frr lar-i! 
ill tlu.' disposal of tho \ocA iiv.micipnlitir.i 
wiiliin tin; Ki''*lolint'S lh;U are lai-i down 
wh.it I ibinlc is a very e.vctlKMl Act, inlrn-
du od liy ihf provincial TrenMircr (Mr. 
While), then I dcn't sec how it is postihlc 
for us lo possibly pay ccir.pcii-alinn on all 
acir!»3^' land in ih'S pio\;n(.c. To me, it irsi 
is not possible and I don't thi[ik il is rnuV. 
expected, 

A frreat many farmers have said to mc 
th.-̂ t wliile jt would be a very dcsiiuule thinp. 
to have— 



mkts'm or reprcscilnlives the flovornmcni. arst bcMr. 
from. Iftia! councils an'.l pro- (.•ommifsioniiig reports on llis 
vincial Jioiiiinecs, to prepare a area. One of the ni.nn prob-

. reoi'i'teci "io' the Goveriirnenl 
last D2ccmb(;r. 
Tho Go\'ernmenl rejccled 

Jnprecedsn?ec? controls. necessary, 
Davis -sesys in introducing bnd bills 

Trume William Davis marlc 
it plain yeslpvday that, the 
days when someone co;ild (io 
wliatever he liked with 
land have pas'jod. 
Tlu-y have passed because 

of Ihe IhrenI of urban .sprawl 
and .vciterday the (Ivcriiment 
ijitroduced llireo bills in Ihe 
Legislalure designed in dilfcr-
cm Mays and hi (litfcrenl 
p. r e a s lo check indi.5-
ciimiiialc development. 
The Coveriinienl made an 

event of ll. T!ie Hou.̂ e was ad
journed for the allernooii and 
.\lPPs and municipal jioliti-
cians palhcrod in an audiio-
rinm to hear and tee what it 
all meant. 

-Mr. Davis, opening the 
presentalion, lold them he 
v,-as sure they all recognized 
"Ihe vital iiecossiiy of check-
in;: urban spra\vl. cf prcserv . 
ing comnniuily idenliEy and ot 
ensuring that' there 'will al
ways he .luflicient Rrcen 
space arnon,? the f;rcy. 

"I am sure, loo, that collec
tively ihe pi'.hlic recognizes 
Ihis' need for .some farm of 
control and eon.siders it lo be 
a cornmendabic and neces-
sarv joal." he said. 
But to Bchleve this goal Ills 

Government i.i havinq h iin-
pose regulations for the plan-
nlug of land use on a scale 
.Dreviously unknown in Onta

rio. 
. "Traditionally, ownership o[ 
a iiM,t "f land h-is been an in-
dividual'a most cheiished 
mark ot independence, and 
there was a time when the 
i/wner cn,!oyed the privilege of 
putting his' land to whatever 
use he ciiose. 
"Now we are faced with the 

Ihreal of urban sprawl, ff w'e 
are to ball its advance and lo 
conlrol it, all of us—with ihe 
co-operation nf Ihe. private 
sector—must a g j- e c upon 
some basic principles ?ovei'n. 
in'̂  fnlure use of our land." 
ii'-. Davis tcid. 
"Tiiere may bj ihoie u'lio 

will si.i' that what we arc pro-
Kfv.iT-.'i goes loo • far. Others . 
may "contend that our proi'jos-
als'do not ,qo far enough. tVe 
ice! that tlie presentation you ' 
are about lo see. Ireads a 
course of reason between ex-, 
trerne points of view.' 
. Tlie Lexislalion iiilroduced 
yesterday M'ould allow the 
province lo force municijiali-
ties to produce land-use plans, 
set up a comiiii.s.sion In pro
duce a master plan for the Ni
agara Escarpmtnl, and estab-
lisn a scries of parks—and 
•parks associated with utility 
corridors—lo separate towns 
north and west of Toronto. 
Mr. Davis said Ihe legisla-

licn prcsonis a policy frame
work within which there will 
he room for debate, discus-
sion and amendment. 

file:///lPPs
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Land Cominission Act 

iiy73 

Interpre* 
ution. 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Province of British Columbia, enacts as follows: 

1. In (his Act, unless the context otJicrwisc rcquiics, 
"agricultural land" means land designated under section 8; 
"commission" means the commission establislied under scction 2; 
"commission land" means land acquired by the commission for the purposes 

of this Act; 
"farm use" means an occupation or use of land for bona fide farm purposes, 

including, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, husbandry 
of the land and the plants, and animals thereon, and any other similar 
activity designated as farm use by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council; 

"green belt land" means land referred to in scction 7; 
"land" includes any estate or interest in land; 
"land bank land" means land referred to in scction 7; 
"land reserve plan" moans a plan prepared pursuant to this Act in the manner 

prescribed by the regulations, which sets out clearly the areas within a 
municipality or regional district that, subject to the approval of the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, may be designated by the commission 
as an agricultural land reserve; 

"minister" means that member of the Executive Council charged by Order of 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council with the administration of this Act; 

"park land" means land referred lo in section 7; 
"regulation" means a regulation or order of the Lieutenant-Governor in 

Council made under this Act; 
"reserve" means a reserve of land established under section 8 of Ihis Act. 

Commission 
esUblifhid. 

2. (0 There is hereby established a coinmission to be known as the 
Provincial Land Commission (hereafter referred to as the "commission") 
consisting of not less than five members. appointed by the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council, lo hold office during pleasure, and upon their 
appointment the members constitute a corporation and shall be ihe directors 
thereof. 

(2) Each member shall be reimbursed for any reasonable travelling or 
out-of-pocket expenses necessarily incurred by him in discharging his duties, 
and in addition may be paid such remuneration for his services as a member 
of the commission as the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may determine. 

(3) Except as provided in sections 8 and 9, at any meeting of the 
conimission, a majority of the members constitutes a quorum. 

Chairman. 3. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council shall designate one of the 
members as chairman and one other member as vice-chaimian. 



4. (I) The commission is lor all purposes an agent of the Crown. 
(2) The commission may, on behalf of the Crown, carry out its powers 

and duties under this Act in its own name without specific rcrcrcncc to Her 
Majesty and may hold in its own name any land or other real or personal 
property, and likewise may dispose of, mortgage, hypothecate, pledge, and 
assign any such property. 

5. (I) The commission may, pursuant to the Civil Service Act, appoint 
such officers and employees as it considers necessary for the purpose iif this 
Act, and may determine their duties. 

(2) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint a general manager of 
Ihe commission, lo be appointed during pleasure, and may fix his 
remuneration and may declare that the Civil Service Act applies to him. 

(3) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may declare that the Civil Service 
Superannuation Act applies to Ihe members of Ihe commission and to the 
general manager. 

(4) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, engage and 
retain such experts, consultants, or specialists as it considers advisable and fix 
their remuneration. 

6. The commission may make such by-laws and pass such resolutions, not 
contrary to law or Ihis Act, as It considers necessary or advisable for the 
conduct of the affairs of the commission and, without limiting Ihe generality 
of the foregoing, may make by-laws and pass resolutions with respect to the 
lime and place of calling and holding meetings, the procedure to be followed 
al the meetings, and generally with respect to the conduct, in all respects, of 
the affairs of the conimission; and may repeal, amend, or re-enact them. 

7. (1) ll is the object of the commission to 
(a) preserve agricultural land for farm use; 
(b) encourage the' establishment and maintenance of family farms, 

and land in an agricultural land reserve, for a use compatible with 
the preservation of family farms and farm use of the land; 

(c) preserve green bell land in and around urban areas; 
(d) encourage the establishment and maintenance of land in a green 

belt land reserve for a use compatible with the preservation of a 
green belt; 

(e) preserve land bank land having desirable qualities for urban or 
industrial development and restrict subdivision br use of the land 
for other purposes; 

(f) encourage the establishment and maintenance of land in a land 
bank land reserve for a use compatible with an ultimate use for 
industrial and urban development; 

(g) preserve park land for recreational use; 
(h) encourage the establislinient and maintenance of laiid in a park 

land reserve for a use compatible with an ultimate use lor 
recreation; and 



(111) advise and assist municipalities and regional districts in the 
preparation and production of the land reserve plans required for 
the purpose of this Act; 

and, for these objects, it has the power and capacity, by itself, or in 
co-operation with Ihe Government of Canada, or any of its agencies or 
corporations, or with any deparlmenl of Government, or with a municipality 
or regional district to 

(i) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, on such terms 
and conditions as may be negotiated, and hold such land for the 
purposes of this Act; 

(j) dispose of, by sale, lease, or otherwise, commission land and 
Crown land that is in an agricultural land reserve, a green belt 
land reserve, a land bank land reserve, or a park land reserve, 
subject to such terms and conditions as the commission may 
determine; 

(k) accept gifts of land subject to such terms and conditions as the 
commission may determine; 

(1) acquire and hold personal property and dispose of personal 
properly so acquired by sale, lease, or otherwise; and 

(m) if authorized by any other Act, purchase or otherwise acquire, 
hold, administer, and dispose of land, including Crown land, for 
the purposes of that other Act. 

(2) For Ihe purposes of this section, the commission may 
(a) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, including 

Crown land, the present condition or future potential of which 
merits preservation by reason of its aesthetic quality or its 
location in br around urban areas, as green belt land; 

(b) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, including 
Crown land, having desirable qualities for urban ur industrial 
development or redevelopment, as land bank land; and 

(c) purchase or acquire land, except by expropriation, including 
Crown land, having desirable qualities for, or future potential for. 
recreational use, as park land; 

and, upon being so purchased or acquired, the green belt land, land bank 
land, or park land is established as 

(d) a green belt land reserve; or 
(e) a land bank land reserve; or 
(f) a park land reserve, 

as the case may be, and shall be subject to this Act and the regulations. 

AgricuUural 8. (I) For the purposes of section 7, the Commission may, subject lo this 
•n niirvai. section, With thc ptior approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, 

designate land, ii\cluding Crown land, that is'suitable for farm use, as 
agricultural iand, and, upon being so designated, Ihe agricultural land is 



established as an agricultural land reserve and shall be subject to this Act and 

the regulations. 
(2) The regional board of every regional district, either alone, or in 

co-operation with its member municipalities, shall, with the advice and 
assistance of the commission if required, including such financial assistance as 
may be determined by the commission, within ninety days after thc coming' 
into force of this Act or within such further time as thc commission may 
allow, by by-law, adopt a land reserve plan prepared in accordance with the 
regulations and file the by-law and land reserve plan with the commission. 

(3) The council or regional board, as the case may be, shall not adopt a 
by-law for the purpose of this section until it has held a public hearing, notice 
of which has been published in the manner prescribed in section 703 of Ihe 
Municipal Act, and except upon, the affirmative vote of a majority of all the 
members of council or of all thc directors of a regional board. 

(4) The provisions of section 703 of the Municipal Act apply, with thc 
necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to a hearing under subsection 
(3) . 

(5) Where the commission considers that the land reserve plan filed under 
subsection (2) carries out the intent and purpose of this Act, it shall, after 
approval of the Ueutcnant-Governor in Council, designate Ihe agricultural 
land shown therein as an agricultural land reserve. 

(6) Where the commission considers it necessary or advisable to amend the 
land reserve plan filed under subsection (2) lo better carry out the intent and 
purpose of Ihis Act, il may recommend to the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council amendments to the land reserve plan, and shall, after approval by Ihe 
Lieulenanl-Covernor in Council of the land reserve plan or Ihe land reserve 
plan as amended, designate the agricultural land therein as an agricultural land 
reserve. 

(7) Where the council or regional board of a municipality or regional 
district, as the case may be, fails or refuses to prepare and file a land reserve 
plan with the conimission in accordance with subsection (2), thc conimission 
shall, subject to subsections (8), (9), and (10), prepare a land reserve plan and 
submit the land reserve plan to the Lieutenant-Governor in Council tor 
approval. 

(8) The coinmission shall not submit the land reserve plan prepared under 
subsection (7) to the Lieulenaiu-Covernor in Council until it has held a 
public hearing, notice of which has been publislied in the manner prescribed 
in subsection (1) of section 703 of the Municipal Act, and the provisions of 
subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section 703 of the Municipal Act apply, with 
the necessary changes and so far as are applicable, lo a hearing under tliis "̂̂ r̂\he purpose of a hearing inrder^secu^ ^ 

Lrr;i-se:i:r,^^aiioft..e.-Mw.-nwcs 
Act, 



(b) the commission may accept written submissions ot any other 
Torm of evidence; and 

(c) notwithstanding subsection (3) of scction 2, tlirec members ol' 
the conimission have and may exercise all the powers of the 
commission. 

(10) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may approve a land reserve plan 
as submitted by the commission under subsection (7), or with such 
alterations or variations as he may consider necessary or advisable to carry 
out the intent and purpose of this Act. and the commission may thereupon, 
pursuant to subsection (I), designate the agricultural land shown (herein as an 
agricultural land reserve. 

(I I) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this scction, pending the 
establishment of an agricultural land reserve in a municipality or regional 
district under this scction, all land that is zoned lor agricultural or farm use 
under a by-law of the municipality or regional district subsisting immediately 
prior to (he twenty-firsl day of December, 1972. shall be deemed to be an 
agricultural land reserve and subject to (his Act and the regulations, unless 
excepted by the commission. 

;:«ciuiion 9. {I) Tlic Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, upon the application ol a 
-•'utiurai'iand municipalily, regional district, or (he commission, or on his own, by order, 

exclude any land, whether Crown land or private land, I'rom the reserve 
established under subsection (I) of scction K. 

(2) Subject (o subsecdon (5), an owner of land aggrieved by a designation 
by the commission of his land as part of an agricultural land reserve under 
scction 8 may, notwithstanding (ha( he appeared before, or made rcpresen(a-
(ions to, the municipality, or regional district, or the commission under 
subsection (3) or (8) of section 8, apply to the commission in the manner 
prescribed by the regulations to have his land excluded from the agricultural 
land reserve. 

(3) The commission, after a hearing held in such manner and after such 
notice as is prescribed by (he reguladons, may allow the application upon 
such terms and conditions as it considers advisable, or may refuse (he 
application. 

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (3) of section 2, for the purpose of the 
hearing, three members of the commission have and may exercise all the 
powers of the commission. 

(5) Where land of an owner was, immediately prior (o (he (wen(y-first day 
of December, 1972, zoned for agricultural or farm use under a by-law of a 
municipality or regional district subsisting on that date, the owner is not 
entitled to apply to (he commission under subsecdon (2) unless so authorized 
by a resolution of a municipality or a regional district, as the case may be. 

(6) The commission shall, at the request of the owner, 
(a) deliver to him its decision in writing; and 



} 

(b) allow him to examine and make available to him copies of all 
relevant documents in the custody of the commission pertaining 
to his application. 

(7) A person who is dissatisfied with the decision of the commission, 
(a) upon being authorized to appeal by a resolution of the 

municipality or regional district, as the case may be; and 
(b) upon being granted leave to appeal by any two members of the 

commission, 
may appeal, in the manner prescribed in the regulations to the Environment 
and Land Use Committee established under the Environment and Land Use 
Act. 

(8) Subject to the procedure prescribed by the regulations, an appeal 
under this section shall be a hearing and review, but the Environment and 
Land Use Committee may accept written submissions or any other form of 
evidence, provided any such submission or other form of evidence is made 
available to the appellant. 

(9) The Environment and Land Use Committee may, after a hearing, allow 
the appeal, subject to such terms and conditions as it may consider advisable, 
or refuse the appeal; and, in the event the appeal is refused, may order that 
any costs of the hearing be paid by the appellant, and, in the event the appeal 
is allowed, shall order that the reasonable costs incurred by the appellant be 
paid by the commission. 

(10) The commission is entitled to be a party on the hearing of the appeal 
and may take part in the proceedings. 

(11) Where land is excluded from a land reserve plan by order of the 
commission or the Environment and Land Use Committee under this section, 
the commission shall amend the land reserve plan accordingly and notify the 
municipality or regional district, as the case may be, and the appropriate 
Registrar of Titles. 

AfricuUurn) 10. (1) No person shall occupy or use agricultural land designated as an 
" ' agricultural land reserve pursuant to section 8 for any purpose other than 

farm use, except as permitted by this Act or the regulations or by order of 
the commission upon such terms and conditions as the commission may 
impose. 

(2) In addition to the exceptions, reservations, or limitations set out in 
subsection (1) of section 38 of the Land Registry Act, a certificate of title 
heretofore issued under that Act in respect of agricultural land that is 
designated as an agricultural land reserve shall be subject, by implication and 
without special endorsement on the certificate of title, to this Act and the 
regulations respecting the reserve and farm use of the land contained therein; 
and the Registrar under the Land Registry Act shall note on every certificate 
of title of agricultural land hereafter issued that is designated as an 
agricultural land reserve an endorsement that the certificate of title may be 
affected by this Act. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), the commission may, in respect of 
any agricultural land that is an agricultural land reserve, register a caveat in 
the appropriate Land Registry Office restricting the agricultural land 
described therein to farm use. 



(4) On, from, and after the twenty-first day of December, 1972, except as 
permitted by this Act, or the regulations, or by an order of the commission 
upon such terms and conditions as the commission may impose, 

(a) no municipality, or regional district, or any authority, board, or 
other agency established by it shall authorize or permit agri
cultural land in an agricultural land reserve to be used for a 
purpose other than farm use, or authorize or permit a building to 
be erected thereon except 
(i) for farm use; or 
(ii) for residences necessary for farm use; or 
(iii) such residences for an owner of Ihe agricultural land as may 

be permitted to be erected by Ihe regulations; 
(b) no person, designated or appointed under the Local Services Acl, 

shall authorize or permit agricultural land in an agricultural land 
reserve to be used for a purpose other than farm use, or authorize 
or permit a building to be erected thereon except 
(i) for farm use; or 
(ii) for residences necessary for farm use; or 
(iii) such residences for an owner of the agricultural land as may 

be permitted to be erected by the.regulations; 
(c) no approving officer under the Land Registry Act and no 

approving officer or Board of Variance under the Municipal Acl 
shall authorize or permit agricultural land in an agricultural land 
reserve to be used for a purpose other than farm use; and 

(d) no Registrar of Titles under the Land Registry Acl shall accept an 
application for deposit of a plan of subdivision under the Land 
Registry Acl, or under the Strata Titles Acl, or under the Real 
Estate Acl. all or part of which consists of agricultural land in an 
agricultural land reserve. 

Exemption. 11. (I) Section 10 does not apply in respect o f agricultural land in an 
agricultural land reserve that, on the twenty-first day of December, 1972, 
was, by separate certificate of title issued under the Land Registry Act, less 
than two acres in area. 

(2) Where a use of agricultural land that is within an agricultural land 
reserve 

(a) is a use other than farm use; and 
(b) was established and carried on continously for a period of at least 

six months immediately prior to the twenty-first day of Dec
ember, 1972;and 

(c) is permitted by, or is not in contravention of any other Acl, 
regulation, by-law, order, or any other law respecting land use, 

that agricultural land is exempted from section 10 unless and until 
(d) the use of that agricultural land is changed to a use other than 

farm use without the permission of the commission; or 



(e) any other Act, regulation, by-law, order, or any other law made 
after the twenty-first day of December, 1972, prohibits such use; 
or 

(0 permission for any other use granted under any other Act, 
regulation, by-law, or order is withdrawn or expires. 

(3) Where agricultural land, exempted under subsection (2), is sold, leased, 
transferred, transmitted, or otherwise disposed of, this Act and the 
regulations thereupon apply to that land, except as otherwise permitted by 
the commission. 

(4) The commission may, in accordance with the regulations, hear and 
determine applications for permission under subsections (2) and (3), and 
under subsections (i) and (4) of section 10, and may grant or refuse 
permission for a use of the land for other than farm use, and may impose 
whatever terms and conditions it considers advisable, and, except as provided 
in subsection (S), Ihe decision of the commission is final and no appeal lies 
from that decision. 

(4a) Where land of an owner was, immediately prior to the twenty-first 
day of December, 1972, zoned for agricultural or farm use under a by-law of 
a municipality or regional district subsisting on that date, the owner is not 
entitled to apply to the commission for permission for any other use under 
section 10 or II, unless so authorized by a resolution of a municipality or a 
regional district, as the case may be. 

(5) An owner of land aggrieved 
(a) by an order or decision of the commission refusing permission 

under subsection (1) or (4) of section 10 or under this section; or 
(b) by the terms and conditions imposed by the commission in an 

order made under subsection (1) or (4) of section 10, or a 
permission granted under this section, 

may appeal, on a question of law or excess of jurisdiction only, by way of 
stated case to the Supreme Court, and the provisions of the Summary 
Convictions Act respecting appeals by way of stated case apply, with the 
necessary changes and so far as are applicable, to the appeal, and to any 
further appeal therefrom, and a reference in that Act to a Justice shall be 
deemed to be a reference to the commission. 

Additional 12. With tespect to agricultural land designated as an agricultural land 
ajricuiturai reserve, the commission may 

(a) make agreements with the owners of agricultural land respecting 
continued farm use of the agricultural land upon such terms and 
conditions as may be agreed; 

(b) carry on farming operations on commission land or agree with 
other persons to do so; 

(c) withdraw from an agricultural land reserve agricultural land 
owned by the commission and, with the prior approval of the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, dispose of such land to the 
Crown to be dealt with under the Land Act; 



(d) dispose of agricultural land owned by the commission, with the 
prior approval of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, to private 
ownership for permanent farm use, or any other use considered 
by the commission to be in the public interest, subject to such 
terms and conditions as the commission may determine; and 

(e) subject to the approval of the Minister of Finance, or of the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs, as the case may be, establish a 
system of tax incentives to encourage the dedication of privately 
owned agricultural land to permanent farm use, and to increase 
the agricultural productivity thereof 

Caciltal 
Improve
ments. 

13. The commission may malte, place, or construct on or bring onto, or 
cause to be made, placed, or constructed on or brought onto, any commission 
land such capital improvements as it considers necessary or desirable for the 
efficient development or use of the commission land or other land in the 
vicinity, and pay for or purchase any capital improvements made, placed, or 
constructed on or brought onto any commission land by any person. 

14. Where commission lands are unoccupied or a lease of commission land 
does not provide for the payment of tax by the lessee, the commission may 
pay to the municipality or regional district a grant in lieu of taxes. 

15. The commission may establish, with the approval of the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council, a schedule of fees to be paid to the commission for the 
preparation of leases and other documents, for appraisals and evaluations of 
land, and for copies of documents of the commission. 

N o t i tht to 
compensation 
in respect 
ot reserve 
land. 

16. Land shall be deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by reason 
of the designation by the commission of that land as an agricultural land 
reserve. 

17. For the purposes of this Act, the minister may, subject to the approval 
of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, enter into such agreements as the 
minister considers advisable with 

(a) the Government of Canada; 
(b) a municipality; 
(c) a regional district; 
(d) an agent of the Crown; or 
(e) any other department of Government. 

Reports. 18. (I) The commission shall submit annually to the Lieutenant-Governor 
ill Council 

(a) a report respecting the operations of the commission for the 
immediately preceding fiscal year; 



(b) a financial statement showing the business of the commission for 
that fiscal year, in such form as may be required by the 
Comptroller-General. 

(2) The report shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly within fifteen 
sitting days from the commencement of the session next following the end of 
the fiscal year for which the report is made; but the commission is not 
required to submit its annual report less than ninety days after the end of its 
fiscal year. 

ReBuiatioiu. 19. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act according to 
their intent, the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may make such regulations 
and orders as are ancillary thereto and not inconsistent therewith; and every 
regulation shall be deemed to be part of this Act and has the force of law; 
and, without restricting the generality of the foregoing, the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council may make regulations and orders 

(a) respecting land reserve plans for, and the designation, establish
ment, and approval of, agricultural land reserves, and the 
designation of farm use; 

(b) respecting applications lo the commission for permission under 
section 10 and section 11, and the practice and procedure for 
hearing Ihe application, and for applications, hearings, and 
appeals under sections 8 and 9; 

(c) respecting residences for owners under subsection (4) of section 
10; 

(d) respecting the appraisal of land and the acquisition, by purchase 
or lease, of land; 

(e) respecting applications for sale or lease of commission land or 
personal property, or Crown land that is in a reserve, and the 
terms and conditions of sale or lease; 

(0 respecting the management and control of commission land; 
(g) prescribing the method of determining the eligibility of applicants 

to lease or purchase commission land; 
(h) prescribing the interest payable in respect of purchases from the 

commission or arrears of rents; 
(i) providing for varying, waiving, postponing, or rescheduling of 

interest or rent or the payment of interest or rent; and 
(j) respecting any other matter required for carrying out the purpose 

of this Act. 

Application 20. (1) This Act is sub'jtci to ihe Environment and Land Use Act, and the 
ofothcr Pollution Control Act, 1967, but otherwise, except as provided in this Act or 

in the regulations, this Act and the regulations are not subject to any other 
Act or regulations, whenever enacted or made, and no Minister, department 
of Government, or agent of Ihe Crown shall exercise any power granted under 
any other Act or regulation except in accordance with this Act and the 
regulations. 



(2) Notwithstanding the Land Acl or any other Act or law, the 
commission, as agent of Her Majesty in right of the Province, shall administer 
as commission land all Crown land that is established under section 7 or 8 as 
reserve land, and may sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any portion of such 
land in accordance with this Act upon such terms and conditions as the 
commission may determine. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1), where Crown land that is established 
as an agricultural land reserve under section 8 has been leased by the Crown, 
or sold by agreement for sale by the Crown and not transferred to the 
purchaser before the twenty-first day of December. 1972, and on that date 
was being used for a purpose other than farm use, but as permitted by, or not 
in contravention of, the terms and conditions of the lease or agreement for 
sale, that use may continue until the termination of the lease or the issue of 
title to the purchaser under the agreement for sale. 

(4) Subject to subsection (5), nothing in this Act or the regulations affects 
or impairs the validity of a by-law of a municipality or regional district 
relating to the use of agricultural land in an agricultural land reserve except in 
so far as the by-law is contrary to, or is in conflict with, inconsistent with, or 
repugnant to, this Act, or the regulations, or an order of the commission; and 
in case of any conflict, inconsistency, or repugnancy between the by-law and 
this Act, or the regulations, or order of the commission, this Act or the 
regulations or the order of the commission prevails. 

(5) A by-law or regulation of a municipality or regional district, or any 
provision thereof, that is, in any manner, in conflict with, inconsistent with, 
or repugnant to this Act, or the regulations, or order of the commission is 
suspended and of no effect to the extent of such conflict, inconsistency, or 
repugnancy. 

(6) A by-law or regulation of a municipality or regional district that 
provides for further or additional restrictions or conditions respecting farm 
use of agricultural land than those provided by this Act and the regulations is 
not, for that reason alone in conflict with, inconsistent with, or repugnant to 
this Act and the regulations. 

(7) Subject to subsection (8), the Companies Acl does not apply to the 
commission. 

(8) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, by order, declare that any 
of the provisions of the Companies Acl apply to the commission, and those 
provisions thereupon apply to the commission. 

Appropriation. 21. (1) For the purposes of this Act and the establishment of an 
agricultural land reserve under section 8, the Minister of Finance shall, from 
time to time as required by the commission, pay out of the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund, or the Revenue Surplus Appropriation Account of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund, or partly from the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
and partly from the Revenue Surplus Appropriation Account, to the 



commission, an amount not exceeding in the aggregate twenty-five million 
dollars. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act and the establishment of green belt land 
reserves, land bank land reserves, or park land reserves, the Minister of 
Finance may pay under the Green Belt Protection Fund Act or the 
Accelerated Park Development Fund Act, or any other Act that authorizes 
moneys to be paid for such purposes, such amounts as he may consider 
necessary for the purpose of this Act. 

(3) Further moneys required for the purposes of this Act shall be paid out 
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund with moneys authorized by an Act of the 
Legislature to be paid and applied for such purposes. 

Commence- 22. (1) This Act, excepting Ihis section, comes into force on a date lo be 
fixed by the Lieutenant-Governor by his Proclamation and he may fix 
different dates for the coming into force of the several provisions of this Act; 
and the date of the coming into force of any of Ihe provisions of Ihis Act 
may be declared to be before or after the enactment of this Act. 

(2) Where Ihe date of the coming into force of any of Ihe provisions of 
this Act is prior lo the enactment of Ihis Acl, that provision of the Acl is 
retroactive to the extent necessary to give full force and effect to that 
provision on, from, and after that dale. 

(3) This section comes into force on Royal Assent. 

Printed by K. M. MACDONALD. Printer lo the Queen's Most Excellent Mojcsly 
in ritfht ol llie Province ot British Columbia. 
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FROM: BRITSH COLUMBIA LAND COrmiSSION 

R E : AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVES 

(a) Preparation of Agricultural Land Reserve Plans. 

(b) Form of Agricultural Land Reserve Plans. 

(c) Coordination of Regional Plans with Land Reserve Plan. 

(d) Vihere Urban Encroachment on Suggested Agricultural 
Reserve Land Appears Unavoidable. 

(e) Statutory Notice of the Hearing. 

(f) Nature and Conduct of the Hearing. 

(g) The Effect of the Agricultural Reserve on Local Zoning, 
\ 

(h) Further Assistance. 
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Now that the Land Coinmission has had the benefit of 
v i s i t i n g more than h a l f of the Province's 28 Regional D i s t r i c t s , 
i t 18 possible to c l a r i f y and summarize the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
of the various Regional Boards and the Commission i n the l i g h t 
of information gained to date. 

(a) PREPARATION OF AGRICULTURAL "LAND RESERVE PLANS" 
As you have been advised, members of the B r i t i s h Columbia 

Department of A g r i c u l t u r e have prepared suggested (1st d r a f t ) 
reserve plans f o r the assistance of each Regional Board. These 
plans are the r e s u l t of extensive work done under the Federal-
P r o v i n c i a l Canada Land Inventory Program and have been (or 
w i l l be) made a v a i l a b l e to your Board on the occasion of the 
v i s i t of the Department of A g r i c u l t u r e representative. 

In p a r t i a l discharge of the Commission's o b l i g a t i o n to 
a s s i s t Regional D i s t r i c t s i n the preparation of t h e i r A g r i 
c u l t u r a l Reserve Plans, we have now arranged f o r the preparation 
of a 2nd d r a f t of the o r i g i n a l suggested reserve plans. These 
w i l l be based on, or be drawn with reference t o , l e g a l 
boundaries and should save the s t a f f of each Board a great deal 
of time. While good use may be made of the 1st d r a f t plans i n 
checking anomalies b e t t e r known to l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s , the 2nd 
d r a f t plans, as amended by the Boards, should be used at the 
p u b l i c hearings. I t i s hoped t o get the 2nd d r a f t plans i n t o 
the hands of the Boards w e l l before the l i k e l y date of the f i r s t 
p u b l i c hearings. The plans, as eunended, can serve as the 
o f f i c i a l land reserve plans accompemying the by-law required to 
be f i l e d with the Commission by section 8(2) of the Land Commis
sion Act, i f the Board so wishes. 

(b) FORM OF AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVE PLANS 
For consistency and convenience sake, i t i s recommended that 

the Regional D i s t r i c t s should use a uniform format and base 
maps f o r the o f f i c i a l A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Reserve Plans (ALRP). 
The Commission i s prepared to help the Regional D i s t r i c t s with 
t h i s task to the extent of supplying a map with suggested 
boundaries r e l a t e d t o l e g a l l i n e s at a scale of 1: 50,000 
(1^" to 1 m i l e ) . The Commission w i l l accept a d d i t i o n a l supple
mentary maps at a l a r g e r scale where the Regional D i s t r i c t thinks 
they are necessary. The acceptable scales are suggested as 
1: 25,000 (235" to 1 mile) and 1" to 800 feet (1: 10,000). Alterna
t i v e s are 1" to 2000' (1: 2U,000) and 1" to 1000' (1: 12,000). 
These l a r g e r scales may be needed f o r areas adjacent to s e t t l e 
ments . 

The Commission w i l l , as mentioned, supply d r a f t ALRP maps at 
1: 50,000. These w i l l be prepared on mylar bases, reversed 
printed with d i s t r i c t l o t s , so that the map may be a l t e r e d by the 
Regional D i s t r i c t simply by dampening and erasing the ink l i n e s 
on the f r o n t . The Commission w i l l supply maps at Is 25,000 f o r 
s p e c i f i c sections vjhere requested by the Regional D i s t r i c t . We 
assume that a Regional D i s t r i c t that wishes to use a scale of 1" 
to 800' (or 1" to 1000') already has base maps a v a i l a b l e . 
(c) COORDINATION OF "REGIONAL PLANS" WITH "LAND RESERVE PLANS" 

In the Commission's opinion, there i s no reason why the A g r i -
eult'.'val Land Reserve Plans cannot be prepared and f i l e d with the 
Commission p r i o r to the completion or adjustment of the Regional 
Plan envisaged under section 795 of the Municipal Act. •. 
We believe the e f f e c t of the Land Commission Act i s to 



c r e a t e a s t a t u t o r y p r i o r i t y o f l a n d use i n f a v o u r o f a g r i 
c u l t u r a l l a n d . T h i s ought t o be r e c o g n i z e d i n due c o u r s e i n 
the R e g i o n a l P l a n s o f a l l d i s t r i c t s , bu t t h e r e does .not seem t o 
be any r ea son why the a g r i c u l t u r a l r e s e r v e cannot be e s t a b l i s h e d 
f i r s t ; t h a t i s , w i t h i n t he n i n e t y days c a l l e d f o r i n s e c t i o n 8(2) 
o f t h e Land Commiss ion A c t . 

F o r t hose d i s t r i c t s not f a r a l o n g i n the p r e p a r a t i o n o f 
t h e i r r e g i o n a l p l a n s , t he i n i t i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y would be the 
a d o p t i o n o f an A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Reserve P l a n w i t h emphasis 
b e i n g p l a c e d on the i n f o r m a t i o n s u p p l i e d by the Canada Land 
I n v e n t o r y , as i m p l i e d i n the sugges ted Reserve P l a n . L a t e r , 
a f t e r a c a r e f u l l y c o n s i d e r e d R e g i o n a l P l a n ( f o r M u n i c i p a l A c t 
pu rposes ) has been p r e p a r e d by y o u r B o a r d , i t wou ld be p o s s i b l e 
under S e c t i o n 9(1) o f t he Land Commiss ion A c t f o r the R e f , i o n a l 
D i s t r i c t t o a p p l y f o r the e x c l u s i o n o f l a n d from the A g r i 
c u l t u r a l Reserve where a l a c k o f o t h e r o p t i o n s makes such a 
s t e p n e c e s s a r y t o accommodate urban u s e s . 

The e x i s t e n c e o f a R e g i o n a l P l a n ( o f f i c i a l o r o t h e r w i s e ) 
c r e a t e d p r i o r t o t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f t he Canada Land I n v e n t o r y 
( A g r i c u l t u r a l ) would n o t , i t seems, r e l i e v e the R e g i o n a l 
D i s t r i c t Board from the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f r e c o n s i d e r i n g t h e i r 
e x i s t i n g p l a n s i n l i g h t o f new f a c t s c o n t a i n e d i n the l a n d 
i n v e n t o r y and the new farm l a n d p r i o r i t y e s t a b l i s h e d by the 
l e g i s l a t u r e under t he Land Cominiss ion A c t . 

(d) VfflERE URBAN ENCROACHMENT ON SUGGESTED AGRICULTURAL RESERVE 
LAND APPEARS UHAVOIDADLE • 

Most o f t he sugges ted . A g r i c u l t u r a l Reserve P l a n s p r e p a r e d 
by the Department o f A g r i c u l t u r e show a reas ( i n p i n k ) f o r 
urban e x p a n s i o n i n t o n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d nea r the e x i s t i n g 
c o m m u n i t i e s . These e x p a n s i o n a reas a re o f t e n e q u i v a l e n t i n 
s i z e t o t h e b u i l t - u p a reas t h e m s e l v e s . I t wou ld seem r e a s o n a b l e 
t h a t u n b u i l t p o r t i o n s o f o u r p r e s e n t t owns , as w e l l as t h e 
above-no ted e x p a n s i o n a r e a s , ought t o be c o n s i d e r e d f i r s t when 
p l a n n i n g f u t u r e urban grov; th . 

I n s i t u a t i o n s where the R e g i o n a l Board b e l i e v e s t h a t some 
encroachment on the Sugges ted A g r i c u l t u r a l Rese rve i s u n a v o i d a b l e , 
e i t h e r by r e a s o n o f l a c k o f a l t e r n a t i v e s , o r because o f the 
e x i s t e n c e o f s u b s t a n t i a l , p a r t i a l l y u s e d , p u b l i c vzorks d e s i g n e d 
t o s e rve the vacan t a r e a , i t i s f e l t t h a t the a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d 
p roposed t o be g i v e n o v e r t o u rban uses ought no t exceed t h a t 
r e q u i r e d i n the nex t f i v e y e a r s o f p r e d i c t e d g r o w t h . Development 
beyond the f i v e - y e a r t i m e s p a n , i f documented i n a f o r m a l , l o n g 
range p l a n , may be f i l e d w i t h the Commiss ion f o r i t s i n f o r m a t i o n . 

(e) STATUTORY NOTICE OF THE HEARING 

S e c t i o n 0(3) o f the Land Commiss ion A c t makes the p u b l i 
c a t i o n o f the n o t i c e o f t he p u b l i c h e a r i n g " i n the manner 
p r e s c r i b e d i n s e c t i o n 703 o f the M u n i c i p a l A c t " a n e c e s s a r y 
p r e r e q u i s i t e t o the a d o p t i o n , by b y - l a w , o f an A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Reserve P l a n by a R e g i o n a l B o a r d . I t s h o u l d be no ted t h a t t he 
r e f e r e n c e i n s e c t i o n 8(3) i s t o " p u b l i s h " o n l y , h e n c e , i t w i l l 
no t be n e c e s s a r y t o m a i l n o t i c e s t o owners and o c c u p i e r s . 
In a d d i t i o n to the l e g a l n o t i c e r e q u i r e d , a d i s p l a y ad 
d rawing a t t e n t i o n t o t h e l e g a l n o t i c e s h o u l d be p u b l i s h e d 
e l sewhere i n the newspaper . 



( f ) NATURE AND CONDUCT OF THE HEARING 

Under the M u n i c i p a l A c t r e l a t i v e t o a p u b l i c h e a r i n g t o 
c o n s i d e r t he a d o p t i o n o f a new z o n i n g c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , one o f 
t he t h i n g s c o n s i d e r e d a t the p u b l i c h e a r i n g i s whether t he 
new c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ought t o be adopted a t a l l . Under t h e Land 
Commiss ion A c t , however , the l e g i s l a t u r e has a l r e a d y d e c i d e d 
( i n s e c t i o n ' 8 ( 2 ) ) t h a t " the r e g i o n a l boa rd o f e v e r y r e g i o n a l 
d i s t r i c t s s h a l l adopt a l a n d r e s e r v e p l a n . " Debate on 
whether any p l a n • ought t o be adopted i n the f i r s t p l a c e would 
t hus seem out o f o r d e r a t the B o a r d ' s h e a r i n g on the p l a n . 
I f t h i s p o i n t i s made c l e a r i n a d v e r t i s i n g the h e a r i n g and 
s t r e s s e d a t t he o u t s e t o f the h e a r i n g , some n e e d l e s s d i s c u s s i o n 
w i l l be a v o i d e d . 

What i s r e l e v a n t i s whe ther the c i t i z e n ' s l a n d i s 
" s u i t a b l e f o r farm u s e . " I n l i g h t o f the o b j e c t s o f t he A c t , 
" s u i t a b l e " i s perhaps b e s t j u d g e d i n te rms o f t h e s o i l and 
c l i m a t e c o n d i t i o n s , no t on such c o n s i d e r a t i o n as s h o r t - r a n g e 
e c o n o m i c s , t he d e s i r a b i l i t y o f non- fa rm uses w h i c h may be made 
o f t he l a n d , o r any o t h e r argument wh ich d i v e r t s the B o a r d ' s 
a t t e n t i o n from the i n t r i n s i c m e r i t s o f t he l a n d f o r a g r i c u l 
t u r a l u s e . By i t s n a t u r e , a g r i c u l t u r e i s a " l o n g - h a u l " 
p r o p o s i t i o n - , hence arguments based on t h e c u r r e n t marke t p r i c e 
f o r c e r t a i n c r o p s , o r on the s h o r t c o m i n g s o f t o d a y ' s t e c h 
n o l o g y , s h o u l d be put i n t o p r o p e r focus by remembering t h a t 
the b a s i c o b j e c t o f t h e l e g i s l a t i o n i s t o " p r e s e r v e a g r i c u l 
t u r a l l a n d f o r farm u s e . " 

P u b l i c h e a r i n g s o f t h e s o r t i n q u e s t i o n a r e based o n 
s i m p l e , sometimes f r u s t r a t i n g , r u l e s o f f a i r p l a y . A f t e r a 
b o a r d o r s t a f f member has e x p l a i n e d t h e B o a r d ' s p roposed p l a n 
and has p o i n t e d ou t t h e Canada Land I n v e n t o r y s o i l and c l i m a t e 
maps w h i c h were the o r i g i n a l b a s i s o f t he p roposed a g r i c u l t u r a l 
r e s e r v e , everyone a f f e c t e d , who so d e s i r e s , s h o u l d be g i v e n 
a r e a s o n a b l e chance t o p r e s e n t f a c t s , a sk qu .^s t ions about t h e 
p roposed p l a n , and make i^elevant comment by way o f argument 
as t o why the form o f the p l a n p roposed by the Board ought t o 
be changed i n some p a r t i c u l a r . 

I t i s g e n e r a l l y d e s i r a b l e f o r a Board t o make up i t s 
mind as soon as p o s s i b l e a f t e r a h e a r i n g . T h i s r educes the 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f Boai 'd members a c q u i r i n g , by i n a d v e r t e n c e , 
f u r t h e r " e v i d e n c e " V7hich t hose who a t t e n d e d the h e a r i n g may 
n o t have had a chance t o q u e s t i o n . 

(g) THE EFFECT OF THE AGRICULTURAL RESERVE ON LOCAL ZONING 

When f i n a l l y a d o p t e d , the A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Rese rve 
supercedes any l o c a l z o n i n g w h i c h may have been i n e f f e c t , 
excep t f o r p r o v i s i o n s w h i c h a re more s t r i n g e n t t h a n , but no t 
repugnant t o , the g e n e r a l s t a t ement i n s e c t i o n 1 0 ( 1 ) , v i z . , 
"No pe r son s h a l l occupy o r use a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d d e s i g n a t e d as 
an a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d r e s e r v e f o r any purpose o t h e r t han 
farm u s e , e x c e p t as p e r m i t t e d by t h i s A c t o r the r e g u l a t i o n s 
o r by o r d e r o f t he commiss ion upon such terms and c o n d i t i o n s 
as the commiss ion may i m p o s e . " 

I t i s expec t ed t h a t s h o r t l y a f t e r the coming i n t o f o r c e 
o f the A g r i c u l t u r a l Land R e s e r v e , the Commiss ion w i l l a sk the 



t he R e g i o n a l D i s t r i c t Boards t o sugges t s u i t a b l e s u b d i v i s i o n 
c o n t r o l s , (minimum l o t s i z e s ) w h i c h may v a r y from R e g i o n t o 
Reg ion (b :ause o f d i f f e r e n c e s i n a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e s ) , and 
w i t h i n R f ns (because o f some p r o v i s i o n f o r amen i ty a g r i 
c u l t u r e r. u rban a r e a s ) . I n due c o u r s e , s u b d i v i s i o n c o n t r o l 
may becom- j i a r t o f the R e g u l a t i o n s under t he Land Comihiss ion 
A c t . A f t e i ' the A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Rese rve comes i n t o e f f e c t , 
s e c t i o n 10 (U) (d ) w i l l p r e v e n t f u r t h e r s u b d i v i s i o n u n t i l 
a p p r o p r i a t e r e g u l a t i o n s a r e a d o p t e d , o r as s p e c i f i c a l l y p e r 
m i t t e d upon a p p l i c a t i o n t o the C o m m i s s i o n . 

(h) FURTHER ASSISTANCE 

The Commiss ion i n t e n d s t o d i s t r i b u t e a p ro fo rma b y - l a w 
t o accompany t h e B o a r d ' s A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Rese rve P l a n s . I f 
i t i s t he w i s h o f t he B o a r d , t h e se b y - l a w s may be r e f e r r e d t o 
the D i s t r i c t s ' s o l i c i t o r s f o r f i n a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

I t i s a l s o hoped t o d i s t r i b u t e m a t e r i a l f o r use a t 
p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n mee t ings and a t the o f f i c i a l h e a r i n g s 
r e q u i r e d under the A c t i l l u s t r a t i n g how the sugges t ed r e s e r v e s 
were c r e a t e d from Canada Land I n v e n t o r y r e s o u r c e s . 

M r . W . T . Lane 
Chai rman 
Land Commiss ion 



E-3 

T O : ALL REGIOMAL DISTRICT BOARDS AND ALL MUNICIPAL COUNCILS 

FROM: BRITSH COLUMBIA LAND C0M11ISSI0N 

RE: AGRICULTURAL LAUD RESERVES 

(a) Preparation of A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Reserve Plans. 

(b) Form of A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Reserve Plans. 

(c) Coordination of Regional Plans with Land Reserve Plan. 

(d) Where Urban Encroachment on Suggested A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Reserve Land Appears Unavoidable. 

(e) Statutory Notice of the Hearing. 

(f) Nature and Conduct of the Hearing. 

(g) The E f f e c t of the A g r i c u l t u r a l Reserve on Local Zoning, 

(h) Further Assistance. 

July 11, 1973 



PROPOSKD Ri-nULATIONS RHGARUTNG PRHPARATION' OF Ui-.ShRVl", Pl.ANSV l'^^^^^ 
1. I;very municiiiality or i<e<;iiiial District shall submit to the Land 
Comnission a base^plan showin.-. )the whole of the Ai;ri cultural Land Reserve 
to a scale of^l jnch nef iniieyand such other plans of lari.er scale 
fliereinaftcr referreu to as-constituent plans) as shall be necessary to 
clearly set out the A'jricultura 1 Laiul Reserve. 

2. The base plan anJ each constituent jilan, upon bein,; auopted by by
law of the iioard of the Ref;ional District, shall be sis;neil by the Chair
man and the Secretary-Treasurer Of the Re,;;ional District or their 
desi!;nate>.l alternates, and bo sealed with the Seal of the PvCtional 
District. 

5. The base plan shall bear the enuorseinent: 
Agricultural Land Reserve Plan for the Rcj'.ional 
District of .duly auopted by by-law 
of the Reuionnl Pi strict iioard on the 
day of _ _ , 1'.175, pursuant to"s.8~T2Yof 
tlie Land Corm:ussion Act, S . i i .C, ch 

4. Constituent pl.nns shall bear the endorsement: 
Tliis is a portion of the Aj;ri cultural Land Reserve 
Plan for the Regional District of _ , 
duly adopted by l)y-law of the Regional District 
iioard on the uay of _ ,iy75, 
pursuant to s.MUM of tiic Land "Commission Act, 
S.B.C. 1973. ch. 

5. The scale and north point shall be clearly shown and the base plan 
and constituent plans. 

6. The boundary of the A,';ricultural Land Reserve lands shall be drawn 
a Ion;.', or with reference to a \Q^:,H\ boundary. 

7. In the event that a ijoundary of the A-:ricultural Land Reserve lands 
shown on any portion of the base plan or a constituent plan is not drawn 
alon;:, or with reference to, a Icual boundary, the A-;ricultural Land l"<eserve 
Plan shall nevertheless be deemed to be v^lid. In such case the eii'ective 
boimdary of tho A;jricultrual Land Reserve lands sliall be ascertained by 
scalin-. off froi; the nearest or most convenient le.̂ al iioundary, as deter-
i.iincu by the Conwission. 

Ill the event of an ajiparent uiscrepaiicy iietween n base plan anu a 
constituent plan of lar.;er scale, tlic l)Oun>laries of the plan of l.'ir;;cr 
scale shall bo dcemeu to be binciin:'. 

9. liasc pl.TPS nnd constituent plans siiall clearly iTuiicate the Land 
Re'jstry District in which tlie A-ricultural Land Reserve is •"it'io^ed. 

111. in tlie event that the A'.ri cul tura 1 land Reserve 1:-'ds in a Rp.ional 
Distrii-T fall within more than one Land ilc.istry iiistrict, tie boundaries 
of tiio I„and "cfiistry Districts shall be clearly inui cated. 



KRGlOriAL DISTRICT OF 

l£<;-JJUv^ N0_^ 

The lioard of tlie Re'^ional Oistrict of in open nicctin;', 
assembleii enacts as follows: 

1. This liy-law may he cited ns "The Ue.'aonal District of 
A;;ricultural Land Reserve tiy-law.' 

2. For tlie purnosc nf settinr; out clearly the areas within tiie regional 
district that may be iicsi,';nateu as an a.firicultural land reserve hy the 
Provincial Land Commission, pursuant to the Land Conmission Act, thc 
lioard of the Re,;;ional District of hereby adopts the lano re
serve plan (including n rtase Plan and" - Consti tuent Plans') marked Schedule 
"A" to and forming: part of this liy-law. 

Public iiearin;; held pursuant to section ii of the Land Commission Act on 
tlie day of _ , 1973. Introduced, read a f i r s t , second 
and third time, reconsidered, passed and finally adojited the day 
of , iy75. 

woTr;: 

(a.) iVhile i t is likely that this by-law is nqt_ a "reijulatory by-law" 
within the meaning of 778f2) of the Municipal Act, subsection of 
section 8 of the land Commission Act indica'teVt'hat thc by-law nay only 
be adopted "upon the'nff'iViiia'ti'v'e vote of a majority of a l l thc directors 
of a repional board." 

(b) If the lioaru wislies to deal with the by-law at a sin;;le meetini; i t 
is sui^i^esteu that tiie draft by-law together with the version of the iilans 
intended to go to the o f f i c i a l public hearing, be referred to in a reso
lution authorizing the by-law and plans to be tableu for public inspection 
for the purposes of the o f f i c i a l hearing;. Then, after the hearin.c;, at a 
single meetinp, of the Koarti, the by-law may be :;iven its tiiroe reaainf.s, 
be reconsidered, passed ami finally adopted pursuant to subsection 6 of 
section 775 of tiie Municipal Act because this by-law is not one wiiich 
requires any "approval, consent, or assent" under thc provisions of the 
Municipal Act or any otiier Act prior to adoption. 



LAND RESERVF.S 

The Commission is of the opinion that the oi?-icct of the Land Commission 
Act is to protect "land suitable for Farm use". Obviously the land need 
not presently be in farm use to warrant protection. It is the long-haul 
situation which is the basis of our concern. 

We suggest that Regional Distr ict Boards analyze the plans supplied to 
them by the Department of Agriculture to sec whether i t is feasible to 
direct urban expansion onto non-agricultural land. This may be done by 
i n - f i l l i n g existing (blue) urban areas, and by using the areas shown in 
pink (where land may be suitable for community expansion but not for 
fanning). 

If expansion onto agriculturally valuable areas Cyellow) is s t i l l 
necessary, we ask that you limit the proposed encroachment to predicted 
growth during the next S years. It w i l l be possible, in due course, to 
ask for further encroachment as the orderly growth of our communities 
dictates. 

Please advise the Commission of any long-range plans for encroachment 
into agricultural areas which your studies indicate w i l l be necessary, 
after you have carefully evaluated your options in light of provincial 
policy to protect farm land. 



ApriI 9, 1973 

Tr>: Al l Municipal Cior lo end 
Roglonal Distr ict Socrctory-Trcj.-ir.iirera. 

FLOOO CONTROL l?f:QUI l̂ [?.Mf.î TS 

Further to my Circular of Juno 23, 1972, concernintj development 
in areas subject to flooding, the zoning bylaws which require approvcil In 
this Oopertment aro currently advanced to tho Water Resources- Service for 
review and rocotimendat ions from a flood control point of view, 

In an attempt to overcome the necessity to advance each of these 
numerous bylaws for tho consideration of the Deputy Minister of Water 
Resources Service, the Department in consultation with the Deputy Minister 
of Water Ffesources Service has agreed to the idea of incorporation of ths 
following general flood control requirement provisions in the zoning by
laws requiring Departmental approval. 

1. For the purpose of this section, the "natural boundary" 
means the v i s ib le high-water marl< of any lake, r i v e r , stream, or other 
body of water where the presence and action of the water are so connmon 
end usual, and so long continued In a l l ordinary years, as to marl< upon 
the soi l of the bed of the lake, r i v e r , stream, or other body of water 
3 character dist inct from that of tho banks thereof, in respect to vege
tation, as well as In respect to the nature of the soil Itself . 

2, No building shall be constructed: 

(a) within twenty-five (25) feet of the natural boundary 
of a lake; 

(b) within one hundred (100) feet of the natural boundary 
of any other natural water course or source of water 
supply; 

(c) on ground surface less than two (2) feet above two 
hundred (200) year flood level vrfiere It can be 
determined, or If not ten (10) feet above the natural 
boundary of a lake and any other natural water course 
In the iimiedlate flood hazard area; 



provided tiiat with approval of tiie Deputy AMnist.er of the Water Recourcjs 
Service thoso roquircmants mr.y bo roducad. 

In view of tho obovo I would suggest thct 

(It tho ebovo ooneral flood control provision ba Incorpccotad 
In the base zoning bylawisl. This vould ellmlniite one 
step In approving of zoning bylow(s) that Is reference 
to end recomniandsit Ions by the Otjputy /minister of tho 
Water Rosourcos Service; 

(IIJ any flood control provision already Incorporated In tho 
base or amendment bylaw(5) should be rescinded ot the tima 
tho general provisions are incorporated tn thc boso zoning 
bylow<s> to avoid any possible contradiction; 

(III) when relaxation of any or a l l of the flood control require
ments Is required, please forward any request to the 
Department with a l l the background material In support of 
such request. We wi 11 undertal<9 to advance such request 
to the Deputy Minister of V/otor Resources Service for 
consideration on your behalf. 

In addition to the above, I would like to point out that tho Deputy AMnlstor 
of Water Resources Service has Indicated that as a general rule he Is wi l l ing 
to reduce tho requirement of one hundred (1001 feet prescribed In 2(bl to 
f i f t y (50) feet In the case of smaller streams and ten (ID) feet requirement 
prescribed In 2(c) to five (5) feet In the case of smaller lakes and streams 
which fluctuate within a fa i r l y narrow range of water levels. 

Yours very t ru ly . 

4'A 
W. K. Smith, 
Deputy Minister. 

BSJ/os 

73:25 



LAi'IU COMMISSION ACT CONTENT OF NOTICE 

8(3) Apparently silent on the "contents" of the notice. 

HO'..EVBR 

The sufjgestions in section 703(2) of tlie MUNICIPAL 
ACT are useful and should be in the "lejjal" aa — 
i f not in the disjUay ad. viz. 

(a) identify the land deemed affecteii: 

<b) state in general terms the intent of 
the provisions of the proposed by-law: 

(c) state wliere and the days and hours during; 
which a copy of thc proposed by-law may 
be inspected: 



LAND COMMISSION ACT PUBLISHING NOTICE 

8(3) Regional board shall not adopt a by-law for the 
purpose of adopting a land reserve plan UNTIL IT 
HAS HELD A PUBLIC HEARING notice of which has 
been PUBLISHED in the manner prescribed in section 
703 of the MUNICIPAL ACT-

MUNICIPAL ACT 

8.703(1) "in not less than two consecutive issues 
of a newspaper published or circulating 
in the municipality, with the last of 
such publications appearing not less than 
three days nor more than ten days before 
the date of hearing." 

'̂'jyi'PL̂'i'M' ° f COMMISSION dated July 11, 1973 

para (e) says: 

- not necessary to mail notice to owners 
and" occupiers. *(A/G. IJEPT. INTERPRETATION) 

- a display ad drawing attention to the 
more "detailed ""legal" notice should be 
published. * (POLICY W I)EPARTHCNT OF MUNI
CIPAL AFFAIRS.) 



LAND COMMISSION ACT CONDUCT OP iiHARING 

8(4) "The provisions of section 703 of the i-jwiixij)al_ Act 
apply, with necessary chani;es and so far as'appTi"-' 
cable, to a hearing under subsection (3)." 

703(3) "At the hearing; al l persons who deem their 
interest in property affected by the j)ro-
posed by-law shall be afforded an oppor-. 
tunity to be heard on matters contained 
in thc by-law," 

- These would include the PLANS attaciieu 
to the by-law. 

- 'l'L''JPiyL̂ i!y!:l t'̂ ^ COMtHSSION uateii 
July" 11, I'JYS, para.(f) points out tl-.c 
difference between a hearin;.) under the 
UND COMMISSION ACT and one under the 
zonin;; sections of tlie MllNICTPAL A C T . 

- I'or infornation, section 10(1) of thc 
IAND COHilTS.STON ACT oii-lit to be Tcna to 
those tisscmblcd at tho hearinj, to in
dicate what effect the PLANS attached to 
tho i-'.y-lnw ni'.-jit hnvo i f adopted by the 
lio.ird, approved by the Conunission and 
thc Cabinet, and finally dosiiinated as 
n Land Reserve. 



("Upal" ^d) 

LAN'D COMMISSION ACT, S.B.C. 1973, C.46 

ACHIClJI/rURAL LAMD Rl-Sl-RVr- l)Y-I.Alv and PLANS 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC iiliARTNC 

TAKE NOTICE that a d r a f t by-law intended to enable the 
adoption of A^rri c u l t u r a l Land Reserve Plans to preserve 
a g r i c u l t u r a l land f o r farm use w i t h i n the Resional D i s 
t r i c t has now been prepared and the d r a f t by-law t o 
gether with the proposed A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Reserve Plans 
w i j l be presented at a P u b l i c Hearing to be held at 

at " "~P".MV i n " the~evciirng~bT "tlie"" J _ ' ^ " o F " ' ' _ _ 1973, 
at S t r e e t , , U.C. 

(a) The lands deemed a f f e c t e d are a l l of tliose lands 
c l a s s i f i e d as Classes 1, 2, 3 and 4 (and minor com
ponents of classes 5 and 6) of the Canada Land In
ventory S o i l C a p a b i l i t y C l a s s i f i c a t i o n f o r A g r i c u l 
ture as prepared by the U. C. S o i l Survey and the 
Canada S o i l Survey (B.C.). 

(b) The i n t e n t i o n of tlic by-law i s to adopt a g r i c u l 
t u r a l land reserve plans s e t t i n g put c l e a r l y land 
s u i t a b l e f o r farm use, f o r the purpose of f i l i n g 
the by-law and plans with the P r o v i n c i a l Land 
Commission f o r i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n and designation 
of the land i n question as an A g r i c u l t u r a l Land 
Reserve, a f t e r approval of the Lieutenant-Governor 
i n C o u n c i l , pursuant to s e c t i o n 8 of the Land 
Commission Act, S.B.C.'1973. C.46; 
The obiect of the P r o v i n c i a l Land Commission i n 
considering the by-law and plans i s to preserve 
a g r i c u l t u r a l land f o r farm use. 

(c) The proposed by-law and A g r i c u l t u r a l Reserve Plans 
may be inspected at the o f f i c e of the Secretary -
Treasurer of the Regional D i s t r i c t , 

•''treetV" ] J J _ , B.C., from 
ti i e ' " ' ]_'7^'ay of to""the .day of , 
betwee'n the hours o"f A.M. and P.M. 
(Saturdays and Sundays excepted.) 

Secretary-Treasurer. 



(Display AU) 

REGIONAL DISTRICT 

LAMD COMMISSION ACT 

AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVE liY-LAW and PLANS 

PUDLIC HEARING 

TAKE NOTICE that a draft by-law intended to enable the 
adoption of A.riricultural Land Reserve Plans for the Reg
ional Distr ict to preserve land for farm use has now been 
prepared and the draft by-law together with the proposed 
Agricultural Land Reserve Plans w i l l be presented at a 
Public Hearing to be held at _ _ _ _ 

on - - - 1973"; 

The proposed by-law and Agricultural Reserve Plans may 
be inspected at the office of the Secretary-Treasurer 
at . _ _ ^ 
from' tHe ^ ' ^ ^ y " ° ^ " ~. ^° IT '^°-y °^ ""1 
(Saturdays" arid Sundays' excepted) at " Street, 

_ _ i i . C , between the hours 
A . K ' ami ":^__'P"l'f. 

Please refer to the Notice of Public Hearing in the 
Legals Section of this newspaper for additional in 
formation. 

Secretary-Treasurer. 



Secretary-Treasurer 

Dear S i r or Madam: 

I fonvard the enclosed pages to be added to the two copies of the Hand
book, issued to Regional D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r s at our recent Seminar, f o r 
general guidance. 

(a) Supplementary I n s t r u c t i o n s Regarding P r e p a r a t i o n of A g r i 
c u l t u r e Reserve Plans. 

Cb) A s e r i e s of Questions and Answers which nay be u s e f u l to you 
at your i n f o r m a t i o n hearings. 

(c) A Schedule f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n o f l e g a l i z e d p l a n s . 

(d) A sample C e r t i f i c a t e o f General Exception to S e c t i o n S ( l l ) 
of the Land Comnission Act f o r a r e g i o n a l d i s t r i c t . 
Not_e: This does not grant a t o t a l exception but r e f e r s only 
to r e l e a s e s under ( a ) , ( b ) , ( c ) , and (d). I t i n no way r e -

' places O r d e r s - i n - C o u n c i l 4483/72 or 157/73. However i t 
should "unblock" a p p l i c a t i o n s which have been processed 
under the O r d e r s - i n - C o u n c i l and the m a j o r i t y of a p p l i c a t i o n s 
which f a l l o u t s i d e of t h e i r a n b i t and liave been s t a l l e d by 
S e c t i o n 8(11). Such a c e r t i f i c n t e i s being sent to each 
Land R e g i s t r y O f f i c e i n the Province. 

(e) Statement on p o s s i b l e Exclusions from A g r i c u l t u r a l Land 
Reserves. 

Yours t r u l y 

iV. T. Lane 
Chairinan 

WTL/js 



0F_ AnRICUr-TURI: lUiSHRVL: PLAN'S 

The 1). C. Department of A3riculture w i l l be forwarding to you 
legalized versions of tho proposed agriculture reserve plans that 
were handed to you earlier in the sujnmer. 

The legalized versions were prepared for your use by technicians 
in the li. C. Land Inventory, Lands Service, B. C. Department of 
Agriculture, Water Resources, B. C. Forest Service, and Department 
of Municipal Affairs. 

In the proposed Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR), (and not shown 
separately) are: 

(a) the proposed agricultural land reserves shown in 
yellow on the original maps. 

(b) the proposed agricultural land reserves mixed with 
frequent urban pockets shown brown on original maps. 

(c) minor conservation areas (green areas on original 
maps) closely associated with agricultural reserves 
when these areas were wholly surrounded or contained 
by agricultural land reserve areas and were of such 
a size or shape that at the scale of 1:50,000 i t 
was physically impossible to show them separately 
from the agricultural land reserves. 

Small existing subdivisions completely surrounded by agricultural 
land are shown diagramatically by means of a ci r c l e . 

The following procedure would be appreciated, i f possible: 

(1) There seems to be some confusion as to what should 
be indicated on your final map submission to the 
British Columbia Land Commission, Onlji^ one type of 
reserve is to be shown, namely the "Agricultural Land 
Reserve (which would of course encompass yellow, 
brown, and some green). These maps should be pre
sented at a scale of 1:50,000 and such other larger 
scales as shall be necessary to clearly set out the 
Agricultural Land Reserve. 

(2) Should constituant maps be used on which to show the 
Agriculture Reserves for designation, the same wording 
of certification i.e. "This plan shows a portion — 

" etc. should be used. This should be printed on 
the individual sheets. For legal reasons, i t cannot 
be printed or typed on a separate piece of paper and 
glued on the base, 

(3) IVhere "constituent" maps (those of larger scale) 
are used, please enclose an '. index map indicating 
areas covered by the various scales. 

(4) In order to f a c i l i t a t e storage, a l l map bases should 
be no larger than 26 inches by 32 inches overall. 

(5) Two (2) signed prints of the Agriculture Reserve Plan 
should be returned to the British Columbia Land Com
mission for certification. 

(6) In addition, please refer to handbook attachment Il-h 
distributed at the Regional District Seminar (UBC). 

Please feel free to contact us i f further clarification is necessary. 

Yours very truly 

W. T. Lane 
Chairmaii 

GGR/js 



QUESTIONS f, ANSVJERS - THE LAND COMvIISSION ACT (b) 

1, 0. How broad is the temi "Agricultural"? 
A. The answers to the balance of these questions will give so-.ie 

idea of how broad tlie terr.i i s . 

2. Q. V.'hat are compatible uses with Agriculture on Agricultural Reserve 
lands? 

e.g. In some .areas ranchers operate seasonal hunting cnnps, 
quidc, fi s h i n j camps, horse rontnls. 
Snne ranclics liave rood beach areas - some developed, 
others not; fishin;'^ areas, areas suitable for ca;;ip and 
picnic sites wliich would not interfere with ranch operation 
and generate additional income. V.'ill these be allovjcd to 
continue or be developed? 

A. At this early date i t would seem that a l l of tliese uses are 
"compatible" so lonjj as they do not irreversibly affect a sub
stantial amount of the agricultural potential of the land on 
which they are located. 

Will recreational uses requiring; large areas of land be allowed 
on a seasonal basis on agricultural lands? e.g. snownobiling, 
skiing, a l l terrain vehicles, riding stables, r i f l e ranges? 
In a l l likelihood these w i l l be allowed - subject only to 
"irreversible comment in A.2." 

In some parts of Canada there are programs designed to encourage 
farm families to rent accommodation in the home to city people 
to allow them to experience rural l i f e and generate additional 
farm income. Would this type of program be allowed on farm lands? 
Likely this would be allowed. 

5. Q. Would consideration be given to leasing of hunting rights over 
agricultural lands by the o\mer to game clubs? 

A. Likely this would be allowed. 

6. 0. IVould I'hobby" types of animal raising be allowed on agricultural 
reserve lands? e.g. Race horse stables, game farms? 

A. Generally yes. Tlie question is under study to ascertain what, 
i f any, such uses might pose problems by, say, inappropriate 
design or too grea't density_b£ construction. 

Some ranches maintain general stores and gasoline pumps. Would 
these be allowed to continue after a change in ownership? 
Generally, we see these being continued after a cliange in oimer-
ship. In some cases changes in may be suggested i f the metliod 
of operation is proving a problem to nearby agricultural activities. 

Q. Would a commercial cattle feedlot be allowed on agricultural re-
servo lands providing a l l environmental quidelines were met? 

A. In a l l likelihood. 

Where business concerns are located on parcels larger than 2 
acres in an agricultural reserve w i l l they be allowed to continue 
after a change in oimership? 
See 7A 

10, Q. Will the Land Commission Act protect the surface of the land now 
that the mineral taxation act w i l l effect the mineral rights 
presently held by farmers and ranchers? Conversely, i f a farmer 
or rancher sold mineral rights held by him could the bviyer develop 
them? 

A. Will likely depend on the nature of the mining operation. Strip 
mining, v^hereby substantial agricultural potential is irreversibly 
destroyed, would bo hard to justify. 

11. Q. Will "Agribusiness" concerns on agricultural reserve lands be allowed 
to continue or develop? e.g. Ranchers who are farm machinery dealers, 
large animal Vet Clinics; feed mills in conjunction with feed lots 
and poultry farms. 

A. Yes, but w i l l have to be judged on their individual merits. See 2A. 

3. Q. 

A. 

4. Q. 

A. 

7. Q. 

A. 

9. Q. 

A. 



12. Q. Will gravel pits and quarries be allowed within agriculture re--
serve areas? riow about those presently operating within the pro
posed reserve areas? 

A, See lOA, It is possible to ask pcrr.ission to continue existing 
gravel pits where reasonable alternatives are not at hand. 

13. 0. Will the present agriculture assessments apply to those lands of 
classes 5, 6, and 7 which aro maintained in agriculture? 

A. V.'e know no plan to limit farmland assessments to only those lands 
in Agriculture Reserves. , There is sone possibility that in future 
years additional assessment benefits may be e.xtenried to lands with-

•'..I in such reserves. 

14. Q. V'ill "Progressive Taxation Policies" drive classes 5, 6, and 7 
out of agriculture .̂ nd into "higher" uses? 

A. K'ot i f a proper UegionnI Plan is adopted and implemented by the 
Regional Board. 

15. Q, iVill subdivision into small holdings be allowed on land classes 
5 to 7? 

A, Mot likely i f in the A-.ricultural P>esorve: except possibly ad
jacent to present conmunitics, 

16. 0. i!ov,' much control or influence v ; i l l the Innd cow.Aission and/or the 
regional districts have upon tho uses of classes 5-7 where grar.ing. 
privileges and water storage and diversion are required to make 
adjacent agricultural reserve l.md viable? 

A. Tt is expected that the Commission w i l l have stron,^ persuasive 
influence on the uses of classes 5-7 within the Agricultural 
Reserve .TS far as gracing privileges and water storage, e t c , 
arc concerned. . V.'o would not hesitate to negotiate with tlie 
appropriate dop.irtnents of government regarding matters outside 
the reserves i f they were clearly related to the encouragement 
of family farming or ranching. 

17. Q. Will the regional districts have the power to zone Crown lands 
in areas of classes 5-7? 

A. r'o change in this policy has yet been announced, 

Ifi. Q, Would roadside f r u i t and vegetable stands be allowed on agricultural 
reserve lands? 

A. Yes, J 

19, Q, Would homecrafts and professional occupations be allowed in a re
sidence on agricultural reserve lands? 

A. In a l l likelihood, yes -- particularly i f i t remained on the scale 
of a homo occupation as opposed to an all-out industry, 

20. Q, Where agricultural reserve lands are timbered and arc being log.ged 
cither on a single, cut or sustained use basis would the establish
ment of sawmills be allowed? U'hat controls would f a l l on the con
struction of logging roads? 

A, Tliis point has not yet been settled. The matter w i l l be reffered 
to the new secretariat of the Environment and Land Use Committee, 

21, Q. Would timber management licences and TFL's be allowed on agricul
tural reserve lands on a multiple use basis? • 

A, Yes, 

22. Q. li'here recreational f a c i l i t i e s are situated on agricultural reserve 
lands can they be enlarged? If they were destroyed by f i r o could 
they "be rebuilt? c,g, Merritt Rodeo Grounds. 

A. Yes; provided the recreational f a c i l i t y didn't irreversibly effect 
to a substantial degree the agricultural,potential of the land 
on which i t is located. 
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23. Q. Will such bodies as the Department of Highways have to respect 

agricultural reserve lands in planning of highvjays? IJ, C. Hydro 
with dams and power line rights of way? 

A. It is e.xpected that the Land Com^niission w i l l have strong persuasive 
power in dealing with the Dept. of Highways, B. C. Hydro, etc., 
where they propose to use Agricultural Lands"for rights-of-way, 

24. Q, If agriculture reserve were placed on class 5 and 6 lands now, 
how d i f f i c u l t would i t be to have them removed in 5 or 10 years? 
How d i f f i c u l t would i t be to have them included in 5 years? 

A. The reasons for wanting them removed would be the important thin^ 
--whotl'.er tomorrow or in 10 years. There would have to be good 
reasons. The Act is silent about additions—but we are trying 

• to get this c l a r i f i e d . 



AGRTCUI.TIJH;; LW'D PJ-SERVHS (1:50,000) 

Cc) 

All Vnncouver Island Regional Histvict; 
A l l Lower Mainland Regional District; 
Thorapson-Micola Regional District.' 
Cariboo Regional District 
Frasor-Fort George Regional District 
Peace River-Linrd Regional District 
Okanagan Regional Districts 
and Kootenay-Boundary 
Central Kootenay Regional District 
Hast Kootenay Regional District 
Columbia-Sliuswap Regional District 
Bulkley-Nechako Regional District 
Kitimat-Stikine (part) Regional District 

Thursday, August:; ,-.30 
v/ednescay Scptcrchcr 5 
Tuesday September 11 
Friday September 14 
Thursday September 20 
Monday September 24 
Friday September 2& 

'.vcdnesday October 'i 

Friday October 5 
Friday October 5 
Thursday October 11 
Thursday October 11 

1:50,000 topographic mylars without proposed agriculture reserves can 
be made available for the following regional districts or parts of them 
i f requested: 

Mount Waddington 
Ocean Falls 
Skeena Queen Charlotte 



CliUTIl'ICATl: OF GliNl-.RAL EXCliPTION 

(s, 8(11} the LnnU Commission Act, S.IJ.C. 1973, c, 46) 

Re: Certain Laiicls witliin the 
District zoned for Agricultural or Farm Use. 

i'.'lll;HI-;A5 extensive areas oi-' ti)o 
District were zoned i;or agricultural o r t'ann use under a . 
Iiy-lnw o f a Municipality or tlic rog,:iona] di.strict sui)sist:i iig 
ira.iodjavoly p r i o r to the twenty-fir.st day ol: Doccmijcr, li)72, 
nna as sucii were deemed to lio an agricultural land reserve 
under section 8(11) of tlic I,and Commission Act. 

AND WllliunAS in order to expedite the deposit of subdivision 
plans and the issuance of otiier development permits, the 
Provincial Land Commission by Resolution /75 dated the 

day of , 1973, e.xccptcd the classes of lands 
below described from the effect of scction 8(11): 

NO!V TilliRliFORlA I HliRE-lJY CERTIFY that the following portions of 
tho 
arc excepted from tho effect of sulisoction 11 of scction S of 
the Land Commission Act, S.ii.C. 197S, c. 46: 

(a) Lands zoned for agriculture or Fai-m use under a by-law 
of a Municipality or the regional d i s t r i c t subsisting 
immediately priox: to the twenty-first day of December, 
1972, where suciv lands are clearly outside of tlie lands 
judged to be cajiable of supjiprting agriculture by the 
liriti.sh Colimibia Dep;irti;icnt of Agriculture as evidenced 
by that jilan on the scale of 1:,';6,000 deposited with-tiic 
Hegional District on tiic day of , and thereon 
coloured in iiart yellow and in p . ir t brown; a copy of whicli 
is hereunto annexed .TIIU marl^od sc.hedulo "A". 

(b) Lauds affected by Ovdcr-in-Couucil 1891/73; , 
(c) Lands for which.a ccrtivicnto (that the' jiroposcd sub

division or dcvclo)iiiioiit I K U I l)ccn sulistantially commenced 
prior to tiie twenty-firr.t day of Doccini)ci', 1972) has been 
issued by an A]iproving Oi"ficor juivsuant to tho letter of 

• instruction addvcssod to Muni.ciiial ClcrUs, Regional District 
• Sccrctavy-Troasurors, and Avproving. Officers dated the lotli 

(lay of February 1973, over the sig.nature of David D. .Stu)>.icli, 
Minister of Ag.rxcultui'c; provided the certificate is issued 
prior to tho f i r s t day of November, 197."'; 

(<.i) Lands regardiTig wliicii an appo.'il has been granted by tho 
i;nviroi'.i:icnt and Liind l/s;? Committee pursuant to Ordcrs-iii-
Council 4483/72 or \:.7/7:->; 



AND I DO FURTHER CERTIFY that tha exception i s subject to tho 
condition that: 
(a) a l l lands excepted, 
(b) every person whose land is excepted, and 
(c) every person otherwise governed by Orders-in-Council 

4483/72 and 157/73 
shall continue to be bound by a l l of the requirements set forth 
in the said Orders-in-Council pending the establishment of an 
agricultural reserve in the regional d i s t r i c t , subject only to 
r e l i e f granted pursuant to Orders-in-Council 4483/72,f.lS7/73 
and 1891/73. 

Dated at Burnaby, British Columbia, this day of 

W. T, Lane, Chairman 
Provincial Land Department 



EXCLUSIONS FROM AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVES 

Some confusion exists regardinj; the possibility of releasing 
land once i t has been designated Agriculture Reserve. 

Wlien tho reserves have been formally designated i t is not 
likely too many occasions w i l l arise to justify exclusion 
because i t is tho long term protection of agricultural lands 
which i s of concern. 

Tl\e following points should'lje borne in mind: 

(i) The Land Commission Act contains specific procedures 
and conditions applicable to both private pei'sons .ind 
local governments seeking an exclusion of land from 
an agricultural reserve. 

(i i ) In the case of errors (of anything other than a minor 
nature) exclusions, w i l l be sympathetically considered. 

. ( i i i ) In the caso of the nood for.the encroachment of a 
growing community onto Agricultural Reserve land -
where no reasonablo alternative exists - exclusions 
w i l l be sympathetically considered. 

. (iv) In the case of matters involving the public interest 
- exclusions w i l l be sympathetically considered. 

(v) In addition, there aro extensive possibilities for 
compatible uses and some possibilities for non-com
patible uses in an Agriculture Reserve, pursuant to 
one or more of the following: 

(a) Orders of the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council, 

(b) Regulations undor the Land Commission Act, 
(c) Specific orders of the Land Commission. 



B U R N A B Y 2 , B . C . 

Am mwm 
4259 C A N A D A W A Y 

November 14, 1973 

The Lieutenant-Governor in . Council 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, B. C. > 

Honourable Members: 

Re; Approval of Proposed Agricultural Land Reserve Plans 

The Land Commission Act c a l l s upon the Commission, with the prior approval of 
the Lieutenant-Govemor i n Council, to "designate land, including Crown land, 
that i s suitable for farm use, as agricultural land, " (3.8(11)). To 
assist this process the Regional D i s t r i c t Boards are required to "by by-law, 
adopt a land reserve plan....and f i l e the by-law and land reserve plan with 
the Commission". (s.8(2)) This by-law amounts to an instrument of transmittal, 
not a regulatory by-law. 
In advising the Regional D i s t r i c t Boards i n the preparation of their agri
cultural land reserve plans (s.7(l) (hi)) the Commission issued a memorandum 
dated July 11, 1973, which i n part stated; 

"Under the Municipal Act relative to a public hearing to consider 
the adoption of a new zoning c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , one of the things 
considered at the public hearing i s whether the new c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
ought to be adopted at a l l . Under the Land Commission Act, however, 
the legislature has already decided (in section 8(2)) that "the 
regional board of every regional d i s t r i c t s — shall --- adopt a 
land reserve plan." Debate on whether any plan ought to be adopted 
in the f i r s t place would thus seem out of order at the Board's 
hearing on the plan. If this point i s made clear i n advertising 
the hearing and stressed at the outset of the hearing, some need
less discussion w i l l be avoided. 

What i s relevant i s whether the citizen's land i s "suitable for 
farm use." In light of the objects of the Act, "suitable" i s per
haps best judged in terms of the s o i l and climate conditions, not 
on such consideration as short-range economics, the d e s i r a b i l i t y 
of non-farm uses which may be made of the land, or any other argu
ment which diverts the Board's attention from the i n t r i n s i c merits 
of the land for agricultural use. By i t s nature, agriculture is 
a "long-haul" proposition; hence arguments based on the current 
market price for certain crops, or on the shortcomings of today's 
technology, should be put into proper focus by remembering that 
the basic object of the legislation i s to "preserve agricultural 
land for farm use." 
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The emphasis on the "long haul" approach to the agricultural resource was 
based on: 

(a) The reference to the C.L.I, classifications in the Orders-in-council 
under the Environment and Land Use Act. 

(b) The fact that the maps prepared for the Regional Districts by the 
C.L.I, team (showing suggested boundaries of Agricultural Reserves) 
were based on soil/climate qualities, not short term economic 
values. 

By Resolution 80/73 dated October 29, 1973, the Provincial Land Commission 
approved for transmittal with some amendments, the Agricultural Land Reserve 
Plan of the Okanagan-Similkameen Regional D i s t r i c t , which accompanies this 
l e t t e r . In reviewing the proposal of the Okanagan-Similkameen Regional 
D i s t r i c t and i n transmitting the recommended amendments, the Commission has 
thought i t proper to describe the routine followed and the general principles 
developed. The Commission intends, unless otherwise directed, to review the 
proposals of the remaining 27 Regional Districts i n a similar way. 

Procedure of Review 
1) When the Agriculture Land Reserve Plan i s received, a member of the Land 

Commission staff (a trained pedologist - Mr. Terry Lewis) examines the 
maps i n detail i n relation f i r s t to the generalized agricultural capabil
i t y maps prepared by the Department of Agriculture and, second, where 
variations occur, to the detailed soils capability maps prepared by the 
Canada Land Inventory. Explanations are also obtained in puzzling i n 
stances and on specific areas by telephone discussions with the Regional 
D i s t r i c t planner. 

2) Where variations from the Department of Agriculture proposals do not ap
pear to be explainable on the basis of the s o i l maps, or the existence 
of urban development or other substantial reason viz: 
(a) allowance for urban lot development for a period - ^ r; (arbitrarily 

arrived at i n each instance, and varying from approximately 20% of 
existing developed area to over 100% of existing development) 

(b) lands excepted by the Environment and Land Use Committee 
3) The Commission is building up a f i l e of submissions, letters, and in d i v i 

dual objections, f i l e d by Regional D i s t r i c t . This f i l e i s scanned by the 
staff, and relevant materials are brought to Mr. Lewis' attention. 

r 
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4) This close analysis i s followed by a review by Mr. Lewis and one of the 
Commissioners with the purpose of revealing those c r i t i c a l areas or policy 
elements which w i l l need the entire Commission's special attention and 
discussion. 

5) Preliminary "decision overlays" are then prepared by Mr. Lexyis with drafting 
assistance. 

6) The Commission makes a f i r s t review. Principles are evolved and guidance 
i s given. Mr. Lewis and staff make adjustments. 

7) The Commission makes a f i n a l review. It passes a resolution of trans
mittal. Mr. Lewis and staff make necessary adjustments. 

8) The proposals of the Regional D i s t r i c t along with the suggested amend
ments are forwarded to the Lieutenant Governor i n Cotmcil. 

Guiding Principles Developed (Provincial Zoning for Agriculture). 
1) Agricultural lands are to be preserved (Land Commission Act, S.7(l)(a)). ,-
2) In particular, lands class 1, 2, 3 § 4 (arable) are to be protected 

(Order-in-Council No. 157/73). 
3) The recommendations of the Regional D i s t r i c t are to be respected (for ex

ample: i n recognizing the relevance of protection of grazing land i n re
lation to ranching; i n exclusion of some undeveloped good agriculture 
land adjacent to existing urban development.) 

4) The exclusions granted by the Environment § Land Use Cpmmittee are to be 
accepted, unless too d i f f i c u l t to defend i n relation to the above c r i t e r i a . 

Within the above general guidelines, the following additional guidelines were 

developed: 
(a) The lands of a l l land owners, whether public or private, Indian 

Reserve, co-operative or corporate, are to be treated alike. 
(b) Important uses that are compatible (reversible) are to be encom

passed by the Agricultural Reserve including, among others, a i r 
ports that have no scheduled f l i g h t s , golf courses, parks, garbage 
dumps, radio towers and hydro-lines. 

(c) Components of class 5 and 6 lands are to be included rather than 
omitting areas of classes 1 to 4 because of their association with 
poorer lands. 

(d) Conservation Areas shown green on the Dept. of Agriculture maps are 
to be protected by the Agricultural Reserve where the lands have at 
least 40% Class 4 or better agricultural capability rating. 
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Caveats Entered 

In forwarding the A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Reserve Plans and recommended amendments 

the Commission b e l i e v e s i t important to enter some caut ion ing notes f o r the 

advice o f C a b i n e t . 

1) C e r t a i n lands which have been accepted by the Commission f o r e x c l u s i o n 

from the Reserve are unstable b u i l d i n g s o i l s . These i n c l u d e lands ( for 

example near Princeton) that were exempted from the O r d e r s - i n - C o u n c i l by 

the ELUC. The i m p l i c a t i o n o f the ELUC exemptions, to the people o f the 

a r e a , may be that these areas are s u i t a b l e f o r urban development - which 

i s not always the case . 

2) C e r t a i n lands have been i d e n t i f i e d by the Okanagan-Similkameen Regional 

D i s t r i c t as A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Reserve P lan sub-category "gr" ( g r a z i n g ) . 

These lands are l a r g e l y c l a s s 5 and 6 a g r i c u l t u r a l land c a p a b i l i t y . I t 

i s c l e a r to the Commission that these are inc luded on the b a s i s o f owner 

request and i n support o f the va l l ey -bot tom lands which the graz ing lands 

support - a r a t i o n a l e acceptable to the Commission. I t i s c l e a r a l s o 

that some e x c e l l e n t graz ing lands o f c lasses S and 6 have not been i n 

c luded by the Regional D i s t r i c t i n t h e i r p r o p o s a l . 

The Commission recommends that the problem o f proper i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f the 

graz ing lands be a matter o f urgent study by the S e c r e t a r i a t l ead ing to 

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n and amendment o f the Reserve P l a n s . However, on the grounds 

that too much should be protec ted r a t h e r than too l i t t l e , and that the recom

mendations o f the Regional D i s t r i c t be re spec ted , the Commission recommends 

i n c l u s i o n o f lands shown A g r i c u l t u r a l Land Reserve P lan "gr" as a p a r t o f the 

Reserve as an i n t e r i m measure. 

V i s i t s to Regions 

I t i s probably o f use to know that on occas ion , some or a l l o f the Commissioners 

have v i s i t e d a Reg ional D i s t r i c t a t the D i s t r i c t ' s request a f t e r i t has p r e 

pared i t s p r o p o s a l , but before i t has passed i t s by- law. The D i s t r i c t ' s purpose 

i s , i n areas o f doubt, to check with the Commission before the f i n a l proposa l 

i s forwarded. T h i s was the case with Okanagan-Similkameen. 
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We may mention too, that before the f i n a l decision was made on the Okanagan-
Similkameen proposal, the Commission had an opportunity to make a f i r s t re
view of the proposals of two other regional d i s t r i c t s as well. The approach 
made should thus be generally applicable to a variety of situations i n the 
province. 

The Commission herewith submits the proposed Okanagan-Similkameen Agricul
tural Reserve Plan for your review and approval. 

Respectfully submitted. 

W. T. Lane 
Chairman 

IVTL/js 

end. 



REGIOMAL D I S T R I C T S 

C o r p o r a t e Name a s p g r L e t t e r s P a t e n t ( D c G t n n a t l o n ) 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

9. 
0. 

2. 

3. 

5> 

' • 

J 9 

> • 

u* 

J • 

f 
m 

Regional District of Albemi-Clayoquot 
Regional District o f Bulkley-Nechako 
Capital Regional District 
Cariboo Regional District 
Central Fraser Valley Regional District 
Regional District of Central Kootenay 
Regional District o f Central Okanagan 
Regional District of Columbia Shusv/'ap 
Regional District o f Coraox Strathcona 
Regional District of Cowichan Valley 

- Dewdney. Alouette Regional District 
Regional District o f East Kootenay 
.eglonal District of. Fraser Cheam 
Regional District o f Fraser-Fort George^ 
Greater Vancouver Regional District 
Regional District o f Kititaat Stikine 
Regional District o f Kootenay Boundary 
Regional District o f Mount Waddington 
Regional District of Nariaino 
Regional District of -North. Okanagan • 
Ocean Falls Regional District 
Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen 
Peace River-Liard Regional District 
Powell River Regional District 
Skeena-Queen Charlotte Regional District 
Squamish Lillooet Regional District 
Sunshine Coast Regional District 
Thompson Nicola Regional District 

<62-.y;-.,<-<..3 



OVERLAYS FOR AGRICUT.TURAL LAND RESERVE PLANS 

Legend 

Recommendc-ed additions to the 
•AgricrJrural Land Reserve, 

2 Recomrn-ended deletions f rem ' f.:T;.e 
Agricultural Land Reserve. 

Recommended adjustment to the 
Agricultural Land.Reserve boundary. 

fcae 

N.B. Changes that are shovm v/ithout nuanbers on Llie ibase plan 

(A), are shovm i n more d e t a i l on the constituent plans. 



T O . 

S U B J E C T . . 

M E M O R A N D U M 

Staff 
FROM 

5 Movember 75 
_ _ I . O 

O U R F I L E 

Vr>UR FILE ; 

I had prepared the attached summary of the history and "structure" 
of the Commission mainly for the information of Commlsfiloner Knoerr. 
It occurred to me though that staff, especially the nevjer metabers, 
•may find i t of.interest too. If any of you have any questions about 
this summary or about what we've done so far, I woulici be happy to an
swer them. 

Mary Rawson 

1-iR/pr 

E n c . 



B. C. LAND COMMISSION 

Short Summary of History and Structure 

"The Freeze" 

21 Dec 72 . O-i-C 4A83 No subdivision of land taxed as farmland. 
— 

16 Jan 73 O-i-C 157 Add, no use changes of land zoned agriculture; 
or land of CH capability classes 1,2,3 and 4 . 

" B i l l 42" • 

22 Feb 73 B i l l to establish a Land Commission introduced. 

16 Apr 73 Final reading. 

The Commission appointed 

19 May 73 O-i-C 1662 Five people named as Members of the Land Commission, 

E. E. Barsby V. C. Brink W. T. Lane A. R. Garrish Mary Rawson j 

(W. T. Lane named as Chairman by same O-i-C) 

Commissfon starts operations 

9/10 June 1973 F i r s t meeting of f u l l Commission ("Study Meeting") held in 
Saanich. Orientation to objects and powers of the Act, explor
ing personal philosophies, developing concensus on long-range 
Commission objectives, discussion on ex p l i c i t and implicit staff 
requirements (p. 5 attached). 

11 June Commissioners begin travel over seven week period to 24 of 28 
Regional Di s t r i c t s ; meet with Boards and staff i n each area; 
explain the objectives and powers of the Act; develop and c l a r i f y 
Commission policy. 

3 July O-i-C 2257 Sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 16 of the Act are 
"activated", requiring preparation of ALR plans i n 90 days. 

15 July Open office at 4259 Canada Way, Burnaby ; 



S t a f f i n g begins 

1 Aug 73 

17/18 Aug 

16/17 Sep 

27 Sep 

10 Oct 

25 O c t 

0 - i - C 2570 G. Gary Runka appointed as General Manager o f . 
Commission. 

General meeting. ( V i l l a H o t e l , Burnaby), E s t a b l i s h Commissioner 
r o l e s . I n i t i a t i o n of a c t i o n and research, p r o j e c t s . Meet with 
Genera l Manager to d i s c u s s f i n a n c i a l , s d m l n l s t r a t l v e and personnel 
p o l i c i e s . 

General Meet ing . P o l i c y quest ions on Greenbel t purchases . Meet 
w i th C r e r a r to e s t a b l i s h f i r m relationfiliri)) w i th ELUC S e c r e t a r i a t . 
F i r s t g i f t o f f ered ( M o r e l l at Nanairao) 

F i r s t ALR P l a n r e c e i v e d by Commission (Oksnagan Similkameen). 

Commissioners meet w i th Environment and Land Use Committee of 
Cab ine t . 

0 - i - C 3539 0 - i - C appeals turned over l)y ELUC to Land Comrnission 

Structure at end October 1973 

E . E . Barsby V . C . B r i n k W. T . Lane A . R, G a r r i s h Mary Rawson j 

G. Gary Runka 

Full-time PermsncDt Gtaff'-̂ -

J . Perch 
P, Redman 
J . Sherwood 

Temporary, P a r t - t i m e and Consul tant S t a f f 

C . D r i e d i g e r 
T . Lewis 
J . Sawicki 



Review and designation of Agricultural Land Reserves 

15 Nov 73 Start weekly quorum to deal with O-i-C appeals 

3/4 /5 Jan 74 Second "Study Meeting" (Parksville). Retreat for review 
and policy development. 

13 Feb 74 Designation of fir s t A. L. R. (Okangan S.-Imilkaroeen) 

27 June 74 Designation of twelfth Regional District A L P . Fourteen 
others reviewed by Commission and av^alcirig Cabinet approval 

Structure at end June 1974 

E. E. Barsby V. C. Brink W. T. Lane A. R. Garrish Mary Rawson 

G. Gary Runka 

Permanent Staff 
Austen S. 
Glover, J. 
Lew, E. • 
Perch, J. 
Plotnikoff, J. 
Redman, P. 
Sherwood, J. 

Temporary, Part-time and Consultant Staff 
Faulkner, R. 
Lewis, T. 
McQueen,̂ M, 
Roberts, T.. 
Sawicki, J. 

24 Jul 74 Begin second series of visits to Regional Districts 

30 Oct-3 Nov Third Study Meeting (Quilchena) 

20 Nov 74 , First annual report deposited in Legislature 

Dec 74 First major set of quarterly hearings on ap^jeals for exclusion 
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E n l a r g e m e n t o f C o m m i s s i o n and S t a f f 

J a n 75 Two weeks o f o v e r f l o w a p p e a l s f r o m December q u a r t e r l y s e s s i o n 

W . T . L a n e announces r e s i g n a t i o n f r o m L a n d C o m m i s s i o n e f f e c t i v e 
9 J u n e 1975 

23 A p r 75 

5 J u n e 75 0 - 1 - C 1951 G . G . R u n k a " a p p o i n t m e n t of. a t e m p o r a r y n a t u r e " 
as a member o f t h e L a n d C o n i m i s s i o n and d e s i g n a t e d 
C h a i r m a n 

24 J u l 75 

9 O c t 75 

0 - 1 - C 2445 G . G . R u n k a c o n f i r m e d as mei iber and C h a i r m a n t o 
r e p l a c e W. T . L a n e 

0 - 1 - C 3176 Don K n o e r r a p p o i n t e d as s i x t h member o f C o m m i s s i o n 

S t r u c t u r e a t end O c t o b e r 1975 

B a r s b y B r i n k G a r r i s h R u n k a K n o e r r Rawson 

( a d v e r t i s e d ) G e n e r a "L My . t ?! g e r 

P e r m a n e n t S t a f f 

A u s t e n , S , 
B r i g h t m a n 5 S. 
G l o v e r , J . 
J a n k o v i c h , D , 
L a n g s t o n , R .. 
L e w , E . 
P e r c h , J . 
P l o t n i k o f f , J . 

1 Redman , P . 
S h e r w o o d J J , 
T y c h o , S . 
T h o m s o n , A . 

i T e m p o r a r y , P a r t - t i m e a n d C o n s u l t a n t S t a f f 

A t a m a n e n k o , G . 
C r a w s h a y , P . 
Gram, G , 
H o l i s k o , G . 
H o o s o n , V . 
J o h n s o n , K . 
L e w i s , T . 
M u n n , E . 
S a w i c k i , J . 
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LEGEND FOR PPOPOSED AGRICULTURE RESERVE MAPS 

Proposed Agriculture Reserve 

June, 1973 

5 t2 
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Criteria used are as follows: 

(1) A l l land capability for agriculture clar.res 1-4 included except, 
where they con^rlse small units within present subdivisions, or 
where they are units with components of Classes 5, 6 and 7 which 
makes commercial agricultural use d i f f i c u l t . In ranching areas 
where grazing lands are an integral part ̂ - t h e beef production 
units Class 5 and 6 lands capable of use for spring and f a l l 
grazing were included in the reserve. 

(2) Proposed reserve boundaries are soll-cl iraate oriented and do not 
usually follow legal lot boundaries. 

(3) Small isolated pockets were moot often not placed in the reserve 
although in some instances where numerous pockets of Class 1-4-
existed in large units of dominantly 5 or 6 they were Included 
in the proposed reserve, especially in fiireas with excellent 
climates. 

(4) Some Class 5 lands were included whert C-bey were in close 
association with Classes 1-̂ - and most often formed parts of 
production units. Often thcri',^ were Clftr.s 5 because of high waCc-r 
tables, or flooding hazard and not pai;l:iriularly suitable for 
other uses (especially treban),. 

(5) These map units were checked and gcrmral'ly agreed to by B.C.D„A. 
agriculture representatives. General v i a b i l i t y and suitability 
in terms of various agricultural uses wore considered. 

existing subdivisions (mainly 2 acres or less). 

If urban expansion i s necessary (residential. Industrial, cornmerclsl.) 
(a) f i l l In existing subdivisions to encompass as l i t t l e high 

capability agriculture land as possible and to project expansion 
or urban areas in the direction of least ecological hazard. 
Regional plans should consider the need for green belts (including 
small pockets of agriculture, parks^ (M̂ c. In these map units).. 

(b) expand on lands with ecological characteristics most suitable for 
urban expansion. Characteristics considered are general s o i l and 
climate, s o i l s t a b i l i t y , bearing strength, compressibility, presence 
or absence of high water tables, flooding hazard and land 
capability for agriculture. 

Agriculture reserve mixed wj.th freqnftiiC urban pockets. Good 
^ r i c u l t u r a l land intemilxed with urban development. Areas require 
more detailed definition on a regional basis. 

Suggested conservation areas closely associated with agriculture 
reserves. 

includes such things as prime wildlife winteV range, waterfowl 
habitat, shoreland recreation areas, existing parks, lands 
suitable for local parks, vlw.'points, uncCable soils not suitable 
for urban or agricultural iif.cs,. 

http://iif.cs
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KELOWNA DAILY COURIER, TUES., MAR. 17, l!t73 i) 

DOES 
THIS 

AFFECT 

You? 
(1) Should this much 

)ower be centralized in 
he hands of a five-man 

commission in Vic
toria? 

WRITE YOUR MLA 

B 
2 (3) Can a quoruin 

be one person only? 

WRITE YOUR MLA 

c 
3 (1) Any home? 

Anywhere? Is $1 
enough? 

WRITE YOUR MLA 

D 
3 (4) What IS per-

. sonal property? Your 
car? Your furniture? 

WRITE YOUR MLA 

E ' • 
4 (a) Why can't your 

son build a house on 
your farm and work in 
'town? 

WRITE YOUR MLA 
B 

4 (d) Why can't you. 
continue to live in your 
home on retirement and 
selloff the farm? 

WRITE YOUR MLA 

G 
11 (4) If your home is 

appraised at $25,000 and 
the commission claims 
if Ts oriTy worth half, 
should you not the have 
right to appeal? 

WRITE YOUR MLA 

H 

16. Should you not 
have the right to see fair 
market value for your 
land? 

WRITE YOUR MLA 

T 
0 
D 
A 
Y 

-

J 
T H I S IS B I L L N O 

— Presently up for second feeding as proposed by the Government. 
Please redd it careful ly as, if passed, it may affect y o u , your chi ldren and your children's ch i ldren, forever ! 

It affects every square inch of land in British Columbia , NOT just f a r m l a n d ! 
HON. MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 

BILL 
No. 42. LAND COMMISSION ACT 1973 

HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Legislative Assembly 
of the Province of British Columbia, 
enacts as follows: 
Interpretation. 
1. In this Act, unless the context 

otherwise requires, 
"agricultural land" means land desig

nated under section 8; 
"commission, land" means land ac

quired by the commission for pur-
p(Kesof this Act; 

"farm use" means an occupation or use 
^f land for bona fide farm purposes, 
including, without limiting the gen
erality of the foregoing, husbandry 
of the land and the plants, and ani
mals thereon, and any other similar 
activity designated as farm use by 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council; 

"green belt land" means land desig
nated under section 8;. 

"land" includes any estate or interest inland; 
"land bank land" means land desig

nated URdfef section 8; 
"minister" means that member of the 

Executive Council charged by Order 
of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council 
with the administration of this Act; 

"park land" means land designated 
under section 8; 

"regulation" means a regufation or order 
of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council 
made under this Act; 

"reserve" means a reserve of land estab
lished under section 8 of this Act. 

Coinmission established. 
2., (1) There is hereby established a commission to be known as the Provincial Land Commission (hereafter referred to as the "commission") consisting of not less than five members appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor,in Council, to hold, office during pleasure, and upon their I appointment the members constitute a corporation .and ,s|iay _be the directors thereof. - . , 
(2) Each member shall be reimbursed 

for any reasonable travelling or 
out-of-pocket expenses necessarily incur-: 
red by him in discharging his duties, and 
in addition may be paid such, 
remuneration for his services as a 
member of the commission as the' 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council may' 
determine. 

(3) A majority of the members present-
at any meeting of the commission 
constitutes a quorum. 
Chairman. 
3. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council 

shall designate one of the members as 
chairman and one other member as 
vice-chairman. 
Agent of Crown, 
4. (l) The commission is for all purposes 

an agent of the Crown. 
(2) The commission may, of behalf of 

the Crown, carry out its powers and duties 
under this Act in its own name without 
specific reference to Her Majesty and 
may hold in its own name any land or 
other real or personal property, and 
likewise may dispose of, mortgage, 
hypothecate, pledge, and assign any such: 
property. 
staff 
5. (1) The commission may, pursuant to 

the Civil Service Act, appoint such officers 
and employees as it considers necessary 
tor tfie purpose of" this Act', ana' may 
determine their duties. 

(2) The Lieutenant-Govemor in Council 
may appoint a general manager of the 
commission, to be appointed during 
pleasure, and may fix his remuneration 
and may declare that the Civil Service Act 
applies to him. 

(3) The Lieutenant-Govemor in Council may declare that the Civil Service Superannuation Act applies to the members of the commission and to the general manager. 
(4) The commission may, with the approval of the minister, engage and retain such experts, consultants, or specialists as it considers advisable and fix their remuneration. 

By-laws, etc. • / ' 
6. The commission may make such 

by-laws and pass such resolutions, not 
contrary to law or this Act, as it considers 
necessary or advisable for the conduct of 
the affairs of the commission and, without 
limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
may make by-laws and pass resolutions 
with respect to the time and place of 
calling and holding meetings, the 
procedure to be followed at the meetings, 
and generally with respect to the conduct, 
in all respects, of the affairs of the 
commission; and may repeal, amend, or 
re-enact them. 
Objects and powers 
7. It is thef object of the commission to 

(a) preserve agricultural land for 
farm use;-

(b) encourage the establishment 
and maintenance of family 
farms, and land in an agricul
tural land reserve, for a use 
compatible with the preserva
tion of family farms .and farm 
use of the land; 

(c) preserve green belt land in and 
. around urban areas; 

(d) encourage the establishment and maintenance of land in a green belt land reserve for a use compatible with the preserva-
. tionofa green belt; 

(e) preserve land bank land having desirable qualities for urban or industrial development and restrict subdivision or use of the land for other purposes; 
(f) encourage the establishment and 

maintenance of land in a land 
bank land reserve for a us^ com
patible with an ultimate use for 
industrial and urban develop
ment; 

(g) preserve park land for recre
ational use; and 

(h) encourage the establishment 
and maintenance of land in a 
park land reserve for a use com
patible with an ultimate use for 
recreation; 

and, for these objects, it has the power and 
capacity, by itself, or in co-operation with 
the Government of Canada, or any of its 
agencies or corporations, or with any 
other department of Govemment or with a 
municipality or regional district to: 

(i) purchase or otherwise acquire land, on such terms and conditions as the commission may consider advisable, and hold such land for the purposes of this Act; 
(j) dispose of, by sale, lease, or 

otherwise, commission land and 
Crown land that is in an agri
cultural land reserve, a greien 
belt land reserve, a land bank 
land reserve, or a park land 
reserve, or Crown land acquired 
under the Environmental Pro
tection Act, subject to such 
terms and conditions as the 
commission may determine; 

(k) accept gifts of land subject ta. such terms and conditions as the commission may determine; 
(1) acquire and hold personal prop-j 

erty and dispose of prsonal 
property so acquired by. sale, 
lease, or otherwise; and • 

(m) if authorized by any othej- Act,, purchase or otherwise acquire,; hold, administer, and dispose of land, including Crown land, for purposes of that other Act. 
Designation of reserves , 
8. For the purposes of section 7, the 

commission may 
(a) wiUi the prior approval of the 

Lieutenant-Govemor in Council, 
designate land, including Crown 
land, that is suitable for farm 
use, as agricultural land; 

(b) designate land, including Crown 
land, the present condition or 
future potential of which merits 
preservation by reason of its 
aesthetic quality or its location 
in or around urban areas, as 
green belt land; 

(c) designate land, including Crown 
land, having desirable qualities 
for urban or industrial develop
ment or redevelopment, as land 
bank land; and j 

(d) designate land, including Crown 
land, having desirable qualities' 
for, or future potential for, 
recreational use, as park land; 

and, upon being so designated, the 
agricultural land, the green belt land, the 
land bank, or the park land is established 
as 

(e) an agricultural land reserve; of 
(f) a green belt land reserve; or ^ 
(g) a land bank land reserve; or ^ 
(h) aparkland'reserve, 

as the case may be, and shall be subject to 
this Act and the regulations. 
Deletion from reserve 
9. The Lieutenant-Govemor in Council 

may, by order, exclude any land, whether 
Crown land or private land, from the 
reserves established under section 8. 
Agricultural land reserve . 
10. (1) No person shall occupy or use 

agricultural land designated as an 
agricultural land reserve - pursuant to 
section 8 for any purpose other than farm 
use, except as permitted by this Act or the 
regulations or by order Of the commission 
upon such terms and conditions as the 
commission may impose. 
(2) In addition to the exceptions, 

reservations, or limitations set out in 
subsection (1) of section 38 of the Land 
Registry Act, a certificate of title 
heretofore issued under that Act in re
spect of agricultural land that is desig
nated as an agricultural land reserve shall 
be subject, by implication and without 
special endorsement on the certificate of 
title, to this Act and the regulations 
respecting the reserve and farm use of the 
land contained therein^ .and the Registrar 
under the Land Regisfe^Act shall note on 
every certificate Qf^Jiu^ of agricultural 

. land hereafter issu^tfiSlfe designated as 
an agricultural . reserve an 
endorsement that th# sS&rtificate of titler 
. may be affected by Uvis Act, 

(3) Notwithstanding 9,ubsection (2), the-
H commission may, | in;^ respect of anyi 

agricultural land thatte'an agricultural" 
land reserve,, registctf^i A v e a t in the 
appropriate Land RegistRy®Ffice restrict-

• ing the agricultural land qe&cribed therein 
to farm use. 
(4) On, from, and-aftefc|the twenty-first 

. day of December, jiSJafi except as 
permitted by this Act, '(^tii^Mgulations,-

• or by an order of .the'ftmjir&ion upon 
•such terms -and coiffaOTs' as the 
commission may imposg.'̂ ,̂%f 

• * 

(a) no municipality, or regional district, or any authority, board, or other agency established by it shall authorize or permit agricultural land in an agricultural land reserve to be used for a purpose other than farm use, or authorize or permit a building to be erected thereon that is not for farm use, or for a residence necessary for farm use; 
(b) no person, designated or ap

pointed under the Local Serv-
. ices Act, shall authorize or per
mit agricultural land in an agri
cultural land reserve to be used 
for a purpose other than farm 
use, or authorize or permit a 
building to be erected thereon 
that is not for farm use, or for 
a residence necessary for farm 
use; 

(c) no approving officer under the 
Land Registry Act and no ap
proving officer or Board of 
Variance under the Municipal 
Act shall authorize or permit 
agricultural land in an agricul
tural land reserve to be used for 
a purpose other than farm use; 

(d) no Registrar of Titles under the 
Land Registry A,<it shall accept an application for dep(»it of a plan of subdivision under the 
Land Registry Act, or under the Strata Titles Act, or under the Real Estate Act, all or part of which consists of agricultural land in an agricultural land reserve. 

Exemption 
11. (1) Section 10 does not apply in respect of agricultural land in an agricultural land reserve that, on the twenty-first day of December, 1972, was, by separate certificate of title under the Land Registry Act, less than two acres in area. 
(2) Where a use of agricultural land that 

is within an agricultural land reserve |-| 
(a) is a use other than farm nse.; and 
(b) was established and carried on . continuously for a period of at 

' 1 lea'st six monthŝ  Immediately prior tb the twenty-first day of December, 197̂ ; and 
(c) is permitted by, or is not in 

contravention of, any other Act, 
regulation, by-law, order, or 
any other law respecting land 
use, 

that agricultural land is exempted from 
section 10 unless and until 

(d) the use of that agricultural 
land is changed to a use other 
tlian farm use without the per
mission of the commiission; or 

(e) any other Act, regulation, by
law, order, or any other law 
made after the twenty-first day 
of December, 1972, prohibits 
such use; or 

(f) permission for any other use 
granted under any other Act, 
regulation, by-law, or order is 
withdrawn or expures. 

(3) Where agricultural land, exempted 
under subsection (2), is sold, leased, 
transferred, transmitted, or otherwise 
disposed of, this Act and the regulations 
thereupon apply to that land, except as 
otherwise pCTmitted by the commission. 
(4) The commission may, in accord

ance with the regulations, hear and 
determine applications for permission 
under subsections (2) and (3), and under 
subsections (l) and (4) of section 10, and 
may grant or refuse permission for a use 
of the land for other than farm use, and 
may im.oose whatever terms and 
conditions" it considers advisable, andj 
except as provided in subsection (5), the 
decision of the commission is final and nol. 
appeal lies from that decision. ' 
(5) An owner of land aggrieved 

(a) by an order or decision of the 
commission refusing permission 
under subsection (1) or (4) of 
section 10 or under this section; 
or 

(b) by the terms and conditions 
imposed by the commission in an 
order made under subsection. 
(1) or (4) 'of section 10, or a 
permission granted under this 
section, 

may appeal, on a question of law or excess 
of jurisdiction Mily, by way of stated case 
to the Supreme Court, and the provisions 
jof the Summary • Convictions Act 
irespecting appeals by way of stated case 
apply, with the necessary changes and so 
far as are applicable, to the appeal, and to 
any further appeal therefrom, and a 
reference in that Act to a Justice shall be 
deemed to .be a reference to the 
icommission. 
Additional powers re agricultural land 
12. With respect to agricultural land 

designated as an agricultural land 
reserve, the commission may 

(a) make agreements with the own-
.• ers of agricultural land respect-
. ing continued farm use of the 

agricultural land upon such 
terms and conditions as may be 
agreed; 

(b) carry:on farming operations on 
commission land or agree with 
other persons to do so; 

(c) withdraw from an agricultural 
land reserve agricultural land 

• owned by the commission arid, 
with, the prior approval of the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, 
dispose of such land to the Crown 
to be dealt with under the Land 
Act; 

(d) dispose of agricultural land 
owned by the commission with 
prior approval of the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council, to private 
ownership for permanent farm 
use, or any other use considered 
by the commission to be in the 
public interest, subject to such 
terms and conditions as the 
commission may determine; and 

(e) subject to the approval of the 
Minister of Finance, or of the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs, 
as the case may be, establish 
a system of tax incentives to en
courage the dedication of pri
vately owned agricultural land 
to permanent farm use, and to 
increase the agriculture produc
tivity thereof. 

Capital improvements 
13. The commission may make, place, 

or construct on or bring on to, or cause to 
be made, placed, or constructed on or 
brought on to, any commission land such 
capital improvements as it considers 
necessary or desirable for the efficient 
development or use of the commission 
land or other land in the vicinity, and pay 
for or purchase any capital improvements 
made, placed, or constructed on or 
brought on to any commission land by any 
person. 
Taxes 
14. Where commission lands are 

unoccupied or a lease of commission land 
does not provide for the payment of tax by 
the lessee, the commission may pay to the 
municipality or regional district a grant in 
lieu of taxes. 
Fees 

15. The commission may establish, with 
the approval of the Lieutenant-Governor 
in Council, a schedule of fees to be paid to 
the commission for the preparation of 
leases and evaluations of land, and for 
copies of documents of the commission. 
No right to compensation in respect of 
reserve land 
16. Land shall be deemed not to be taken or injuriously affected by reason of the desi^uktion by the commission of that land as an agricultural land ireserve, green l>elt land reserve, land bank land reserve, of park land^eserve. 

Agreements 
17. For the purpose of this Act, the 

minister may, subject to the approval of 
the Lieutenant-Govemor in Council, enter 
into such a^eements as the minister 
considers advisable with 

(a) the Govemment of Canada; 
(b) a municipality; 
(c) a regional district; . 
(d) anagentof the Crown; and 
(e) any other department of Gov-
. emment. 

Reports 
18. (1) The commission shall submit 

annually to the Lieutenant-Goveraor in 
Council. 

(a) a report respecting the opera
tions of the commission for the 
immediately preceding fiscal 
year. 

(b) a financial statement showing 
the business of the commission 
for that fiscal year, in such form 
as may be required by the Comp
troller-General. 

(2) The report shall be laid before the 
Legislative Assembly within fifteen 
sitting days from the commencement of 
the session next following the end of the 
fiscal year for which the report is made; 
but the commission is not required to 
submit its annual report less than ninety 
days after the end of its fiscal year. 
Regulations 
19. For the purpose of carrying out the 

{»̂ v)sions of this act according to their 
intent, the Lieutenant-Governor in Council 
may make such regulations and orders as 
are ancillary thereto and not inconsistent 
therewith; and every regulation shall be 
deemed to be part of this Act and has the 
force of law; and, without restricting the 
generality of the foregoing, the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council may 
make regulations and orders 

(a) respecting the designation and 
approval of agricultural land 
reserves, and the designation of 
farm use; 

(b) respecting applications to the commission for permission under section 10 and section 11, and the practice and procedure for hearing the applicatioh; 
(c) respecting the appraisal of 

land and the acquisition, by 
purchase or lease, of land; 

(d) respecting applications for sale 
or lease of commission land OT 
personal property, or Crown 
land that is in a reserve, and the 
terms and conditions of sale or 
lease; 

(e) respecting the management and 
control of commission land; 

(f) prescribing the method S 
determining the eligibility of 
applicants to lease or purchase 
commission land; 

(g) prescribing the interest payable 
in respect of purchases from 
the commission or arrears of 
rents; 

(h) providing for varying, waiving, 
postponing, or rescheduling of-
interest or rent or the payment 
of interest or rent; and 

(i) respecting any other matter 
required for carrying out the 
purpose of the AcL 

Application of other Acts. 
20. (1) This Act is subject to the Envi

ronment and Land Use Act,. and the 
Pollution Control Act, 1967, and the 
Environmental Protection Act, but 
otherwise, except as provided in this Act, 
this Act and the regulations are not 
subject to any other Act of regulations, 
whenever enacted or made, and no 
Minister, department of Government, or 
agent of the Cio.'n shall exercisie any 
power granted under any other Act or 
regulation except in accordance with this 
Act and the regulations. 

(2) Notwithstanding the Land Act or any 
other Act or law, the commission; as agent 
of Her Majesty in right of the Province, 
shall administer as commission land all 
Crown land that is designated under 
section 8 as reserve land and Crown land 
under the Environmental Protection Act, 
and may sell, lease, or otherwise dispose 
of any portion of such land in accordance 
with this Act upon such terms and 
conditions as the commission may 
determine. 
(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1), 

where Crown land that is designated as an 
agricultural land reserve under section 8 
has been leased by the Crown, or sold by 
agreement for sale by the Crown and not 
transferred to the purchaser before the 
twenty-first day of December, 1972, and on 
that date was being used for a purpose 
other than farm use, but as permitted by, 
or not in contravention of, the terms and 
conditions of the lease or agreement for 
sale, that use may continue until the 
termination of the lease or the issue of title 
to the purchaser under the agreement for 
sale. 

(4) Subject to subsection (5), nothing in 
this Act or the regulations affects or 
impairs the validity of a by-law of a 
municipality or regional district relating ' 
to the use of agricultural land in an 
agricultural land reserve except in so far 
as the by-law is contrary to, or is in 
conflict with, inconsistent with, or 
repugnant to, this Act, or the regulations, 
or an order ofthe commission; and in case 
of any conflict, inconsistency, or 
repugnancy Ijetween the by-law and this 
Act, or the regulations, or order of the 
commission, this Act or the regulations or 
the order of the commission prevails. 

(5) A by-law or regulation of a municipality or regional district, or any provision thereof, that is, in any manner, in conflict with, inconsistent with, or repugnant to this Act, or the regulations, or order of the commission is suspended and of no effect to the extent of such conflict, inconsistency, or repugnancy. 
(6) A by-law or regulation of a 

municipality or regional district that 
provides for further or additional 
restrictions or conditions respecting farm 
use of- agricultural land than those 
provided by this Act and the regulations is 
not, for that reason alone in conflict with, 
inconsistent with, or repugnant to this Act 
and the regulations. 
(7) Subject to subsection (8), the 

Companies Act does not apply to the 
commission. 

(8) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council 
may, by order, declare that any of the 
provisions of the Companies Act apply to 
the commission, and those provisions 
thereupon apply to the commission. 
Appropriation 
21. (1) For the purpose of this Act and 

the establishment of an agricultural land 
reserve under section 8, the Minister of 
Finances shall, from tiriie to time as 
required by the commission, pay out of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund, or the 
Revenue Surplus Appropriation Accoupt 
of the Consolidiated Revenue Fund, or 
partly from the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund and partly from the Revenue 
Sur.Dlus Aojoropriation Account,_to_the_ 
commission, an amount not exceeding in 
the aggregate twenty-five million dollars. 

("2) For the purposes of this Act and the 
estabUshment of green belt land reserves, 
land bank land reserves, or park land 
reserves, the Minister of Finance may pay 
under the Green Belt Protection Fund Act 
or the Accelerated Park Development 
Fund Act, or any other Act that authorizes 
moneys to be paid for such purposes, such 
amounts as he may consider necessary for 
the purpose of this Act. 
(3) F\urther moneys required for the 

purposes of this Act shall be paid out of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund with moneys 
authorized by an Act of the Legislature to 
be paid and applied'for such purposes. 
Commencement 
22. (1) This act, excepting this section,-

comes into force on a date to be fixed by 
the Lieutenant-Governor by his procla
mation and he may fix different dates for 
the coming into force of the several 
provisions of this Act; and the d̂ te of the 
coming into force of any of the provisions 
of this Act may be declared to be before or 
after the enactment of this Act. 

(2) Where the date of the coming into 
force of any of the provisions of this Act is 
prior to the enactment of this'Act, that^ 
provision of the Act is retroactive to tfie 
extent necessary to give full force: and 
effect to that provision on, from, and after 
that date. 
(3) This section comes into force on 

Royal Assent. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 
The purpose of this Act is to establish a. 

Provincia Land Commission to set jp and 
control reserves of agricultural land, 
green belt land, land bank land, and park 
land. 
(This statement is submitted .by the 

Lepislative Counsel and is not part of the 
legislation.) 

The Okanagan Mainline Real Estate Boarif rior to any Amendments being m e Public as to the contents of this Bill. 


