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From:                              Fry, Colin ALC:EX
Sent:                               Thursday, August 25, 2011 3:37 PM
To:                                   'Ireland Farms'
Cc:                                   Cheetham, Roger ALC:EX; Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX
Subject:                          RE: ALC application # 52351 and addressing District concerns
Hi Danny, I took the application to Richard yesterday and we had a long conversation regarding the proposal. I
asked Roger Cheetham to participate as well to discuss the background regarding Maber Flats and storm water
management discussions he’s had with Central Saanich over the years. Richard is meeting with Central Saanich
councillors at the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) annual convention the week of September 26 and wants to
discuss the Maber Flats water issue with them at that time before he considers your proposal further.
Yours truly,

Colin Fry

Executive Director
Agricultural Land Commission
Tel:   (604) 660 - 7006
Fax: (604) 660 - 7033

  
From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2011 1:00 PM
To: Fry, Colin ALC:EX
Subject: FW: ALC application # 52351 and addressing District concerns

Afternoon Colin.
As we discussed last week, was wondering if you’ve met with Richard and have the necessary approval
coming shortly?
Thanks Colin.
Cheers,
dan
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251
From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 4:57 PM
To: 'Fry, Colin ALC:EX'
Subject: RE: ALC application # 52351 and addressing District concerns

Colin.
Thanks for the opportunity to discuss our soil deposit proposal further.
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As we discussed, the two items that the District of Central Saanich were concerned about and what we have
proposed to address them are as follows:
1. the maintenance of a ‘zero’ increase in net water runoff.
There will be no greater water generated by this project than what currently exists. Nevertheless, to
satisfy the District, we are prepared to increase our water retention capability by expanding our
perimeter ditch system that is evident in the photos in the Agrologist report. This will facilitate water
drainage at a reasonable flow rate after peak water periods.
2. the concern for the neighbouring property soil deposit and its affects on our land.
The neighbouring property soil deposit, although has added further drainage complications for us, is
not the cause of our poor soil characteristics nor elevation depressions which prevent adequate
drainage.
The Agrologist report indicates our soil classification to vary from 4W to 6W which is consistent with
poorly drained soils. It further indicates that this classification cannot be improved economically e.g.
dyking, pumping, etc. The land can be improved however, by slightly raising the elevation in the
method we have proposed i.e. providing a gentle graded slope from east to west at approximately 1%.
The soil deposit would eliminate low depressions and improve the classification to a 2W to 3W rating
which would result in a far greater diversification of crops that can be grown in addition to providing
greater access to the fields than the current 4-6 months. This would further allow us to locate our
expanded intensive livestock facilities in this area.
As we discussed Colin, I trust this provides the necessary support information to expedite an approval by the
Commission.
Thanks again for your intervention on this matter.
Cheers,
Dan
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251
From: Fry, Colin ALC:EX [mailto:Colin.Fry@gov.bc.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 2:20 PM
To: 'Ireland Farms'
Subject: RE: ALC application # 52351

Dan, just in case you have a blackberry I tried calling you at home and left a voice-mail message to call me. If you
get this first please call to discuss the proposal.
Thanks

Colin Fry

Executive Director
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Agricultural Land Commission
Tel:   (604) 660 - 7006
Fax: (604) 660 - 7033

From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2011 5:46 PM
To: Fry, Colin ALC:EX
Subject: RE: ALC application # 52351

Thank you Colin and yes of course this is acceptable to us as I know you’re attempting to assist us getting
this project under way at the earliest opportunity.
Dan
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251
From: Fry, Colin ALC:EX [mailto:Colin.Fry@gov.bc.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2011 5:11 PM
To: 'Ireland Farms'
Subject: RE: ALC application # 52351

Dan, I haven’t forgotten about you. I have read all your submissions and the Massei material. I believe I have a
good understanding of the situation. If you will bear with me until tomorrow I have a few questions of my staff to fill
in some blanks. I trust this is acceptable.
Colin
From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2011 4:38 PM
To: Fry, Colin ALC:EX
Subject: RE: ALC application # 52351

Thank you kindly Colin.
Dan Ireland
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251
From: Fry, Colin ALC:EX [mailto:Colin.Fry@gov.bc.ca]
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2011 3:02 PM
To: 'irelandfarms@shaw.ca'
Cc: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX; Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX
Subject: FW: ALC application # 52351
Mr. Ireland, I will review your files and get back to you no later than tomorrow.
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Colin Fry

Executive Director
Agricultural Land Commission
Tel:   (604) 660 - 7006
Fax: (604) 660 - 7033

_____________________________________________
From: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2011 3:55 PM
To: 'Ireland Farms'
Cc: Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX
Subject: ALC application # 52351

Hello Dan,
Based on our conversation this afternoon, the below is what I understand your project to be, please confirm:
Subject properties: Lots A & B
Size of properties: 2.0 ha each (approx)
Voume:12, 600
Depth: 2.87 metres
Type: construction grade fill
Total project area: 0.5 ha, a 75 metre strip below the retention pond.
Duration: 2 summers, depending on fill availability
This information is based on the Notice of Intent Form received by our office July 11, 2011. The project details as stated in the
Application for Non-Farm Use, received by our office June 22 nd , 2011 no longer apply as the scope of the project has been
reduced.
·         The intent of the proposal is to improve soil characteristics due to inadequate drainage and to facilitate expansion of intensive
livestock facilities.
·         No material will be taken off of the property. Existing peat area below the pond will be excavated and replaced with
construction grade fill material to support livestock barns, feed bins, and access roadway. The peat would be used to fill in
property depressions throughout the property.
·         Livestock facilities include semi-permanent structures, including feed systems, which are moved throughout the property as
needed. No building permits required. There are currently 15 structures on the property and the proposed fill will allow
expansion of this use.
·         Construction grade fill is needed to support the feed trucks on that area of the property, needs to prevent flooding of that
portion of the property to be usable.
·         An agrologist report was submitted with the application (although the project has now changed in scope). Conclusions include:
·         No increase in water flows into Maber Flats, alternative drainage solutions (dyking, etc) are cost prohibitive, and that
the ag cap rating of Class 4-Class 6, is not economically improvable. The fill project will not impact neighbouring
properties.
Based on the above information, your proposal does not fit under the Notice of Intent requirements (Section 4(1)(b) of our
Regulations) as the fill proposed is for an area larger than the proposed structures themselves, and further because the structures
are non-permanent and do not require foundations.
During our phone conversation, I expressed that I believed your proposal to fit under the ALC Regulations
as a farm practice (Section 2(2)(d). However, upon further review of your proposal and the amount and type
of fill requested, it has been determined that your proposal will require Commission oversight. To that end,
a site visit will be scheduled in September.
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Question for you: The agrologist report commented on the original scope of the project that was submitted under the application.
Have you been in touch with him about the reduced scope of the project? Does he have any comments or concerns regarding the
revised proposal (type of fill, area of fill, impacts of drainage, etc)? This information would be helpful for the Commission’s
consideration.
Please be advised that I will be away on vacation until September 1, 2011. Gordon Bednard is also away until September. I will
respond to any correspondence as soon as possible upon my return.
I apologize for any confusion or delay this has caused.
Best Regards, Terra
Terra M. Kaethler
Land Use Planner - Island Region
Agricultural Land Commission
133-4940 Canada Way Burnaby, BC V5G 4K6
Ph. 604-660-7022 Fax 604-660-7033
www.alc.gov.bc.ca

_____________________________________________
From: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2011 11:28 AM
To: 'Ireland Farms'
Cc: Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX
Subject: RE: Phone message?

Hi Dan, I am looking over all your information right now and I do have some questions for you. I will call you today to discuss. Is there a good
time to reach you?
Thanks, Terra
_____________________________________________
From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2011 11:15 AM
To: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX
Cc: Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX
Subject: Phone message?

Hello Terra.
I left a phone message with you yesterday and understand that you’re in on Thursday’s and Friday’s.
Can you please call so discuss our soil deposit status?
If we proceed under the conditions of a Notice of Intent, we understand we’re able to proceed after 60 days
from date of notice (which was July 1st, 2011). Our project is dependent on good dry weather and we would
like to commence sooner than September 1st.
Thank you.
Dan Ireland
Ireland Farms
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1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251

_____________________________________________
From: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX [mailto:Terra.Kaethler@gov.bc.ca]
Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2011 10:57 AM
To: 'Ireland Farms'
Cc: Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX
Subject: RE: email received?
Hi Dan,
My apologies for the delayed response, I am only in the office part time.
Thank you for the additional information.
I will try to clarify some of the confusion. We have different streams for different types of applications. You submitted a non-farm use
application. That comes to me for my review, and I review it in the order that it came in (we get hundreds of applications a year). Notice of
Intent (NOI)applications go through Gordon Bednard, and go through a different review process, and have different requirements. Requests for
farm practice come in through yet a different stream. Generally speaking we try to get people to fill out a “Soil Deposition Form” first, telling us
about the proposal, and then we can determine which stream it falls into.
As you have already submitted a NF use application, and now a NOI, we will review all of the information you have submitted, and determine if
your proposal will need to go to the Commission, if it fits the requirements of an NOI, or if it falls under our Regulations as a “Farm Practice”. In
any case, we still need to review all of the information pertaining to the proposal.
Also to clarify, in answer to your question, “ why

is there any necessity to deliberate on our request much further than
to simply provide approval as requested?”
We review all soil deposition proposals very carefully. Mr. Mazzei did submit a non-farm use application and a notice of intent application as
well. Through our review of his applications, we determined that his proposal fit under our Regulations and could be allowed as a farm practice.
This process took over 6 months and there were many revisions to his proposal along the way. His approval also included many conditions
which we are monitoring very closely.

I hope that this clarifies that it is not that your proposal “appears to be so problematic”,as you have stated, it is more a matter that we need to
do a proper review all of the components of the proposal quite carefully. This includes any previous applications or fill allowed on the property.
I will be reviewing Mr. Mazzei’s proposal , as well as other files to ensure fairness in our process.
We will make every effort to process your proposal as quickly as possible and keep you informed along the way. A site visit may very well be
necessary, and if so, I will contact you in the next few weeks to set that up. We will likely be in your area in September.

I trust this answers your questions. I am available today and tomorrow for a phone conversation if you wish to
discuss this further.
Best regards, Terra

Terra M. Kaethler
Land Use Planner - Island Region

file:///I|/General/Kaethler/working_files/Commission%20Mtg%20October/attchmts%20to%20upload/52351email_Sept15.htm[2011-09-1510
4:25:47
of 55 PM]

Agricultural Land Commission
133-4940 Canada Way Burnaby, BC V5G 4K6
Ph. 604-660-7022 Fax 604-660-7033
www.alc.gov.bc.ca

_____________________________________________
From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 2:18 PM
To: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX
Subject: email received?

Hello Terra… can u advise if you received my reply? I’m never certain if my correspondence is being
received at your agency.
Thank you.
Cheers,
dan
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251

_____________________________________________
From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Sunday, July 24, 2011 12:01 PM
To: 'Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX'; 'Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX'
Cc: 'Fry, Colin ALC:EX'
Subject: RE: Request for a phone call

Thank you Terra.
I’ve attached a drawing (from the Agrologist’s Report) to reflect where our livestock facilities are being sited.
Regarding Gordon’s questions:
1. Please provide plans for the proposed farm buildings and a siting plan for their location on the property.
Attached is a drawing showing the siting of the facilities on the property.

2. If building permits have been applied for with the local government, please provide a copy.
The type of intensive livestock production system we utilize to facilitate our ‘Naturally raised organic meats’ depends on
using nature’s elements and our production is ‘free range’ once all livestock and poultry are of age to transfer from enclosed
environment to their natural settings. We use semi-permanent structures (including moveable commercial feed systems)
which allow us to relocate them as needed in a specified area. This facilitates disease prevention by rotation and is
becoming a widely accepted production technique.
As such, since there are no permanent structures eg. concrete footings, etc., there is no requirement for building permits.

3. Some detail regarding your “intensive livestock operation” would be appreciated (eg type of livestock, number of animals,
etc).
This information was provided in our previous correspondence; however, we include it again as follows. Our annual
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production this year will be approximately 55,000 kg. broiler quota (29,000 broilers), 30,000 kg. turkey quota (3,000 turkeys),
100 lambs, 50 hogs and 20-30 beef. We also produce 100-150 tonnes of hay. We are categorized as one of the top 10
livestock operations on the Saanich Peninsula and are one of very few ‘active’ full-time farms in the region.

We trust the above information provides the Commission with a ‘complete’ picture of our agriculture
production to understand why we need the soil deposit to allow our farming to continue.
Your comment below regarding “determining the most appropriate channel for our request” implies that our
previous comments are not being understood and/or taken into account.
As we have 1) in being misguided, already applied under the non-farm use application process; 2) already
submitted a Notice of Intent due to the livestock expansion component; and 3) by being recently informed,
provided correspondence that our neighbours application for a similar deposit to improve his land did not
need either (1) or (2) above, we question “why is there any necessity to deliberate on our request much
further than to simply provide approval as requested?
Terra, perhaps a phone call could assist in explaining why this small soil deposit appears to be so
problematic. That would be greatly beneficial to us. Additionally, perhaps you and/or Gordon would like to
make a site visit so we can further demonstrate to you our need for this soil deposit in addition to showing
you the scale of our livestock operation?
Thank you.
Dan
<< File: Livestock Facilities - relative to soil deposit.doc >>
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251

From: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX [mailto:Terra.Kaethler@gov.bc.ca]
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 3:21 PM
To: 'irelandfarms@shaw.ca'; Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX
Cc: Fry, Colin ALC:EX
Subject: RE: Request for a phone call
Hello Dan,
This is to inform you that we are reviewing your proposal and will contact you as soon as possible should we require additional information.
We will then be able to assess and inform you of the most appropriate channel for your request (be it as a request for an approval for farm
use, a Notice of Intent, or through the application process). In any case, please address the questions in Gord’s email to you dated July 15
regarding the expansion of your intensive livestock facilities, to ensure that we have a complete understanding of your proposal.
Gord or myself will be in touch with you as soon as possible.
Thank you, Terra

Terra M. Kaethler
Land Use Planner - Island Region
Agricultural Land Commission
133-4940 Canada Way Burnaby, BC V5G 4K6
Ph. 604-660-7022 Fax 604-660-7033
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www.alc.gov.bc.ca

From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 10:32 AM
To: Fry, Colin ALC:EX
Subject: Request for a phone call

Hello Colin.
I’ve left a couple of messages and are having difficulty getting anyone with your agency to return my call.
I’d appreciate a quick phone call so you can help clairify our soil deposit request. I’m in and out of the farm
but on the grounds, so have instructed whoever answers our phone to get me promptly.
Thank you kindly.
Cheers,
Dan Ireland
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251
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From:                              Ireland Farms [irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent:                               Wednesday, August 17, 2011 4:57 PM
To:                                   Fry, Colin ALC:EX
Subject:                          RE: ALC application # 52351 and addressing District concerns
Colin.
Thanks for the opportunity to discuss our soil deposit proposal further.
As we discussed, the two items that the District of Central Saanich were concerned about and what we have
proposed to address them are as follows:
1. the maintenance of a ‘zero’ increase in net water runoff.
There will be no greater water generated by this project than what currently exists. Nevertheless, to
satisfy the District, we are prepared to increase our water retention capability by expanding our
perimeter ditch system that is evident in the photos in the Agrologist report. This will facilitate water
drainage at a reasonable flow rate after peak water periods.
2. the concern for the neighbouring property soil deposit and its affects on our land.
The neighbouring property soil deposit, although has added further drainage complications for us, is
not the cause of our poor soil characteristics nor elevation depressions which prevent adequate
drainage.
The Agrologist report indicates our soil classification to vary from 4W to 6W which is consistent with
poorly drained soils. It further indicates that this classification cannot be improved economically e.g.
dyking, pumping, etc. The land can be improved however, by slightly raising the elevation in the
method we have proposed i.e. providing a gentle graded slope from east to west at approximately 1%.
The soil deposit would eliminate low depressions and improve the classification to a 2W to 3W rating
which would result in a far greater diversification of crops that can be grown in addition to providing
greater access to the fields than the current 4-6 months. This would further allow us to locate our
expanded intensive livestock facilities in this area.
As we discussed Colin, I trust this provides the necessary support information to expedite an approval by the
Commission.
Thanks again for your intervention on this matter.
Cheers,
Dan
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251
From: Fry, Colin ALC:EX [mailto:Colin.Fry@gov.bc.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 2:20 PM
To: 'Ireland Farms'

file:///I|/...r/working_files/Commission%20Mtg%20October/attchmts%20to%20upload/52351emails_July21%20to%20Aug17%202011.htm[2011-09-15
14 of 55
4:26:34 PM

Subject: RE: ALC application # 52351

Dan, just in case you have a blackberry I tried calling you at home and left a voice-mail message to call me. If you
get this first please call to discuss the proposal.
Thanks

Colin Fry

Executive Director
Agricultural Land Commission
Tel:   (604) 660 - 7006
Fax: (604) 660 - 7033

From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2011 5:46 PM
To: Fry, Colin ALC:EX
Subject: RE: ALC application # 52351

Thank you Colin and yes of course this is acceptable to us as I know you’re attempting to assist us getting
this project under way at the earliest opportunity.
Dan
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251
From: Fry, Colin ALC:EX [mailto:Colin.Fry@gov.bc.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2011 5:11 PM
To: 'Ireland Farms'
Subject: RE: ALC application # 52351

Dan, I haven’t forgotten about you. I have read all your submissions and the Massei material. I believe I have a
good understanding of the situation. If you will bear with me until tomorrow I have a few questions of my staff to fill
in some blanks. I trust this is acceptable.
Colin
From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2011 4:38 PM
To: Fry, Colin ALC:EX
Subject: RE: ALC application # 52351

Thank you kindly Colin.
Dan Ireland
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
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250.652.3251
From: Fry, Colin ALC:EX [mailto:Colin.Fry@gov.bc.ca]
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2011 3:02 PM
To: 'irelandfarms@shaw.ca'
Cc: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX; Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX
Subject: FW: ALC application # 52351
Mr. Ireland, I will review your files and get back to you no later than tomorrow.

Colin Fry

Executive Director
Agricultural Land Commission
Tel:   (604) 660 - 7006
Fax: (604) 660 - 7033

_____________________________________________
From: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2011 3:55 PM
To: 'Ireland Farms'
Cc: Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX
Subject: ALC application # 52351

Hello Dan,
Based on our conversation this afternoon, the below is what I understand your project to be, please confirm:
Subject properties: Lots A & B
Size of properties: 2.0 ha each (approx)
Voume:12, 600
Depth: 2.87 metres
Type: construction grade fill
Total project area: 0.5 ha, a 75 metre strip below the retention pond.
Duration: 2 summers, depending on fill availability
This information is based on the Notice of Intent Form received by our office July 11, 2011. The project details as stated in the
Application for Non-Farm Use, received by our office June 22 nd , 2011 no longer apply as the scope of the project has been
reduced.
·         The intent of the proposal is to improve soil characteristics due to inadequate drainage and to facilitate expansion of intensive
livestock facilities.
·         No material will be taken off of the property. Existing peat area below the pond will be excavated and replaced with
construction grade fill material to support livestock barns, feed bins, and access roadway. The peat would be used to fill in
property depressions throughout the property.
·         Livestock facilities include semi-permanent structures, including feed systems, which are moved throughout the property as
needed. No building permits required. There are currently 15 structures on the property and the proposed fill will allow
expansion of this use.
·         Construction grade fill is needed to support the feed trucks on that area of the property, needs to prevent flooding of that
portion of the property to be usable.
·         An agrologist report was submitted with the application (although the project has now changed in scope). Conclusions include:
·         No increase in water flows into Maber Flats, alternative drainage solutions (dyking, etc) are cost prohibitive, and that
the ag cap rating of Class 4-Class 6, is not economically improvable. The fill project will not impact neighbouring
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properties.
Based on the above information, your proposal does not fit under the Notice of Intent requirements (Section 4(1)(b) of our
Regulations) as the fill proposed is for an area larger than the proposed structures themselves, and further because the structures
are non-permanent and do not require foundations.
During our phone conversation, I expressed that I believed your proposal to fit under the ALC Regulations
as a farm practice (Section 2(2)(d). However, upon further review of your proposal and the amount and type
of fill requested, it has been determined that your proposal will require Commission oversight. To that end,
a site visit will be scheduled in September.
Question for you: The agrologist report commented on the original scope of the project that was submitted under the application.
Have you been in touch with him about the reduced scope of the project? Does he have any comments or concerns regarding the
revised proposal (type of fill, area of fill, impacts of drainage, etc)? This information would be helpful for the Commission’s
consideration.
Please be advised that I will be away on vacation until September 1, 2011. Gordon Bednard is also away until September. I will
respond to any correspondence as soon as possible upon my return.
I apologize for any confusion or delay this has caused.
Best Regards, Terra
Terra M. Kaethler
Land Use Planner - Island Region
Agricultural Land Commission
133-4940 Canada Way Burnaby, BC V5G 4K6
Ph. 604-660-7022 Fax 604-660-7033
www.alc.gov.bc.ca

_____________________________________________
From: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2011 11:28 AM
To: 'Ireland Farms'
Cc: Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX
Subject: RE: Phone message?

Hi Dan, I am looking over all your information right now and I do have some questions for you. I will call you today to discuss. Is there a good
time to reach you?
Thanks, Terra
_____________________________________________
From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2011 11:15 AM
To: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX
Cc: Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX
Subject: Phone message?

Hello Terra.
I left a phone message with you yesterday and understand that you’re in on Thursday’s and Friday’s.
Can you please call so discuss our soil deposit status?
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If we proceed under the conditions of a Notice of Intent, we understand we’re able to proceed after 60 days
from date of notice (which was July 1st, 2011). Our project is dependent on good dry weather and we would
like to commence sooner than September 1st.
Thank you.
Dan Ireland
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251

_____________________________________________
From: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX [mailto:Terra.Kaethler@gov.bc.ca]
Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2011 10:57 AM
To: 'Ireland Farms'
Cc: Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX
Subject: RE: email received?
Hi Dan,
My apologies for the delayed response, I am only in the office part time.
Thank you for the additional information.
I will try to clarify some of the confusion. We have different streams for different types of applications. You submitted a non-farm use
application. That comes to me for my review, and I review it in the order that it came in (we get hundreds of applications a year). Notice of
Intent (NOI)applications go through Gordon Bednard, and go through a different review process, and have different requirements. Requests for
farm practice come in through yet a different stream. Generally speaking we try to get people to fill out a “Soil Deposition Form” first, telling us
about the proposal, and then we can determine which stream it falls into.
As you have already submitted a NF use application, and now a NOI, we will review all of the information you have submitted, and determine if
your proposal will need to go to the Commission, if it fits the requirements of an NOI, or if it falls under our Regulations as a “Farm Practice”. In
any case, we still need to review all of the information pertaining to the proposal.
Also to clarify, in answer to your question, “ why

is there any necessity to deliberate on our request much further than
to simply provide approval as requested?”
We review all soil deposition proposals very carefully. Mr. Mazzei did submit a non-farm use application and a notice of intent application as
well. Through our review of his applications, we determined that his proposal fit under our Regulations and could be allowed as a farm practice.
This process took over 6 months and there were many revisions to his proposal along the way. His approval also included many conditions
which we are monitoring very closely.

I hope that this clarifies that it is not that your proposal “appears to be so problematic”,as you have stated, it is more a matter that we need to
do a proper review all of the components of the proposal quite carefully. This includes any previous applications or fill allowed on the property.
I will be reviewing Mr. Mazzei’s proposal , as well as other files to ensure fairness in our process.
We will make every effort to process your proposal as quickly as possible and keep you informed along the way. A site visit may very well be
necessary, and if so, I will contact you in the next few weeks to set that up. We will likely be in your area in September.

file:///I|/...r/working_files/Commission%20Mtg%20October/attchmts%20to%20upload/52351emails_July21%20to%20Aug17%202011.htm[2011-09-15
18 of 55
4:26:34 PM

I trust this answers your questions. I am available today and tomorrow for a phone conversation if you wish to
discuss this further.
Best regards, Terra

Terra M. Kaethler
Land Use Planner - Island Region
Agricultural Land Commission
133-4940 Canada Way Burnaby, BC V5G 4K6
Ph. 604-660-7022 Fax 604-660-7033
www.alc.gov.bc.ca

_____________________________________________
From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 2:18 PM
To: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX
Subject: email received?

Hello Terra… can u advise if you received my reply? I’m never certain if my correspondence is being
received at your agency.
Thank you.
Cheers,
dan
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251

_____________________________________________
From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Sunday, July 24, 2011 12:01 PM
To: 'Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX'; 'Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX'
Cc: 'Fry, Colin ALC:EX'
Subject: RE: Request for a phone call

Thank you Terra.
I’ve attached a drawing (from the Agrologist’s Report) to reflect where our livestock facilities are being sited.
Regarding Gordon’s questions:
1. Please provide plans for the proposed farm buildings and a siting plan for their location on the property.
Attached is a drawing showing the siting of the facilities on the property.
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2. If building permits have been applied for with the local government, please provide a copy.
The type of intensive livestock production system we utilize to facilitate our ‘Naturally raised organic meats’ depends on
using nature’s elements and our production is ‘free range’ once all livestock and poultry are of age to transfer from enclosed
environment to their natural settings. We use semi-permanent structures (including moveable commercial feed systems)
which allow us to relocate them as needed in a specified area. This facilitates disease prevention by rotation and is
becoming a widely accepted production technique.
As such, since there are no permanent structures eg. concrete footings, etc., there is no requirement for building permits.

3. Some detail regarding your “intensive livestock operation” would be appreciated (eg type of livestock, number of animals,
etc).
This information was provided in our previous correspondence; however, we include it again as follows. Our annual
production this year will be approximately 55,000 kg. broiler quota (29,000 broilers), 30,000 kg. turkey quota (3,000 turkeys),
100 lambs, 50 hogs and 20-30 beef. We also produce 100-150 tonnes of hay. We are categorized as one of the top 10
livestock operations on the Saanich Peninsula and are one of very few ‘active’ full-time farms in the region.

We trust the above information provides the Commission with a ‘complete’ picture of our agriculture
production to understand why we need the soil deposit to allow our farming to continue.
Your comment below regarding “determining the most appropriate channel for our request” implies that our
previous comments are not being understood and/or taken into account.
As we have 1) in being misguided, already applied under the non-farm use application process; 2) already
submitted a Notice of Intent due to the livestock expansion component; and 3) by being recently informed,
provided correspondence that our neighbours application for a similar deposit to improve his land did not
need either (1) or (2) above, we question “why is there any necessity to deliberate on our request much
further than to simply provide approval as requested?
Terra, perhaps a phone call could assist in explaining why this small soil deposit appears to be so
problematic. That would be greatly beneficial to us. Additionally, perhaps you and/or Gordon would like to
make a site visit so we can further demonstrate to you our need for this soil deposit in addition to showing
you the scale of our livestock operation?
Thank you.
Dan
<< File: Livestock Facilities - relative to soil deposit.doc >>
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251

From: Kaethler, Terra ALC:EX [mailto:Terra.Kaethler@gov.bc.ca]
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 3:21 PM
To: 'irelandfarms@shaw.ca'; Bednard, Gordon ALC:EX
Cc: Fry, Colin ALC:EX
Subject: RE: Request for a phone call
Hello Dan,
This is to inform you that we are reviewing your proposal and will contact you as soon as possible should we require additional information.
We will then be able to assess and inform you of the most appropriate channel for your request (be it as a request for an approval for farm
use, a Notice of Intent, or through the application process). In any case, please address the questions in Gord’s email to you dated July 15
regarding the expansion of your intensive livestock facilities, to ensure that we have a complete understanding of your proposal.
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Gord or myself will be in touch with you as soon as possible.
Thank you, Terra

Terra M. Kaethler
Land Use Planner - Island Region
Agricultural Land Commission
133-4940 Canada Way Burnaby, BC V5G 4K6
Ph. 604-660-7022 Fax 604-660-7033
www.alc.gov.bc.ca

From: Ireland Farms [mailto:irelandfarms@shaw.ca]
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 10:32 AM
To: Fry, Colin ALC:EX
Subject: Request for a phone call

Hello Colin.
I’ve left a couple of messages and are having difficulty getting anyone with your agency to return my call.
I’d appreciate a quick phone call so you can help clairify our soil deposit request. I’m in and out of the farm
but on the grounds, so have instructed whoever answers our phone to get me promptly.
Thank you kindly.
Cheers,
Dan Ireland
Ireland Farms
1910 Meadowbank Road
Saanichton, BC V8M 1X9
250.652.3251
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