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Staff Report
Application # L — 37304
Applicant: Regional District of East Kootenay

DATE RECEIVED: March 22, 2007

DATE PREPARED: April 25, 2007

TO: Chair and Commissioners — Kootenay Panel

FROM: Roger Cheetham, Regional Plannet

PROPOSAL.: To convert the railway right-of-way for a recreational trail between the City of
Cranbrook and the City of Kimberley.
This application is made pursuant to Part 4 Section 6 of BC Regulation
171/2002 (Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure
Regulation).

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Local Government:

Regional District of East Kootenay

Legal Description of Property:

1.

2.

PID: 016-427-971

District Lot 6073, Kootenay District

PID: 016-399-692

That part of District Lot 1204, Kootenay District, colored red and green on Plan AFPB
11/663/1278A

PID: 016-399-706

That part of District Lot 2723, Kootenay District, colored red on Plan AFPB 12/655/41204A
PID: 016-399-714

That part of District Lot 2968, Kootenay District, Plan DD7490

PID: 016-399-722

District Lot 8074, Kootenay District

PID: 016-431-413

District Lot 6075, Kootenay District

PID: 016-431-464

Parcel A (See 131901), District Lot 6035, Kootenay District, As shown on Plan 524T1
PID: 016-431-380

District Lot 6076, Kootenay District

PID: 016-412-842

That part of District Lot 4045, Kootenay District, shown red on RW Plan AFPB Vol 12 FOL
78 no. 2289A (See Plan P2894)
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Purchase Date: In a Memorandum of Agreement signed on 29" September 2006 CPR has
agreed to donate its entire interest in the land under the former line to the City of Cranbrook and
City of Kimberley

Location of Property: The trail links the cities of Cranbrook and Kimberley through Wycliffe. It is
25 kms in extent.

Size of Property: 57.34 ha. With the exception of the section to the immediate north of
Cranbrook the bulk of the property is located within the ALR.

Present use of the Property: Discontinued railway line.

Surrounding Land Uses: The line runs generally through areas within the ALR that are used for
ranching. Farm classifications indicate that two district lots are used for forage and grain and one
for poultry.

Agricultural Capability:

Data Source:  Agricultural Capability Map # 82G/12

The majority of the area through which the line runs has secondary classification soils with
topographic and stoniness limitations. There are some areas south of Kimberly on the northern
side of the St Mary's River that have improved class 2 ratings.

Growth Strategy: The strategy encourages intercommunity linkages through the development of
trails.

Official Community Plan and Designation: The Kimberley Rural Official Community Plan that
was recently reviewed by the Commission includes policies that support the trail.

Zoning Bylaw and Designation: Zoning of railway line not known.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS:

The Regional District has made the application. It is supported by both the City of Cranbrook and
the City of Kimberley to whom the line will be handed over in terms of the MOA mentioned above.,

OTHER COMMMENTS:

Regional Resource Agrologist, Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries (Darrell Smith):
The report has been referred to him and his comments will be made available at the meeting.

STAFF COMMENTS: :

The Commission has historically recognized that trails provide a benefit to the community.
Accordingly, provided that it is possible for measures to be taken to mitigate negative impacts on
agriculture the Commission has generally been supportive of the use of railway rights of way for
this purpose.

In this light the Commission endorsed the regional district's growth strategy which includes a
policy that encourages inter-community linkages through the development of trails. More recently
it generally endorsed the Kimberley Rural Official Community Plan which includes policies that
support the trail.

The Commission has also specifically approved several trails in the regional district in recent
years, including the Trans Canada Trail.

The development of the trail will clearly meet a community need. Experience with other trails
located in ranching areas suggests that it is unlikely that it will give rise to any major conflicts with
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adjoining agricultural operations. However it is not always easy to anticipate where difficulties
might arise. The Ministry of Agriculture’s guide highlights the importance of ensuring that potential
conflicts are discussed and resolved with affected farmers and ranchers and emphasizes the
importance of educating the public users of the trail with regard to agriculture. It is suggested that
any approval be made subject to conditions along the following lines:

1. Discussions being held with adjacent land owners with a view to determining the need for
buffering measures to be taken to protect adjoining agricultural operations and subject to
such measures being taken. In the event that agreement cannct be reached with regard
to such measures the matter be referred to the Commission for a final decision.

2. The use of educational material and signs as suggested in the Ministry of Agriculture and
Land's Guide to using and developing trails in farm and ranch areas, subject to the
Commission’s and the Ministry of Agriculture and Land's endorsement.

ATTACHMENTS:
A map showing the location of the line.

Note: Copies of the Ministry Guide ( 61 pages) will also be made available for the general
information of the Commission but are not attached to this report.

END OF REPORT
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