


®* storage and land application
of soil amendments (fertilizers,
mulches, etc.) subject to the
‘Agricultural Waste Control
Regulation’,

* production of compost from
agricultural wastes subject to
the ‘Agricultural Waste Control
Regulation’,

= production and application of
Class A compost and the land
application of compost and
biosolids subject to the ‘Organic
Matter Recycling Regulation’,

* soil sampling and testing of soil
from the farm, and

» farm buildings including
greenhouses, livestock operations,
mushroom production and
aquaculture facilities.

Any permitted farm use includes
the buildings, structures, utility
connections and soil removal or

placement of fill necessary for that use.

Part 2 also lists other non—farm uses
that are permitted in the Reserve,
unless prohibited or regulated by

a local government bylaw. These
include uses permitted in the Reserve
under the current regulation, uses
permitted under General Orders of
the Commission, some current special
case uses under the Regulation, and
some new uses. In many cases previous
thresholds below which an application
was not required have been raised.
These uses are:

= agri—tourism accommodation on
an assessed farm, subject to
certain thresholds and conditions,

= asecondary suite in a dwelling,

* a manufactured home up to
9 metres in width for a family
member,

= accessory home occupation use
up to 100 square metres, or
such other area allowed by bylaw
(a local regulation may allow a
larger area),

four bedroom bed and breakfast

or such other area allowed by
bylaw (a local regulation may
allow a higher number),

operation of a temporary sawmill
provided 50 percent of the timber
comes from the parcel on which
the sawmill is located,

conservation, passive recreation,
heritage, wildlife and scenery
purposes,

use of an open land park
established by a local government
for conservation, passive
recreation, etc.,

breeding pets or operating a
kennel or boarding facility,

education and research related
to a permitted use (but not
schools),

production of biological products
for integrated pest management,
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= gravel extraction under 500 cubic
metres,

= sewer and water lines, and
gas pipelines within dedicated
rights—of-way,

* telecommunications equipment
buildings up to 100 square

metres,

* drainage and irrigation facilities
and ancillary works, and

» production of Class A compost if
at least 50 percent of the compost
is used on the farm where it is
produced.

Subsection (4) lists other non—farm
uses permitted outright in the
Reserve. These include uses typically
regulated by other Provincial
legislation such as ecological reserves,
parks, wildlife and recreation reserves.
Also included are upgrading of
existing roads, including widening up
to a threshold, and establishing or
widening a forest service road and
widening and upgrading an existing
railway. Other permitted uses include
mineral and gravel exploration, water
well drillings and surface water
collection.

Part 3, which deals with soil removal
and fill, is another major shift from
the Commission’s previous approach.
The Act and Regulation eliminate
what are currently applications under
the Soi/ Conservation Act and
requirements for permits issued by
local government, and establish a
results—based process based on
notification for soil removal and

fill. Application of specified soil
amendments, compost and biosolids
must be in compliance with
regulations under the Waste
Management Act. The production of

specified compost (from both
agricultural and non—agricultural
wastes) on a farm for farm purposes is
permitted. Soil removal and placement
of fill for specified farm uses above

a certain threshold are exempt from
the requirement to file an application,
subject to the notification provisions
in the Regulation. Specified farm uses
below the threshold do not require
either a notice or an application. These
farm uses are:

= greenhouse construction and
operation,

* intensive livestock and
mushroom composting building,
construction and operation,

= aquaculture facility construction
and operation, and

= construction and operation of
a composting facility for the
production of Class A compost.

Soil removal and placement of fill

for specified non—farm uses are also
exempt from the requirement to file
an application for permission under
the Act, subject to filing a notice

with the Commission. However, the
Commission may request additional
information, a reclamation plan or set
other terms and conditions for the use.
The specified non—farm uses are:

= aggregate (gravel) extraction over
500 cubic metres;

" peat extraction;

= placer works and production of
placer minerals; and

* construction and operation of a
composting facility for managed
organic matter (Class B compost

and Class A and B biosolids).

Part 5 (Permitted Subdivisions)
clarifies and creates new roles for
approving officers, who may approve

a plan of subdivision without the
Commission’s involvement, subject to
specific criteria. These criteria include:

* a plan which consolidates two or
more parcels;

* a plan which resolves a building
encroachment and creates no
new parcels;

= application for subdivision along

the ALR boundary; and

* asubdivision plan where all of

the following apply:

o there are four or fewer
parcels, each larger than
one hectare,

o the number of parcels does
not increase,

e boundary adjustments
enhance the overall farm
operation or use of farm
buildings for farm purposes,
and

 no parcel in the Reserve is
less than one hectare.

If an approving officer declines to
approve a plan a person may apply
directly to the Commission.

The Commission’s regional panels
have met with several local
governments over the summer to
discuss the Regulation. Commission
staff have also met with numerous
local government staff. To assist in the
implementation of the new Regulation
the Commission will hold day—long
local government seminars starting in

January 2003.
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Forest Practices Update

Work continues on the transfer of the
forest practices standards to a new
administrative agency in accordance
with the Commission’s Core Services
Review. The Provincial government

is consulting with a wide variety of
communities of interest and more
details will follow in future issues of
Reserveﬂ;m'm/&om In the meantime,
forest practices administration by the
Commission will continue; this year
we will be auditing forest practices

in cooperation with the Ministry

of Water, Land and Air Protection
and the Private Forest Landowners’

Association.

Our congratulations to Brian Underhill
who was recently appointed Director,
Strategic Planning and Corporate
Policy. Brian has worked at the
Commission for over 20 years in
increasingly senior positions. In this
role he will work to maintain and
enhance the long—standing relationship
between the Commission and local
governments through the provision

of land use planning and policy

advice. New challenges will revolve
around the implementation of the new
Agricultural Land Commission Act, 2002
and Regulation, along with facilitating
opportunities for shared decision—
making with local governments and
other authorities, and the transition to
a results—based method of official plan
and bylaw reviews by the Commission.

Congratulations also go out to

Colin Fry who was recently appointed
Director, Regional Operations. Colin
has worked at the Commission for

20 years and was most recently
Coordinator of Soil Conservation and
Enforcement. In his new role Colin
will direct the Commission’s efforts in
considering land use applications and
administration of the new results—based
process for removal of soil or placement

of fill on ALR lands.




Staff Changes

There have been a number of changes
in responsibilities for Research
Officers who handle applications in

the six regions.

= Sherry Gordon has replaced the
departing Karen Moores as
Regional Research Officer for the
South Coast,

* Gordon Bednard has replaced the
departing Caoimhe Kehler, as
Regional Research Officer for the
Island,

* Craig Sobering has replaced
Gordon Bednard as Regional

Research Officer for the
Kootenays, and

* Ron Wallace is now the Regional
Research Officer for the Interior
and North, replacing Sherry
Gordon for the North.

Elisa Martin continues as the
Regional Research Officer for the
Okanagan.

Bruce Gunn, formerly Commission
Planner for the North, has accepted a
position with the Regional District of
Central Kootenay. We wish Bruce all
the best in his new role.
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Conversion of ALR Boundary Maps

Since originally reported in

Reserveé :mron (Spring 2001), the
Commission has worked diligently to
adopt new ALR boundary maps in

12 more regional districts. This brings
the total to 15 regional districts,
representing nearly 70 percent of the
ALR, for which the older 1:50,000
base maps have been replaced with
larger scale (1:20,000) TRIM base
maps. All maps used to support the
North and Island Panels have now been
replaced with the new maps, and the
Cariboo and Central Coast Regional
Districts have been converted.

Throughout this process the
Commission has cooperated with the
Integrated Cadastral Initiative Society
to ensure ALR boundaries align with
the detailed digital data of legal
boundaries available through ICI. This

means the Commission can provide
its digitized ALR boundaries to local
governments that have entered into an
agreement with the ICI Society.

A local government will not have to
rationalize the boundary to its digital
data; if it is using an ESRI product
such as ArcInfo or ArcView, it can
read the data into its own system

and the data will align correctly. If
the local government is using another
software package (e.g. AutoCad), it
will have to convert to that format but
will not have to worry about boundary
alignment.

We will continue to work on
converting additional regions as
resources allow. If you have any
questions please contact

Boyd Porteous at 604—660-7025.
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